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PLAYERS CLUB AIR SHOW 








Broadcast Music, Inc., 


music within that time. 


Following is how BMI reports the sheet sales of its top tunes: 


‘I Hear a Rhapsody’ 
‘There I Go’ 
‘You Walk By’ 
‘I Give You My Word’ 
‘So You're the One’ 
‘High on a Windy Hill’ 


‘It All Comes Back to Me Now’ 


‘Practice Makes Perfect’ 
«‘May I Never Love Again’ 


ei 2 ae reer 


25 other BMI songs 


Total 


ee ee ee 





J 
BMI Has Sold 1,165,000 Sheet Music NAME-L QAQED 
which celebrated its first anniversary last 
week, asserts that it has disposed of around 1,165,000 sheets of piano ' 
EEG RL AaSSNA CEN TREE Oe eRSGNas 190,000 
ShCSOhSS HOSNS6504508 150,000 Walter Hampden and Otis 
Pte on hia. oo Caieaiat sale eee Fee Se pak ek 110,000 ° 
ha ere eee 90,000 Skinner to Emcee Roster 
RO hy ee ey 80,000 of Theatre’s Who’s Who— 
ed SY ernst eee a See Ree pn Not Charity Proposition; 
SERS HARARE RI 70,000 Club Treasury to Collect 
hada bONGE PAW Eeabedeeented 60,000 Profit 
Shiai a ane aires awe 50,000 
a Mare ees Maa Wee wld Bana Aa aie Wik ae 225,000 
Se ‘ 
igen a Giatamlael ok a eas 1,165,000 13-WEEK CYCLES 
| 


Of comparative interest is what three ASCAP firms did in popular 


music during 1939. 
3,000,000 copies; 
Joy-Select, 1,250,000 copies. 
16,000,000 copies. 


Shapiro, 


Total 


Bernstein & Co. had 
Bregman-Vocco-Conn, 
sales that year 


a turnover of 
copies; and Sanily- 
were estimated at 


1,750,000 








REORG ANIZING Ma . ~~ Advance 


QF ASCAP IS 
READY 


New bylaws for the reorganization 
of ASCAP, as required under its 
consent,decree with the U.S. Govern- 
ment, have been completed by the 
special bylaws committee and the 
data is now in the hands of the So- 
ciety’s general counsel, Schwartz & 
Frohlich, 

As soon as ihe lawyers have put 
the material into proper legal 
phraseology, ASCAP’s prez, Gene 
Buck, will call a genera? meeting of 
the membership for discussion and 
adoption of the bylaws. Also to elect 
five new writer and six new pub- 
lisher members to the board of d 
rectors 


Rio Nitery Clippering 
Eddy Duchin; 1st U.S. 
Name Band Booking 


The Copacabana, Rio de Janeir 
casino-nitery, is flying its first U. S 
name band to the Brzzilian capital 
June ij from Miami, to open June 
20 for eight weeks at $5,000 a week. 
Eddy Duchin is the band. He closes 
in Akron, O., June 12, hence the en- 
forced clipper route for the entire 
ensemble from the Miami airport. 

_ Merriel Abbott Dancers (8) will 
de the only other unit at the Copa 
ith Duchin. 


Paging Hobby Lobby 
Boston, April 8. 
Connie Love, Versailles nitery 
horus girl, was formerly a_ glass 
— in a carnival show and ha: 
her equipment with her. 
In her spare time she blows orna- 
nental figures for her 


Dian 
> sine 


colleagues in 


of $50,000 On 
ae Ahbot to Do It? 


George Abbott, it is reported, will 
direct and probebly act as nominal 
producer for Metro of Frederick 
Hazlitt Brennan’s new play, ‘We 
Fought At Arques.’ Met Mon- 


tro on 
advan e 


day (7) gave Brennan an 
royalty in excess of $50,000 for the 
drama, astounding to Broadway as 
advence royalties are u 
excess of $500 

Brenna will share in the profit 
, usual author’s 
page 44) 


to the extent of 60 


(Continued on 


Maurice Evans Is His 
Own Best Advance Man 


Milwauk eC Apl o 
Ta Evans Ir v He 
velf N t 
: 
c an 
ir, Oo 5 i ( fl < 
he é T \ if ( 
re f a 
e el 
e ] eT I I 
of lectures go to British W Relief 
For instance, Evans will fly here 
from St. Louis for a solo matinee 
appearance on Sunday, April 20, in 
the Davidson theatre, with the house 
scaled from 50c to $2. Ten days later 
(April 30) he and Miss Hayes open 


an engagement at the Pabst the- 
atre. 


High Mass Pic pain 
$16,000 in 2 Shows, $3 Top 


Chicago, April 8. 
Picture of the High Mass taken 
under the sponsorship of the Orde1 


of the Serveit Fathers was show! 
for the first time last week in the 


’ \ - a ew 22 
Civic Opera House, tickets at $3.30 
top. 

In two performances picture, title 
T} Rar) Gift.’ grossed $16.006 


sually not in | 


‘The 
packaged dramatic 
based on star names in adaptations 
of stage plays and ‘tryouts’ as well 
as originals written specially for the 
series, has been put before sponsors 
hes The Players, famous Gramercy 
| Park actors club of New York. Be- 
pire offering some of the top actor 
names of stage and films, the series 
would have available the works and 
co-operation = of! numerous 
composers, di- 


>layers Theatre of the Air,’ a 
radio program 


active 
well-known writers, 


rectors and conductors. 


As tentatively set up, ‘The Players 
Theatre of the Air’ has several novel 
aspects. One would be that artistic 

of the iow would remain 


JAS. ROOSEVELT’S FILM 
PROD. PLANS IN DOUBT 


James Roosevelt will 
production—at least 
appears in doubt 


Whether 
continue in film 
1 the near future 


United Artists is listing no pictures 

fron him on next year’s slate 
President’s son, who planed to the 
Coast Monday, 7) after weekending 
\f, y ured he is no 

( i a ict € 

I A nis 

] De on 

of disi erest ¢ proauctior 
R eve i iptal r 

e ¢ H ent ( 

i i€ a 

’ ae 

( el H i Oo 
duce! P ( ( 1G, reemed last 

eek at the Roxy, N.Y. 

He leaves Thursday (10) from 
Hollywood for Mexico City to take | 


in the Pot om 
tacle 


Gold preem 


Lynn Fontanne’s Discs 


An album of the first recordings 
ever made by Lynn Fontanne will be 
marketed next week 
ords. Miss Fontanne has cut 
White Cliffs of ‘Dover t 
Miiler. Its inscribed on 


faced 12-inch Red Seal platters. 


Ronald Colman owns the film 
‘hts to e poem, high on the List 


f hest e no poetry b 


and spec- | 


Victor Rec- | 
‘The | 
y Alice Duer | 
three double | 
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R.A.F. Theme Song 


Pittsburgh, April 8 

Song written by Bud Hoffman 
for last year’s University of Pitts- 
burgh Cap and Gown show has 
just been adopted as the theme 
melody of an RAF bombing 
squadron, according to word re- 
cently received by tune’s pub- 
lisher, Thornton Allen. 

It is ‘Goodbye ’Til Breakfast.’ 








Met Op Grosses Record 
$204,000 in Break Away 


Boston, April 8. 





records of previous engagements 
here in the 10-day run which ended 
Saturday (5) at the Metropolit 
theatre, grossing around $204,000. 
Use of the film house (4,367 seats) 
this season instead of the Boston 





Army Stage Shows Gain Momentum 
In U. S. Desire to Build Morale 


+ 
v 


Stage shows in Army camps 
throughout the U. S. are gaining 
momentum with the Government's 
realization that it must build and 
preserve soldier morale. 

Legit shows may appear in Army 
camps sooner than anticipated and 
plans for such performances from 
an unforeseen source are claimed to 
be well formulated. Two laymen, 


| identified as being officials in plants 


From Shuberts in Hub 


; engaged in turning out defense and 
'war materials, are the 


sponsors, 
Neither is familiar with show busi- 
ness, but are agreed that diversion 
for men im training is essential to 
camp routine and are said to be 
financing the proposed shows with- 
out thought of profit. Any money 
earned over expenses will be turned 
over to camp service activities. 

Idea of private backing for shows 


| Was proposed by an ‘Equity commit- 


Metropolitan Opera Assn. broke all | 


| Opera House afforded thousands of | 


extra seats during the run and prac 
tically every performance was a 
ellout (except for a few $6 pews) 

Annual luncheon of local sponso! 
last week clearly indicated the de 
light over the experiment, which was 
precipitated by a disagreement about 
rental and other details at the 
Shubert-owned Opera House 

Record take for similar run at the 
Opera House is said to have beer 
around $140,000. 


Paul ees 100% Tan 
Ballet at healt Scale 


Pa i Dr Ape ( ef ¢ x pone t It tne 
t for iting plans fo 1 pre 
entatioz fa 100 tap ballet f 
1€ atre D 21i0N8 
ne ne of this B: Russe 
F ce Heale 1 Bett B é 
( urre dé 4 
t t ot f ) D ; 
} I if a A 


“Abbott- Costello , Pic Title 


Hollywood, April 8 

‘In the Navy’ was retitled ‘Abbott 
and Costello in the Navy’ to cash in 
on the two comics as result of their 
work in ‘Buck Privates.’ 

Picture rolled yesterday (Mon.) at 
| Universal, with Arthur Lubin di- 
| recting. 


(Continued on page 44) 





INVITATION TO 
CENSORSHIP 
OF PRESS? 


Ihe N.Y. Daily News, which was 
among the few U.S. dailies to ‘break 
the story’ of the arrival of the Brit- 
ish battleship Malaya in N. Y. har- 
bor Sunday (6) for repairs at the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard, took cogniz- 
ance of criticism the following 
lay by Secretary of the Navy Frank 
Knox, himself a newspaper pub- 
isher (Chicago Daily News). N. Y. 
News, in an editor’s note, explained 

it it printed the story and pictures 

varship anchored off Staten 
-ontinued on page 44) 


Swastika Sidewalk 
Bailyhoo Jams Ga. 
Theatre Manager 


Dublin, Ga., April 8 
R. H. Hightower, local Ritz man- 
ager, got himself into a peck of trou- 
ble last week and was fined $5 in 
police court and given a 30-day sus- 
pended sentence nnd stenciling the 
Nazi swastika sign on streets and 
sidewalks in bally 7 skedded show- 
(Continued on page 45) 























The Unit of Perfection ! 


America’s Greatest Variety Attraction 


EARL CARROLL VANITIES 
Starring BERT WHEELER with HANK LADD 





BUFFALO NOW — BOSTON NEXT 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 





LAHR TO H’WOOD FOR 
~—DUBARRY’, “HATTIE 


Hollywood, April 8. 


IZ 
a 
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(Week ending April 5, 1941) sii | Bert Lahr is slated for two pic- | dedi hein’ 
Amapola "eat ee eee oe ee ee BMI | tures in Hollywood this summer, on€| was Toastmaster at the Jackson Day Dinner here. Postmaster-General 
tg Darah gay se Se te Embass ‘at Metro and the other at Paramount. Walker didn’t have enough money to tip the waiter, so he put the man’s 
og hoch genteishellaiaae ta Southern |. First is ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ on | picture on a new 3c stamp. 
_* a ee oe Berlin | the Culver City lot and second is the Dorothy Lamour and I were guest-stars at Ciro’s Sunday night. The 
San Antonio Rose. . Se ae ote. alae Oe baa eg sine wie wae i 'Par film version of ‘Panama Hattie.’ * sae ce crowded gence had te tiink sidecees eeiewens. 
dence a Nee sical Warren | Vacationed at Palm Springs between benefits. When my freckles get 
2... soca lbecteevenns ae ‘London . Personalities | together, will I have a tan! 
sige ¥ ph se! ni eal aa Southern | | Bought a new 1941 Cadillac. It’s built so close to the ground, the only 
ou Are My EEE EMMETT CCCCTET TT me tir. ; S . eve - aie 
‘ ] ES a rr ree ere Paramount b D U. S. A. way you can get into it is to come up from a manhole, 
aga yg oe Bag besxeber yess BMI | Beam y X on | Jack Oakie is very happy—he struck oil yesterday. Was riding in his 
igh on a Wi Oa eer er rr rere I is v . 
PL ee er ere Marks N M d T da new car and ran into a gas station. 
There'll Be aged — Made.......sssceseeererereeseens Satthern | ext on ay, ues y John Payne and I went to the Brown Derby yesterday and had quickie 
oe thn hae alam thls . sah dileealibacioen ..Schuberth | | producer’ s lunch—six phone calls and a cup of coffee. 
Interme2Z0 ...+++++ ip es es” cal attalad mada otis des Advance : wee Finally hung my picture in the Brown Derby. It’s nice of them, but I 
Java Jive eevee eoseee vedaawbedea doses 668006000004 600008 6000098 Starlight series of shortwave ra- don’t or ma Prin Pha meted aan? 


* Filmusical. 








Ringling Show, Strong on Patriotic 
Theme, a Top Production Effort 





By JACK PULASKI 

Last year they talked about Ring- 
ling-Barnum & Bailey circus being | 
streamlined, whatever that means. | 
This season they are billing the Big | 
Top as having been restyled, whi ch | 
is somewhat more close to the fact. | 
It is quite evident that during the | 


———+ 


winter the heads of the outfit have | 
been masterminding ways of dolling 


up the Big Show and the circus is the 
strongest on production ever, plenty 
of money having been expended on 
@ new pageant, costumes for all 
hands and a myriad of trappings. 
As new acts from Europe were 


virtually impossible to secure, it was | 
logical to make the performance a | 


it looks more a/| 


sight show. Now 


| 


Buildup Goes On 





Hollywood, April 8. 
Memory of Warner players 
called to military service is to 
be kept alive among film fans. 
Studio publicity department 
will plant copy about draftees 
wherever possible so that way 

will be paved to their return. 








ANN PENNINGTON CAN 
BE RICHER BY $9.50 





| dio entertainments to the U. S. from | 
lthe British Broadcasting Corp. | 
| (nightly at 8:15 EST on 11.75, 9.58) 
‘and 6.11 megacycles). will include 
two programs of especial theatrical 
interest next week. They are: 

| Monday (14th)—Players of S. N.| 
Behrman’s ‘No Time for Comedy’ at 
Haymarket, London, in interviews 
and excerpt. Included will be Diana 


Broadway Dept. 

Sherman Billingsley wires that the Stork Club has a new innovation, 
They have trained goldfish in the fingerbowls so they can bite off 
cuticles. 

Harold Minsky saw the picture, ‘Arise My Love,’ 
sent his girl a dozen cakes of Fleichmann’s yeast. 

Alexander Woollcott asked George Kaufman, who was coming out of a 
theatre, how he liked the show. George replied, ‘I wouldn’t say the show 
was bad. Go and see it—but go quick!’ 


your 


and went out and 





| Wynyard, Rex Harrison, Lilli Pal- | Wall Street has a stock exchange, cotton exchange, coffee exchange— 
| mer, Elizabeth Welch. (Behrman | and 46th street has its old-joke exchange. 
donates his London royalties to Red| Pete Wells, president of the Actors Union, won’t eat alphabet soup 
Cross). unless it spells A. G. V. A. 

Tuesday (15)—Stunt quiz with! Toots Shor is going to manage a wrestler who has been thrown out of 


' Beatrice Lillie, Harriet Cohen, Joyce ; the ring so many times he has 300 flying hours to his credit. 
Grenfell, Carroll Gibbons, Manning Holly woodiana 
| Sherwin and the Countess of Jersey Orson Welles has just signed a new contract to make a picture not to 
| (Virginia Cherrill, ex of Hollywood). | be released this year, with an option for two pictures not to be released 
the following year. 

Louis Shurr has a new racket, smuggling comedians into Bette Davis’ 
/Merian C. Cooper Back | icthres. 
} 9 ~ ‘ oo 
| With ‘Eagle Squad’ Data e..- Fantasia. 

; ack? 

| Ps ae Me oe ~~ to Now that Jimmy Stewart has been drafted, 
New ed yesterday (Tuesday) suing the Government for non-support. 


|aboard the Dixie Clipper from Lis- Harry Joe Brown has a racehorse who is so conceited he puts on makeup 
|bon and planed right out to the . aan al eke tinial 
|Coast. He came back to the United | ‘™,S*8* % @ Paolo Anish. : 

<a The real reason why China opened the Burma Road was to give Para- 


States from two months - England mount a chance to use advance publicity on the next Bob Hope-Bing 
| where he was gathering material on Crosby picture 


the wagis Squad ron, organisation of 





What's Walt Disney got that Frank Buck didn’t bring 


his stand-in is thinking of 





P , Sarda ae 2a ems ‘te cc ° + H Joray 

Bel Geddes designed most of the! Dancer Ann Pennington has failed the RAF. \4 : . - ea senate “ts “ a aas g rOld, 
changes and innovations and through | to cash a $9.50 check, refund on her Material will be used as basis for | Do you think BMI songs will bring sale Paper-Tearing acts? 

him emphasis is placed on color and | 1933 state income tex, N. Y. State | Walter Wanger's film, ‘The Eagle) a. ucie business is at sucl ji aie F ao pee — J bh 
lights. John Ringling North, top| Comptroller Morris S. Tremzine an-| Squadron. Cooper, in addition to) ~. © MUSIC Dusiness 1s at such a standstill irving Mulls is shelving the 
executive, worked with Geddes, and | nounced in Albany. his film production and writing ac- weavers in place of songs. : : 
his brother, Henry (Buddy) North, She is one of 200 persons who have tivities, is a flyer. | Big-hearted Richard Himber opened at the Palladium and as souvenirs 
has been one of the chief aides. Re-' not cashed income tax refund ‘ ; | Bave away cigars—one puff a write love letters to Broadway Rose. 
ult is more Broadway in the Ringl-! checks. rangi | dio Dept. 

show than arcade ely —— a pede gets | a A. to N. ; « Dennis Day likes Hollywood so well he’s decided to settle here—10c¢ on 





Madison Square Garden, where 
the show will play four weeks, has 
been virtually transformed. The | 
motif is blue, but the general effect 
runs to the combination of Ameri- 
can patriotic colors. That is fol- 

(Continued on page 47) 


LIONEL STANDER AS 
CBS SATURDAY SHOW 


New half-hour comedy - drama 
series, ‘The Life of Riley,’ with Lione] 
Stander in the title part, preem: 
Saturday (12) morning at 10 o’clock 
on CBS. Robert Sloane and Leon 
ardo Bercovici are the authors, with 
Sidney Harmon supervising on the 
script. Marx Loeb is mentioned as 
a possibility for director. 





N. Y. to L.A. 


Robert Buckner. 
Merian C. Cooper. 
Bette Davis. 
Herbert Drake. 

| Howard Dietz. 

i C. S. Forester. 
Richard Halliday. 
Mary Martin. 
Arthur Mayer. 

Ed Peskay. 

| James Roosevelt. 
George J. Schaefer. 
Murray Silverstone. 
Martin Spector. 
Teresa Wright. 





| SAILINGS 


April 5 (Los Angeles to Hono- 
lulu), P. J. Wolfson (Lurline). 


Sloane and Bercovici have each April 4 (New York to Los An- 
authored Broadway plays and vari- geles), Mr. and Mrs. Arch Oboler 
ous radio programs. The latter is | ‘President Garfield). 
currently author-director of the eee: 
‘Betty and Bob’ recorded serial 
Sloane’s last stint was  author- 


director of U. 
programs 


S. Army Air Corps 
over WHN and WMCA, 
New York. Harmon directs ‘Honest | 
Abe,” Saturday morning series about 
Li neoln, on CBS, and recently 
two originals to Hollywood. 


sold 


| 

| : 

| Harry 
| 

| 


Mort Blumenstock. 
Leo Devaney. 
Frank Donovan. 
Gordon Douglas. 
Herbert Drake. 
Happy Felton. 
John C. Flippen. 
James J. Geller. 
Arthur Kelly. 
Gregory La Cava. 
Cal Leserman. 
John MacDonald. 
Dick Marvin. 
Ray Milland. 
Nichalson. 
George Repp. 
Tom Revere. 
Stuart Robertson. 
J. Robert Rubin. 
Phil Ryan. 

Sam Schneider. 
Gradwell Sears. 


| Herbert T. Silverberg. 
Nate Spingold. 
Sidney Strotz. 


} Dan Topping. 


Spyros Skouras Disappointed At 





Jessel’s Chi Musical 

Georgie Jessel is readying a new 
musical, tentatively titled ‘High 
Kickers,’ scheduled to open in Chi- 
cago in August. He will star therein | 
and is currently dickering with | 
Sophie Tucker, Chaz Chase, Sarah 
Anne McCabe, Yorke and King and 
others for the cast. 


OSCAR DISPUTED 


Denied Credit on Academy Winner, 
$50,000 Suit Charges 
Los Angeles, April 8. 
Jack O’Donnell, writer, demands 
$50,000 because a couple of other 
fellows got an Academy award for 





Book is based on a story by Sid the Paramount picture, ‘Arise My 
Silvers. . Love,’ which he claims he wrote 
——. | Suit, filed in Superior Court, is di- 

Jessel Enterprises, Inc. | rected against Paramount, which 
Albany, April 8. bought his yarn in 1936 for $3,000, 
Jessel Enterprises, Inc., has been | he declares, with the understanding | 


chartered in New York, capital stock 
$6,000, $5 par value. Directors are 
Sam Carlton, 309 West 57th street, 
and attorneys Martin J. Desmoni and 


that he would get screen credit. 
Instead, the action charges, the 

credits went to Benjamin Glazer and 

‘John S. Toldy’ (a nom-de-plume), 


Ruben Schwartz, 1501 Broadway,| who were Oscared for writing the 
eX. City. best original story. 








NUGENT’S NEW PAR DEAL | 
Hollywood, April 8. 

Elliott Nugent inked a contract to 
direct three pictures for Paramount 
after he finishes 
‘Nothing But the Truth.’ 

Deal spaces the pictures over the 
next two years. 


Geo. Fisher’s Unit 


Hollywood, April 8. 
George Fisher, film air gabber, 


| group of film players. 
| Route will be through the 
west and east. 


| TWA Link 


Non-Greeks’ Support of War Fund 


Spyros Skouras, head of the Greek 
War Relief effort and film executive, 
stratolinered from La Guardia Air- 
port, New York, Friday night (4) for 
L. A., after spendi 
big town east of Hoboken on matters 
Grecian. Skouras is disappointed at 
the support non-Greeks are giving 
his drive for 10,000,000 Yankee dol- 
lars to aid his countrymen and 
ferred that were it 
Greeks’ 
the game. 


Jose Iturbi, cloud-scraping to the 


Dayton Memorial Hall for a concert | 


Thursday (3) night, revealed he now 
has 650 hours in the air as a private 
pilot and is supplementing his fly ng 
in his own Howerd monoplane by 
taking blind-flying lessons in the 
trainer 
Iturbi flew back to N. Y. the same 
night to ready preparations for a 
near-future concert tour which will 


| take him to the Coast. 


his present job,! goes vaude touring in July with a! 


mid- Boston and a host 


Wednesday (2) morn saw Ted 
Husing off on an Americen Airliner 
for the National A.A.U. contests in 
of the town’s re- 
(Continued on page 20) 


ng 10 days in the | 


in- | 
not for ‘Greek | 
the kitty wouldn’t be worth | 


‘just for fun.’ | 


ithe dollar. 
A certain radio comedian has so many gold teeth that Death Valley 
| Scotty staked a claim on his mouth. 
| Heard a band on the air the other day that played ‘There I Go’ so badly 
| the sponsor sent the leader a travel folder. 
There's No Truth to the Rumor 

That Bing Crosby bought his horses open-toed shoes for the Easter holi- 
days....That Leon and Eddie were found sleeping on their cash register 
after a big night....That Oscar Levant loaned his I.Q. to Maxie 
bloom for an after-dinner speech....That Olsen and Johnson are 


Rosen- 
plitting 


—their second million. 
Hangnail Descriptions 

Betty Grable: Hear a Raft-sody Alice Faye: Harris in the Spring 
. Fred Astaire-Rags Ragland: Nijinsky-Minsky Cesar Romero: 
Roseland Romeo , . Hedy Lamarr: Tall, Dark and Thensome Bela 
Lugosi-Peter Lorre: Gruesome twosome ° 

Observation Dept. 

Hollywood has it’s own menagerie: Leo the Lion, Mickey the Mouse, 
Donald Duck and the Wolves at the Brown Derbv 

Earl Carroll the most beautiful girls in the world come from 
Hollywood....George White ys they come from New York....And I say 
the most beautiful girls in the world come from the Maternity Wat 


Years brother 
a cent and no pocket. 

Eavesdropped at Cocoanut Grove: 
Mickey Mouse is doing ok.’ 


Eavesdropped at Radio Room: ‘She's as pretty as a picture 


ago my didn’t have a cent in his pocket. Today he has 


| 
‘I don’t mind you calling me a rat— 


a B-picture.’ 


Eavesdropped at Tropics: ‘He got tired of living alone, so he adopted a 
snake,’ 

| > e4e . ° ® ° . 

| Definition: B-picture: Eight reels in search of an audience. 


There’s a hamola out here who is so conceited he has a stand-in for his 
X-Ray pictures, 
Whatever Became of —————? 
Charles Olcott and Mary Ann 
William Ebbs 
Evans & Perez 


Ann Greenway 
Donovan & Lee 
Schichtl’s Manikins 
Afterpiece 
It’s funny. When you're in pictures you want 
you're in vaudeville you want to be in pictures 
be in opera? 


Would-Be Suicide May  /COL.’S ASTAIRE FILM 
Have Been i in Show Biz A $1,000,000 BUDGETER 


| 
Detroit, April 8. | 


to be in vaudeville 
. Doesn’t anybody w 


When 
ant to 





Holly wood, April 8. 
Police Columbia is figuring on a $1.000,- 
the na rai ae “en , 000 budget for Fred Astaire’s filmu- 
ventity of a blonde, about 27, | sical, ‘He’s My Uncle.’ Cole Porter 
who inquired about theatrical rates | is writing the score and Bob Alton, 
and then registered at the Detroiter | choreographer for Broadway musi- 
_hotel under the name of Toby Lee. | cals, will collab with Astaire on new 


She was in a serious condition after | routines. 

taking overdose of sleeping tablets! Sidney Lanfield directs with Rita 
and slashing her wrists with a razor. | Hayworth the femme lead. 

She was found nude in the bathtub| RKO is also after Astaire for a 
in her room. She left a note ad-| Straight role, minus dancing. Story 


dressed to ‘Birdie’ and in it worried | is being prepared by Ben Hecht. 
,about her dog, Ikie, asking it be | - 

| given a good home. | Gene Tierney as Belle Starr 

| Farewell note wound up with re- | Hoilywood, April 8. 
quest to be cremated, and ‘this will| Gene Tierney gets the much- 
| cost you the huge sum of $25. Soj|tested part of two-gun Belle Starr 
| long, old top, old kid, old thing.’ The | at 20th-Fox. 

j note was unsigned. Film is to be made in color. 
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NAB. 


Studies Oscars for Radio 


. 





National Association of Broadcasters is studying the system of the 


Academy of Motion Picture Arts an 


adopting a similar set of awards for the radio industry. 


apparently proposes to restrict the 


actual voting for annual award winners to those engaged within the 


proadcasting industry, which is the 
film awards. 


The mechanics of nominating and balloting will be so arranged as 
to embrace the widest representation of executives and workers in 


the industry. 


d Sciences preliminary to possibly 
The N.A.B. 
nominating of candidates and the 


arrangement that prevails for the 








New Law Curbs N. 


Barring Critics; Debate Cites Shuberts 


— 





Albany, N. Y., April 8. 

Among the welter of new bills 
passed by the N.Y. legislature before 
it disbanded last week and sent to 
Governor Lehman for signaturing is 
a measure that prohibits managers 
from barring drama critics if they 
hold tickets. The bill was _ intro- 
duced by Irwin D. Davidson, as- 
semblyman from New York, who 
sought unsuccessfully to have a simi- 
lar law enacted last year. 

Broadway showmen evidently 
were not aware of the bill. In the 
past few managers have barred re- 
viewers. The Shuberts have in- 
dulged in that practice now and then 
when annoyed by adverse notices 





and currently there is one column-¥ approach of man. 


ist to whom courtesies are not ex- 
tended by them, Leonard Lyons on 
the N. Y. Post. 

Shuberts were mentioned during 
debate on the bill and their row with 
Alexander Woollcott when he was 
critic for the N .Y. Times was cited. 
Same showmen also in later years | 

(Continued on page 46) | 
| 
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ILLNESS HITS SEVERAL 
BROADWAY SHOWMEN 


A wave of illness has put a num- 
ber of persons out of action within 
the past two weeks on Broadway, 
those affected being mostly on the 
executive end rather than in acting | 
ranks. Brock Pemberton is ill at 
home, but reported virtually recov- 
ered from pneumonia. Lest year he 





| 


was hospitalized for an extended 
period with a virulent type of the 
same ailment. 

Harry’ Kaufman, showman and 


ticket broker, was operated on at the 
New York hosiptal Friday (4) and 
@n intestinal growth removed. His 
condition is reported ‘as well as could 
be expected.’ Patient was given sev- 
eral blood transfusions before taken 
to the operating room. 

Dixie French, general manager for 
John Golden, is under treatment at 
his Bayside, L. I., home. He is being 
Siven injections for a glandular ir- 
regularity. Kermit Bloomgerden, 
general manager for Herman Shum- 
ain, was downed with a strepticocci 
throat but was on the job last week. 
Al Goldin, of the A. L. Berman office, 
is in the Bronx hospital for an ap- 
Pendectomy. Al Rosen, Loew’s State 
manager, who was seriously ill lest 
iS aSain under the doctor's care 
but has been at the theatre for lim- 
ited periods daily. 

Al Knight, who operated the ele- 
vator to the Shubert offices for more 
than 20 years, suffered a nervous col- 
lapse, well-liked colored man being 
removed to the Roosevelt hospital. 


year, 





Lombard Demands Own — 
Directors on RKO Deal. 


Hollywood, April 8. 





. eatele Lombard and _ George 
; fer \ ° ° 

‘ laeter have been making passes 
asout a new contract at RKO but 


oe has happened except a clinch 
Storing wrectors. Studio has several 
“gna hand but actress wants to 
© piloted by Gregory La Cava or 
Alfred Hitchcock. ' 
t Meanwhile, Miss Lombard is said | 
it i, Naming to work at Columbia 
, at studio will hold back the 
ns date on ‘Bedtime Story.’ 


77] 


tartiry 


| living 


| determined to 


| hence. 


Y. Mors. From 





Stage-Door Jennies Are 


‘Swine Girls’ in Japan) 
Tokyo, April 8. 

The female version of a ‘stage- | 
door Johnny’ in Japan is called a/| 
‘swine-girl,’ and recently over 70} 
such girls were severely reprimanded | 
by policemen stationed in theatre | 
districts of the capital. 

Defining ‘swine-girls,’ the local | 
Jap papers state that they are those | 
ne’er-do-wells who usually }-e in wait | 
for the noted actors and actresses , 
around theatres merely to attract a | 
smile or two, and this act much re- | 
sembles that of swine made on the 





i 


TIMES $0. INFLUY 
NID TO CINEMAS 


Class Trade, If Disappointed, 
Sees Pix, or Takes in a 


Feature, Before or After—. 


Mild Dent on Nabes, But’ Playwright See Own Play 


Not Enough to Matter 


5 MOS.’ FINDINGS 


Broadway filmhouse managers now 
believe that, after exactly five 
months of Sunday legit, they have 


helped the picture b.0.’s except in| 


the neighborhoods where there may 
have been a slight dent in busi- 
ness. 


In the downtown Times Square 
sector the theory is that the average 
persons drawn to the legits are not 
film fans ordinarily but figured that 
a certain group attracted downtown 


by legit, and unable to get in, go to | 


a film instead in order to kill the 
evening. Managers note that 
sprinkling of a different type of the- 
atregoer is being drawn to the film 
showshops on Sundays, some of these 
no doubt being among persons un- 
able to buy tickets to the legits they 
want. 


It is also believed that some come 


» 


| into town earlier for the legits and 


| knock off a picture show first, while 


Paul Frank Released 


But Hans Junghanns 


Still Held at Ellis Is. . 


Hans Junghanns, German film di- | 
rector who specialized in winter | 
sports pictures, has been held at 
Ellis Island, N. Y., since about Jan. 
1, it was learned this week. Jung- 
hanns, who is not Jewish, had been | 
in France for a number of | 
years before the war. Immigration 
authorities are holding him on ,.a 
technicality, it is understood, by 
which passports must be valid for 
at least six months ahead. of date 
on the entrance visa. 

Paul Frank, Austrian playwright 
(‘By Candlelight’) and film scenar- 
ist, who recently arrived in the U. S., 


{ was also detained at Ellis Island, but 


only for 24 hours. He was suspected 
of moral turpitude until authorities 
investigated the facts and absolved 
him. He was traveling to this coun- 
try with his wife and her cousin, a 
young girl. Long wait for an exit 
visa from Spain caused his wife to 
despair and commit suicide. Frank 
and his wife’s cousin continued the 
journey to the US. 
Frank leaves New 
lywood May 1. 


BURTON HOLMES AT 71 
ENDING 48TH SEASON 


St. Louis, April 8 


York for Hol- 


Burton Holmes, the Tl-yea! | 
traveler who closes his 48tl season 
in Chicago on Saturday (12), will 

; qs c 
gross approximately $60,000 for 1940- 
41. While the take is less than dur- 


ing several previous seasons It was 


| more profitable, as the expenses in 
'obtaining the pictures and material 
for the course were less than in pre- | 


vious years. Holmes’ course includ- 
ed Hawaii, Mexico, South America, 
spots in the U. S. and a collection of 
oldies presented under the tag of 
‘The Romantic Adventures of Rich- 


ard Halliburton.’ 


The vet traveler, who has become 


the No. 1 b.o. lecturer in the U. S., 
made 70 p.a.’s during the season. 
Still in vigorous health, Holmes 1s 


celebrate his golden 

jubilee on the platform two. years 

The cane and crutches that 

Holmes used at the start of the sea- 

son, because of a leg injury suffered 

in Helsinki a year ago, were discard- 
i ) 


ed before the end 


f the season, 


1/10. Of recent 


Francisco to 


others, observation would indicate, 
come into some of the film houses 
for the last running of the feature 
after they have attended a legit. 
So far as the better-class nabes are 
concerned, it is felt they may be 
osing some Sunday business because 
people go downtown and are thus 
lost. 

On the other hand, all film houses 
stand to benefit some from the fact 
that legits giving performances on 


| Sundays are closed down Mondays, 


while one gives no Thursday show. 

Legits on the Sabbath started Nov. 
weeks the number 
giving matinees has run from six 
to a total of eight last Sunday (6), 
while in the evening it has been 10 
to 12, not including several benefit 
performances. 


COMIC MET BASSO’S 
$5,000-A-WEEK IN PIX 





Salvatore Baccaloni, comic basso of 


the Metropolitan, has been signed to 
a contract by Jules Levey to play 
a lead in ‘Hold On to Your Hats.’ 


Baccaloni will receive $5,000 weekly 
on a four-week deal. 

He starts work in June or July in 
the picture, and will then go to San 
appear in ‘Barber of 
Seville’ end ‘Daughter of the Regi- 
ment.’ 


Ted Lewis, Andrews Sis 


Added to A. & C. Film 


Holly wood, Apri 8 


1 $25,000 are 


> 


Scenes costing arour 


being tagged on to the recently con 

pleted Abbott-Costello film, On 
Charlie’ at Universal. In the new 
sequence will be Ted Lewis’ band 


and the Andrews Sisters. 

Studio decision to build up the 
/ picture is prompted by boxoffice re- 
sponse to Abbott and Costello's 
‘Buck Privates.’ 

Upon completion of ‘Oh Charlie’ 
Lewis will make a two-reel short at 
Universal. 


Anna Held, Jr., Closing Inn 


Anna Held, Jr., is giving up the 
inn at Peekskill, N. Y., which she 
operated and where was exhibited 


smany relics of her mother’s heyday 


She’s going to the eastern shore of 
Maryland to live 

Inn on 10-acre pl yt including 
swimming pool and skating rink, is 
for sale. 


+ 


ELPS BWAY 





Unofficial Opinion Is That U. S. 
~ Has Yet to Prove a Criminal Case 
Against Schenck and Moskowitz 


+ jcaiiinamaanls 





‘SOS Enables Hitchhiking 


Fort Worth, April 8. 

George D. Batson, former bus boy 
of New York, got the thrill of a life- 
time last week, when he saw on 
the stage for the first time his own 
|play, ‘Treat Her Gently.’ 

It was the third presentation of the 
show, the two previous ones being 
at Amarillo, far into the Texas Pan- 
handle, but Batson couldn't make it 
|to Amarillo. Press agents said he 
| was en route to the Texas town by 


| 
| 


| With five weeks already consumed, 
|and at least two more to go, court 
| observers are reported to be inclined 
unofficially to the view that the 
‘Government's trial in New York of 
| Joseph M. Schenck and Joseph H. 
| Moskowitz has thus far failed to con- 
clusively prove criminal intent. The 
| 20th-Fox chairman of the board and 
‘the company’s eastern representative 
are charged with defrauding and 
conspiring to defraud the U. S. out 
| of $412,000 in income taxes. At best, 
according to these onlookers, Gov- 
;}ernment counsel Mathias F. Correa 
| has made out a civil suit, and even 


|airplane. Actually he was hitch- | this may be weakened by a brilliant 
‘hiking, or attempting to. When he| defense. as already indicated by 
‘failed to get a hitch near Baltimore, Moskowitz's clear-cut testimony to 
| he wired Harold J. Kennedy, one of | date. 


¢the producers, who sent train fare 
| to Fort Worth. 





Whorf Goes to WB; 
Will Familiarize Self 
With Prod. Technique 


Richard Whorf, actor-scene de- 
signer with ‘There Shall Be No 
Night,’ goes to the Coast on an 
actor-director deal with Warners 
when the show closes May 4 in New 
Haven. Contract hasn't been signed, 
but Whorf has been 
going and is planning to leave May 
5 with his wife and three children. 

Only uncertainty is over the ques- 
tion of what his first picture will be. 
He was to have been in ‘King’s Row,’ 
wbut that is already in preliminary 
production, so the studio is 
seeking a part for him in a subse- 
quent film. Deal calls for him to 
do camera work, cutting and other- 
wise familiarize himself with vari- 
| ous production angles so he can take 
over direction assignments at the 
end of about a year. 

Besides playing one of the leads 
in ‘Night.’ Whorf designed the sets 
for the show. He has been associ- 
ated with the Lunts on every pro- 
duction for several years. He has 
directed and done the settings on 
various other legit plays and several 


seasons ago appeared ingone film, 
‘Midnight,’ for Chester’ Erskine. 
‘Night’ is laying off this week, but 
resumes its tour next Monday (14) 


at the Forrest, Philadelphice. 


CONEY ISLAND DRAWING 
SHOWMEN FROM B’WAY 


Coney Island, which, despite the 
hoopla of the N.Y. World’s Fair in 
1939 and 1940. came out very much 
more in the black than the highly 
publicized Fair in Flushing Mea- 

hopping on the bandwagor 
this veal witl extra howmar hip j 
the belief that the Brool beach, 
Y e than eve sa irefire attrac- 

DY An number of cafe opera- 
to ind sho n are in tl Cone 
Island cene t Ss sea n th f ( 
U ‘ flo ) it ite cafe 

i niterie and no ere ) de 
howmer 

Monte Proser, Ben Rubin, who 
was with Mike Todd at Gay New 
Orleans, Bill Miller, Billy Jackson, 
Will Morrissey and others will be 
at Coney this summer. Part of the 


ballyhoo now tags Luna Park as the 
‘World’s Fair of 1941,’ predicated on 
a moveover of some features for- 
merly at the N.Y. expo. 


Versailles, N. Y., Books 
Sablon, ‘French Crosby’ 


Jean Sablon, French Bing 
Crasby.’ has been set for the Ver- 
sfilles. New York nitery, opening 
May 15 for two weeks 

Last 
N. Y 
Frenct 


South America 


‘the 


Sablon in 
‘Streets of Paris,’ the 
then going to 


appearance by 
was in 


Varieties star 


notified he’s | 


now 


While it is felt that the court pro- 
cedure has thus far uncovered few 
‘sensational’ angles to the detriment 
of Schenck and Moskowitz, the gen- 
eral public can’t be hep to that be- 
cause of the way some dailies have 
‘circused’ the story. 

On Lroadway, 
showfolk, there’s been some anti- 
|Schenck talk, but that hasn’t been 
coming from any intimates. Latter 
have been wholly sympathetic and 
point to Schenck’s general good-fel- 
lowship and philanthropy as belie- 





among’ certain 


ing the Government's charge that 
Schenck would defraud anybody. 
The latter doesn’t logically tie up 


(Continued on page 47) 


‘LANUCK INCEPTS NEW 
PACT AS 20TH HEAD MAN 


Hollywood. April 8. 

Back from his Sun Valley vaca- 
| tion, Darryl! F. Zanuck started work 
under the new contract he signed 
last autumn, continuing as v.p. in 
charge of production for five more 
years. 

His first chore was to supervise the 
cutting of ‘Blood and Sand,’ Tyrone 
Power starrer. 
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Fox-West Coast Taking Over 30 


Golden State Houses, Permissible 


For ‘Protective Expansion Purpose 





Hollywood, April 8. 


With Government consent decree 
permitting expansion of circuits for | 
protective purposes, Fox-West Coast | 
deal to take over 30 Golden State | 
houses in northern California is 
quickly nearing consummation. | 


Spyros Skouras planed in from New 
York Sunday (6) and left for ’Frisco 


to confer with Robert McNeill, 
Goiden State prexy, on final de- 
tails. 


It is understood that West Coast 
is also negotiating for a controlling 
interest in the T & D Junior Cir- | 
cuit, with about 60 houses in north- 
ern California and Nevada. 

West Coast currently has 26% in- | 
terest in Golden State. Skouras, | 
from accounts, is likely bidding for | 
controlling interest, although there | 
is possibility that it may be an out- | 
right purchase. 

Negotiations for the two circuits 
have been progressing for some time 
with West Coast now determined to 
bring matters to a close. Two the- 
atres in San Bernardino also passed 
to F-WC control over the weekend. 

Meanwhile, reports from the east 
indicate that Thurman Arnold has 
become interested in expansion and 
rehabilitation plans for Fox-West 
Coast and is said to be eager to 
learn how the circuit intends to 
spend up to $2,000,000 previously 
announced. Spread of chain is un- 
derstood to have come to attention 
of Department of Justice. | 


GREEK WAR RELIEFS 
$114,584 THUS FAR, 








With over 1,000 theatres out of a 
total of 7,703 enrolled in the amuse- 
ment division drive for the Greek 
War Relief already reporting pro- 
ceeds of $114,584 on collections and 
special shows, the total will run to 
$1,000,000 or close, it is estimated at 
GWR headquarters. 


Out of the more than 7,700 thea- 


tres coming along on the relief drive | 


chairmaned by Adolph Zukor, a total 
of 955 scheduled special shows for 
the benefit of the relief. Of these 
over 100 were special stage shows 
headed by one at the Music Hall, 
N.Y., which collected $25,250. 


In addition to the funds raised by 


special benefit performances and the } 


collections made in lobbies, the drive 
included distribution of a short, 
‘Greek Fights Back,’ by Paramount 
with all the rentals to go to the 
GWR. A total of 710 prints were 
gotten out. 


Sez His ‘Canary’ Lifted 
From Perch, Wants 156 


Los Angeles, April 8. 


Suit for $15.000 was filed by Arthur 
Robinson, writer on musical subjects, 
@gainst Lester Cowan, independent 
producer, and his wife Ann Ronell. 
songwriter, charging plagiarism of 
a story that was produced by Para- 
mount aS a musical picture, ‘The 
Hard Boiled Canary.” later retitled 
"There Is Magic in Music.’ 

His story, Robinson charges, was 
turned over to Cowan and sold to 
Paramount and credited to Ann 
Ronell. Plaintiff states he worked | 


for weeks over the yarn with Joseph 
E. Maddy, director of the musical 
camp at Interlochen, Mich., on which 
the picture is based. 





Hammons’ First of 12 
Shorts Completed in N.Y. 


‘Hands of Destiny,’ first of a series 
of shorts being produced by Earle 
W. Hammons, was completed last 
week at Astoria, L. I., by the former 
prez of Educational and Grand Na- 
tional who is planning 12 briefies. 
Initial one-reeler was directed by Al | 
Christie. 

Hammons is also planning a fea- | 
ture, ‘Tomorrow for Sale,’ for pro-| 
duction at Astoria. Shooting script 
now being prepared by Nell Ship- 
man, 


| Higgins, U 


Warner Bros. for the use of her 
| name in ‘Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic Bul- 
let. Mrs. Ehrlich claims Warner 


| Bros. paid her and her two daught- 


Py 


; | 
‘DR. EHRLICH’S WIDOW 


SUES TO RECOVER TAX: 


Hedwig Ehrlich, widow of Dr.| 


| Paul Ehrlich, filed suit Friday (4) in| 


| 
N.Y. federal court against Joseph T. | 
S. Collector of Internal | 
Revenue for the Third District, seek- 


| ing $4,250 return of taxes, represent- 


ing 10% of the amount paid her by 


ers, Stephanie Schwerin and Mari- 
anne Landau, $42,500 for the use of 
their names, plus $500 for material 
on Dr. Ehrlich’s life, and deducted 
10% for taxes. 

The claim now made is that such 
amount is not taxable, and Warners, 
having paid it to the Government on 


June 14, 1940, Mrs. Ehrlich wants it | last week when Martin J. Mullin of | 


back . 


WB Paid 1256 Each 
For Cohan, Gershwin 


Biogs; 7, Only to Geo. M. 











Warner Bros. paid $125,000 each | 
for rights to its two forthcoming 
biographical filmusicals on the lives 
of George M. Cohan and George 
Gershwin. Cohan and his estate will 
benefit * much more, 
through a_ profit-sharing 
ment. Gershwin deal was a flat 
sum. Both included any excerpts 
from the song catalogs of the two 
men. Cohan, in addition will write 
three new numbers for his film. 


Cohan story goes to bat first. 


however, 
arrange- | 


| sistant, presided at the ceremonies. 


RKO PAYING $2 DIVVY 


Hossplay Scratched 
— = 

Hollywood, April 8. 
Horseplay on the sound stages 
costs more money than horse 
play at Santa Anita, if you can 
believe William Koenig, who 
registers the financial pulse on 
the work stream which flows 
through the 20th-Fox studio. It 
came to-a head when one actor, 
who was visiting the set, con- 
nived with an electrician to toss 
his voice into the sound track 
when another actor was singing, 





ac 


| 

thereby ruining a perfect re- | 
cording. It almost resulted in a 
roughhouse between the two | 
male stars. r 
From now on, the boys will | 
have to pull their ribbing out- | 
side the gates. 








VARIETY TENT 


Boston, April 8. 
Club became 23d | 





Boston Friars 
Tent of the Nationai Variety Club | 
M. & P. Theatres, Inc., was elected | 
chief barker. Al Kane, Paramount, 
Ted Fleischer, Interstate Theatres, 
asst. chief barkers; Harold E. Stone- 


ham, Interstate, dough guy; and Wil- 
ham H. Erb, Paramount, property 
master. 

National Chief Barker John H. 
Harris and Bob O’Donnell, his as- | 








ON ITS 67, PFD. STOCK 


Initial dividend of $2 on the 6% 
cumulative preferred stock since it 
was issued as part of the reorgani- 


| zation setup was declared last Fri- 


Robert Buckner, east doing research | 


{on the story, returned to Hollywood, 
|Monday (7). James Cagney will 
| play Cohan. Many show people as- 
| sociated with Cohan will, of course, 
| be seen in the picture, Sam H. Harris 
;}even puts himself on record with 
Warner Bros., ‘don’t leave me out.’ 
The Cohan yarn may be called 
|‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ although 
some favor a simple title such as 
‘The Story of George M 
Usage of the Four Cohans, paradoxi- 
cally, is not liked by WB execs. 
Gershwin’s film biog will be prob- 
ably captioned by some title culled 
from his songs, such as ‘Rhapsody in 





| Blue,’ although ‘I Got Rhythm’ is an- | 


| other suggestion. 


WALD AND SAPER AS 


Hollywood, April 8. 
Jerry Wald and Jack Saper team 


WB PRODUCING TEAM 


} day 


Cohan.’ | 


| terly dividend of $1.6 


| On record April 29. 


up aS co-associate producers on 
‘Navy Blues.’ which rolls April 15 
with Lloyd Bacon directing. 

Script was wriiten by Wald and | 


Richard Macaulay. 


Marsha Hunt Added To 
S. A. Good-Will Tour 


Metro 


has 


las added the name of 
Marsha Hunt to those it wil send to 
South America as part of the ‘g nd 


will’ program in which Hollywood is 
cO-Oping with the Rockefelle- 
mittee. Studio had previous!y aa- 
nounced Spencer Tracy and Elecnor 
Powell for S. A. 

Miss 
Latins 


( 


LTOomn- 


who will 
weeks, 


Madal, 


for six 


the 
currently 


visit 
is 


day (4) by Radio-Keith-Orpheum 


directors at their regular monthly | 
meeting. It is payable May 1 to 
stockholders of record April 21. 


This distribution does not mean 
necessarily that it represented the 
inauguration of regular dividends on | 
the preferred shares. Payment of | 
this dividend will leave accrued and 
unpaid preferred dividends of $5.50 | 
per share as of May 2. 

By declaring another divvy when 
| the next quarterly dividend falls 
due, it is reported that the corpora- 
tion will be able to again prevent 
enlargement of the directorate by 
selection of directors by the minority 
| group. Believed that RKO will at- 
tempt to prevent such enlargement 


of the board because regarded as 
plenty large enough as it exists to- 
day. 


Loew’s $1.6214 Divvy 
Loew’s Ine., directors } 


le 
(2) 


ist Wednes- 
declared the regular quar- 
212 on its pre- 
ferred stock, maintaining regular 
$6.50 annual rate. 

Divvy is payable May 


a 


15 to stock 





Agency Hearing Deferred 


| 


Los Angeles, April 8 
Hearing of the agency battle be- 
tween Myron Selznick and Rosalind 
I as post- 
poned to April 22 because of the ab- 
sence of key witnesses. 
Selznick 


tu 


ssell in Superior court w 


seeks an injunction re- 


| Straining an arbitration board from 


putting into effect its recent ruling 
that the actress was entitled to can- 


working in ‘Blossoms in the Dust’! cel her contract with the agency 











| 
Other News Pertaining to Pictures | 


Radio reviews: Fred Allen, Jack Benny, Dorothy Kilgallen, 
Orson Welles, F. P. Adams, Howard Barnes 
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San 


| group are eight Range Busters, 


| budgets of 16 films and a 30% 


Detroit’s Vanguard of 60,000 War 
Project ‘Boomers Cues Probable 


Effect on American Show Business 





PAR DEFERS TO JUKERS 
ON ITS BAND SHORTS 


Paramount, which is giving up its 
heavy schedule of band shorts next 





| will be weakened by the jukefilms, 
| will considerably dress up the few 


HUB MAKES 23D 


it does make, 

Budgets are being upped to take 
the briefies out of the class of those 
for the coin machines. Major change 
will be®addition of background ma- 
terial. Instead of merely shots from 
various angles of the band playing, 
Par will 
specially-prepared stock footage. 

Studio hesitates to eliminate band 
one-reelers because number of book- 
ings are high in comparison to other 


| shorts. 





Mono Slates 53 Pix 
For ’41-42; Peg Sales 
Quota at $9,225,000 


Hollywood, April 8. 
Monogram’s production program 





| for 1941-42 will comprise 53 fea- 


tures, two of which are specials. An- 
nouncement of the scheduie was 
made here by W. Ray Johnston, 


interpret the music with} 


+ 
vv 





| 





president of the company, at the an- | 


nual franchise-holders convention. 
High-bracket pictures, labeled ‘pre- 
mier productions,’ are ‘Land of the 
Sky Blue Water,’ based on Charles 
Wakefield Cadman’s song, and ‘Navy 


Bound,’ a sea yarn by Talbert Joss- | 


elyn. 

Aside from these two, the program 
is made up of four ‘East Side Kids’ 
specials, 24 westerns and 23 general 
release features. In the western 
a 
new series of eight with Buck Jones 
and the Rough Riders, and a reissue 
of eight John Wayne gallopers, 

Johnston pegs Monogram’s sales 
quota at $9,225,000, an advance of 
more than $3,000,000 since the reor- 


| ganized company held its first con- 


vention three years ago. Production 
plans call for a 50% increase in the 
raise 
in Appropriations of 12 others. 


ROACH’S 4-REELERS 
STILL UP IN THE AIR 


Hal Roach’s production plans for 





| 1941-42 still appear to be in doubt. 
| Roach announced some weeks ago 


that he will give up regular features 


and go in for what he terms ‘stream-} run 





Detroit, April 8 
Floating populations drawn to the 
industrial centers by the armaments 
boom are beginning to unhinge the 
regular amusement business here to 
no small degree. The ‘boomers, of 
whom upward of 60,000 have settled 


+ 
t 


| season because it feels their appeal | in trailers, tents and shacks in the 


Detroit area as the vanguard of an 
anticipated 200,000 due in Detroit for 
the new jobs, are a free-spending, 
ambling populace. 

Few of the boomers buy homes— 
they carry their own—at this stage 
of the game, which gives them 
plenty of added bankroll with which 
to tear loose. Temperamentally, it 
has been discovered, the migratory 
groups, following the big 
around the country, are the easy- 
come, easy-go type. While the av- 
erage mechanic employed in plants 
here is slow to recognize a boom, and 
has to salt away some earnings for 
the rainy day, the boomer is a char- 
acter who isn’t worried” greatly 
about tomorrow and intends to en- 
joy things while he can. 

Although big spending isn’t ex- 
pected to start in this area among the 
workers until early summer, the 
boomer already is starting to blaze 
the way on how to unlimber a bank 
roll. Stores have reported they 


wages 


| have been getting requests for those 


expensive shirts—in World War days 
every mechanic sported 23-buck silk 
shirts, the classiest suits and brogans 
at a minimum of $12. 

Most of the 60,000 of the first 
boomers here have shoved their 
tfailers into the less populated sec- 
tions of Oakland and Macomb 
county, fringing Detroit. They have 
put.some of the small c ‘oss-roads 
picture houses, which considered a 
50% attendance great stuff, in the 


|'metropolitan bracket with turnaway 


crowds. The freely-spent money in 

the suburbs also causing some 

swift expansion there. Dance rooker- 

ies are starting to shoot up and beer 
gardens are sprouting. 

Grossts Shooting Up 

The boomers, getting big 


is 


money 


| and hair-trigger spenders, have made 





| care of the amusements, to a deg 


themselves felt in the downtown area 
too. Detroit’s first-runs are getting 
unprecedented business for Lent. 
Straight picture bills are leaping up 
to a $35,000 weekly gross and the 
big houses which shoved product on 
in a week are holding-over. It isn’t 
the local business in a town rigid in 
its Lenten observance. 
While the Government is taking 
ree, 


of the thousands of youths it is tuck- 


'ing into the army, the boomers, cop- 


} 
| 


lined features,” which would run 
about four reels. United Artists, | 
which distribs the Roach product, | 


has balked, however, and the situa- 
tion has not yet resolved itself. 

Ed Peskay, Roach’s eastern rep 
trained for the Coast from New York 
Friday (4) for huddles with the pro- 
ducer which may result in a decision. 


| Roach is anxious to try the first of 


his series for exhibitor reaction. 
New angle that has cropped up to 
muddle the situation is Peskay’s as- 
sertion last week that Roach 
probably make next the two 
features necessary to complete 
promised for this season. 


would 
more 

five 
They are 


| to 


ping off the big money, are only get 
ting U. S. attention on the housing 
problem, which leaves them free to 
wild with their coin. These 
civilian money-grabbers, some un- 
used to heavy sugar, are setting & 
fast pace already that has the settled 
amusement business goggle-eyed 
with anticipation and is bringing 
plenty of newcomers into the field. 
It is believed the boomers ate a cinch 
boost prices in the amusement 


lend just as they once hypoed silk 


‘Niagara Falls’ and ‘Unholy Horde.’ | 


Meanwhile, UA has indicated that 
Roach mighi be counted on for three 
features in 1941-42 program to be 
announced next week. 


Tanks Roll for WB 


Hollywood, April 8. 
U. S. Tank Corps is to be drama- 
tized by Warners in ‘Iron Cavalry,’ 
localed at Fort Knox, Ky. 
William Keighley’ directs and 
James Cagney and George Brent are 





| assigned to top roles. 





Raiding in Pairs 
Hollywood, April 8. 
John Rawlins and Ford Beebe 
team up as co-directors on ‘Sea 
Reiders,’ new serial starting Apri) 
14 at Universal. 


Associate producer is Henry Mac- 
Rae, 








shirts to $23 with their demands 
At the same time, amusement | 

men here point out the old truth that 

‘crowds engender crowds’ and } 


1Z 


KNOW 
that as the boomers keep up thei! 
pace the rest of the more conserv- 


ative public is almost certain to fol- 
low the same bent. 


BENNY’S ‘AUNT’ SLATED 
TO ROLL MAY 5 AT 20TH 


Hollywood, April 8. 
Jack Benny’s first starring picture 
on the 20th-Fox lot, ‘Charley's 
Aunt,’ is slated to roll May 5. 
William Perlberg is associate pro- 
ducer. 








Payoff and Washup 


Los Angeles, April 8. 

Reinhold Schunzel, film director, 
won a decision before an arbitration 
board, which approved the discharge 
of his agent, Ad Schulberg, Ltd. 

He was ordered to pay a commis- 
sion of $1,280 on his salary as pilot 
of the Gloria Productions’ picture, 


i ‘New Wine.’ 
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Selznick and Korda, Among Other 
UA Producers, Not 100%, in Accord 
With Kelly's Proposed Sales Plan 








New United Artists sales plan ad- 
yocated by Arthur Kelly, v.p. in 
charge of distribution, is understood 


to be meeting with not quite unani- 
mous approval of the producers. 
Kelly's failure to return to New 
York from the Coast on Monday 
(7) as scheduled, after several weeks 
in Hollywood endeavoring to sell. the 
idea to the producers, is said to have 
resulted from the disapproval of the 
plan by several members of the UA 
stable whom the sales chief still 
hopes to sway. 

Delay in getting this unanimous | 
approval, it is understood, will likely 
cause postponement for a week of 
UA’s regional conventions which 
had been announced to start with a 
huddle in New York next Monday 
(14) and Tuesday. 

Kelly’s scheme envisages selling 
most of the UA output on a sliding 
scale basis. He is said to see in it 
a major step toward exhibitor good 
will, and a more equitable payoff to 
the producers. They'll get percent- 
ages commensurate with the proven 
quality of their films. 

What several of the producers ob- 
ject to, among them David O. Selz- 
nick and Alexander Korda, is said 


to be Kelly’s plan to limit to two | 


pictures the allocation in top or 40% 
bracket. Majority of the producers 


are hoping that the dissenters can | 
the | 


be persuaded to go along on 
plan. 
Not Blockbooking 
They make it. plain that the new 
system is not blockbooking, 
Idea 


individually. is to give the 


exhib a minimum product assurance | 


without making him feel that he is 
buying a package of UA pictures. 
New Kelly plan is said to resemble 
that of Metro. Percentages for 
portant films are not fixed in 
vance of sale, but on performance. 
First step is determination of a 


house’s overhead including film cost | 


(done by a formula) and then for 
all gross over that percentage goes 


up or when under it goes down. Not | 


all deals are made this way, how- 


ever. 


Attorneys Checking Plan 
Hollywood, April 8 

Arthur Kelly, United Artits sales 
chief, said yesterday (Monday) that 
nothing definite has been done yet 
on the new sales pian, as attorneys 
are still checking various phases for 
€ach producer. He said he hoped 
to have a concrete plan acceptable 
to all producers before leaving for 
New York. 

UA chieftain Murray Silverstone 
arrived here yesterday from New 
York for confabs with Ke lly and UA 


producers on product to be an- 
nounced at the series of regional 
Sales conventions scheduled to start 
shortly. After conferring at her 
home with UA-owner Mary Pick- 
ford this morning (Tuesday), Sil- 
verstone went into session with the 


producers. 
He also will talk to John M. Stahl 


concerning group picture deal 
financed by Stahl and_ released 


through UA. Similar proposal also 
may be made to Clarence Brown, 
whose Metro contract recently ex- 
pired. He rejected an offer by Bill 


Shapiro in New York a few weeks | 
ago to produce a film co-starring | 


Mae West and John Barrymore. 


METRO’S ‘DESERT SONG’ 
REMAKE WITH EDDY 


Hollywood, April 8. 
Metro is understood to be making 
& deal with Warner Bros. for remake 
of ‘The Desert Song.’ 
planned to make the operetta, but 
called off tests when Metro showed 
interest. 
M-G 
the pic. 








is slating Nelson Eddy for 


Can’t Take It, Eh? 


Hollywood, April 8. 

Studio exec, recently ypunced, 
got a taste of his own medicine 
and plenty of taunting from for- 
mer underlings whom he had 
given a rough deel in firing pre- 
viously. Many of them called 
him up, chiding him, ‘Well, how 
do you like it?’ 

Exec was forced to have his 
phone number changed to a pri- 
vate listing. 


Now They Blame 
Bad Pix Titles 
As B.0. Scarers 


Philadelphia, April 8. 

















as the | 
company has generally sold pictures | 


im-'| 
ad- | 


Latter studio | 


Philly exhibs are making their 
| periodic beefs against inane pix 
| titles. They claim that much good 


| product is falling by the wayside 
| because the customers are scared 
| away by the names on the marquees. 
Pointed out as examples of pic- 
that keep eway patrons are: 
Age,’ ‘Break the News.’ 
|‘Hurry, Charlie Hurry,’ ‘Sleepers 
West,’ ‘Double Date,’ ‘Here Comes 
Happiness,’ ‘Reaching for the Sun,’ 
‘Meet the Chump,’ ‘The Great No- 
body’ and ‘Inspector Goes to It.’ 
‘How can they expect. people to 
pay out good dough to see pictures 
| with names like that,’ wailed one 
veteran exhib. ‘Some of these films 
are good entertainment but you 


| tures 
‘Under 


| to see for 
these. They spend 
making a picture, 
|up with a title that keeps people 
| away from the boxoffice.’ 


lots of money 





| 20TH-FOX TO PICK 12 
| DIRECTORS APRIL 15 


of 20th - Fox 
elect 12 directors at 
meeting scheduled for 
(15). Those nominated 
for directorate posts are Joseph M. 
Schenck, Sydney Towell, Seton 
| Porter, Hermann G. Place, William 
| P. Philips, William C. Michel, Sidney 
|R. Kent, Felix A. Jenkins, Daniel O. 
Hastings, Wilfred J. Eadie, 
Dillon and H. Donald Campbell. 

Corporation proxy statement’s in- 
formation sets out the extent of own- 





Stockholders 
to 


are 
scheduled 

ithe annual 
| next Tuesday 


ership by various directors For 
instance, it cites that H. Donald 
Campbell and Hermann G. Place 
are officers of the Chase National 
bank of New York and that on 


March 1 this bank was the beneficial 
owner, directly or indirectly, of ay 
proximately 221.157 18/24ths shares 
of common and 671,915 6/12ths share: 
of preferred of 20th-Fox (approxi- 
|'mately 331/3% of the presently out- 
'standing voting stock) and in addi- 
tion held 
an aggregate of about 1,000 
of common and 450 shares of pre- 
be of the corporation. 


j- 


Proxy statement also reveals that 
Joseph M. Schenck owned 110,042 
| 15 24ths shares of common and 8,- | 
| 783 9/12ths shares of preferred. That 


+ 


| of the MPPDA code, 





couldn’t bring anyone to the theatre | 
themselves with titles like | 


then louse things | 


iof a 
group appeered before the council on | 


John R. | 


in various trust accounts | 
shares | 





—_ 


AUISHES Th COAST RKO Exec Realignments Include 


Mallard, Donovan Resignations: 


Nolan, Youngman, Ullman Shifts 


OW LABOR ALSO 


‘Billy the Kid’ and ‘The Out- 
law’ a Couple of Problem 
Children to the Purity- 
Sealer — Hughes Pruning 
the Latter 


DIVERS SQUAWKS 





Will Hays’ sudden departure for 
the Coast late last week was linked 
with labor disputes in the studio and 
trouble over ‘Billy the Kid’ and ‘The 
Outlaw.’ No Haysian purity seal had 
been issued on the latter up until 
early this week, according to infor- 
mation in N. Y. Also reported that 
the Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors Assn. production code of- 
ficials were not satisfied with the 
completed version of ‘Billy the Kid,’ 
with issuance of the seal reportedly 


held in abeyance until revisions are 
made, 


While any appeal from the PCA 
decisions must be made direct to 
MPPDA directors, Hays is reported 
as anxious to smooth out the difficul- 
ties at the source If possible without 
going to the extreme of having an 
appeal made. 

Recent action of the Hays office 
directorate in pledging support to 
Joseph I, Breen, when he discussed |} 
the need for more rigid observance | 
indicates that | 
the directors would back up the Pro- | 
duction Code staff. Theme 


rough edges in both instances, 





Sapolioing a Decollete 
Hollywood, April 7. 
Howard Hughes is pruning scenes 
in ‘The Outlaw’ held objectionable 
to Hays office purity sealers. 
Nix was put on shots showing 
Jane Russell’s gown cut too low in 
front. 


San Antonio Groups 


Beef on ‘Immoral’ Pix 
Sen Antonio, April 8 
Protesting that this city’s method 


of motion picture censorship is ‘im- 
practical and ineffective’ a delegation 
of 30, headed by Floyd D. James, 


local attorney, asked t} 
Thursday (3) for pass 
censorship ordinance 


1e city council 


and 


hip The 


censor: boerd 
March 13 for a 
were referred to 
partment 


similar request and 
the city’s legal de- 


The delegation listed several pic- 

tures recently show: ere which 
| they considered ‘immoral, irreligious 
and unpatriotic.’ 

James listed ‘Strange Cargo’ and 
‘Pl l elphia Sto: as nmorai ‘If 
we a %% } * 1 , e tr p O- 
( ( ¢ é e to 
be subjectec pati ral 
p tures i i e fl } ind d oO 
the r ) I The 
H: eth rf ce o! » is a lot 
of b k,’ ate J é He 
caiiea ‘To ; R 4 and I 
Thing Called Love’ as ‘objectionable.’ 

Mayor Maverick and the council 
informed the group that they would 
take the matter and study it. 





| 


Darryl F. Zanuck held 92,129 12/24ths | 


shares of common and 21,945 6/12ths 
shares of preferred. That 
| Goetz held 178,342 15/24ths shares 
of common and 55,283 9/12ths shares 
of preferred. Additionaily, 
were 30,000 shares of common held 
in certain irrevocable trusts for the 
benefit of members of Zanuck’s 
family. The approximate aggregate 
{holdings of Schenck, Zanuck and 
Goetz are 19% of the presently 


standing voting stock 


out- 


William | 


there | 


‘DuBarry’ Nixed, 

St. Paul, 

Loca] Legion of Decency, 

by Rev. Rudolph G. Bandas, 

up with a 

week, barring a musical con 
failing to ban a flicker. 

In nixing ‘DuBarry Was 

Axel Peterson, 


‘Eve’ OK 
April 8. 


wound 


nedy and 


age of stricter 
creation | 


| 


same |} 


| 


headed | 


500 batting average this | 


a Lady,’ | 
commissioner of edu- | 


cation (who wields the big stick be- | 


cause roadshows play the Municipal 


Auditorium, under his aegis), kept a 
St. Paul-born star from trotting hei 
talents before the home folks. She's 
Frances Williams, born Frances 
Jelinek, who was to have appeared 
in the ‘DuBarry’ title role Her 





of the| 


two pictures in question are reported | ene 
similar and required brushing up the | a 





Keep Us Clean! 


Hollywood, April 8. 

War widened Hollywood's lee- 
way in depicting foreign heavies, 
but American professional 
groups are exerting pressure 
against villainous portrayals of 
their members. Motion Picture 
Committee on the Portrayal of 
Lawyers is keeping in touch with 
the Producer Code Committee 
to soft-pedal felonious attorneys 
on the screen. 

Medical associations are doing 
the same for doctors and other 
professions are busy along the 
same lines. 











Milking’ Pix 
In First Runs 


Irks Min‘polis 


Minnepaolis, April 8. 
Wave of loop holdovers has local 


independent neighborhood exhibitors | 


plenty bothered. During past several 
| months there have been two and 
| three a week on the average. The 
indies claim that the pictures not 
only are being ‘milked’ in 


age later in the year. In a number 
of instances, it’s charged, the grosses 
haven’t warranted the holdovers, and 
such cases particularly irk the indies. 

Aside from the ‘B’ and lower clas- 
sification pictures which are dual- 
billed at the Aster at 15c up to 5 pm 
and 28c. thereafter for five-day run 
and which the indies, the most 
part, sluff or use on twin 
feature shows, 
two new films a week released 
first-runs downtown during the 
fortnight. 


for 


midnight 


for 
past 


Two loop pictures, ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ and ‘Buck Privates,’ are in 
their fourth week, and another‘ Lady 
Eve,’ in its second currently 


H’ WOOD PREVIEWERS’ 
DEMANDS ON STUDIOS 


Hollywood, 
Organization of 
correspondents m 


April 8. 
Hollywood 


ade demand 


news 


Mon- 


. 


day (7) on a publicity director 
committee for previews before east- 
ern showings and requested more 
leeway before the release of films 

Critics are asking for an imme- 
diate solution to the probl sO 
they can report back to their mem 
be | t a meet for 
ext Tuesday ] Re ‘ are 
i] ( i k L f¢ ] pre | ree ri 
to { TX T ft | Ti¢ a 
da 

Other | r ‘ f f } e eC! ts 
lookir 4 te I ettel! re] 1 { pet veen 
cribes ana tne { be 
worked out as they arise, spokesmen 
for studio publicity heads promise. 


WB Holds David Lewis 


Hollywood, April 8. 


Warners renewed its producer con- 


tract with David Lewis for another | 
term. 

Currently Lewis is preparing | 
‘King’s Row,’ slated to start April 
18 with Sam Wood directing 
aeaanmnsiion | 

| 
mother, Maude Jelinek, appeared 
here for many years as a stock com- 
pany character actress. 

Move to har ‘Lady Eve’ failed 
when a policewoman assigned to 
view the film reported ind 


£ 
sne 10 


nothing indecent or a aon 


the first- | 
but they fear a product short- | 


there have been only | 


|} power after 





| Pathe News as operating head 
| lowing 





Two resignations and a number of 
switches in personnel of the RKO- 
affiliated companies have followed 
= meeting of the board last Friday 
(4). Those leaving the outfit are 
William Mallard, v.p. of RKO Radio 
and general counsel and secretary 
of Radio-Keith Orpheum, and Frank 
R. Donovan, operating head of RKO 
Pathe News, Inc. 

George J. Schaefer, president of 
Redio-Keith-Orpheum, the parent 
holding company, as well as of RKO 
Radio, the picture producing com- 
pany, has added to his titles the 
chairmanship of the board of the 
latter organization. Post had pre- 
viously been held by Richard C. 
Patterson, Jr. 

J. J. Nolan, Ex-V.P. 


J. J. Nolan, v.p. in charge of pro- 
duction of RKO Radio, lost that title 
znd became an assistant secretary 
of the corporation. His salary and 
status will remain the same, how- 
ever, as he continues to be Schae- 
fer’s liaison man in the studio, in 
addition to acting as coordinator be- 
tween Harry Edington, Lee Mercus 
and the indie production units. 
Change in title results from Schae- 
fer’s determination to spend more 
time on the Coast and keep a per- 
sonal eye on production. 

Gordon E, Youngman, member cf 
the legal department and assistant 
secretary of Radio-Keith-Orpheum, 
becomes general counsel of the cor- 
poretion, succeeding Mallard. He 
also succeeds to Mallard’s place on 
the RKO Radio board. 

J. Miller Walker, likewise a mem- 
ber of the legal staff and an assist- 
ant secretary of Radio-Keith-Orph- 
eum, becomes secretary of that cor- 
poretion, succeeding Mallard. 

Frederick Ullman, Jr., returns to 
fol- 
Donovan’s departure Ull- 
man left the post for transfer to a 
producership at RKO on the Coast 
about a year ago. Ullman’s recall 
egain places him in charge of both 
newsreel and shorts production for 
Pathe. 

There was no explanation from 
the company for the series of shifts. 
It is well known, however, that 
Schaefer and the board have been 
struggling to bring the entire RKO 
etup to peak efficiency and earning 
the bad years the com- 


|panies went through while under 
77b reorgenization. Switches, it is 
presumed, were in the interest of 
efficiency. 

Reports that Schaefer’s contract Is 
up in July and that he is negotiat- 
ing a new pact, without whfch he 
vill] be out, are untrue, according to 
highly reliable sources. It is said 
that Schaefer’s termer has almost 
two more years to run and there hes 


been no talk withi 


leaving the 


n the board of his 
company. 


PHIL GOLDSTONE BACK 
AS A FILM PRODUCER 


ood, Apri! 8 
period of inactivity 
Phil Goldstone is 


najor releasing 


Hollyw 
a long 
in film pro 
returning with a 
deal being arranged. 
aler will be a comedy of the 
eir service being scripted by Edmund 
Lowe. 


We Ms 
lucing, 


Tritt 
initl 





‘Foxes’ Into Pic 


Hollywood, April 8. 

Four members of the touring legit 
cast of ‘The Little Foxes,’ which 
closed a couple weeks ago, are en 
route here for role in Samuel Gold- 
wyn’s filmization. 

Teresa Wright, who was 
With Father’ on Broadway, leaves 
New York on Thursday (10) for the 
Coast. Film, with Bette Davis 
starred, goes before the as 
Monday (14) under William Wyler'’s 


rect 


in ‘Life 


camer! 
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Minn. Anti-Consent 


Law Now: Majors to Appeal to U.S. 


Bill Virtually 





Minneapolis, April 8. 

Passage of Northwest Allied’s anti- | 
consent decree bill this week is vir- 
tually assured and it will become a} 


law with the governor's signature, | 
but the major film companies which | 
have opposed it—Metro, Warners, 
Fox and United Artists—are pre- 
pared to fight its enforcement. Al- | 
leging that it is unconstitutional, 
they will seek a temporary restrain- 
ing order. If the injunction is issued, 
as expected, Minnesota independent 
exhibitors undoubtedly would have 
to operate under the consent decree 
after all until the courts finally pass 
on its validity. If it’s necessary to 
carry the case to the U. S. Supreme 
Court, this might take two years. 

The bill went through the Minne- 
sota state legislature lower house 
with flying colors, only three nega- 
tive votes being cast against it, as 
compared to 104 in the affirmative. | 
It is expected to have almost equally 
clear sailing in the state Senate, 
where it also carries a favorable | 
committee report. | 

Contravening the consent decree | 
bill's groups-of-five selling plan, ‘he 
bill would compel distributors to | 
offer their entire season’s product, | 
the sarne as at present, and to grant 
a minimum 20% cancellation privi- 
lege and to refrain from forced sell- 
ing of shorts or other films. Rather 
than operate under its provisions, at 
least one company, 20th-Fox, has de- 
clared that it would discontinue sell- 
ing in Minnesota, except to the 
Paramount-affiliated circuit, which 
has a franchise running for several 
years. 

At public hearings in the state 
legislature Fox representatives have 
asserted it would not be practical to 
set up a separate and different sell- 
ing plan for Minnesota. The local 
branch, however, would be main- 
tained and other parts of the terri- 
tory would be serviced from here, 
it has been explained. United Artists 
also declared it couldn’t operate in 
Minnesota under the anti-consent 
decree bill 





| 


| similar to those of Minnesota and 


Mich. Too Pops Up With 


Surprise Anti-Consent 
Detroit, April 8. 

Coming as someintng Of a surprise 

to the State’s exhibitors, a legislator 

in Michigan has popped up with the 

introduction of an anti-consent bill 


Georgia for enactment at the current 
session, Groups here have started 


Exposing Himself 





Philadelphia, April 8. 

During the cross-examination 
of Robert Lynch, head of the 
Metro exchange, in an arbitra- 
tion case here, he was asked to 
read the terms of the contracts 
of the two houses involved in 
the dispute. As he finished 
there was a buzz of conversation 
from the other distrib reps who 
were attending the hearing. 

Counsel for one of the majors 
arose and said to Arbitrator 
Robert J. Callaghan: 

‘Sir, you probably don’t un- 
derstand, but this man’s com- 
petitors are here and they’re 
learning the secrets of his busi- 





scurrying around to have their at- 
torneys scrutinize the proposed law 
to determine what action and pres- 
sure they care to bring. 

Seemingly blowing up out of 
nothing but the fact that State Leg- 
islatures elsewhere have come up 


| with a bill of similar nature, Rep. 


Raymond J. Snow, of Flint, Mich., 
already has started through the mill 
the bill which he says will ‘free mo- 
tion picture exhibitors from the 


| rigidity of distributors’ releases and 


the sameness of programs. It also 


| will give the exhibitors options on 
| all features and allow each one to be 


ness for the first time.’ 








‘TOUGH PIX 
TERMS 


4 








his own program maker.’ 
Provisions of the proposed law 
carry a clause for a 20% rejection 


| privilege, prohibits the forcing of 


series, newsreels, shorts or reissues 
and the requirement that all dis- 
tributors be put under a State li- 
cense which automatically would 
force concurrence with the proposed 
law if they wished to continue re- 
leasing product in Michigan. The 
law can only be interpreted as aimed 
at destroying the operation of the 
consent decree here, establishing a 
new run and clearance setup. 

Those in the trade insist they had 
no finger in the bill and it must be 
solely Rep. Snow's idea to accom- 
plish the purposes of the anti-five 
bloc bills in Minnesota and Georgia. 
He is an influential member of the 
legislature and his introduction of 
the bill will carry plenty of weight 
with his colleagues no matter what 
action the exhibitors take. They 
maintain no regular lobby at the 
State capitol but send up represen- 
tation on legislation which effects 

















exhibitors. 





Distribs Want Showdown as Colo. 
Indie Withdraws His Complaint 





Denver, April 8. 

The first arbitration hearing here 
resulted in dismissal, at plaintiff’s re- 
quest. J. J. Goodstein, owner of 
Goodstein Enterprises, Inc., made the 
motion after the hearing had gone 
four days and entered the fifth. 
Goodstein was esking more product 
for his Longmont, Longmont, Colo., 
the case being against Loew’s, Para- 
mount and 20th-Fox. Goodstein has 
RKO, WB and Republic with which 
he could operate allegedly when he 
took the house back from Fox Inter- 
mountain, who has built a new thea- 
tre in Longmont, 

In objecting to the dismissal AI- 


defendents, declared that if the hear- 
ing had gone on they would have 
shown that the arbitration demand 
was made for the purpose of forcing 


ceedings and then drop them after 
they have given their testimony and 
thus prevent the defense from giving 
their arguments. Gould said in pert: 


‘This move prevents us from prov- 
ing that not one branch manager in 
this room has refused to sell Good- 
stein the first run available in this 
| situation, and it prevents us from 
| clearing these branch managers in 
| this record. It prevents Rick Ricket- 
|son, operating Fox Intermountain 
| theatres, from showing that it is the 
| constant effort of Fox Theatres in 
this division to comply with the 
| spirit of this decree, and I say to you 





| that that decree is going to be com- | 
bert J. Gould, Jr., attorney for the | plied with. Mr. Ricketson feels that | 


| it is the greatest thing that has ever 
| happened in the industry. He feels 
| that it is the greatest thing for the 
|orderly conduct of the business. 


Fox to take another lease on Good- | Can’t Bar Dismissal 
stein’s house. 


Dr. A. J. Cronin has completed a 
;new novel but is playing coy with 
| film companies. Despite strenuous 
efforts of story departments to see 
| galleys of the book, which will be 
published by Little, Brown & Co., 
author refuses to give them a gander. 
He claims it is his best, superior 
to ‘The Citadel,’ and has stated he 
expects a record price for screen 
rights. Therefore he’d rather wait 
until publication, when the film 
'companies can see how the public 
| takes to the novel, before showing 
| it 





Meantime, Cronin’s agent, Richard 
| Halliday, is negotiating sale of mag 
| Serial rights. Author wants $60,000, 
| virtually an unheard of price. Hailli- 
|day and his wife, Mary Martin, re- 
| turned to the Coast from New York 
|last week after the agent confabbed 
| with Cronin at his New York Har- 
bor, Me., home. 
Another Sliding Deal 

Metro’s purchase last Friday (4) 
of ‘Drivin’ Woman’ by Elizabeth 
| Chevalier was another in the series 
of deals instituted last year by which 
final price for screen rights to a 
book is determined by number of 
copies sold. Top to which the figure 
can go in this case is $75,000. Metro 
made a down payment of $10,000 and 
| plunks down a similar amount when 
it is published in the fall. After that 
| it pays $2,500 for each 10,000 copies 
sold, after the first 100,000 has been 
reached. 

Yarn which hasn’t yet been pub- 
| lisher, had studios in some doubt, 
| despite the admitted quality of the 
| plot. It concerns fight of a woman 
| against the tobacco trust in an effort 
ito aid tobacco farmers. Studios 
| feared squawks from tobacco inter- 
| ests. 








Other Story Buys 


Hollywood, April 8. 

Republic purchased ‘Devil Dogs 
on Parade,’ a Marine yarn by Lester 
| Miller. 

Metro bought ‘Joe Smith, Ameri- 
can,’ by Paul Gallico. 

Harold Turner sold his naval tale. 
‘Gobs in Blue,’ to Republic. 

Paramount acquired screen rights 
to ‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ Broad- 
| way play by Francis Swann. 
| Don Hartman sold his yarn, “The 
| Road to Moscow,’ to Paramount as a 
| Bing Crosby-Bob Hope-Dorothy 
| Lamour co-starrer. 
David O. Selznick bought the 








! 
Testimony in the case ran back 10 
years, to the time one of Goodstein’s | 


companies went through bankruptcy. 
On the final dey testimony was taken 
Joe Ashby, RKO exchange manager, 
testified Goodstein had run ‘Kitty 
Foyle,’ a 40% film a day ahead of 
booking, on same day ‘Little Men,’ a 
30% film closed, and made a return 
based on ‘Men,’ and elthough the 
alleged breach of contract took place 
in January, failed to report same to 
the RKO exchange until after the 
matter had been brought out in the 
arbitration proceedings. Ashby said 
he told Goodstein the matter hed 
already been reported to the home 
office. 

Defense Stand 

In the opening statement Gould de- 
elared the defense hoped to prove 
that Goodstein was not a ‘reputable 
and responsible’ party as defined in 
the decree, and that also because of 
the ‘minimum standards of theetre 
operation,’ also in the decree, ex- 


change managers were not bound to. 


| came here, and it is just unfortunate, | 
from our standpoint, that we could | 


,used for the purpose of compelling 


; screen rights to ‘Drake’s Drum,’ a 
We have no power to prevent a/ story of modern England, by Peter 
dismissal. I think we are entitled to | Viertel. 


| suggest for this record that es a mat- | 
ter of public policy it is a bad thing | 
for independent exhibitors to file un | 
arbitration proceeding and then dis- | 
miss at this stage of the hearing | 
when they have told their | ot , 
story, with the inferences and testi- | : Holiywood, April 8. 
mony that we are prepared to refute. | Helen Gilbert drew a player con- 
I want it understood these branch | tract at Paramount. ' ; 
manegers are not at fault, and the| Arthur Wimperis inked a writer 
only thing which you as arbiter could | Pact with David O. Selznick. 
have finally given him has been | _ Warners picked up its actor op- 
available at all times, and it will be | ion on Anthony Quinn, 
available tomorrow the same as it | “ee handed acting ticket 
has been evailable to him before he | Joseph Cotten inked two-picture 
acting pact at RKO. 
William Keighley signed Howard 
ooney to a personal acting contract. 
Richard Webb drew a stock player 
contract at Paramount. 

Metro handed Harry Ruskin a new 





Studio Contracts 








‘not hav2 shown conclusively here | M 
‘that the consent decree was being. 


the Fox Theatres to lease his thea- | 


tre again.’ writer ticket. 


The second Denver arbitration! Marcia Ralston inked player act 
hearing, in which E. K. Menagh of at Universal. 


the Ster, Ft. Lupton, Colo., is asking Dona Mullenger signed to acting 


deal with Goodstein unless they so day-and-date round with the Rex at contract by Metro. 


wished. 
In opposing the dismissal Gould 


blasted at exhibitors who start pro- | 


| Brighton, Colo., five miles distant, 


Dennis O’Keefe’s two-picture deal 
will be set for hearing as soon as} with RKO converted into term con- 
parties pick an erbiter. tract. 


| 


DOC CRONIN’S 


Lefty Thinks Jukeboxes May Cue 
Comeback of the Penny Arcade 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal., April 8. 





Dear Joe! 

Well, my old friend Jake Bernstein, who was assistant props at the 
Temple in Rochester, passed through here with the Rochester Symphony 
and he gave me a good idea that has been used in some spots around the 
country and did well. It is to put jukeboxes in the lobby, which I did, and 
am cleaning up. In fact, there is more dough in my lobby than there ig 
in the theatre these days, which proves there’s dough f> be made outside 
the theatre. Of course, the machines make an awful racket, but I bought 
myself a bottle of 100 aspirins which has lasted me over two weeks. When 
I got a bad run of pictures, I used to use that many aspirins in one week, 
Some customers have complained that when the doors open, the noise 
from the jukeboxes drowns out the talk on the screen, but I tell 'em they 
don’t know how lucky they are. 

The younger generation sure go for these jukeboxes. It’s funny; they'll 
spend their dough listening to ‘Frenesi’ and ‘I Hear a Rhapsody’ when 
they could go home and hear it on their radios nearly every 15 minutes, 
Some of the kids dance in the lobby, and if it keeps up I think I'll enlarge 
the lobby and cut down the seats in the theatre. It reminds me of the 
time years ago when Aggie and me would go in one of them store shows 
when the phonograph first came out, and we’d put an earphone a piece 
to our ears and for a cent we could hear some guy throw up a ballad that 
sounded like he was singing with a closepin on his nose. Maybe the 
penny arcades are coming back? I’m thinking of putting in ‘peep shows’— 
you know, where you stick a penny in the slot, turn the crank and see 
‘A Night in a Sultan’s Harem’ or ‘Maybelle Takes a Bath.’ At least in 
a penny arcade when a guy sees a bad picture he don’t tip off anybody; 
he don’t want to let his neighbor to know he got stung for a penny; but 
in a picture show they all squawk if the picture happens to be even 
medium-lousy—everyone becomes a critic. 

The soldiers in camp here are my best customers. Aggie’s brother 
found out there was a camp here and wrote me that he would like to 
come out and start a dice came if I could get the Chief of Police to okay 
it. I wrote him back I would have nothing to do with it and anyway the 
Chief said there wasn’t a chance as he is one of the Deacons of the 
Church, and anyway he is afraid the Federal authorities would get after 
him. It’s funny, as soon as the draft comes in there’s a lot of guys start 
figuring out ways and means how to part our boys from their $21 a month. 
I know when I was in the Army we wanted to be taken by our own ‘bud- 
dies’ and didn’t like no outside dice. If some of those boys in camp could 
only hit the target like they used to hit sevens, we'd a had the greatest 
marksmen in the world. Of course, guns are loaded, too, but they're not 
as easy to handle as dice. 

Those Two Hibernians 

Read in your letter to me that my old pals Smith & Dale of the Avon 
Comedy Four were the Collies of the St. Patrick’s Day Gambol of the 
Lambs Club and that they put over a great show. I sure would have 
loved to have been there; you must have had plenty of laughs. And those 
luncheons you wrote me about given by the Saints & Sinners once a 
month with their President Haroid G. Hoffman as the guy that digs up 
all the great ideas. I knew him when he was the Governor of New Jersey 
and he is a great guy. He told me stories once for over an hour, and good 
ones, too—one of them I never heard before. You say that Tex O’Rourke 
makes the speech of the day at those affairs. Well, he certainly can do 
it, has plenty on the ball, and has done everything there is to do except 
being a jockey on mice. 

We are still having plenty of rain out here. 
new swimming strokes going to school. 
a Sunday again this year. Aggie and me sends our Spring greetings to 
the gang. It won’t be long now before the seersuckers and Palm Beach 
suits will get their mothball smell blown offen them. SEZ 

Your pal, 
Lefty. -« 
“War does not determine who’s right but only 


Junior has learned two 
I see where Easter comes out on 


P. 8.—Bob Shayon sez: 
who's left.’ 


N. Y. Legiter to House ‘Citizen Kane’ 
Day-and-Date With RKO Palace, Bway 


With the Rivoli apparently out as ,demand for tickets for press screen- 
a running mete to RKO’s Palace for |ings today (Wednesday) at the 
the twin opening of ‘Citizen Kane’ | Broadway, N. Y., end the Ambassa- 


in New York within te next four | dor on the Coast. RKO press aide 
weeks, distributing company has 











a ' ; declared newspapermen wanting 
en looking over legit houses. RKO | ducats seem to be ‘climbing out from 
| under every table.’ 

‘Kane,’ Ned E. Depinet, RKO sales 
| chief, announced last week, will open 
| within a month in Los Angeles and 
| Chicago, in addition to New York, to 

be followed by engegements in 
| Washington, San Francisco, Seattle 
and San Diego. 


plan is to play the picture in two 
houses in each city, one on a two-a- 
day reserved seat policy, and the 
other continuous. 

Rivoli, which RKO wanted for the 
two-a-day, it is understood, will not 
be available for ct least six or seven 
weeks. This is longer than RKO 
wants to wait, as it would be un- 
profitable to delay until present pub- 
lic interest turns cold. John Wright, 
Riv managing director, said yester- 
day (Tuesday) that he is committed 
to Universal to follow the current 
‘Meet John Doe’ with ‘Flame of New 
Orleans.’ 

Will Refurbish Palace 

RKO will close down the Pelace, it 

is reported, for a short time before 


the ‘Kane’ opening in order to re-'| 


furbish it. Shuttered Hollywood 
theatre, Warner Bros. house, is avail- 
able as the twin to the Palace, but 
RKO is not anxious to use it, as 
films pleying there in recent years 
seem to have been marked by lack 
of success. Absence of any other 
grade A theatre is what has brought 
on RKO’s hunt through the legiters. 

Tremendous interest generated in 
‘Kane’ by the lengthy controversy 




















over its release is evidenced by the 





No Purity Seal 
Hollywood, April 8. 

Despite press previews and an- 
| nounced intention of releasing the 
| film, it has as yet received no Hays 
office seal. RKO has apparently 
| been so engaged in other aspects of 
the pic it hasn’t had the opportunity 
| to present it for official okay by Joe 
| Breen’s department. Breen a year 
| ago did, however, approve the script. 





‘Get Out of Town’ 

Orson Welles was ‘smuggled out of 

town’ yesterday (Tuesday) on orders 
of his physician. Actor-producer- 
‘director was said to be suffering 
| from fatigue and badly in need of 
at least three weeks of complete 
| quiet and rest. 

Herb Drake, Welles’ p.a., left for 

_the Coast yesterday afternoon to 
| take care of Welles’ interests there 
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SETTLING BEFORE TRIAL 





Agnew of Par Keynotes the New 
Consent-Decree Selling for “41-42: 
~ More Authority Out in the Field 





Pointing out that ‘you don’t know 
what the footing is until you take a 
step,’ Neil F. Agnew, vice-president 
in charge of distribution for Para- 
mount, states his company has 
worked out new contracts and other 
forms, plus other plans for some 
changes in the exchange machinery, 
to practice with as a starter. Ex- 
perience under the new means of 
consent decree selling will determine 
what, if enything, is wrong with the 
getup and whether any modifications 
will be necessary. 

In spite of the fact many problems 
will have to be met as they arise 
and future procedure in sales will 
be determined by experiences under 
the decree, Agnew inclines to the be- 
lief that selling will be much simpler 
than it was at first thought it would 
be. It seems to be simplifying itself 
as distribs get closer to the actual 
selling in blocks-of-five and under 
various other provisions of the de- 
cree, he says. Agnew also notes that 
buyers do not appear to be so appre- 


hensive over the new means of mer- | 


chandising pictures as they were. 

Par’s sales manager points out that 
selling will be less complicated be- 
cause, henceforth, it will be much 
more concentrated in each cf the 
various exchange zones. The de- 
cree specifies that each and every 
deal must be closed in the exchange 
territory in which the thectre is lo- 
cated. 

Local Viewpoint 


Agnew holds that among other 
things, this will mean that all 
parties in deals will be closer to them 
and thus understand them better 
from a local territory point of view. 
Analysis of conditions in  con- 
nection with the sale will also be 
quicker, he adds. Moreover, where- 
es in the past most circui some 
spread over many states, hAve made 
their deals at New York home of- 
fices or at their headquarter points, 
starting with the 1941-42 product cir- 
cuits will be doing their buying in 
the fleld. Chains which extend over 
more than one exchange territory 
will be forced to make their buys in 
perhaps two or three branch points 
with each distrib’s representztives. 

Among the new forms Agnew and 
hig department have devised is one 
covering approval of contracts which, 
he says, has been reduced to simple 
terms. Also, the policy with Para- 
mount will be to expedite the ap- 
Proval of contracts submitted by 


, 


salesmen by delegating more author- | 


ity to the field forces in providing 
the okay or rejecting the seles ap- 
plication. Under pre-consent sell- 
ing, all contract applications had to 
be approved at the home offices. 
Mistakes Minimized 
This was due principally to 
fact that deals covered a 
seeson’s product and, in many in- 
stances, a great’ number of theatres, 
while now the contracts will call 
for only five pictures or less. Agnew 
takes the view that the matter of 
contract approval is thus not so im- 
portant because, if the field makes 
@ mistake here and there, it will be 
minimized beccuse it’il be only for 
@ few films. 


Par will have three blocks-of-five 
Teady for delivery starting Sept. 1, 
when the season officially opens. 
This will take the company near to 

hristmas on releases, if at the rate 
of one film a week, and being well 
ahead on product, Per also will be 
selling earlier this summer. Studio 
4g alrecdy working on °41-42 pic- 

es. Agnew said that some films 
which lend themselves to special 
Selling may be merchandised singly 
rather in blocks-of-five. 

Distribution chieftain of Par is 
Planning a trip around the exchanges 

two weeks, thence a Cozst visit, 
and Prior to getting into actual sell- 
Mg on '41-42 film he will probably 
hold a special meeting of some kind. 
He has laid no definite plans in 


the 
whole 


ron 
con- 





Roy Warner’s Indie Unit 


Hollywood, April 8. 
Roy Warner is here from Charles- 
jton, W. Va., to formulate plens for 
a producing company with Jack 
Kenney, of Hollywood. 

Outfit is to make a series of five 
historical films localed in Charleston 
for states rights market. Many West 
| Virginians financially interested. 


‘MO. BILL WOULD NIX 
MARATHON PIX SHOWS 


St. Louis, April 8. 


ni 
| 
j 
| 


| 








| 








A curb on long film shows in Miss-! 
ouri has been proposed in a bill in-| 


troduced in the Missouri legislature 
by Senator Kenney, St. Louis. His 
bill would limit a flicker program to 
two and one-half hours unless a 15- 
minute intermission is given at the 
start of each hour after two and 
one-half hours. ‘These double and 
feature programs are keeping child- 
ren up too late.’ Kinney declared 

The bill is sponsored by the Better 
Films Council of St. Louis and sup- 
ported by schools, civic and profes- 
sional organizations. 


GN Trustee Sues 20th And 
Lab Over Lost Negatives 


Harry G. Fromberg, trustee in 
bankruptcy of Grand National Pic- 





tures, Inc., has filed a $500,000 suit | 


in N. Y. supreme court against 20th 
Century-Fox Film Corp. and De 
Luxe Laboratories, Inc., claiming the 
loss of some 2,200 negatives of Edu- 
catione]l Film Corp. of America in 
a fire at 20th-Fox’s plant in Little 
Ferry, N. J., on July 9, 1937. From- 
berg is the assignee of the rights of 
Educational. 

The negatives were given to De 
Luxe to store between June, 1935, 
and the time of the fire. Negligence 
is claimed. Answer denies charge 
and a counter-suit has been started 
which states that an egreement, set- 
tling the dispute, had been reached, 
with De Luxe agreeing to make du- 
plicates of the destroyed negatives 
for nothing. Since the action has 
been started, the cost of making 
the duplicates is sought. 





By Script Shall He know 


Hollywood, April 8. 
Mark Hellinger has three scribes 





working on three screenplays to de- | 


termine which goes into production 
first 


John Meehan is scripting ‘Bowery 


Nightingale.” John MBalderston 1 
toiling on ‘Fifth Avenue’ and John 
O’Hara on ‘God’s In His Heaven.’ 


H. M. RICHEY IN HOSP. 

H. M. Richey, suffering a sudden 
kidney attack, into the New 
Rochelle hospital, New Rochelle 
N. Y., Saturday (5) for observation 
He is exhibitor relations counsel for 
Metro. 

Richey had planned leaving Sat- 
urday morning for Washington to 
confer with exhibitors there. 


went 


nection with a meeting or conven- 
tion. 

In connection with new forms and 
setting up internal mechanics in ex- 
changes, Fred LeRoy, h.o. distribu- 
tion executive, leaves Tuesday (15) 
on a trip to instell the new ma- 
chinery. Accompanying him will be 
Osear Morgan, shorts sales head, 
who will visit each of the 10 dis- 


trict points to lay the groundwork | 


for immediate selling of ‘41-42 
shorts which cannot be ‘forced’ unde: 
the decree. Morgan has already 
appointed 10 special shorts selling 

presentatives at district headquar- 
ters throughout the country. 


- 





APPEASE [NOTE 


First Case in Minneapolis 
Thus Leaves Fox Alone 
Battling the White Bear, | 
Minn., Exhibitor — Like- 
wise Austin (Texas) and 
Brooklyn Indies Make 


Peace 





IT WAS EXPECTED 





Minneapolis, April 8. 

Without waiting for the hearing, 
three of the four major distributors 
involved offered the White Bear the- 
atre, White Bear, Minn., deals after 
it had filed its complaint with Arbi- 
tration in a move to obtain some run 
of the companies’ product. 


{In the trade, in New York, this | 
| was seen as an almost inevitable re- 
sult of taking complaints to the ar- 
bitration tribunals.] 


This was brought out at the first 
Arbitration hearing here, with A. A. 
| Karlins as arbitrator. 
| In consequence a ‘trial’ agreement 
to sell five pictures for second run, 
| Metro was stricken from the com- 
plaint. Only Fox continues to refuse 
to make a deal, it was testified. 

The Arbitrator must decide, how- 
ever, whether the deals offered by 
Warners and RKO, which are un- 
satisfactory to the White Bear the- 
atre, satisfy the consent decree’s re- 
quirements, and whether Fox will 
have to fall in line. 

Dave Ratner, White Bear theatre 
v.p. and manager, claimed that the 
prices demanded by RKO for sec- 
ond-runs in the town of 3,500—$1i0. 
$20 and $30, according to classifica- 
tions—for the second-runs were too 
high, while the Warners’ insistence 
that he buy a minimum of 30 pic- 
tures also was ‘unreasonable.’ 

Charges Over-Buying 

S. P. Halpern, counsel for Ratner, | 

alleged that the opposition house, 








the Avalon, which entered the pro- 
ceedings as intervener, has over- | 
bought in order to deprive the White | 
Bear theatre of product. The Ava- | 
1 in White Bear 19 years be- 


fore Ratner’s entrance and during 
hat period had no opposition. 

Ratne now only has Paramount 
for first-run. He makes. three} 
changes a week, with double bills 


yn one of them. He testified that 
he should have at least one other ma- | 
jor product first-run and that he was | 
not certain if obtaining second runs | 
| would enable him to operate profit- | 
lably. It was testified that it is un- | 
| usual to sell second runs in so small | 
la town as White Bear and attorney | 
' Halp rn indicated that there would 
| be a demand for the companies to 
split the product between his client | 
| and the opposition house. 


It was brought out that the White | 
Bear theatre has a $75,000 conspir- 
acy damage suit pending against the 
Avalon, which is owned and oper- 
ated by Mrs. J. L. Jensen. The suit 

| alleges that, in restraint of trade, the 

Avalon is trying to put the White 

Beal out of business Ratner 

] Mr Jensen f $5.000 

for slander because, it’s al- 

erced e expelled the sister of the 

White Bear theatre’s manager from 
her showhouse 


| Metro Settles in Austin 

| Austin, Texas, April 8. 
fetro has been withdrawn fron 
t st Texas arbitration case 
Case was that of the Joseph Drive- 
In here against M-G, 20th-Fox and | 


Warners, In the settlement, nego 
tiations have been completed for a 
leal for products between Metri 


1 the Drive-In. 


Hearing against the others will be* 


held in Dallas next week. 
Brooklyn Indies Make Perace 
The first arbitration case to come 
i» in New York, tigated by the 
Regent, Brooklyn, was settled at 
Arbitration offices prior to going 


earl i) 


i oklyn house 


‘Tr ry)! no P 
ine ) if ns i) 


| port, will cut the clearance to per- 
' haps 


| house 
| State 


(It A Mh (RS Big Fives Theatre Circuits Can 


Buy Own Product En Bloc, But None 





Can Do So With Any Other Co.’s Pix 


Par’s Intra-Org. Manual 
On the Decree’s Do-Nots 


In preparation for some time, Para- 
mount will probably have its special 
manual on the consent decree for 
the use of its own people, including 
all those in sales, within a week or 
10 days. It will reduce the highly- 
technical and legal language of the 
decree to a layman’s terms and will 
point out what can’t be done besides 
interpretations of various clauses. 

Manual will be distributed pri- 
vately to Par personnel for guidance 
in dealing with the decree. Austin 
C. Keough is personally supervis- 
ing preparations of the guidebook. 


> YEARS EACH FOR 2 
IN ST. LOO STICKUP 


St. Louis, April 8. 











The theatres of each major dis- 
_tributor under the consent decree 
may take the entire product of their 
companies but not the pictures of 
any of the others similarly, accord- 
ing to an interpretation of attorneys. 
They will not be forced to buy in 
blocks of five but may contract on 
home ground for the full output in 
the usual manner. 

Thus, all Paramount theatres, num- 
bering more than 1,500, may take 
the full output of that distributor as 
in the past. The same will hold true 
of Loew houses on Metro pictures; 
National Theatres so far as 20th-Fox 
film is concerned; Warners on WB 
product and RKO likewise for its 
own pictures. 

Clzimed that although theatres of 
the Big Five may not be controlled 
100% they still will not suffer any 
restrictions when it comes to buying 
film of their own distributing com- 
pany. In the Par theatre setup this 
involves a large number of partner- 





Andrew Gruen and Neal Tesson, | 
both 23, were sentenced to five years! 
in the state reformatory at Algoa,! 
Mo., Friday (4) on their pleas of, 
guilty to robbing the treasurer of| 
the Fox theatre of $1,500 last Xmas| 
night. They pleaded guilty to a first} 
degree robbery charge before Cir- 
cuit Judge Ward who administered 
the minimum sentence. 

After the stickup the youths spent 
most of the money for an auto and 
a trip to Florida gambling resorts. 


Nab Milwaukee Gunman 
Milwaukee, April 8. | 

An ex-convict, Max Somach, 40, | 
picked up by police in Chicago, has | 
been identified by five employees of | 
the Riverside theatre here as one | 
of the two bandits who held them up | 
Sunday night, March 30, and got | 
away with $7,645, all but $500 of 
which was abandoned in a bullet 
ridden car after a running gun fight 
with pursuing police. Somach had 
been out on bond after an attempted 
theatre robbery in Chicago, and 
prosecution of the Milwaukee 
charge against him will have to 
await disposition of the Windy City 
case. 
After an assault and _ robbery | 





charge in Racine in 1930, Somach 
was sentenced to seven years in the 
state prison at Waupun, Wis. 


$975 Stickup | 

Boston, April 8. | 

Bandits held up Irwin Miller, as- | 
sistant manager Morton theatre, Dor- 
chester, as he was entering a bank in 
Mattapan Square Monday (7) andj} 


| snatched $975 from him. 


Four gunmen stopped him on the 
sidewalk, grabbed the bag out of his 
hands and escaped in an automobile. 
Miller was not injured. 


beefed against the Apollo, also in 
Brooklyn and Paramount, Metro, 
20th, Warners and RKO. Regent 


claimed that the Apollo, a mile dis- 
tant, was getting a clearance ad- 
vantage in obtaining film of all dis- 
tributors seven days ahead 
While the Regent sought a 
and-date arrangement in going to 
arbitration, following confabs, the 
seven parties involved reached a 
compromise which, according to re- 


day- 


about one-half of what it is 
now. The exact days remains to be 
worked out. 

The second case before the N.Y. 
tribunal will come up today (Wed.) | 
when Herbert Scheftel operating 
the Squire, Great Neck, LI, will 
charge all of the Big Five with 
granting unreasonable clearance 
over him to the Great Neck Play- 

(Skouras). His complaint! 
that he is forced to play pic- 
tures of all companies 30 davs be- 


hind the Skouras operation in his 
town. 

George A. Spiegelberg, attorney 
nd as t professor of law at 
New York University, will sit on the 
Case 


ships in some of which Par has a 
minority interest, while in RKO and 
WB there are also some outside 
ownerships, as well as pools. Al- 
though they figure in some pools and 
operating egreements, for the most 
part Loew houses are controlled en- 
tirely by Loew’s, Inc., with many of 
the theatres, incidentally, completely 
free of any ‘paper.’ 

While pointed out in legal quarters 
close to the decree that pictures of a 


| distrib can be bought on a yearly 


basis within the family, Loew’s, for 
instance, cannot have this privilege 
on Par, RKO, WB or 20th-Fox prod- 
uct. Also, indicated that the thea- 
tres of a consenting distrib may 
play its own film before it is screen- 
ed for the general trade or sold. 
However, under the decree an ex- 
hib in opposition to Par theatres 
so far as Par product is concerned, 
mey claim discrimination if he feels 


| that he is being shut out from that 


company’s pictures unfairly in favor 
of one of Par’s own houses. In 
such cases, complaints of this kind 
are subject to arbitration. Clearance 


lor some run also figures where an 


outside theatre follows one owned 


2006 PLAGIARISM SUIT 
VS. M-€’S ‘NINOTCHKA’ 


A suit by Stephen Tamas, Hun- 
garian playright, against Metro Pice- 
tures Corp., Metro Distributing Corp., 
and Loew’s, Inc., for the alleged 
plagiarism of Tama’s scenario, ‘Mos- 
cow, Paris and Return,’ in ‘Ninotche 


ka’ was revealed Wed. (2) when 
Tamas applied for an examination 
of Jesse T. Mills, assistant secretary 
of Loew’s, before trial. Action is in 
the N. Y. supreme court. 

Plaintiff claims the story v sub- 
mitted to Loew’s Octobe 1938 
and rejected. The picture made 
profits of over $1,000,000, plaintiff 
claims in seeking $200,000 damarves 
and an injunction. Loew’s admits 
receiving scenario and rejecting it, 
but denies all char f plagiarism. 


He’ll Be Both of Them 


Hollywood, April 8. 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., plays twin 
roles in ‘The Corsican Brothers,’ 
heavy budget picture to be produced 


by Edward Small for United Artists 


release. Start is slated for June 15. 
Howard Estabrook is scripting the 
Dumas novel. 


METRO’S 2 LEGIT TESTS 
Metro last Thursday (3) made 
screen tests of two players in current 
Broadway legiters. One was Adele 


Longmire of the ‘Old Acquaintance’ 


|company and the other Richard 

Quine of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace.’ 
3oth are under option to M-G 

when their current run-of-the-play 


z 


icontracts expire. 
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WB Junkets to New England Town 


For Bette Davis 


Deep Down 





Hollywood, April 8. 

a new 
‘low’ in its world premiere for 
‘Underground.’ Picture is slated 


Warners is aiming at 


Great Lie’ Preem 


in 








By MAXWELL FOX 
Littleton, N. H., April 8. | 
Bette Davis celebrated her 33rd | 
birthdcy and Warner Bros. preemed | 
her newest starrer, ‘The Great Lie,’ | 
Saturday night (5) in the Premier | 
theatre (800 seats) at $5 top as part! 
of a civic spree that doubled the 
usual (4,500) population of this New | 
England town. It was just as much 
a native perty as a ‘Hollywood’ open- | 
ing, and because of the alternating | 
domination by these two elements, 
it was a unique occasion. 

Exploitation and anticipation of 
Miss Davis’ personal appearance in a | 
torchlight parade with her husband, 
Arthur Farnsworth, jammed the burg | 
and harried the 80 cops recruited 
from miles around. A special seven- 
cay train imported the press from 
New York, Philly, Pittsburgh, Wash- 
ington and Boston. 

The Warner publicity crew had 
paved the way elegantly for the en- 
trance of the tired and yawning visi- 
tors. Street banners, holiday decora- 
tions and window displays atic 
out the gala atmosphere. 

After a short rest et the hotel, the 
scribes were whisked over to Cannon 
Mountain, 15 miles away, and given 
an outdoor sugaring-off party (com- 
plete with oxen and kettles of bubb- 
ling maple syrup). After a box lunch 
and skiing exhibition, the party 
shifted ‘to Iron Mine Inn, close by, 
where Miss Davis played hostess to 
the cocktail-sipping press. 


Farnsworth, her new husbend, as- 
sisted Miss Davis in the hospitality 
department. He was formerly man- 
ager of Peckett’s, a swank summer 
hostelry located very near the site 
of their new summer home on Sugar 
Hill. Miss Davis has been here for 
two weeks and returns for work on 
the Coast about April 11. 

Gov. Blood, Senator ‘Birdges There 


A few hundred pzying customers 
(at $1.65) jammed into the town hall 
after the preem for the birthday ball, 
which was opened by a grand march 
led by Miss Davis on the arm of Gov- 
ernor Robert O. Blood of New 
Hampshire. Senator Styles H. Bridges 
was also prominently cast in 
guest list. 

A torchlight parede, featuring Miss 
Davis and a few kleig lights, was the 


| 


climax of the day for the natives. | 


Miss Davis was interviewed briefly 


‘ing of ‘Strawberry Blonde,’ was ~un- 
| 
‘ning off an 


' tween the two best quartets. 


| Bass on the other quartet was in the 


; 


the | 


for the Carlsbad 
Caverns, New Mexico, late next 


unveiling 
| 
' 
' 


Ford Strike Hits Det. 


| month, 
Amateur Contestants | Studio ‘s arranging a junket of 
Detroit, April 8. film names, execs and news- 


Ford strike here, involving 85,000 
men, even poked a finger into the | 
amusement business. Michigan the- 
atre, in conjunction with its show- 


paper and magazine scribes. 


Mex Pot o Gold’ Preem 
Develops So. - of - Border 
Handshake With H’ wood 


Hollywood, April 8. 
James Roosevelt's world premiere 
'of ‘Pot o’ Gold’ has developed into 
/an international hand-shake between 
ithe government of Mexico and the 
| film industry of Hollywood. Origi- 








elimination contest of 


old-time quartets. Matter had settled 
down to the final eliminations be- 


They didn’t go on as scheduled for 
the final contest to decide the win- 
ner. Tenor from one quartet was 
inside the Ford plant barricades. 





picket lines outside and refused t 
leave. The finals were cancelled. 


$25,000 Suit Because 








nally slated as a preem on April 12 
in Mexico City, it has been expanded 
into a three-day national motion pic- 
| ture festival. 
| As a result of an invitation from 
| President Machado, of Mexico, to Y. 


Of ‘Thief’s’ Delayed 
Release Last Easter 
a | Frank Freeman, president of Mo- 


Failure of Alexander Korda to | tion Picture Producers Association, 


complete ‘Thief of Bagdad’ for re- | a delegation of Hollywood person- 
lease last Easter, as originally | ages representing the industry as a 
‘planned, has resulted in a $25,000 whole will supplement the entour- 
| suit against the distributors, United | age originally. arranged by Roose- 
Artists, and Bud Fox Enterprises, | velt, who has been retained as a 
which handled licensing of extrane- member of the arrangement com- 
| ous products of the picture. mittee. 
| Bringing the suit is Technisound, Working in close touch with the 
Inc., which paid Fox $1,000 advance | committee is John Hay Whitney, di- 
royalty for the privilege of selling | rector of the motion picture divi- 
a radio show, either sustaining or) sion for the office of the United 
commercial, with title, story and! States Co-ordinator of Commercial 
| characters of ‘Bagdad.’ Delay in re-| and Cultural Relations Between the 
lease, it is charged, made the rights | American Republics, 
worthless. | 
Technisound claims that when it | 


Hage tne owreement Jn, janeerz. 1ST. L. GETS ‘SIS HOPKINS 
FOR 1ST WORLD PREEM 


finished and would be released not 
St. Louis, April 8. 


later than Easter. Film was not ac- | 
tually released until Christmas. 

Delay in production resulted from 
the war abroad as the picture was 

Film producers finally got around 

| to tossing a world preem in this burg, 

| and Friday (4) the first showing of 

Republic’s ‘Sis Hopkins’ at Fanchon 


started in England and had to be | 

completed in this country. 

| : ae 

' ? 

ONE MANAGER’S BALLY |& Marco’s 5,000-seater Fox drew a 
IS ANOTHER’S MEAT mob of 6,000 to see the picture and 











| 


RKO Realigns Denver and Salt Lake 
Zones; Theatre-Exchange Briefs 





by creating a new district to em- 
brace the Salt Lake City and Denver 
exchange zones. Both offices were 
formerly in the Coast district. 

Harold C. Fuller, manager of the 
Salt Lake City branch, has been 
named district manager over the new 
territory and will make headquarters 
for a time at Salt Lake, later shifting 
| to Denver permanently. 

L. S. Gruenberg, St. Louis sales- 
man, becomes exchange head at Salt 





| Lake. Numerous other promotions 
have been worked out. Bernie 
Kranze, Albany manager, shifts to 


the more important Cleveland office; 

| Max Westebbe, former Holland man- 
| ager for RKO, takes over at Albany: 
|B. J. McCarthy, salesman in Buffalo, 
| goes to the Denver branch; Clarence 
|B. Wilson, Dallas booker. moves up 
|!as a salesman in that office and Ed 
| J. Smith. Des Moines seller, trans- 
fers to Buffalo as a salesman. George 
| Lefko, who has managed the Cleve- 
land branch and J. H. Ashby, who 
headed the Denver office, have both 
resigned. 





Mercer Sells Out 

Silverton, Texas, April 8. 
Joe Mercer has sold his Palace 
| here to Walter Smock. Smock oper- 
jates the Ritz at Hale Centre, Texas. 
| The Texas in Edens, has been sold 


| by O. B. Woods, Jr., to Joe Tom 





| Jackson of Le Fors, Texas. House 
| will be renamed the Rogue. 
| Fred Frick replaces Marshall 


| Rooks as manager of the Texas in 
| Troup. Rooks has joined the Army. 
|Frick comes from the Strand at 
Honey Grove, Texas. Marvin Bell 
| replaced Curtis Puckett who resigned 
as manager of the Navarro at Kerens, 
| Texas. Houses are owned by Jake 
j}and Dave Lutzer. 


| George H. Likens, rep for Alex- | 


| ander Film Co. in West Texas, build- 
ing a new house in Abilene; com- 
pleted in two weeks. City has long 


been an Interstate stronghold but 
due to the influx of troops, Phil 
Isley has built the Bobby Walker 


here and Billy Morrow the Star. 


| Carl Johnson has bought the Gem, 
competitive house in Floresville, 
Texas, from Gidnev Talley. Johnson 
operates the Arcadia here and will 
continue operation of both houses. 





Huffman’s New Spot 
Lincoln, Neb., April 8. 





R. W. Huffman, for more than 
| three years city manager of J. H. 
Cooper’s Lincoln Theatres Corp. 
here, takes over city managerial 


| duties at Cooper's Greeley, Colo.. 








| been 


is | 


| staff 


In preparation for the new selling; Clayton Eastman, Paramount, Paul 
on the 1941-42 product, RKO has | Krumenacker, Warners, J. J. 
narrowed its far western territory| dau, Universal, and Nate Sodikman, 


Span. 


Monogram, all branch managers. 
Sol Edwards, formerly sales man- 
ager of old Grand National Pictures 
and erstwhile executive of other in- 
dependent companies, is new Albany 
salesman for United Artists. He 
succeeds Harold Sugarman, who held 
the position for more than a year, 


Dervin’s Promotion 

Harry L. Gold, v.p. and easter 
sales head of United Artists, seonedl 
John J. Dervin district manager for 
the southern territory in charge of 
Dallas, New Orleans, Atlanta and 
Charlotte. Dervin for a number of 
years managed UA’s Boston ex- 
change. A. I. Weiner, Pittsburgh ex. 
change manager, succeeds Dervin in 
Boston, and Nat Beier, sales super- 
visor in N. Y. exchange. succeeds 
Weiner in Pitt. 





McGinley to Indianapolis 
L. J. McGinley, manager of Uni- 
versal’s Seattle exchange, transferred 
to Indianapolis, following death of 
H. H. Hull. Foster Blake, salesman 
in Los Angeles branch, promoted to 
manage Seattle. 
Carolinians’ Meet June 29-30 
Spartanburg, S. C., April 8. 
North and South Carolina theatre 
owners hold annual huddle June 29- 
30 at Myrtle Beach, S. C. 
Ed Kuykendall, prexy, MPTOA, 
will speak. C. M. Arrington, Rocky 
Mount, N. C., is president. 





Clark Young Retires 
Bowling Green, O., April 8. 
Clark M. Young has signed a long 

term dease with the Belpik Theatres 
Co., Schine affiliate, and has retired 
as manager of the Cla-Zel and Lyric 
theatres here. Schine has_ been 
operating the houses for the past 18 
months with Young as manager. 
They are the city’s only houses. 





Cyril Waites Reclected 
Edmonton, Alta., April 8. 


Cyril Waites reelected prez of 
National Film Society of Canada, 
Edmonton branch. Secretary H. 


Brown and treasurer E. Skinner also 
reelected. 





Pyle’s Own Theatre 
Regina, Sask., April 8. 

Walter Pyle, projectionist of the 
Olympia, Assiniboia, Sask., for years, 
will operate his own theatre at Rock- 
glen, Sask. Lloyd Hoffos takes his 
place at the Olympia and John 
Hajnik is apprentice. 





Karp Closes Syracuse House 
Buffalo, April 8. 

Robert H. Gunther, manager of the 
Jefferson for the past two years, has 
appointed manager of Basil 
Bros. new Apollo. Opening of the 
Apollo, scheduled for this month, has 
been postponed due to additions in 
construction. 

Testimonial dinner to George 
Beattie, at Scranton, in celebration 
of his promotion to branch manager 
far Paramount in Philadelphia, was 
attended by Buffalo branch 
agers. 

Shea’s Buffalo will lose two of 
to the colors, Ted 


man- 


its 
Gallagher 


| leaving via draft before summer and 


visiting screen celebs. An admish|] pairing (Sterling and Park) Tew 
by Ruth Moss over the Colonial Net- | Se potty ~~ will b eral h Aver. | ve t | 
work | fee of $1 per head was charged, with | tt > Ut : * Col q 3 ph eH a a 
rk. ee r ; j | the e, Colorado Springs. Huffman, 
ees : Kearney, Neb., April 8. the entire receipts donated to the!in Greeley. will f: P 8 ; 
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town were renamed for pictures star An exploitation stunt which back-| Greek War Relist fund. Bill Saal, | in command, Ed Vaughan, who 
WV ne - l S Star-/| ae ’ i erga care ae a Ky , : a = 
ring Miss Davis, and the main drag | fives to feed the opposition is not the Republic’s chief publicity head,!now with the L. L. Dent-Westland 
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lumenstock, WB exploitation chiefs, — a ls. man for United Artists in the New! New York exchange and officially | 
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the Great Lie’ preem was the first England territory, has been claimed | imstalled Leo Abrams, for 20 years 
big-time opening ever executed en- ° | | by ies: deen | with Universal in sales, as its man- 
: y , . DY ne Army. | . | 
tirely by Warner’s eastern publicity Ina y ot roun 0 : ’ . ager. 
office. Mitchell Rawson, as head man Bernie Kamber. who has been do- Post of branch manager for 


of the party, was assisted by William 


Blumberg, Bob Williams and Phil been named permanently to Scher’s 
Engle as advance men: Lee Blum- | : : place by David E. Weshner, UA: ex- 
berg, working out of Boston in ad : Hollywood, April 8 ploitation chief 
vence: Ralph Budd, on transporta- First picture to be previewed in a Harold Marshall, Metro exploita- 
tion; Larry Golub, on fan magazines, | tary camp is the Paramount |tion repe«in Indiana and northern 
and Sid Rechetnik on trade papers. rs Caught oe the Draft, Kentucky territory, has volunteered | 
All these, and Norman Ayers, Boston Sent | ee : wach ee — at for a year’s service with the army. 
branch manager for WB pix, con-', oe di henge renuerey, § - He currently in N. Y. for visit 
verged on Littleton in a_ special | 7 Program calls for a camp holi- | with his family before leaving for 
aneananee tein. day, My Te ogy 8 pa- camp. 

Junket set back WB between y+ dale oan’ te ee | 
$15,000 and $20,000, with fisce] sup- sh vebica ties a8 gears Hope. Dor | , 
port and sundry gratis donations of othy : Lamour, Lynne Overman. | Last of the Sweaters’ 


services from Littleton citizens run- 
ning to around $5,000. Proceeds from 
the preem ($5 top) and the birthday 
ball went to local charities. 





Salvage Det.’s Pride 


Detroit, April 8. 

This town, frequently piqued be- 
cause it hasn’t provided much film 
background save via dubbed shots of 
auto plants, finally will have its civic 
pride restored on April 18 with the 
premiere of ‘Reaching for the Sun’ 
at the Michigan. 

Picture has scared up plenty of 
Detroit enthusiasm, since it has for 
most of its background the automo- 
bile factories, being adapted from 
Wessel Smitter’s novel ‘F.0.B. De- 
troit.’ 


ing special exploitation for UA, has 


It—Preview In a Camp 


Eddie Bracken, Phyllis Ruth, Clar- Detroit, April 8. 


ence Kold and Paul Hurst, all of Taking advantage of the Hays’ of 
whom appear in the film, and a ie walt f 5 
number of other Paramount no- | °° ruling On no more sweater art, 
i tables, 


one nabe here rushed out e quick 
lobby display to catch plenty of at- 
tention. 


| 


Using various stills from past pic- 


“Wire, Don’t Write’ Plugs 
ae j tures it captioned them ‘Last of the 


Canned greetings for Father’s Day ——— 
which Postal Telegraph will offer 
this year have been written by Rob- 
ert Benchley. 

It’s a tieup with Paramount, which 
is basing its campaign for a Bench- 
ley short, ‘The Forgotten Man,’ 
around Father’s Day. Each of some 
| 500,000 Postal blanks bearing the 
suggestions will carry a direct plug 
for the picture. 








AMPAS Net $5,000 


Estimated that around $2,000 will 
be netted for the Associated Motion 
Picture Advertisers through the sil- 
ver jubilee dinner-dance held Fri- 
day night (4). 

It was the first annual affair 
the organization in five years. 





of 





Abrams is newly-created. Up to now 
N. Y. exchange activities have been 
under direct supervision of George 
Dembow, general sales manager. 


Sloan’s Interest 
Detroit, April 8 

Turn ng. from theatre’ building 
after putting up a score of houses 
here, Sol Sloan will have an interest 
in the ne Mercury, 1,500-seat nabe 
| boasted as the latest in theatre de- 
| velopment, going up in the populous 
|} northwest section of Detroit. New 
| company will be in competition with 


W 


| United Detroit’s big houses in the | 


! same vicinity. 

| To be ready this summer, the 
house will have for its manager 

| Asher Shaw, who a short while ago 

_retired as a district supervisor for 

| United Detroit. 





Feteing Bernie Kranze 


Albany, N. Y., April 8. 


Bernie Kranze, promoted from 


will be testimonial-dinnered at the 
New Kenmore Hotel here April 28. 
Kranze’s sccessor is Max Westbee, 
fo-merly in charge of RKO opera- 
tions in the Netherlands. 

: Committee for the Kranze dinner 
includes Si Fabian, Lou Golding, 


zone manager of Warner theatres, 
Westbee, Moe Grassgreen, 20th-Fox, 
Herman Ripps, Metro, Artie New- 








manager of RKO’s Albany exchange | 
to a similar position in Cleveland, | 


Fabian division manager, Moe Silver, | 


man, Republic, Joe Miller, Columbia, } 


Ed Pierrot already assigned to Fort 
Benning, Ga. 

Roxy, Mt. Morris, newest member 
of the Martina Circuit, is open un- 
der the management of Angelo 
Scura. A. M. Worden’s Patace at 
Wollcott reopens this week after re- 
modeling and renovation. The Wal- 
den closed by J. Luczuk indefinitely 
for repairs following recent damage 
by fire 

Rainbo 


now 


is 


Falls 


manage- 


theatre, Niagara 
operating under the 
ment of J. Canaris. 

April finds numerous members of 
the local theatre colony still in Flor- 
ida, including George Gammel, 
Charlie Hayman, Joseph Schuchert 
Irving Fried, Daniel Perriello, of 
Clyde & Naples; Bud Shaffer, of 
American Seating Co., and George 
Biehler, of Hamburg. 





Philly’s Savoy on 24-Hr. Sked 
Philadelphia, April 8. 

Stanley-Warner Savoy now oper- 
ating on 24-hour schedule in place of 
fire-wrecked Family. 

Bill Solomon of 20th-Fox exchange 
feted by Showmen’s Club prior to 
entraining for Army camp. Ditto 
Dave Cooper, Vitagraph staffer. 

Charlie Goldfine, Alden, back from 
Florida jaunt. : 

Jack H. Greenberg readying his 
house in Avalon, N. J., for summer 
opening. 

Perry Lessy resigned as manager 
of the Stanley-Warner Lindley. 

Warner Club’s annual dinner dance 
at the Cedarbrook Country Club May 
9. Ellis Shipman and Al Zimbalist 
in charge. 

Frank McNamee, ex-chief of RKO 
exchange, now associated with Jay 
Emanuel indie circuit. 
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Chi Crawls Into Cyclone Cellar: 
‘Eve 2d-Vaude $28,000, Durbin 





Nice 136, ‘Blondie’-Vaude 176 





Chicago, April 8. 

After a rather satisfactory week- 
end the managers are content to sit 
back and wait until Easter Sunday 
before they will eye any more box- 
office green stuff. For that reason 
there is a load of holdover material 
on the local screens as the houses 
decide to string along with what 
they have and conserve their best 
b.o. ammunition for a time when the 
high-powered screen items should 
really reap a harvest. 

Chicago holds its ‘Lady Eve’ for 
a second session, and will turn in a 
fairly good week. Show came up 
with a sturdy round of coin last 
week and rated the holdover for 
more reasons than one. Palace will 
keep ‘Nice Girl’ and ‘Man Who Lost 
Himself’ for another session also, the 
boxoffice having responded satisfac- 
torily to the RKO job in selling the 
Deanna Durbin feature here despite 
poor advance comments on the film. 

United Artists continues with 
*Andy Hardy’s Secretary,’ the Roose- 
velt holds its triple of ‘Mad Doctor,’ 
‘Monster and Girl’ and ‘Third Di- 
mension Murder,’ while the Apollo 
continues its reserved seat run of 
‘Fantasia.’ Prices on the last-named 
item have been cut to offer a flock of 
ducats at 75c and 55c, which has 
resulted in an upswing in the total 
money. 

Newest screen item is at the Gar- 
rick, where ‘Rage in Heaven’ is get- 
ting fine word-of-mouth following 
excellent notices, and while the pic- 
ture will probably not garner much 
downtown money it should build to 
considerable success in the subse- 
quent runs. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Disney) (1,200; 55-75-$1.10- 
$1.65) —'Fantasia’ (Disney) (7th wk). 
Reduced prices and a_ Saturday 
morning show helping, though mid- 
week remains a problem. Around 
$7,000 currently, following $8,100 last 
week 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 





‘Eve’ (Par) and stage show. Second | 
week for the film, with new stage | 
show headed by Patsy Kelly and | 


ZaSu Pitts. Going to $28,000, which 
is okay in view of the Holy Week 
situation. Last week, with Allan 
Jones on the stage, managed better 
than expected $36,100. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G). Drew excel- | 
lent newspaper and word-of-mouth | 
comment which will manage to hold 
the take to satisfactory $4,000. Last 
week ‘Go West’ (M-G) finished fort- 
night to all right $4,400. 

Oriental (Todd) (3,200; 28-44) 
‘Little Men’ (RKO) and vaude. Not 
much in the offing at $12,000. Last 
week ‘Romance Rio Grande, (20th) 
and ‘Crazy Show’ unit, so-so $14,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Man Lost’ (U). 
Deanna Durbin sold _ solidly 
and will get $13,000, fine. Expected 
to hold 


on that pace. Last week ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) and ‘Vivacious 
Lady’ (RKO) (re-issue) turned in 


bang-up $10,200 for second stanza. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) »-nd ‘Mon- 
ster Girl’ (Par) plus ‘Third Dimen- 
Murder’ (Par) 
combination holding over, and indi- 
cates $8,000 for this week, following 


sion 


good $10,300 last week. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44) 
—‘Blondie Latin’ (Col) and ‘Latin | 


Quarter Revue’ unit on stage. Strict- 
ly up to the picture this week, and 
on the popularity of the series will 
£0 to plump $17,000. Last 
“Maisie Lady’ (M-G) and Blackstone 
On stage, took fine $17,700. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 


35-55-65-75 ) ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ 
(M-G) (2d wk) This series con- } 
tinues as the ripest boxoffice item 
in the town, and despite the holy 


season will ge to bright $11,000, fol- 
lowing nifty $14,300 last week. 


‘Doctor’-‘Monster’ Hot 


$6,800 in Okay Port. 


—— 


Portland, Ore., April 8. 


Paramount doing well with a hor- |! 
‘Mad Doctor’ and ‘Monster | 
and Girl,’ and the little UA show-| 
ing “Bad Man’ to good returns. Also | 
is the combo of| 


ror duo 


in the nifty class 
A Girl, a Guy, a Gob’ and ‘Life with 
Henry,’ at the Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 

g Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
90)—‘Buck Privates’ U) and ‘Back 
In Saddle’ (Rep) (2d wk). Holding 
up to good $4,500. First week, great 
$6,000. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 35-40-50) —'Man Lost’ (U) and! 
‘Girl Havana’ (Rep). Okay $3,800. | 
Last week, San Carlo Opera. 
Orpheum (Ha mric k-Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) 


| 


and ‘Henry’ (Par). Big $6,300. Last | 
week, ‘Mr, and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) | 


. 


here, | 


for a second session easily | 


week | 


| Three’ 


| ‘Symphonie 





and ‘Make Music’ (RKO) went over} 
for strong $6,500. | 

Paramount § (Hamrick-Evergreen) | 
(3,000; 35-40-50)—‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) | 
and ‘Monster Girl’ (Par). Horror 
duo in line for hefty $6,800. Last 
week, ‘Footsteps’ (WB) and ‘Comes 
Happiness’ (WB), average $5,200. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50) —- ‘Bad Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Blonde Inspiration’ (M-G). Looks 
like satisfactory $5,600. Last week, 
‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G) and ‘Free Easy’ 
(M-G), tepid $4,000. 


BAD MAN’ GOOD 
$9.00, BUFF. 
STRONG 








Buffalo, April 8. 

This stanza, usually recognized as 
runner-up for the dubious distinction 
of one of the worst on the year’s cal- 
endar, although hardly in the cham- 
pagne and caviar class, is still far 
from starvation diet. In fact, by pre- | 
vious comparative standards, indica- | 
tions for the frame are surprisingly | 
substantial. 

‘Buck Privates,’ at the Lafayette, | 
rounds out its fourth canto to a}! 
pretty tally and, with two additional | 
days added to the session, makes it a | 
30-day run and an all-time record for | 
the house. ‘Topper’ and ‘Bad Man,’ 





twinned at the Buffalo and Lakes 
respectively, are neat items, and 
dualler of ‘Mad Doctor’ and ‘Mon- 


ster and Girl’ is showing 
prowess at the Hipp 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55 )—"Top- 
per Returns’ (UA) and ‘Rage Heaven’ 
(M-G). Gate seasonal, but not to be 
sneezed at Under $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Golden 
Hoofs’ (20th), staunch enough, over 
$11,000. 
Great Lakes 
—Bad Man’ 
Yard’ (20th). 


drawing 


(Shea) (3.000: 35-55) | 
(M-G) and ‘Scotland 
Geared to impressive 


$9.000. Last week, ‘Second Chorus’ 
(Par) and ‘Flight Destiny’ (WB), 
built up to better than gratifying | 
$9,000. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,100: 30-45)—‘Mad 
Doctor’ (Par) and ‘Monster Girl’ 
(Par). Wooks to entice nifty $7,000 
Last week, ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M- 
G) and ‘Murder Among Friends’ 


(20th) (2d 
over $7,500. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3.300; 30-40) 
—‘Buck Privates’ (U) (4th wk) and 
‘Where Get Girl’ (U) (nine days). 
Socko 30-day run will terminate with 
brilliant $8,500 Last week, Buck 
Privates’ (U) (3d wk) and ‘Nobody’s 
Sweetheart’ (U) crashed in with bet- 
ter than $10,000 


run), plenty 


hearty at 


20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 
|45)—‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB) and 
‘Father’s Son’ (WB). Around fair 


$6,500. Last week, ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) 


and ‘Scattergood Baines’ (RKO), fair 


(21 wk). Horror | $7,900. 


‘GIRL, GUY’ 412.G, MONTREAL 


Grosses Bottom — ‘Gone’ 


Good $6,000 


Scraping 
4th 


Montreal, April 8 
will pare grosses to the 
holdovers will keep 
Not likely to be a 
of $6,000 anywh 


Holy Week 
bone, and two 
wickets quiet. 
Zross in excess 
among the first 

Estimates for 


ere 
-rul 


“This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55 
‘Eve’ (Par) (2d wk) Pointing to 
good $5,000 after very good $8,500 


last week. 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 
‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and J 
(RKO) Good enough for 
season at $4,500. Last week, ‘Adam’ 
(Col) and ‘Blondie Latin’ (Col) 
good $5,500 

Loew's (CT) 
(M-G) (4th 


25-45-55) 


1 


(2,800; 40-60)—‘Gone’ 
wk). Sighting good 


| $6,000 after nice $8,500 last week. 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G) and ‘Wild Man 
Borneo’ (M-G). Weak $2.800. Last 
week, ‘Flight Destiny’ (WB) and 
‘Great Nobody’ (WB), poor $2,300. 

Orpheum (CT) (1,100; 25-40-50 )— 
‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Dream- 
ing Loud’ (RKO). Good $2,500. Last 


week, ‘Queen Hearts’ (‘(Emp-Brit) 
and ‘Francisco Docks’ (Rep), good 


$2,800. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Mayerling’ (2d wk). 
Pacing for nice $1,100 after better 
than expected $1,600 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)—‘Notre Dame de la Mouise’ and 
Eternelle.’ Especially 
selected for Holy Week. Should beat 
average with $5,500, good Last 
week, ‘L’Emigrante’ and ‘Kiki,’ fair 
for season at $4,300 | 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of April 10 


Astor—I Wanted Wings’ 
(Par) (3d wk.). | 
Broadway — ‘Fantasia’ (Dis- 


ney) (22d wk.). 

Capitol—‘Men of Boys Town’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Criterion— ‘The Penalty’ 
(M-G) (9). 

(Reviewed in Variety, March 12) 

Globe—‘Escape to Glory’ (Col) 
(2d wk.). 

Music Hall—‘That Hamilton 
Woman!” (UA) (2d wk.). 

Palace—‘Scotland Yard’ (20th) 
(8). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Paramount—‘Road to Zanzi- 
bar’ (Par) (9). 

Rialto—‘Flying Wild’ 
(12). 

Rivoli—‘Meet John Doe’ (WB) 
(5th wk.). 

Roxy—‘Pot o’ Gold (UA) (2d 
wk.). 

Strand—‘Great 
(11). 


(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Week of April 17 





(Mono) 





Lie’ (WB) 


Astor—I Wanted Wings’ 
(Par) (4th wk.). | 
Broadway — ‘Fantasia’ (Dis- 


ney) (23d wk.). 
Capitol—Men of Boys Town’ 


(M-G) (2d wk.). 
Criterion—‘Mr. District At- 
torney’ (Rep). 
Globe—‘Girl in the News’ | 
(20th) (19). | 
Music Hall—‘That Hamilton 





Woman" (UA) (3d wk.). 
Paramount—‘Road to Zanzi- | 
bar’ (Par) (2d wk.). | 
Rivoli—‘Meet John Doe’ (WB) | 
(6th wk.). 
Roxy — ‘Great American | 
Broadcast’ (20th). 
Strand—‘Great Lie’ (WB) | 
(2d wk.). 








Topper Tops Sad 
L'ville with 7446; 
Lost’ Weak $2,500 


Louisville, April 8. 

Weekend showed signs of perking 
up in the downtown sector, but Holy | 
Week is expected to run true-to- | 
form, and houses are making no 
noticeable efforts to bag the biz. 
Best of the lot currently is ‘Topper 
Returns’ dualled at Loew’s State, 
while holdovers seem to be getting 
the balance of the b.o. attention. 
‘John Doe’ in its fourth week at the 
Anderson is holding up well, 
stanza indicating a figure 


current 
l good as the preceding 


allmoOs as 


y of opposish being furnished 
downtown first-runs by the Roller 
Derby in progress at Jefferson 
County Armory, and midget auto 
races on Saturdays at the Fair 
Grounds. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1.400: 15-30-40)—"Nice Girl’ (U) 
and ‘Meet Chump’ (U). Durbin pic 
played Rialto a couple weeks ago to 
fair biz, and is displaying some b.o 
strength on the comeback, probably 
$2,000, good. Last week, ‘Hardy’s 
Secretary’ (M-G) and ‘Lone Wolf 
Date’ (Col), on third downtown 
eek grabbed okay $1,900 
Kentucky Switow) (1.200; 15-25) 
Bagdad’ (UA) and ‘Tall, Dark 


h+ 


20th ) Should manage all ri 

$1,300. L week, ‘Seven Sinners’ 

(U) and ‘Long (UA), oKay 

$1.400 
Loew’s State (Loew’s) 

30-40 ‘Topper Returns’ (UA) and 
Rage Heaven’ (M-G). This pair not 

? ] + 


re g drav 
SUrOong ira 


; ; 
Voyage 


(3,200; 15- 


I W pa Cculari} 
but returns will top the town, neve! 


theless, as opposish is at a minimum. 


Looks like satisfactory $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) and 
‘Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G), medium 
$6,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
40-50-60) —‘John Doe’ (WB) (4th 


wk). New wonder on the local scene 
is this single, at upped prices, jog- 
ging along at pace practically equal 
to last week’s. From all indications, 
will garner good $3,300. Last week, 
okay $3,600 
Rialto (Fou 
30-40)—‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘Sleepers 
West’ (20th). Another h.o. and going 
along at medium pace to fair $6,500. 


th Avenue) (3,400; 15- 


Last week, same duo registered 
strong $9,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40) —‘Man Lost’ (U) and 


‘Double Date’ (U). Aiming at weak 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) 
and ‘Scattergood Baines’ (RKO), 
registered fine $4,000. 


| maker. 
|; Zanzibar’ 
| morning 


| $20.000 


‘Hamilton, $95,000, Lone N. Y. Hit: 


‘Bad Man’ a Baddie With $10,000, 
Pot o Gold, $32,000, No Rainbow 


(Best Exploitation: Music Hall) 
Holy 


nothing to the Music Hall, which has| Charlie Barnet band 
things pretty much to itself with |The first seven days 


‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and Benny Good- 


week is here but it means |™&n open this morning (Wed.) after 


two weeks of ‘Nice Girl’ (U) and the 
plus others. 
strong $48,000, 


‘That Hamilton Woman’. The rest of | the second week fairish $32,000. 


downtown New York ranges from 
bad to just okay. 


the Capitol. 

‘Hamilton Woman,’ which ends its 
first week tonight (Wed.) at the Hall, 
will get $95,000 and begins its second 
round tomorrow morning (Thurs.). 
It has been exceptionally steady since 
opening and blessed by very 


was 


' 


And ‘Bad Man’ is | 
really the former at only $10,000 for 


| take of $95,000 is really something 


Radio City Music Hall (5,960: 44- 
55-85-99-$1.65) — ‘Hamilton Woman’ 
(UA) and stage show, including an- 
nual Easter spectacle. Very neat 


since this is Holy week. Holds over 
through Easter. Last week the house 


| had a dud in ‘Adam Had Four Sons’ 


good notices. Hall and United Artists | 


put on a good campaign, including | we 
| (WB) 


the ads. 

Considerably disappointing is Pot 
o’ Gold,’ only about $32,000 but will 
remain a second week in hopes of a 
lift with arrival of Easter. House is 
not overloaded with 
ever, which also figures in 


| ‘Gold’ a second stanza. 


One of the lowest weeks ever re- 
corded for the house and very much 
on the crimson side is the $4,000 
garnered by ‘Free and Fasvy’ at the 
Criterion on the seven days ended 
last night Tues.). ‘The Penalty’ 


| comes in today (Wed.). 


Paramount called it quits lastnight 
(Tues.) after two weeks with ‘Nice 
Girl’ and, on stage, Charlie Barnet 
and Dinah Shore. Although running 
up a good first seven days of $48,000, 
it dipped on the second to $32,000. 
On the run, however, good profit- 
Theatre ushers in ‘Road to 
and Benny Goodman this 
(Wed.) for Easter 
throws the doors open at 8 a.m. This 
is always done with Goodman. 

Closing ‘John Doe’ at the Holly- 
wood and continuing it at the Rivoli 
has not seemed to increase its pull 





and | 


| 
| 


| final week). 


at the latter where, however, all | 
along it has done weli. The fourth 
week, ending last night (Tues.) 


brought the Riv $20,000, as against 
the third’s $25,000 when it was still 
playing the Hollywood. Added 
strength is expected with the coming 
of Easter Sunday (13). 

The final (3d) session for ‘Sea Wolf’ 
and Charlie Spivak dips to around 
and a new show will be 
brought in Friday (11) with opening 
of ‘Great Lie’. Jimmy Dorsey’s band 
on the rostrum. 

‘I Wanted Wings,’ $2-ing at the 
Astor, is doing quite satisfactorily in 
view of having opened at a bad time 
but on hitting Easter should take a 
spurt. It got $15,500 on the first 
week, nice profit, and is holding up 


| well on its second, getting $12,500 in 


six days 





product how- | Which was seeking 


giving | 


|} answer, 


(Col), gross being no more than $60,- 
000. 

Rialto (750: 28-44-55)—‘Lone Wolf 
Takes Chance’ (Col). About $5,500 
indicated, mildish. Last week ‘Hor- 
ror Island’ (U), $6,000. ok. 

Rivoli (2,092; 40-65-99) 
(Sth week). Begins an addi- 
tional round today (Wed.), follow. 
ine fourth week of $20,000, fair 
enough. Third stanza when film 
was also playing the Hollywood day- 
and-date, $25,000 here, good. RKO, 
rie this house for 
‘Citizen Kane,’ can’t obtain it and 
now is looking over legit stands for 
a run for the Orson Welles film, day- 
and-date with RKO Palace. 

Roxy (5,835: 35-55-65-75-85 )—‘Pot 
0’ Gold’ (UA) and stage show. It’s 
anything but the end of the rain- 
bow for this picture: a maximum 
first week's take of $32,000 is all 
that’s seen but will hold anyway. 
Final five days on fourth week for 
‘Night in Rio’ (20th) was $22,000, 
oke. 

State (3,400: 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10)— 
‘Come Live With Me’ (M-G) (2d run) 
and Louis Armstrong band _ unit. 
About $18,500, fairish. Picture did 
poorly at the Cap_recently on first- 
run. Last week ‘This Thing Called 
Love’ (Col) (2d run) and George 
Jessel, Lois Andrews, Sheila Barrett 
others, topped $22,000, good. 

Strand (2,767: 35-55-75-85-99) —‘Sea 
Wolf’ (WB) and Charlie Spivak (3d- 
Lessening considerably 
only $20,000 looking the 
The second week dropped 
sharply before it was over to $30,- 


‘John Doe’ 


in draw, 


000 following the first seven days’ 
very sturdv $43,000. ‘Great Lie’ 
(WB) and Jimmy Dorsey's band 


opens Friday (11). 


PENALTY -TOM 
DORSEY 246, D.C 


Washington, April 8. 
It’s Tommy Dorsey against Martha 
Raye this 


getting a 


the former is 
Dorsey, at 


week and 


solid ecse 


Loew's Capitol, is dragging ‘Penalty,’ 
|and Miss Raye is hypoing ‘A Girl, a 


State is just fair this week, ‘Come 
Live With Me’ and Louis Armstrong's 
band unit looking no more than 
about $18,500 

Globe is doing sufficiently well 
with ‘Submarine Zone,’ substitute 
title here for ‘Escape to Glory,’ at | 
$8,000 or better to make a holdover 


likely. No decision in that direction 
had been reached yesterday (Tues.), 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20)—‘Wings’ (Par) (2d wk). 
$15,500, good, last week, its first, and 


Hit | 


| 


Guy and a Gob.’ Third place is go- 
ing to ‘Men of Boys Town,’ soloing 
Latter 


l« disappointing, and boys ar 


at Loew’s Palace. is distinct- 
e blame 
ing it on an apparent notion in pub- 


lic’s mind that it’s a revival of the 


original show, impression being fed 


maintaining a close pace on the| 
second with $12,500 on six days. Par 
has house for eight weeks, with | 
options 

Broadway (1,895: 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 


$2.20 )—‘Fantasia’ ‘Dis 


Last week (2lst) the ticket sales 
stood at $16.500, good enough 

Capited (4,520; 35-55-85-$1.10-$1.25) 

3ad Man’ ‘(M-G). Gets just one 
week, very po me at only $10,000. 
‘Men of Boys Town’ (M-G) hits the 
creen tomorrow morning (Thurs.). 
Last week, ‘Topper Returns’ (UA) 
was without any b.o. punch at only 
$15,000 

Criterion (1,662: 28-44-55-65 ) 
‘Penalty (M-G) is new arrival to- 


day (Wed.). ‘Free and Easy’ (M-G), 
ending week last night (Tues.) a 
fliy at but $4,000, lots of red. ‘Man 
Betrayed’ (Rep) also no draw, under 
$5.000 

Globe (1,180: 28-35-55)}—‘Escape to 
Glory’ (Col). Playing here as ‘Sub- 
marine Zone’ and anything but dis- 
appointing at $8,000 or better. May 
hold a second week. ‘Night Train’ 


(20th) (14th wk). $5,000, no squawks | for strong $7,000. 


with many fine weeks up ahead 
Palace (1,700: 
in Rio’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Scotland 
Yard’ (20th) (1st run), doubled. 
Brought in ahead of schedule yester- 
day ‘(Tues.), with house withdraw- 
ing ‘Footsteps in Dark’ (WB) (2d 
run) and ‘Scattergood Baines’ (RKO) 
(lst run) after five days of poor busi- 
ness, $6,000.. ‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) 
{2d run) and ‘Flight from Destiny’ 
(WB) (1st behind these, was 
$7,500, slowish 
Paramount 


rir 
run), 


3,664 35-55-85-99) 


} 


ney) (22d wk). | 


|some $18,500. 


20-35-55) — ‘Night | 


} (20th), poor 


by fact that town has seen a num- 
ber of revivals following Academy 
Award announcements 


Another rainy weekend had the 
would-be spring feverites patronizing 
theatres in m' winter fashion. 


Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 28-39-44-66) 


‘Penalty’ (M-G) and vaude. The 
credit goes to Tommy Dorsey orches- 
tra for leading town with handsome 
$24,000. Last week ‘Bad Man’ (M« 
G), okay $16,000 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)—~ 
‘Rebecca’ (UA) (revival) Brought 
back to capitalize on Academy 
Award, and getting adequate $4,500. 
Last week ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (Me 
G) (2d run) (2d wk) held for nice 
$4,800. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 


‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and vaude. Mar- 
tha Raye p.a. responsible for hand- 
Last week ‘Sea Wolf’ 
(WB) slipped to still solid $16,000. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)-~ 
‘Nice Girl’ (U) (3d wk). Holding 
Last week, same 
pic pocketed nice $9,000. 


Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)—‘Convoy’ 


(RKO). Headline title getting good 
$5,500 in spot that goes for action 
stuff. Last week ‘Vivacious Lady’ 
(RKO) (revival) nabbed same fig- 
ure. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 39-55)— 
‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G).  Disap- 


pointing in ace house that mopped 
up with original Maybe average 
$15,000. Last week ‘Tobacco Road’ 
$11,009 


— 




















10 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


15&,. 
- bah 


RS oat 
CE aie 


Wednesday, April 9, 1941 





Frisco Tries ‘Junior (Cut) Prices’; 


Ted Lewis Boosts ‘Fever’ to $18,000 





| 


San Francisco, April 8. 
Downtown houses are going in for | 
*Junior Prices’—something new for | 
this town, which thus far has been a 
white spot in its avoidance of all b.0. 
tricks. Junior Prices are for Juves 
between 12 and 16, tariff for them at | 
matinees being 25c, nights 30c, in-| 
cluding tax. Only house not follow- 
ing suit so far is the Golden Gate. 
However, the Gate is expected to fall | 
in line because of the competish. — | 

Biggest thing on the street this | 
week is Ted Lewis and his 1941 Hap- 
piness Revue at the Golden Gate, 
coupled with ‘Footlight Fever. Only 
competish is Deanna Durbin in ‘Nice 
Girl’ at the Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5000; 35-40-50 )—‘Bad 
Man’ (M-G) and ‘Golden Hoofs 
(20th) (2d wk). Holding this weak 
pair for five extra days in order to 

et back to regular Thursday open- 
ing. Prospects slim at $9,000. Last 
week, not so forte at $15,000. 

Geary (Curran) (1,286; 55-75-$11.10- 
$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (4th wk). 
Heavy rains caused some cancella- 
tion of reservations. Can’t kick at 
$12,500, which is plenty sweet consid- 
ering. Last week, v.g. $13,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 


55)—'Footlight Fever’ (RKO) and 
vaude with Ted Lewis revue. Pic- 
ture doesn’t mean a thing. Lewis 


and his company of 30 entertainers 
entirely responsible for excellent 
$18,000. Last week, ‘Melody Three’ 
(RKO) with Carmen Miranda and 
vaude, socko $31,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2.440; 35- 
40-55) —‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Blondie 
Latin’ (Col). Opened strong, and 
holding up well to plenty okay $12,- 

Last week, ‘Adam’ (Col) and 
*‘Queen’s Penthouse’ (Col), off at 
$7,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470: 35-40- 
50)—‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘Behind News’ 
(Rep) (3d wk). ‘Eve’ is still luring 
them in, with biz holding up very 
well at $9,000. Last week, also good 
at $11,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1.475: 35-40- 
50)—‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Great No- 
body’ (WB) (moveover, 3d wk). Did 


| (RKO) 





$1,200. Last week ‘Behind News 
(Rep) and ‘Arizona’ (Col), split with 
‘Revenge Riders’ (Col), ‘Missing 
Daughters’ (Col) and ‘Cherokee 


Strip’ (Par), ‘Second Chorus’ (Par) 





‘TOPPER’ FAIR $8,300, 


and ‘Melody Moonlight’ (Rep), Sat- | 


isfactory $1,000. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (950; 600; 300; 25 )—‘Li’'l Abner 
and ‘Sante Fe’ (WB), split 
with ‘Nobody's Sweetheart’ (U), 
‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th) and ‘Night at 
Carroll’s’ (Par). Nice $1,000. 
week ‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) and 
‘Comrade X’ (M-G), split with ‘Es- 
cape Glory’ (Col), ‘Maisie Lady 
(M-G) and 
(M-G), fair $900. 


‘Lanzibar’ Bright 
$11,500 in Gloomy 
Indpls.; Rest Off 


Indianapolis, April 8. 
Managers of theatres in the down- 
town sector took a peek at the Holy 
Week calendar and booked in, for 


the most part, weak pictures which 
were under contract and had to be 
layed at some time or other, any- 
ow. The single exception is Col. 
Collins of the Indiana, who inked in 
‘Road to Zanzibar’ as a single, and 
without competition, is running home 
far ahead of the pack. Circle is just 
fair with ‘That Night in Rio’ and 
‘Scotland Yard.’ Under par houses 
are Loew’s with ‘Topper Returns.’ 
dualed with ‘Rage in Heaven,’ and 
| Lyric, showing ‘Sleepers West’ on the 
screen, and Ciro Rimac orchestra 
heading vaude on the stage. 

As a result, the gold is about $10,- 











fairly well last week, so held another 
chukker until Fox gets back to its 
regular schedule. Biz so-so at $5,000. 
Last week managed to get over the 
$6.000 mark. 

United Artists (Cohen) 
40-50)—‘Topper Returns’ (UA) (2d 
wk). Biz strong on weekends, but 
not so good otherwise. ‘Topper’ run 
stretched a second stint until ‘Great 
Dictator’ returns here at pop prices. 
Mild $5.000 in sight. Last week, dis- 
appointing $8.000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650: 35-40-50) 
—‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G) and ‘Free and 
Easy’ (M-G). Will be.lucky to do 
$10,000 with this weak combo. Most 
of the other houses have holdovers, 
which should help some. Last week 
(3d). ‘John Doe’ (WB) closed with 
$9,000 in the till on the final strétch. 


‘GUY’-REVIVAL, $5,500. 


(1.200; 35- 





BEST IN SO-SO OMAHA 


Omaha. April 8. 

‘Girl, Guy, Gob’ shows the best 
relative gross this session, doing bet- 
ter than $5,500 at the Brandeis, with 
‘Vivacious Lady,’ as running-mate. 
Latter, brought back because of 
Oscar-winning Jimmy Stewart and 
Ginger Rogers, proved a big help 
to the box office. ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ on its second week is still 
doing a nifty $9,000, after the first 
week’s $11,500 at the Omaha. The 
Orpheum with ‘Tall, Dark and 
Handsome’ plus ‘Las Vegas Nights’ 
will run a very ordinary $8,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40 )—Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and 
‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO). Good for 
$5,500, very satisfactory. Last week 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) and ‘Play 
Girl’ (RKO) (2d wk.), nice $3,000, 
considering. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
40)—‘Tall, Dark’ (20th) and ‘Las Ve- 
gas Nights’ (Par). Slow $8,500. Last 
week ‘Bad Man’ (M-G) and ‘Free 
and Easy’ (M-G) with Alano Dass, 
mindreader, on stage, fair $9,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 25-40- 
55)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk.). Excel- 
lent $9,000, after first week's big 
$11,500. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘Li'l Abner’ (RKO), first run, and 
‘Sante Fe’ (WB), split with ‘Face 
Behind Mask’ (Col), ‘Hudson’s Bay’ 
(20th) and ‘Night Earl Carroll’s’ 
(Par). Okay $1,000. Last week 
‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) and ‘Com- 


rade X’ (M-G), split with ‘Escape 
Glory’ (Col), ‘Mazie Lady’ (M-G) 
and ‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G), 


fair $900. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
*Along Rio Grande’ (RKO), ‘Escape 
Glory’ (Col) and ‘Mummy’s Hand’ 
(U), split with ‘Rangers Fortune’ 
(Par), ‘Capt. Caution’ (UA), ‘Arise 
Love’ (Par), and ‘Heroes of Range’ 
Col) ‘Street Memories’ (20th). Fair 


000 light for the average weekly take. 
| However, after Easter it’s expected 
that the mother lode will be uncov- 
ered again, so the boys are eagerly 
waiting. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circie (Katz-Doile) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Night in Rio’ (20th) and ‘Scot- 
land Yard’ (20th). Mild $7,100. Last 
week, ‘John Doe’ (WB) (2d wk), fair 
$4.800. 

Indiana -Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Zanzibar’ (Par). A single book- 
ing to get the turnover, and drawing 
nicely to tune of forte $11,500. Last 








week, ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) held for nine | pe 
days to get back to Friday opening. | 
and not because of the weak $6,000 | 


garnered for the entire stanza. 
Loew’s (Loew’s) (2.400; 25-30-40)— 

|‘Topper Returns’ (UA) and ‘Rage 

| Heaven’ (M-G). Puny $6,000. Last 


week, ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and | 
| ‘Eliery Queen’ (Col), very nice $10,- | 


| 500. 
| Lyrie (Lyric) (1,900; 
‘Sleepers West’ (20th) and 


| Rimac orchestra heading vaude. Poor 
$6,000. Last week. ‘Man Betrayed’ 
| (Rep) and Ray Noble's 
| good $11,000. 


BISHOP’ CHEERY 936, 





} 





; Denver, April 8. 
_ No hardships in this town. Denver 
is having an all-around good week, 


into the spectacular class. Best is 
$9,500 for ‘Cheers for Miss Bishop’ 
and ‘Sleepers West’ at the Denver. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—‘Dic- 
| tator’ (UA), after a week at the Den- 





| ver. Good $5,500 in prospect. Last | 

| week, ‘Tobacco Road’ (20th), okay 

| $4,000. : 
Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40)— 

‘Bad_ Man’ (M-G) and ‘Free Easy’ 


(M-G). after a week at the Orpheum. 
| Fair $2,500. Last week, ‘Girl, Guy’ 
| (RKO) and ‘Penalty’ (M-G), after 
| a week at the Orpheum, good $3.000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 25-35- 
40)—‘Roundup’ (Par). 
}an allright $6,500. Last week. ‘Eve’ 
(Par) (3d wk) and ‘Las Vegas Nights’ 
(Par), strong $10,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) and ‘Sleepers 
West’ (20th). Good enough $9,500. 
Last week, ‘Dictator’ (UA), strong 
$12,000. 

Orpheum (RWO) (2.600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Mary 
Dugan’ (M-G). Fair $8,700. Last 
week, ‘Bad Man’ (M-G) and ‘Free 
Easy’ (M-G), nice $9,500. 

Paramount (Fox) 
‘Footsteps’ (WB) and ‘Comes Happi- 
ness’ (WB). Nifty $6,000. Last week. 
‘Man Lost’ (U) and ‘Dynamite’ (U), 
nice $5,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Tobacco 
Road’ (20th), after a week at each 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Devil 
Commands’ (Col). Still good for 
$2,500. Last week. ‘Sierra’ (WB). 
after a week at each the Denver and 
ie and ‘Streets Cairo’ (U), nice 





Last | although it was slow to get under 





‘Haunted Honeymoon’ | 


le , 

Penalty. 

30-40-50 )—— | Aa ’ 
Ciro | Bad. Man,” at Loew’s Century. Rest 


orchestra, | 


DENVER: TOWN PERKING 


though none of the grosses are rising | 


Getting by on | 


(2,200; 25-40)— | 


K.C. B.0.’S STUMBLE 


Kansas City, April 8. 

Holy Week finds film row tepid as 
to product, and biz hasn't a lot to go 
on if it wanted to go anywhere. 
Holdovers are in the Newman and 
Orpheum. The Fox Midwest houses, 
Esquire and Uptown, which usually 
day and date the same film, are of- 
fering separate bills of fair drawing 
power. This leaves the way open for 
the Midland to lead the town, but it 
can’t take much credit in doing so. 
‘Topper Returns’ as cual partner for 
‘Rage in Heaven’ is the screen fare 
there. 

Newman’s second week of ‘Lady 
Eve’ is giving a good account of itself, 





way opening week. 

All houses are ready to sock in 
with heavier attractions to catch the 
Easter trade when the lid goes off at 
the end of Lent. Weather was troub- 
lesome with rain opening days, but 
weekend was dandy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 10-28- 
44)—Convoy’ (20th). Playing solo, 
and catching some trade on the war 
interest angle. Fair $2,600. Last 
week was split between ‘Man Found’ 
(U) and ‘Las Vegas Nights’ (Par) 
for mild $3,000 in eight days. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
|—Topper Returns’ (UA) and ‘Rage 
Heaven’ (M-G). Average $8,300. 
Last week, ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M- 
G) and ‘Blonde Inspiration’ (M-G), 
$11,000, good. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 10- 
28-44)—‘Eve’ (Par) (2d wk). Won't 
be a great ways behind the first 
week, which was slow to get on the 
road. Currentty $5.800, good, after 
opening week of $7,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and ‘Vivacious 
Lady’ (RKO) (2d wk). Came through 
first week nicely, and having a sat- 
isfactory holdover. First week, $7,- 
500; currently $5,000, 

Tower: (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Golden Hoofs’ (20th), with stage bill 
headed by Edith Rogers Dahl. Along 
lines of regular trade here, $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Little Men’ (RKO) and 
vaude, ditto. 

Uptown (Fox Midwest) (2,043: 10- 
| 28-44 )—‘Great Commandment’ (20th). 
| Film figured as topical with its re- 
| ligious. theme for Easter Week, and 
| about holding its own at $2,800. Last 
| week, playing same bill as Esquire 

on split week, garnered about $2,800. | 








Sammy Kaye Helps 
‘Penalty’ to $15,500, 


‘Bad Man’-Blackstone Fair 156, Pitt. 





‘Hardy’ Moveover Hefty 


$8,000—‘Topper Returns’ 


Wobbly $8,400 
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ster Girl’ (Par), satisfactory $15,000. 

Met (Loew's) (3,618; 25-35-50)— 
‘Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Keeping Com- 
pany’ (M-G) (2d wk). Healthy $18,- 
000. Last week, fine $20,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
50)—‘Footsteps’ (WB) and ‘Flight 
Destiny’ (WB). Snappy $18,000. 
Last week, ‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘Baker’s 
Wife’ (Indie) (2d wk), nice $17,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-50)— 
‘Missing Girls’ (Select) and ‘Queen’s 
Penthouse’ (Col). Good $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Boston Blackie’ (U) and 
‘Meet Champ’ (U), ditto. 


HARDY GREAT 
$9,000 IN MPLS. 


Minneapolis, April 8. 

This is the traditionally bad Holy 
Week, and Minneapolis undoubtedly 
is one of the black spots on the 
theatrical map. Nevertheless, two 
screen attractions, ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ and ‘Buck Privates,’ are in 
their fourth weeks; another picture, 
‘Lady Eve,’ is in its second canto, 
and one of the only two ‘A’ new- 
comers, ‘Andy Hardy's Private Sec- 
retary,’ is clicking on all cylinders. 
So there's still some life in the local 
boxoffice. 

The three holdovers and_ the 
absence of any stage entertainment, 
aside from the Alvin's stock bur- 
lesque, limit the local public’s choice 
and help ‘Andy Hardy’ to scale the 
boxoffice heights. Film is delivering 
in a big way. ¢ 

One of the year’s miracles, ‘Buck 
Privates,’ in its third week at the 28c 
Gopher, ran almost neck and neck 
with ‘Gone With the Wind,’ scaled 
at 55c and also in its third stanza. 
This week, too, takings will not be 
fare apart. Both finish their long 
and prosperous engagements, giving 
way to new’ attractions. 

Well-liked and endorsed generally, 
‘Footsteps in the Dark,’ Orpheum 
offering, hasn’t quite enough of what 
it takes to overcome the various ad- 
verse handicaps. 

There’s no vaudfilm in prospect 




















Baito; Others Punk 


Baltimore. April 8. 


Strictly run-of-mill product not 


Iping much to offset natural 
Lenten slump here. Steady rain no 
bargain either. Bullish weekend 


trade, now an accepted phenomenon 
| in this defense boom-town, respon- 





accomplished downtown. In the 
lead, thanks to Sammy Kaye’s or- 
is the combo Hipp with 

Also fairly steady is 


| chestra, 


| of list just so-so. 


Estimates for This Week 
Century ‘Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 15- 
| 28-44)—‘Bad Man’. Should inch out 
)an allright $8,000. Last week ‘Hardy’s 
| Secretary’ (M-G) chalked up a re- 
| sounding $15,600. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205: 

15-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Penalty’ (M-G). 
Owing it all to Sammy Kaye’s or- 
| chestra for a big town-leading $15,- 
500. Last week ‘Adam’ (Col) plus 
vaude held up fairly well at $11,700. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) 2,406; 15- 
28-39-44 J—‘Mad Doctor’ (Par). Not 
| getting far at $4,500. Last week ‘Man 
| Lost’ (U) floundered at $3,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1.581: 15-28-35- 
44)—‘Footsteps’ (WB) (2d wk.). 
Stretching out to make way for 
| ‘Night in Rio’ (20th) underlined for 
| Saturday (12). Should reach a mild 
take of $7.300 for the brace of weeks 
utilized $5,000 the first and $2,300 
the second. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 15-28-39-44- 
50)—‘Monster Girl’ (Par). Wrong 
film for this deluxer, and in the dol- 
drums at $5,500. Last week ‘Sea 


$12,600. 





‘RIO’ $20,000, B’KLYN 


‘Wolf’ Good 19'4,G—‘Footsteps’ Ditto 
At $18,000 








Brooklyn, April 8. 
RKO Albee is in the lead with 
‘That Night in Rio’ and ‘Night Train.’ 
Fabian Fox trailing with ‘Sea Wolf’ 
and ‘You’re the One.’ Second week 
of ‘Dictator’ and ‘Keeping Company’ 
at Loew’s Metropolitan wili show 
profitable results. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50)— 
‘Night in Rio’ (20th) and ‘Night 
Train’ (20th). Booming $20,000. Last 
week, ‘Man Lost’ (U) and ‘Golden 
Hoofs’ (20th), uneventful $15,000. 


sible for bulk of any grosses being | 


Wolf’ (WB) (2d wk.) held nicely for | 
strong $7,200 after opening round of | 


until April 25 when Wayne King 
comes into the Orpheum. ‘DuBarry 
|Was a Lady’ is on the Lyceum 
| calendar for next Sunday and three 
subsequent nights. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
| ‘Streets Cairo’ (U) and ‘Girl News’ 
|} (20th), dual first-runs. Satisfactory 
| $1,300 in five days. ‘Boston Blackie’ 
| (Col) and ‘Golden Hoofs’ (20th), also 
dual first-runs, probably fair $1,000 
| for five days. ‘Invisible Woman’ (U) 
| and ‘Great Nobody’ (WB), more dual 
| first-runs, open Thursday (10), Last 


| week, ‘Shadow Stairs’ (WB) and 
‘Scattergood Baines’ (RKO), okay 
| $1,100 in five days. 

|} Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 44- 
|55)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d run) (4th| 


| wk). Has had highly profitable stay, 
| but slipped last fortnight and bows 
out Thursday. Light $3,000 in pros- 


| pect. Last week, $4,800. satisfactory 


|after $9,600 and $11,000 preceding 
weeks. 
| Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 28)— 


| ‘Buck Privates’ (U) (4th wk). First 
|picture ever to hold over at this 

house, it has remained not two, but 

four weeks. Still rolling, but goes 

out Thursday due to previous com- 
{mitments. Big $4,000 foreseen after 
| fine $4,100 last week, on top of 
| Benery $5,000 the preceding fortnight. 
| Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 28- 
| 39-44)—‘Footsteps’ (WB). Well liked 
| picture, but the odds are against it. 
| Will be lucky to reach mild $3,800. 
| Last week, ‘Come Live’ (M-G) with 
|‘Truth or Consequen.:es’ and vaude, 
| big $13,000. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39- 
|44) — ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G). 
| Cheers for this one and, considering 
| that it’s Holy Week and local con- 
| ditions are none too glowing, returns 
are notable. Also it virtually has 
field to itself so far as new offerings 
are concerned. Stretching toward 
big $9,000. Last week, ‘Eve’ (Par), 
$6,800, pretty good. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39)— 
‘Thing Called Love’ (Col). First 
neighborhood showing. Hitting fair 
$2,500 pace. Last week, ‘Santa Fe’ 
(WB), first nabe showing, okay 
$2.800. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Eve’ (Par) (2d wk). Moved 
here from State. Satisfactory $1,800 
indicated. Last week, ‘Tobacco Road’ 
(20th) (2d wk), $1,700, okay. 





Pichel’s Shake-a-Leg 


Hollywood, April 8. 
‘Dance Hall,’ long on the shelf at 
20th-Fox, is being dusted off for 





Fox |(Fabian) (4,023; 25-35-50)— 
‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘You’re the | 


One’ (Par). Nifty $19,500. Last | 





early production with Irving Pichel 
as director. 


Carole Landis and Cesar Romero 


week, ‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) and ‘Mon- j draw the leading parts, 


Pittsburgh, April 8. 

Biggest and most profitable draft 
going to Warner, where ‘Andy 
Hardy’s Private Secretary,’ on move- 
over from Penn, is going great guns. 
At Stanley, combo of ‘Bad Man’ and 
Blackstone, the magician, doing very 
nicely, too. Gross may not be so 
hefty, but it’s an inexpensive layout 
and will make dough. 

‘Fantasia’ still slipping at Fulton 
and although tickets are now selling 
through April 19, it may stick 
beyond that if Easter Week brings 
any noticeable improvement. Nothing 
at all for ‘Topper Returns’ at Penn, 
which is just marking time. Re-issue 
of ‘Vivacious Lady,’ with ‘Knockout,’ 
at Ritz, only doing fair, too At 
Senator, ‘Adam Had Four Sons’ and 
twinner of ‘Tall, Dark and Hand- 
some’-‘Golden Hoofs’ are splitting 
nine days to ordinary showing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,200; 50-75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (6th wk), 
Picture taking a licking here, al- 
though press is pulling hard for it 
and trying to pump new life into 

road-showing. Management likewise 
keeps plugging away ar special 
prices, latest being half-scale offer, 
not only to children, but also to 
service men and students of three 
universities here. Goes definitely to 
April 19, but may continue if there's 
any pick-up with end of Lent. Liter- 
ally gasping this session at $3,200. 
Last week, around $4,600. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Topper Returns’ (UA). Not 
much more than $8,400 looked for, 
and film will have to hurry to get 
even that. Last week, ‘Hardy’s Sec- 
retary’ (M-G), excellent $15,500. 

Senator (Harris) (1,700; 25-35-50) 
—Tall, Dark’ (20th) and ‘Golden 
Hoofs’ (20th). In for five days, fol- 
lowing ‘Adam’ (Col), which ran for 
four. House easing up product jam 
during immediate pre-Easter season, 
simply marking time for ‘Nice Girl’ 
(U) which opens Friday (11). Three 
pictures, in the nine days, will prob- 
ably do around $4,000, bulk of that 
going to present combo, chiefly be- 

| cause of ‘Tall,’ well-liked. Last week, 
| ‘Vigilantes’ (U) and ‘Escape Glory’ 
| (Col), around $3,700. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-40)—‘Vivacious 
Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Knockout’ (WB). 
Looks like around $2,200, not so bad 

|for Holy Week, and ‘Lady’ can take 
most of credit. Last week, ‘Eve’ 

(Par) (3d wk), after playing Warner 
| and Penn, swell $3,700. 
| Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Bad Man’ (M-G) and Blackstone. 
Picture got drubbed by the crix, but 
it’s been doing biz in territory and 
can take some of the credit for 
pretty fair week. Blackstone 
bolstered the weekend with special 
kiddie shows, and whole thing 
should add up to almost $15,000. 
Won't be any dough lost with that, 
since it’s a cheap show. Last week, 
‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and ‘Vanities’ 
picked up to $18,000, but n.s.g. con- 








sidering price for Earl Carroll unit. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G). Moved 


here from Penn, and doing the real 
| Holy Week biz of town. Should col- 
| lect $8,000, swell. Last week, “Youre 
the One’ (Par) and ‘Mary Dugan 
(M-G), awful $3,300. 





CUTTERS’ SPREE 


Splicers Busy on 11 Pix in Warner 
Laboratories 








Hollywood, April 8. 

Cutters are setting a new high in 
activity at Warners, with 26 hustling 
to keep up with the current pro- 
duction boom. In the editing stage 
are ‘The Bride Came C.O.D.,’ ‘Miss 
Wheelwright Discovers America, 
| ‘Affectionately Yours,’ ‘Shining Vic- 
| tory,” ‘A Shot in the Dark.’ ‘Thieves 
| Fall Out,’ ‘Passage From Hongkong.’ 
‘The Nurse’s Secret,’ ‘Highway West,’ 
‘Singapore Woman’ and ‘Three Sons 
o’ Guns.’ 





| Before the cameras are ‘Man- 
| power,’ ‘Sergeant York,’ ‘Under- 
ground,’ ‘Dive Bomber,’ ‘The Gentle 


People,’ ‘The Flight Patrol’ and ‘Bad 
Men of Missouri.’ 


Milland Blown In 


Hollywood, April 8. 

Ray Milland gets the co-starring 
role with John Wayne in the Cecil 
B. DeMille production, ‘Reap the 
Wild Wind,’ at Paramount. 

Alan Le May, Charles Bennett and 
Jesse L. Lasky, Jr., are working on 
the screenplay. 








Considine’s War Cargo 


Hollywood, April 8. 
Next production for John W. Con- 
sidine, Jr., at Metro is ‘Cargo of In- 
nocence,’ war story dealing with 2 
British destroyer. 
| Commander H. J. Haislip end 
| C. Sheriff are doing the script. 
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‘Town’ $16,900, Durbin $14,800 








4 


Philadelphia, April 8. 
(Best Exploitation: Stanley) 


Biggest Easter shopping crowds 
since '29 boom days, with a good 

rtion of the shoppers stopping off 
. do a bit of pic gandering, is re- 
orted up and down the line. An- 
other factor that is helping the take 
to respectable figures is the rainy 
Palm Sunday which kept in tens of 
thousands who ordinarily make a 
trek to Atlantic City for the Board- 
walk Parade. 

Checking in with the top coin for 
this sesh is the Earle, where Bill 
Robinson and Jimmie Lunceford are 
appearing on stage and ‘Knockout’ 
holds down the screen. ‘Men of 
Boys Town’ at the Boyd is also far- 
ing nicely. Other film making its 
bow-in is ‘Nice Girl,’ doing biz be- 
low these others, but nevertheless 
satisfactory. 

Best ballyhoo stunt was for ‘Night 
in Rio’ which opens tomorrow (Wed- 
nesday) at the Stanley. A special 
screening was held in auditorium of 
WCAU two weeks ago to which all 
consular. officials for Latin-Ameri- 
can countries and army and navy 
bigwigs were invited. The preview 

roceedings were broadcast over 
WCAU and its adjunct short-waver 
WCAB. going to South 
America. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-75-86-$1.14- 
1.71) —Fantasia’ (Disney) (8th wk). 
lipped a grand this sesh for a medi- 
ocre $7,500. Last week $8,500. 


Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 


Latter 


—‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) (2d 
run). Opened today (Tuesday). 
Last week ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ 


(RKO), husky $3,900 for third-run 
showing. 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Men of Boys Town’ (M-G). Swell 
$16,900 and holding over. Last week 
‘Footsteps’ (WB) sour $11,300. 

Earle (WB) (2,350; 35-46-57-68)— 
*Knockout’ (WB) plus stage show. 
Bill Robinson and Jimmie Lunce- 
ford’s band chalking up a tuneful 
$24,000. Last week’s combo of ‘First 
Romance’ (Mono) with Martha Raye. 
Wilbur Evans and Edith Fellows on 
stage, okay $20,700. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Buck Privates’ (U) (2d wk). Slipped 
a couple of notches this trip after 
bright opener. Currently $10,100 for 
six days. Last week, bullish $16,500. 

Kariton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—FEve’ (Par) (2d run) (2d wk). Still 
plenty of sock in this one with a 
peppy $5,000. Initial week of second 
runner, punchy $6,100. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) (2d run). 
On the black ink side of the ledger 
with $5,000. Last week ‘Back Street’ 
(U), proud $4,100 for the second 
week of subsequent run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Nice Girl’ (U). Not bad in view 
of season with $14,800. Last week, 





‘Sea Wolf’ racked up a_ sizeable | 
$8,800 for four days of holdover. | 
Pulled to get back on Wednesday 


opening schedule. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
—Dicetator’ (UA) (5th wk). Losing 
none of its drive with bangup $8,300. 
Last week teriff $9,000. 


PROV. PRODUCT LICKS 
LENT; ‘RIO’ $9,000, OK 


Providence, April 8. 
Combo of Holy Week and poor 
Product hurting some of main stem- | 
mers, but those with stronger prod- 
uct finding things not too tough. 
Night in Rio’ at Majestic and ‘Girl, 
Guy, Gob’ at RKO Albee near tops. 
Topper Returns’ at Loew’s State = | 
on happier side of ledger. ‘Las Ve-| 
gas Nights’ a weakie at Strand. 
Estimates for This Week 
_.Albee (RKO) (2,200: 28-39-50)— 
Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and ’Vivacious 
Lady’ (RKO) (re-issue). Cornering | 
lenty coin at $9,000. Last week, | 
Back Street’ (U) and ‘Make Music’ | 
(RKO) (2d wk), swell $6,000. 


Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 28-39- 
50)— John Doe’ (WB) (3d downtown 
Wk). A hefty for this house, and 
heading for nice $3,000. Last week. 
Cheers Bishop’ (UA) and ‘Free Easy’ 
(M-G) (2d run), so-so $2,000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35)—‘Old 

heyenne’ (Rep) and vaude. Holding 











to good $5. in view of season. 
St week, ‘Prairie Pioneers’ (Rep) 
and vaude, $6,000 


P Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
Hight in Rio’ (20th) and ‘Shot in 
ark’ (WB). Sailin along to nifty 
U00. Last week. ‘John Doe’ (WB) 
(2d wk). terrific $9,000. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
popper Returns’ (UA) and ‘Mary 
ugan" (M-G). Among the slower 
— with only fair $10,000 expected. 
wast week, ‘Bad Man’ (M-G) and 
Road Show’ (UA), ditto. / 
. Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50 )— 
Las Vegas Nights’ (Par) and ‘Plane 
Robbery’ (Col). Paced at weak $4,- 
500. Last week, ‘Adam’ (Col) and 
Secret Seven’ (Col), zowie $8,500. 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week - $1,454,800 
(Based on 24 cities, 169 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 
N. Y.) 





re 


Total Gross Same Week 
i.” Serre . .$1,635,400 
(Based on 24 cities, 168 theatres) 
e 
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Detroit, April 8. 
(Best Exploitation: Michigan) 

Although dropping off from what 
they’ve been, due to the rigid Holy 
Week observations here, Detroit's 
grosses this week will be what once 
was considered a good average. Biz 
during Lent has been strong, the best 
in decades, and even the decline this 
week won't take the first-runs down 
to rock bottom. 

In fact, most of the downtown 
houses here are rounding out Lent 
with the introduction of fresh bills 
and not just letting it slide. Fox 
probably will come out on top show- 
ing early strength with its ‘Buck 
— and ‘Man Who Lost Him- 
self.’ 

Michigan won't fare badly, either, 
with ‘Lady Eve’ teamed with ‘The 
Penalty.’ Smaller United Artists has 
a good score with ‘Andy Hardy’s 
Private Secretary’ and ‘Wild Man of 
Borneo,’ which brings all three of 
the leading grossers here into the 
worst week of the year with new 
bills, swimming upstream. 

On top of usual tie-ups with shops, 
etc., Michigan ran offe«a contest in 
the newspaper classified sections and 
gathered further attention by throw- 
ing a screening of ‘Lady Eve’ for the 
young engaged socialties here, tak- 
ing over plenty of society space. Fox 
offered free admission to ‘Buck Pri- 
vates’ to all such. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
—‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Murder New 
York’ (20th). Former moved from 
Fox, and with a new coupling seems 
headed for fair $6,000. Last week, 
‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) and ‘Vivacious 
Lady’ (RKO) (re-issue), nifty $8,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—Buck Privates’ (U) and ‘Man 
Lost’ (U). Okay $16,500. Last week, 
‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Little Men’ 
(RKO), nice $19,500. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
30-40-55 )—‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘Penalty’ | 
(M-G). Working toward a pleasant 
$15,000 Last week, ‘Strawberry | 
Blonde’ (WB) and ‘Black Parrot’ | 
(WB), improved to good $17,000. 





Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- | 
000: 30-40-55)—‘Dictator’ (UA) and 
‘Father’s Son’ (WB) (2d wk). Going | 


for a second week here after two at | 
the Michigan, and still good for $8,500 | 
after last week’s strong $14,000. | 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000; 30-40-55 )—‘Hardy’s Secretary’ | 
(M-G) and ‘Wild Man’ (M-G). Good | 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Bad Man’ TM-G) | 
and ‘Blonde Inspiration’ (M-G), neat | 
$10,000. 

Wilson (2,000; weekday mats 75c 
and $1.10; weekend mats and nights | 
$1.10 and $1.65; schoolkid admission | 
half price)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (8th | 


wk). School tie-ups still helping | 
with possible $6,800. Last week, | 
$7,400. | 


| 


| 
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TOPPER’ TOPS S0-SO 
SEATTLE WITH $7,700 


Seattle, April 8. 


‘Topper Returns’ is showing the 
best returns, netting a swell $7,700 at | 
the Fifth Avenue, where pic_ is 
hitched with ‘Free and Easy.’ Also | 
in the stout class is the holdover 
{session of ‘Sea Wolf’ and ‘Double | 
Date’ at the Orpheum. 

Re-issues, holdovers, and second | 


runs make uf the remainder of the | 
mainstem film fare. New _ shows! 
skedded for after Easter. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 21-35)—‘Rebecca’ (UA) (re- 
issue) and ‘Made for Each Other’ 
(UA) (2d run). Very poor $1,300 in 
six days. Last week (30-40-50), “To- 
bacco Road’ (20th) and ‘Play Girl’ 
(RKO) (4th wk) faded out at $1,500, 
after nifty run. 


Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) | 
(1,900; 21-35)—‘Sierra’ (WB) and 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) (2d 


run). Headed for good $3,100. Last 
week, ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and ‘In-} 
visible Woman’ (U) (2d run), landed | 
verty hefty $3,600. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2.349: 30-40-50)—‘Topper Returns’ 
(UA) and ‘Free Easy’ (M-G). Off to 
bigger start than had been expected, 





| 55)—*Topper 


and will land heavy $7,700. Last 
week (40-50-65), ‘John Doe’ (WB) 
(2d wk here; 3d in town), not so hot, 
$4,800, but moved to M. B. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Con- 
voy’ (M-G). Return engagement 
netting good $4,500. Last week, 
Devil Commands’ (Col) and ‘Face 
Behind Masx* (Col), $4,200, okay. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 40-50-65)—‘John Doe’ (WB), 
with three short subjects. Garnering 
a good $3,000. Last week (30-40-50), 
‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and ‘You're the 
One’ (Par), $1,700, mild. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 30-40-50)—‘Sea Wott’ (WB) 
and ‘Double Date’ (U) (2d wk). Big 
$6,500 in nine days. Last week, same 
films, $10,200, magnificent. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 20-50)— 
‘Man Betrayed’ (Rep) but title 
changed to ‘Boss of Kansas City,’ 
plus vaude. Fair $4,500. Last week, 
‘District Attorney’ (U) and ‘Knock- 
out’ (WB), plus vaude, $4,900, good. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50)—‘Eve’ (Par) and 
‘Melody Three’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Okay $3,800 in sight. Last week, 
same films, moderate $5,000. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-35)— 
‘Virginia’ (Par) and ‘Tall, Dark’ 
(Par) (2d run). Crawling toward 
slow $1,800. Last week, ‘Second 
Chorus’ (Par) and ‘Escape Glory’ 
(Col) (2d run), $2,000, okay. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
30)—Flight Command’ (M-G) and 
‘Frisco Docks’ (U) (2d run). Big 
$2,200. Last week, ‘Blackout’ (UA) 
and ‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) (2d run), 
$1,800, mild. 


TOPPER’ OKAY 
$76,500 IN TWO 
HUB SPOTS 


Boston, April 8. 

Spring weather sluffed the film 
trade here this weekend. ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith’ and ‘Road to Zanzibar’ 
shape up as the current winners, 
with ‘Topper Returns’ making a fair 
showing in a week with relatively 
slow biz all around. Metropolitan, 
after housing Metropolitan Opera 
for 10 days, reopened Sunday (6) 
with ‘Zanzibar’ and ‘Dead Men Tell.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 33- 4-55)— 
‘Footlight Fever’ (RKO) and ‘Sign 
Wolf’ (Mono), with vaude, four days; 
and ‘Missing Girls’ (Select) and 
‘Border Vigilantes’ (Par), three days. 
Aiming at okay $8,500. House dis- 
continues this week the extra three 
days of stage shows. Last week 
‘Sleepers West’ (20th) and _ stage 
show, headed by Clyde McCoy band, 
full week, took $13,500, fair. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 28-39-44- 
55)—Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and ‘Scot- 
land Yard’ (20th). Tame $4,500. Last 
week ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Come 
Happiness’ (WB) (both continued 
run from Met), very good $6,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907: 28- 
39-44-55) — ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ 
(RKO) and ‘Vivacious Lady’ 
(re-issue). Taking suitable $16,000. 
Last week “Tobacco Road’ (20th) and 
‘Melody Three’ (RKO), $22,700 in 
nine days, very okay. 








Majestic (Shubert) 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ 
(llth wk). Beginning to slope off 


to around $10,000. Last week $11,000. 
Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55)—Zanzibar’ (Par) and 
Men Tell’ (20th), four days. Will 
get socko $15,000 with holdover of 
another seven days planned. Last 
week house played no films. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 28-39-44- 
Returns’ (UA) and 
‘Bad Man’ (M-G). Average $15,000. 
Last week ‘Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Bos- 





ton Blackie’ (Col) (2d wk), $14,200, 
good, 

Paramount (M&P) (1.797: 28-39- 
44-55 )}—‘Gir], Guy’ (RKO) and ‘Scot- 
land Yard’ (20th). Skidding to tepid 
$6,000. Last week “Sea Wolf’ (WB) 
and ‘Comes Happiness’ (WB) (both 
continued run from Met), $8,500, 


very good 
Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 28-39-44-50) 


‘Ends Night’ (UA) and ‘Footsteps’ 
(WB). Downhill to $3,500. Last 
week ‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘Tall, Dark’ 


(20th) (continued from Par and Fen- 


| way), $3,800. 


State (Loew) (3,600: 28-39-44-55) 


—Topper Returns’ (UA) and ‘Bad 
Man’ (M-G). Flirting with so-so 
$11,500. Last week ‘Dictator’ (UA) 


and ‘Boston Blackie’ (Col) (2d wk), 
$9,500. 


Bill Watters’ Film Sales 


Bill Watters, former Broadway and 
N. Y. World’s Fair p. a., has sold a 
yarn to 20th-Fox and a couple tunes 
to Monogram within past couple 
weeks. Story is ‘My Gal Sal,’ un- 
derstood to be for Alice Faye. 

Songs are for use in Mono’s ‘Red 
Head.” They are ‘Santa Domingo’ 
by Watters and Harvey Brooks and 
‘Don’t Kid Yourself,’ patriotic nov- 
elty, by-Watters and Howard Steine! 








(RKO) | 








Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Tee PEO Reccincevecss $280,000 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year... 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


sree eer eene 





‘ADAM, $6,000. 











Cincinnati, April 8. 

Holy Week is ringing up two of 
those b.o. rarities in which pictures 
surpass their previous draws. ‘Straw- 
berry Blonde’ is rounding out a 
seven-week stretch on the main 
stem, which is something unusual for 
this burg,. and drawing more coin 
| currently than it did last week. Pic 
opened at the Palace, moved over to 
Keith’s for four weeks, and is wind- 
ing up a fortnight’s stay in the Lyric. 
Meantime ‘Buck Privates’ in the 
Grand is heading for at least $1,000 
better than it pulled four weeks 
earlier in a seven-day stay at 
Keith’s. 

Of the fresh release this week 
‘Lady from Cheyenne’ in the Albee 
is topping with an okay mark. Pal- 
ace has a miss-out in ‘Adam Had 
Four Sons.’ Combo Shubert is n.s.h. 
with ‘East of River’ and the ‘Stars 
Over Hollywood’ unit. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Lady Cheyenne’ (U). Okay $10,000. 
Last week ‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA), sad 
$7,000. 

Capitol (RKO) 2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Eve’ (Par). Held for second week 
of second run. Allright $3,500 after 
fairly good $4,500 last week. Pic 
fetched good $13,500 in initial week 
at Albee. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
‘Make Music’ (RKO) and ‘Girl News’ 
(20th), split with “Texas Rangers 
Ride’ (Par) and ‘Petticoat Politics’ 
(Rep). Fair $2,000. Same last week 
on ‘Streets Cairo’ 
Get Girl’ (U), divided with ‘Shayne 


(Mono). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Buck Privates’ (U). Brought back 
after a four-week absence. Nice 
$4,500. Pic drew $3,500 in its first 
week at Keith’s. 
Lost’ (U), six days, sorry $2,800. 





| 
| 


= dandy $4,000. 
(1,014; 50-75- | run around $41,000, which is wham 


| 


' 


‘Dead | 


' 


, 10-25-40)-—‘Footsteps’ 





Keith’s (Lisbon) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
—Bad Man’ (M-G). Transferred 
from Palace for second week. Dull 


$3,000. Same last week with ‘Sea 
Wolf’ (WB) (2d run). 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50) 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB). Holding 
for. seventh week on main line 


Hefty $4,500, better than last week’s 
Total draw on the 


(Disney) | biz for Cincy in any season. 


(2,600; 33-40-50) 
oor $6,000 in 
‘Bad Man’ 


Palace (RKO) 
‘Adam’ (Col). Very 
six days. Last wee 
(M-G), fair $8,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-60) 
‘East River’ (WB) and ‘Stars Over 
Hollywood’ unit. N.s.h. $9,000. Ditto 
last week on ‘Penalty’ (M-G) and 
Count’ Bernivici’s 
Follies.’ 


Flynn $27 00, Eye’ 346, 
Both Slow in Lincoln 


Lincoln, Neb., April 8 

Holy Week dirge is being sung by 
all boxoffices. ‘Lady Eve’ has been 
suffering from mixed comment, and 
is only moderately represented in ths 
tally thus far. ‘Foosteps in the Dark’ 
is feeble, too. 

Varsity had four days of ‘Viva- 
cious Lady’ for pretty good money, 
considering it’s a reissue, but is now 
doldrumming with four days of ‘Long 
Voyage Home.’ 

Estimates for This Week 





} 


Colonial (Monroe-Noble - Federer) | 


(750; 10-15)—‘Prairie Pioneers’ (Rep) 
and ‘Crowded Hours’ (RKO), split 


with ‘Out of Luck’ (Mono) and ‘Two- | 


Fisted Ranger’ (Rep). Fair $800. 
Last week, ‘Phantom Cowboy’ (Rep) 
and ‘Tear Gas Squad’ (Col), 
with ‘Old Cheyenne’ (Rep) 
‘Crowded Night’ (RKO), about 
same, 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503: 
(WB). Errol 
Flynn opus is light at $2,700. Last 
week, ‘Bad Man’ (M-G), 
pointment at $2,900. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,236; 
10-20-35)—‘Big Guy’ (U) and ‘Vic- 
tory’ (Par). Slow $1,500. Last week 


the 


‘Mr. Chump’ (U) and ‘South Suez’ 
(WB), allright $1,700. 
Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; 


Dictator’ Pulls $32. 
Pop Stand; Ellington Helps Vegas’ 
To 196; ‘Fantasia, 


BUST IN CINCY 


(U) and ‘Where | 
Detective’ (20th) and ‘Flying Wild’ | 


Last week ‘Man | 


‘Pan-American | 


split | 
and | 


a disap- | 


500 in Ist L. A. 


Doe Hold Firm 


Start of Holy Week held no espe. 
| cial terrors for the local first runs, 
| and barring a few exceptions, houses 
| will fare better than was to be ex- 
| pected. ‘Great Dictator,’ on first 
| Showing here at pop prices, is head- 
| ing the town on combined take and 
at Loew’s State and Grauman’s Chi- 
| nese will likely wind up with a neat 
| $32,500. 
| Paramount, on a nine-day week 
with ‘Las Vegas Nights’ and Duke 
Ellington and his show on stage, is 
headed for $19,000, most of credit 
| going to the Ellington combo. 


Holdovers include ‘John Doe’ for a 
fourth week at the Warner Down- 
town and Hollywood, ‘Nice Girl’ at 
the RKO and Pantages, ‘Fantasia,’ on 
a two-a-day run at the Carthay Cir- 
| cle; “That Hamilton Woman’ at the 
| Four Star and ‘Convoy’ and ‘Viva- 
cious Lady’ at the Hawaii. 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516: 83- 
$1.10-$1.65) ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(10th wk). Dipping under the five- 
figure mark on current stanza, but 
with the Easter vacation in the 
schools should bounce right back 
next week. Current stanza headed 
for $9,700 after last week ended 
with $10,200. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
30-44-55-75)—'‘Dictator’ (UA) (lst 
pop-priced run). Best business this 
boulevard acer has enjoyed in some 
time with big $14,500 in the till will 
show plenty of profit. Last week 
‘Bad Man’ (M-G) and ‘Blonde Inspi- 
ration’ (M-G), $7,200, fair. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 44-55-65- 
75)—John Doe’ (WB) (4th-final 
wk). Advanced prices are proving 
no barrier for attendance at this 
Capra production, and fourth and 
finai week here will wind up with 
| very big $8,500, despite Holy Week. 
| Third week hit an excellent $9,000. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44- 

55)—Hamilton Woman’ (UA) (3d 
|wk). Still in the profit class with 
|$5,800 in sight. Last week good 
| $6,400. 
Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 30-44-55)— 
‘Convoy’ (RKO) and ‘Vivacious 
| Lady’ (RKO) (2d wk). Doing okay 
|on holdover, and prospects are for 
| good $1,400 after first seven days 
| piled up $1,600. 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 44-55-65- 


| 
Los Angeles, April 8. 
| 
| 





75)—John Doe’ (WB) (4th-final 
|wk). Excellent $8,000 on the wind- 
|up. Third week ended with close 


| to $8,000. 
| Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— 
|‘Nice Girl’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Mel- 
ody Three’ (RKO). Holdover of the 
Deanna Durbin feature warranted 
with Holy Week facing the house 
|and with a new supporting feature, 
should grab okay $6,500. Last week 
‘Girl’ (U) with ‘Scattergood Baines’ 
(RKO), topped expectations with 
| neat $10,500. 
Paramount (Par) 


(3,595; 30-44-55- 


75)—‘Las Vegas Nights’ (Par) and 
Duke Ellington opening date, pro- 
viding a nine-day week. Ellington 


combo gets full credit for neat $19,- 
000. Last week ‘Eve’ (Par) and 
‘Round Up’ (Par) added for five-day 
final week, about $9,000 as predicted, 
RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55) 
‘Nice Girl’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Melody 
Three’ (RKO). Should garner an- 
other neat $7,000 on holdover of the 
Durbin pic ,with ‘Melody’ added. 
First week ‘Girl’ with ‘Scattergood 
| Baines’ (RKO), just topped $10,000, 
| excellent. 
| State (Loew-F-WC) (2,404: 30-44- 
55-75)—Dictator’ (UA). Whopping 
| $18,000 in prospect, and but for 
| house policy would hold for second 
week. Last week ‘Bad Man’ (M-G) 
|} and ‘Inspiration’ (M-G), okay $12,400. 
United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100: 


30-44-55) —‘Bad Man’ (M-G) and 
Blonde Inspiration’ (M-G) Move- 
over not so hot and best in sight is 
slim $2,900. Last week ‘Wind’ (M- 
G) (6th-final stanza), good $3,800 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 

Bad Man’ (M-G) and ‘Inspiration’ 
(M-G) Doing just ordinary trade 
on moveover with weak $3,100 in 
sight. Last week Ends Night’ (UA) 
and ‘Golden Hoofs’ (20th), $3,000, 
slow. 





| 10-25-40)—‘Eve’ (Par). Some people 
like it, but most of the comment is 
otherwise, so $3,500 for nine days, 
slow, is about all. Last week, ‘Great 
Nobody’ (WB), with Major Bowes 
| ams on stage, three days, drew $2,500, 
| good, 

Variety (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
20-25)—-‘Flying Wild’ (Mono) and 
‘Fighting 69th’ (WB), four days, plus 
‘Shadows Stairs’ (WB) and ‘Missing 
10 Days’ (Col), four days. About $1,- 
900, which isn’t bad for the price or 
period. Last week, ‘Scattergood 
Baines’ (RKO) and ‘Queen's Pent- 
house’ (Col), fair $1,500. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100: 10- 
25-40 )—‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO), four 
| days, _ ‘Long Voyage Home’ (UA), 

four days. Fair $3,100, mostly due to 
‘Lady.’ Last week, ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO), 
so-so $3,000. 
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From the Producer- Director who gave you “Mutin)< 


Associate Producer 
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Increasing Lal 


in-Am. Taxes on U.S. 


Pix Irk Major Cos.; Mull Problem 


Of Shipping Films to Brit. Troops 








Threat of additional taxation and 
restrictions in Latin-American coun- 
tries, and the problem of getting 
films to British Empire troops, were | 
weighed at the bi-monthly meeting 
of major company foreign chiefs at 
the Hays office last Thursday (3). 

While new taxes and restrictions 
are considered recurring problems in 
the foreign market today, the situ- 
ations in Cuba and Puerto Rico were 
singled out as requiring most imme- 
diate attention. Latter has such 
severe new tax proposals that they 
are rated all out of line with the 
business done by U. S. distributors 
in the Puerto Rican market. The 
new law on anti-block booking in 
Cuba was given a thorough going- 
over at the session, with new moves 
to be taken by American distrib 
managers in Havana. 

Reports from Cuba that it would 
place no obstacle in the way of, 
showing Latin-American films in| 


+ 
v 


2 London Legiters 


Flop in Premieres 





London, April 8. 

Two potential legit flops opened 
in the West End during the past 
week. 

‘Orchids and Onions’ preemed at 
the Comedy theatre April 1. 

It’s an anemic revue presented by 
indifferent cast. 


‘After the War,’ which bowed at 


the New, Monday (7), is also ex-| 
tremely unlikely. The polyglot 
Anglo-Polish revue is mostly tedi- 


ous. 


DISPUTE ENDS 





that country, if other Latin-Ameri- | ON CUBAN PIC 


can nations would treat Cuban pro- | 


ductions in a similar manner, was 
viewed in New York as not particu- 
larly in line with U. S. promotion 
plans for hemispheric solidarity. 
many circles it was viewed as a bid 
to encourage production of Latin- 
American films by insuring unham- 
pered distribution in Cuba since 
Cuban production currently is negli- 
gible. Also some felt that it was in 
direct contrast to plans of Cubans 
to hamper distribution of U. S. films. 


Frozen British Funds 


Reported that no moves were out- 
lined to foreign managers regarding 
the frozen money situation in Great 
Britain. The unfreezing of pres- 
ently accumulated profits of U. S. 
distributors on the British Isles un- 
doubtedly will be worked out 
through Washington. If Washington 


extends credit to Great Britain, then | 


it would be up to the U. S. govern- 
ment, it’s understood, to decide if 
American film companies should be 
allowed to figure in on any credit 
deal which would enable them to 
shift frozen coin to N. Y. 


American film companies thus far 
have stuck to the theory that the 
normal number of screen produc- 
tions should be shipped to Great 
Britain if they keep pace with ob- 
vious needs of the British Empire 
in maintaining high morale among 
its troops and populace. Of the films 


being released in Great Britain now 


about 76% are supplied by U. S&S. 
film companies. Hence, the urge to 
get much of the presently frozen | 


money back into this country for use 
Picture com- | 


on future productions. 
panies realize that England is giv- 
ing all it can now in dollar exchange, 
but if new avenues are Opened up 
for credit via the lease-lend bill, 
consent may be secured to reopen 
the old frozen-coin pact. 

The meeting last Thursday out- 
lined means for setting up ma- 
chinery which would expedite ship- 
ment of American films to British 
troops wherever they are presently 
located. Constant shifting’ of Brit- 
ish Empire forces and the various 
blockades set up against much ship- 
ping prompted this action to main- 
tain a steady flow of product. 


PUSH B. A.’S COLON AS 





In |} 


SELLING 


| Havana, April 8. 
New legislation, to all intents and 
purposes, ends the prolonged dispute 
here between film distributors and 
Cuban exhibitors. Disagreement be- 
gan last year when some small ex- 
hibs petitioned for government ac- 
tion against the distributors. 
claimed the block-booking 





system 


kept them from making money, gov- | 
ernment decree to handle the situa- | 


tion never being placed in force. 
Mostly U.S. distribs are concerned. 


New legislation’s selling provisions | 
are patterned somewhat after those | 
It per- | 


in the U.S. consent decree. 
| mits the distrib to sell in blocks of 
10, but places no limit on the num- 
ber of blocks which may be sold. It 
prohibits the sale of unproduced 


films, which is a change. 
A coordination commission 
named to recommend changes 


{deemed necessary. The provision in | 
the law, requiring every film the- | 


atre to use Cuban artists two days 


per month, is expected to cause most 
In the original squabble, 
exhibitors fought this requirement, 
claiming there were not sufficient 
acts | 
in their theatres without 


difficulty. 


number of worthwhile Cuban 
to play 
hurting business. 


Hutchinson Delayed 





They | 


is | 


W. J. Hutchinson, 20th-Fox foreign 


Universal Gets Distrib 
Rights on ‘Wedding’ 


Deal was set last week whereby 
Universal acquired U.S. distribution 
rights on ‘Quiet Wedding,’ British 
film made for Paramount as a Brit- 


cludes Canadian distribution. Para- 
mount distributed the film in Great 
| Britain and shared in the financing 
with Paul Soskin, film's producer. 


| Par holds options on the picture 
' for world-wide distribution. Para- 
| mount probably will distribute else- 
| where aside from U.S.-Canada. 


| 
Gov't Aid Order May 


Have Repercussions 
On British Film Setup 








London, March 15. 

Two new Government orders are 
providing film trade with a head- 
ache that sees no letup. Most irk- 
some is Industry Limitation Order, 
which is pursuing a stringent shut- 
down policy on all business not con- 
sidered grooved for the war ef- 
fort. 

Despite Board of Trade assurance 
that production is not included at 
present in the sweep, B. of T.’s state- 
ment can’t be overlooked perfunc- 
torly. Anyhow, a definite threat to 
pic production is seen in the inclu- 
sion within the order of photo- 
|graphic and equipment outfits. 
| Where these don’t operate for the 
Government they’re to be nixed. 
| Labor’s eyesight is straining in a 
| minute going-over of Fire Watchers 
| Order, regulation covering posting 
|of employees on rooftops for fire- 
bomb dowsing. Task carries no ex-" 
tra pay to offset dangers and con- 
| ditions. Beef of union tops is that 
cinema workers, under the order, 
can be requisitioned for this or any 
job their employers _consider as 
within the defense realm, and there's 
no chance of kfcking. They seek 
| clarification and guarantees workers | 
will be suitably cared for. 


COWDIN UNABLE TO 
ATTEND U PARLEY 











ish quota credit production. Deal in- | 


‘Mexico Nixes Talk Of 


Aussie Seeks to Limit Remittances 


Of Yankee Film Cos.’to $2,000,000 





OK’ing Gambling Casinos 


Mexico City, April 8. 

Rumors to the effect that gamb- 
ling casinos are to bloom big this 
spring in Mexicali, Tiajuana and 
other spots of Lower California, are 
nixed in government circles. Re- 
ports, more insistent and widespread 
of late, are to the effect that bigtime 
American gamesters have obtained 
very generous concessions from the 
Mexican government for the reopen- 
ing of these pitches, closed several 
years ago under the national morali- 
zation program, are roundly denied 
by the government. 

The only form of gambling now 
legalized in Mexico, excepting 
rights that were recently granted 
for horse racing at Agua Caliente 
and some other Lower California 
tracks, is the National Lottery and 
drawings that capitalizing banks and 
some business firms conduct peri- 
odically among stockholders and 
customers. 


JAP PAYOFF DUE 
ON US. PIX IN 
OCTOBER 








& 
a 





The payoff in the Japanese money | 
situation for American film distribu- | 
tors, involving around $1,000,000, will | 


|} come next October when the first of 


three notes held by the Yokohama| 
Specie Bank, San Francisco, falls 
due. Japan government gave the 
distribs these notes, payable 

American dollars for films released | 
in Japan, with the money held in| 


in| 





Press of business in New York and 
unfevorable flying weather prompted 
| J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of 
| Universal, to abandon his original 
| plan to fly to Cristobal, Panama, to 
attend final two sessions last Satur- 
day and Sunday, of U’s Latin-Ameri- 
cen convention. Originally he planned 
flying Friday in order to be 
Panama for part 
session and also the closing day. 

Nate Blumberg, Universal presi- 
dent, and J. H. Seidelman, foreign 
chief, had gone by boat the previous 
week. They are scheduled to arrive 


chief, who planned to get away to| beck in N. Y. April 13. 


Mexico last week, has postponed his 


journey through 

territory indefinitely. 
Postponement attributed 

press of home office details. 


to 


Will Hays App 


| 
} 


mi 


Blumberg, on his return Sunday 


Latin-American4 (13), will head for the Coast after a | 
He’ll be in | 
the | Hollywood for about 10 days on pro- 


| few days in New York. 


‘duction confabs. 





ment of Durland | 


AsS.A. Expert No Unanimous Choice 


Appointment of Addison Durland 
the Hays production code staff 


to 


was not greeted with any unanimity 
of approval by major company for- 
eign managers. They are concerned 
because the new appointee appar- 
ently will be the chief consultant and 
censor at the source on Latin-Ameri- 
can films which they must sell. Sev- 
eral foreign chiefs expressed sur- 


OPERA HEADQUARTERS 


Buenos Aires, April 8. 
Determination to make Buenos 
Aires’ municipally owned opera 
house, the Colon, headquarters for 
South American opera is indicated | 


cause their companies already have 
by announcement of plans by Florio | . P 4 


elaborate ri ser i - 
M. Ugarte, the Colon’s director- | ments SOT. CNOTEING  -Sapert 
general, recently returned from | ; 


prise at this addition to the staff be- | 





New York. 


Shortly after re-confirmation in 
his post, Ugarte revealed that special 
commission, named by Mayor Carlos 
Alberto Pueyrredon to study con- 
struction of a new outdoor theatre 
seating 15,000, has already chosen a 
site at Plaza Intendente Seeber in 
front of the Monument de Los Es- 
panoles in the Palermo Park sec- 
tion of B. A. Adequate housing for 
summer session 0 the Colon has long 
been demanded by the press. Pointed 
out that the plan would make B. A. 
into a kind of S. A. Salzburg and 
bring the best talent from all parts 
of the continent. i 


provoked at not being consulted be- 


fore the appointment was made. Hays 


is reported to have replied that Dur- 
land ‘had something on the ball,’ and 
Was a good man for the post. 
Perhaps most outspoken on the 
Durland appointment were John W. 
Hicks, Jr., of Paramount, and Phil 
Reisman, of RKO, against him and 
for him respectively.’ Former said 
he did not know the new man and 
would have preferred somebody 
who's trade if the Hays 


known to the t 


One foreign sales chief was so an- | knew nothing about the appointment 
noyed he talked directly to Will 
Hays, who made the appointment, 
| asking why a man from the film 
| business wasn’t picked. Others were 


Office had to have a new expert. He 
intimated that the subject of his ap- 
pointment had never been brought 
before foreign sales managers and 
that none had met him. 

In contrast, 


| tion on which the industry should be 
| complimented. 
| Was a man who knows Latin-Ameri- 
can customs and habits, and that a 
| man with picture experience was not 
| required. 

Arthur Loew, of Metro, said he 
|Or the man. Walter Gould. of 
| United Artists, who formerly spent 
| years in the Latin-American market, 
| claimed he knew nothing about the 
| appointee. Robert Schless, of War- 
‘ner Bros., was absent in South 
| America but officials said they would 
have preferred a man with film busi- 
ness knowledge. W. J. Hutchinson, 
of 20th-Fox, could not be reached 
but others in his foreign department 
were not pleased with what they 
termed ‘meddling’ in the picture 
business. J. L. Seidelman, of Uni- 








in | 
of the Saturday 


the San Francisco bank on three- | 
year notes, the last of which falls | 
due in January, 1942. U/S. distribu- | 
tors agreed to the ‘loan’ arrangement | 
in order to get additional pictures | 
into Japan and because they 


were 


otherwise unable to convert Japan- 


| ese funds into American dollars. 
With war talk prevalent in the Far 
East, American film companies hope 


| the notes would be payable much 
sooner. Any further trouble be- 
tween the Japanese government 


and U.S. naturally might be reflected 
in realignment of monetary policies. 
| Freezing of funds has been done by 
the American government with other 
nations involved in the present war. 

The initial note is due in October, 


other two being scheduled for pay- 
ment by January, 1942. Continued 
future operation of American dis- 


tributors in Japan likely will be con- 
tingent on the full payment of these 
notes. This is the nearest thing to 
coin that U.S. companies have had 
| from Japan since the Sino-Japanese 
conflict resulted in freezing of 
money there. The notes represent 
the profits realized by the eight ma-| 
jor companies from operations dat- | 
| ing from the war’s outbreak. No 
money or subsequent note deals have 


Sydney, April 8. 

Federal government of Australia 
is conducting an inquiry of the film 
industry here. It plans to increase 
the present 50% coin freeze for 
American distributors immediately 
and may reduce the importing of 
Class B films. 

Most radical suggestion presented 
by the government thus far is that 
distributors establish a film pool 
which would make available all 
product to all theatres. 

It is intimated here also that Pro- 
fessor Copland, Wartime Prices Com- 
missioner, may be asked’ to take 
complete control of the film business 
in the government’s behalf. If Cop- 
land is given this authority, he 
would control and regulate the profit 
margin of distributors on all product 
released in this zone. Industry 
chiefs plan contacting the governs 
ment to seek easing of contemplated 
setup. 





$2,000,000 Allowed 


The Australian government is at- 
tempting to freeze $1,100,000 more of 
U. S. distributors’ coin under the 
new monetary agreement now be- 
ing negotiated. Old coin-freeze 
agreement, which permitted the 
eight major American major dis- 
tribs to take out $3,100,000 in a year’s 
time, expired last March 1. 

Aussie government would allow 
$2,000,000 remitted to American dis- 
tributors in the next 12-month pe- 
riod. However, U. S. film compa- 
nies are seeking at least $2.500,000. 
Situation may be aided by Premier 
Menzies when he arrives in U. S. 
shortly. The lease-lend law may be- 
come the medium for easing the sit- 
uation. 

Meantime, foreign managers in 
New York are negotiating a new 
frozencoin pact which would deviate 
as little as possible from the first 
one in Australia. Fact that taxes 
and other imposts are continuing 
high in the Anzac territory is being 
pointed up in talks on the new 
agreement. 


FULLER IN A SPOT 
FOR FILM PRODUCT 


Sydney, April 8. 

With Paramount’s recent product 
swing to Greater Union Theatres, 
following the latter’s exit on pro- 
posed merger with Hoyts circuit, Sir 
Benjamin Fuller, who is reported to 
have plenned building a chain of 
picture theatres in Melbourne in as- 
sociation with Metro and Paramount, 
now finds his source of product cut 
considerably. 

Meanwhile, in a circuit expansion 
move current, Metro has taken over 
Fuller’s St. James, Melbourne, there- 
by assuring it of steady class prod- 
uct. 








GU Adds Rep., Col., PRC 

Greater Union further fortified 
itself on U. S. product in the last few 
weeks by signaturing long-term pacts 
with Republic and Columbia, whose 
pictures it now handles. Also the 
circuit signed Producers Releasing 
product for New Zealand. 

Reported in N. Y. that the old deal 
Warner Bros. has with Hoyts circuit, 
which has several years to run, may 
be cancelled at former’s request, 
leaving way open for deal with 








Reisman rated Dur- | 
land as a happy choice and a selec- | 


He claimed that he | 


been made beyond this one. | Greater Union by WB. 

U.S. distribs saved considerable | ; 
from depreciation in Japanese cur- | 
rency through the note deal, since | 
the yen has dropped from 27c to| 
| 2342c on the dollar, latter being the 
current exchange rate. 


MEX CITY TO DEAL HARD 


Havana Grosses OK 


Havana, April 8. 
Havana grosses for the past week 
were: 
Fausto, ‘Arizona,’ $1,900. 
Encanto, ‘Brigham Young,’ $1,405. 
Radio Cine, ‘Great Dictator’ $2,980 








WITH FASCIST VANDALS: 


Mexico City, April 8. 

More cops and the new police radio 
| patrol, a fleet of 21 cars, have been 
assigned to put a definite end to dis- 
'orders, including stench bombings, 
that have cropped up afresh in local 
cinemas during exhibitions of pix 
that offend the fascist sympathizers. 

The federal attorney generel has 











be transported to the Tres Marias | 





| versal, and Joseph McConville, of 
| Columbia, were in the Latin-Ameri- 
l can territory. 


islands, Mexico’s colony for her | 
toughest criminals, 100 miles off the | 
west coast. ! 


(repeat). 

Nacional, ‘Los re Abajo,’ $1,700; 
Argentine-made. 

Payret, ‘Linda Beatriz,’ $1,500. 

America, ‘All This and Heaven 
Too,’ $2,000. 





Durbin, Grant Tops in Spain 
Madrid, March 25. 
Deanna Durbin and Cary Grant 


threatened that all convicted of caus- | have been named the most popular 
ing disturbances in the cinemas will | foreign film players in Spain, accord- 


ing to contest conducted by Primer 
Plano, cinema weekly. 

Julio Pena and Josita 
top Spanish thesps. 


Hernan are 
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if you think he’s excited now, 

wait til he sees the boxoffice 

action when Warners’ Bette 
Davis tells ‘The Great Lie’! ~~" 
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his one carries socko entertainment | > 2 R ° 
THE GREAT LIE flor wide general appeal, including! Miniature Reviews 
Hollywood, plenty of tear-jerking and_ senti- | ae 


April 4. 


mental episodes to blur the eyes of 





\\ rS tls unane as : n . . ’ tt 
I : s | Dav tures | the most calloused. and spotlighting | ‘The Great Lie’ (WB). Bette 
iry As Lucile Watsen, | the life work of Father Edward J | Davis starred dramatic tri- 
ed i YY ee cutfee, | Flanagan in his enterprise devoted to angle: due for sirong adult trade, 
vie evore Coflee : a oe at Nhe a 
a B s sen: fony rehabilitation of waywara boys. with particular women appeai. 
: 1 . ne. ef- ic > a wicket-spinner o!f top . 
‘ h D mm; special ef Picture is a ket-sp eens Ma — ‘Men of Boys Town’ (M-G). 
‘ 1 and Robert Burks; | notentialities, with the starring con a ll yy Bags Anica cst 
ack Se. Running 00 Of Spencer Tracy and Mickey Sentimental drama stat 5 
ise pril 3 41 Running Passi the # ison ete P Mickey ooney. 
102) MINS Rooney high voltage for the mal! racy and Mickey ‘ 
arte Bette Davis | quees, Smash b.o. 
BELO... cer erercecoreveccccoes SeCOTE ye a Story. as devised and developed by ‘Pot o’ Gold’ (UA). Whole 
Mary Asto! “Ye 24s a fontinualls : hy , ss 
RUMI +. +s0eneceoneess | ia ” ason|2ames K. McGuinnae ( — , burden on radio title and play- 
} \ «la . P nN ) + > ciy y an . a“ m ; . 
; Huttie McDaniel | focuses attentior al _ x! = Be = ers, Stewart, Goddard, Heidt. A 
J MugONsiceseees Grant Mitchell! ynderstanding efforts of Fa nes -eakie 
J IOLNIPSON. » seeeces Jerome Cowan) Planagan to steer boys under his weakie, 
Mncthiawion dues. cs. Mei huretan Hall | Wing into right channels—dovetail- ‘Reaching for the Sun’ (Par). 
sips ” r . ; } *T) . oe | - . e - 
hs ‘i BION. weccess Russell Hicks | ing this factor with human an 1 sen- Joel McCrea-Ellen Drew starrer 
~. eg timental drama that keeps -, the just a fair pic. 
MA. canscvaveseoessee ° why y line of credulity for the most part ; ; 
Dr. Feiguvoi.s.ecees . Farrell Maconald | 40 / 1e a strong indictment ‘The Devil and Miss Jones’ 
4 r \ sol «t It punc hes he me a trong inaic ae 4 “thir s “he ‘les 
; eoaeunial sam MeDuniei | against the methods and cruelties of | (RKO). Jean At thur and Charles 
site al: state reformatories and compares the! Coburn in fanciful tale provid- 
‘The Great Lie’ is a sophisticated right and wrong methods of hand- ing diverting entertainment. 


ling boys to make them community 
assets rather than habitual criminals 
Tracy again presents a sincere and| 


drama utilizing the eternal triangle 
formula with some new twists, pro- 
viding Bette Davis with opportunity 


‘Power Dive’ (Pir). First of 
air series suitable entertainment 
for support in the family and ac- 


for continued display of her tragic fuman portrayal of the priest,| rt 
emouonalisms. Aiming for adult) Pather Flanagan, while Rooney dis-| tion houses. 

attention with particuiar stress on plays plenty of restraint in handling | ‘Scotland Yard’ (20th). Dual 
woman appeal, picture will hit) the assignment of the completely- wae dais beed anibitaite 


bumper grosses in the regular runs, 

with holdovers indicated in metro- 

politan key spots. 
Excellent performances 


reformed boy who goes out briefly to 
practice the precepts of the school 
head. Lee J. Cobb, as the fund-raiser 
to keep the institution open, gives a} 


ment for program support. 
‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep). Judy Ca- 


by the nova, assisted by Bob Crosby, 


players, deft direction by Edmund} fine performance in a prominent Jerry Colonna and Charles But- 
Goulding, and a compact script by role. a ne terworth, in b.o. filmusical. 
Lenore Coffee, provides a well-| Bobs Watson and Sidney Miller ‘The Prime Minister’ (WB). 
rounded package of dramatic en-/carry on their assignments of the 


Miss Davis is still the} previous picture as boys in the| Disraeli —— ~_g st 
' school, and both come through with Gielgud and iana ynyard,; 
i ; Larry Nunn, as the! British-made’s prospects bright. 
grees of happiness in love an liv-| crippled kid, and Darryl Hickman, | ‘The King of the White Ele- 
ing. It’s a smart contrast. | an incorrigible whippersnapper who} shen (Thallend-mete). View 

Story presents the situation con- | reacts favorably to the Father Flana-| footure graduand tn Stam, fast 
fronting the father of a child, | gan influence, oy pe net a museum piece ; 

° Pp | ’ s is | c = ° 

imed as her own by his wife, bu: | O'Neill, Mary Nash an ddis 
pagent Be born by the woman to| Richards are most prominent in the 
whom he was illegally married | Supporting cast. _., | its assets the picture must be de- 
And the problem reaches its apex | After refreshing the memory with! scribed as a limp farce, forced and 
when both women attempt to use| a new introduction to Boys Town, | silly all the way. 
the youngster to hold the man. | story introduces Larry Nunn into the ath dell is Seae- ehaidinily ties 

George Brent is the man involved. | institution. = arene Spewwes. 3° sacteinenink ihenn the wanking 
He marries the temperamental | the crippled bac fae a ed in @ re" script is from way back. Only the 
concert pianist, Mary Astor, while| form school beating, a1 Y| lower 1Q's will find much to giggle 
on a spree only to shortly, discover | heads a group of boys to try to wane | at—and it’s supposed to be funny. 
that the union is illegal. Turned | him laugh again and snap him out Even in farce, where liberty is close 
down in his offer of remarriage, he | Of his attitude. pone age Mga to anarchy, it is impossible to digest 
oy eet ee pastio: | Smee ane 8 oe *| some of the sequences. And because 


tertainment. 
tragic victim, but lightens up in sev- | 
eral episodes to depict varying de-/ flying colors. 








is old sweetheart, Bette Davis. The| —— gael Soe A eg tO| of the frail story line and lack of 
physically renabilitate te Kid, any real plot complication, there are 
trudes to inform the wife she is tc Realizing the financial straits of several old - fashioned 


sequences 


pair are happy until Miss Astor | 
have a baby, but before the new: | the institution due to over-building,| pjainly intended to pad out the time 
| 


“an be conveyed to Brent he’s off| to accommodate more boys, Rooney) ang add ‘production.’ In one in- 
to South America on an aviation] get a trial adoption by a wealthy) ctance Paulette Goddard, mooning 
survey. When he’s thought dead in| couple who might contribute to save) 4), 4 balcony ledge, dreams off into a 
a plane crash in the Brazilian| Boys Town. In attempting to carry! costume sequence, circa 1500, with 


ungles, Miss Davis makes a strange | Out the teachings of Father Flanagan! j nights and troubadours and herself 
oe with the expectant mother | in helping an escaped inmate of the) tricked up as Juliet. 


—financial security for herself and e | State reformatory, Rooney is con-| 


To examine 


- : in detail the many 
ne ae et soe © ee bee is | victed .) an aa ue story inconsistencies and entertain- 
turned over to her as her own. Deal | and tossed into the reform school tor) ot missouts of the story would 


is made, and the two women live) a brief experience with the brutality 
on a western ranch until the young- | of the institution before the priest 
ster arrives. Miss Davis gets the | arrives to~get him out. This is the 
child and the pianist goes back to| only spot where scripter McGuiness 
the concert platform, her career | g0es overboard and takes a detour| 
always overshadowing her maternal | into the over-theatric and incred- 
instincts. But Brent comes out of, Uwlous. But Rooney s sacrifice saves 
the jungle after a year and the con-| the financial debacle impending, and 


flict between the women breaks out | the work goes on. 


merely labor the point. One of the 
worst assaults upon credibility has 
James Stewart and Paulette Goddard 
stealing a carnival wheel from an 
amusement park, presumably miles 
away, With the act of larceny taking 
place at the very moment Horace 
| Heidt and his orchestra are begin- 


anew. Miss Davis offers love and | Picture hits a consistent gait.) phe wheel, plus stacks of telephone 
sincere affection; Miss Astor only| always pointing up the sentimental | pooks—all magically arranged by | 
has the child as a weapon to regain| angles in its dramatic unfoldingg-| number in a matter of minutes—are 
him. But at the finish the pianist}; Peak comedy episode is a slow MO-) ruched into the studio (with many 
finds her campaign lost, and leaves| tion wrestling match staged by prattfalls) as the broadcast is actu- 
the child with the couple to con-| Rooney and Sidney Miller. Throat! a))y jn progress, and the ‘Pot 0’ Gold’ 
tinue her ambitions in the musical lump-erupter is the accidental death civeawav is conceived. put together, 
world. of the crippled boy’s dog. burial 0N| anq on the air while the stopwatch 

Miss Davis gives a most per- the grounds, and the kid's miracu- | ticks, 

ant haa ; lous walk, after the operation, to his ' 3 eee eee : 
fuasive portrayal of the wife who a Banuence ia a wallover No single farcical distortion o1 
faces the tragic events of her ro- pet's grave. Seouence is a wa per, 


° os ; .,| scene exaggeration will bog down a 
i nisc of the dramatic punch) ** 5 
mance and marriage. In spots, she| reminiscent of picture that has the redeeming touch 


: 4 y George Loane Tucker) ©: 
gushes tears, and in others hits a generated b: G ar Li Miracle | Of being amusing or artfully direct- 
, ; . : : | with a crippled boy in ‘The Miracle po, Re 7 oe 
few brief moments of light spon- Man’ aster century ano ed. The mere violence to realism 
taneity. Brent delivers a_strong| “47 @ qua 7 Sees . | represented by this climaxing radio 
performance as the husband whilc | _ Direction by Norman Taurog again) <oene js not cited as conclusive evi- 
Miss Astor scores notably, as the! demonstrates his unique talents in| gence by itself. It is simply the final 


case-hardened concert artist whose 

ambitions transcend motherly anc 

wifelvy attributes of womanhood. 
Hattie McDaniel, as Miss Davis 


household mammy, and her brother. 


| handling boys and their varied char- act of ineptitude in a protracted or- 
| acteristics. Picture, with many! gea) of synthetic. strained scenes and 
scenes photographed at Boys Town, egforts to entertain. The script of 
‘| has been provided with topnotch | ‘pot 0’ Gold’ is one of the worst: and 
| production mounting. Camera work the direction accepts it and the taste- 
Sam McDaniel. both have severa) | >Y Hareid Rosson ol less, pointless, wandering inexpert- 
good opportunities, the latter as the | Standard throughout. ness. 

plantation handv man. Lucile Wat- | James Stewart plays James Stew- 


ae relian 
CACTIICTLIL 


Walt. 


is 





son. Charles Trowbridge and Rus- | art with an uncle who is an erratic, 
sell Hicks are mest prominent in| POT O’ GOLD music-hating, self-broadcasting, radio 
funport advertiser (Charles Winninger) and 
Script goes over-theatric in a few | (WITH SONGS) whom the entire community seem: 
spots. but this is a minor shortcom-| United Artists release of James Roosevelt | to loathe. Much of the plot substi- 
ing in the overall content of the sat gg AM ahiace 8 — woven — nit tute has to do with uncle being hit 
story. Edmund Goulding provide: !tra. Charles. Winninger inertial 2 in the face by a tomato. The com- 
smooth and deft direction to the | George Marshal Sores i munity 1s delighted. ; 
picce. Picture carries top A _ pro- a Leon; ech ay Monte Brice, , Sent off to the local jail on a fluke 
duction mounting, with nhotogranh- | | y Baail Ad) a ig rar x Der =p came the unpopular uncle is musically tor- 
b. Tony Gaudio of highest etand Hal ety At Roxy, N . . eed Apt tured and phy ically maltreated by 
ard Walt. ’41. Runniing time: 84 MINS. a gang of cons in a scene of doubtful 
Jimmy Haskell...... --James St humor and thoughtless mob example 
ee Heidt Winninger comes closest to render- 
MEN OF BOYS TOWN C. J. Haskell............Charles Winninger | ing a standout performance. _ Stew- 
SEG: DEOCINIO, ob sesaneesedcus Mary Gordon | art’s lines and characterization all 
Hollywood, April 2. er puskbae ius ss Frank Melton |‘consciously play up the familiar 
i ah Mr. Louderman......... weseces Jed Vrouty | 34 » ¥ fo anrtnr 
Metro-Goldwyn-M ver release of John W | Willie McCorkle. .....sccesse ..Dick Hogan | i1LvemMs in this young actors bag of 
Considine, Jr.. production. Stars Spencer | Lieut.- Grady....... ees hee James Burke | tricks. He contrives to infuse some 
ie lng MB se OF cute’ den by | Parks...... se sseeeees teeeeeee-Charlie Arnt | sincerity and to look better than 
Irmes Kevin McQuinnens; camera. Harala | pomee sorte. «cs eesseesee: Donna Wood | most leading men would probably 
Krosson; editor. Frederick Y. Smith. Pre- Samson hie ROY cee. Henry Rockquemore look in such surroundings. Miss 
viewed in studio projection room, April 1, | Chalmers....... SBC Ce ress c08 William Gould | Goddard flashes an ingenue smile, 
‘41. Running time, 107 MINS, Judge Murray..... eseusaved Aldrich Bowker | roils her eyes and sings at the mi- 
Pathe r Flan eee cae Spencer Tracy ’ —_—_— : |crophone. She is also variously pho- 
wee i  insstereress od ont | Using the name and a brief se-/|tographed registering vexation, de- 
Ted Martley... ceo o i Larry Nunn | @uence of the game from the Tums- | termination and remorse. 
Flip ies seeees.-Darryl Hickman Sponsored NBC radio-giveaway stunt,| Horace Heidt photographs hand- 
Mr. Maitland wepaaes Henry O'Neill | “Pot 0’ Gold’ as a picture must rely | somely and reads his scattered few 
lg ala eke roy | ae for boxoffice appeal upon that fact | lines well. His orchestra lives in the 
a. Token... renee" “anew Minter | SOlely, whatever it is worth, plus the | story as a unit in a boarding house, 
The Judge....... sesesees. Addison Richards | three names, James Stewart, Paulette |and when James Stewart joins the 
Roger Corte Riv cractece Sepak T.loyd Corrigan | Goddard and Horace Heidt’s orches- | dining table they break into a glee 
nal aneaey Weetie. nies * ene oa | tra. To the list of exploitation val- | club number, using knives and 
| cg Maeceta tap a ae Arthur Hoh! | US add the name of the producer, | spoons. In the background, as a 
Superintendent....ccccesceceees Ben Weldon | James Roosevelt. It may be pre- | household serving girl, Miss Goddard 
BE AO <n acess pus cesiest ol Anne Revere | sumed a picture credited to the |accompanies the number with a 
_— President's son will excite some |shimmy. Shimmy is the right word. 
‘Men of Boys Town’ is a sequel] to| curiosity, and in some newspapers | And it serves to place the script. It’s 
the highly successfyl ‘Boys Town’ ofj and in some sections be worth pib- contemporaneous of the shimmy. 
two years ago. Like its predecessor, | licity plusages. After this recital of Land. 





ning a broadcast from a radio studio. | 


Reaching for the Sun 
Hollywood, April 8. 





Paramount release of William A. Welle 
mn production, directed = by Wellman, 
~ rs Joel MeCrea Ellen Drew; features 
} e Bracken, Albert Dekker, Billy Gil- 
bert Screenplay, W L, River based on 
stor v Wess Smitt rie W m 
editor Ihe is tt Pre- 
exander, Glendal., April 7, ‘41. 

e, 90 MINS, 
yi sees , .. Joel MeCrea 
TRIO 0.0 ct0 55650 0g'Cbs 0600504% t brew 
Benny Morgan. cccccescess iddie Bracken 
PRGREBAM .. 4 occcccesescecves Vibert Dekker 
AIMNOS. . co cccccescecccececs i Gilbert 
Jerry... ase eawebseeseeas « George Chandler 
Rita's Mether. ccccovcsds Bodil Ann Rosing 
NOPTH.. .ccccsscccseseceses ..James Burke 
SOMMBON. ccccocccssseseses Charles D. Brown 
POE ee oe erent kily Malyon 

—— § 

This is a drama, with interspersed 
comedy, or marital happiness and 


battles with the wife determined to 
live in the city, and the husband 
yearning -for life in the wide open 
spaces. Picture is roller-coaster in 
technique; it has its peaks and low 
points neutralizing each other. As 
result, its biz will be spotty, de- 
pendent for top key bookings on 
marquee pull of three featured 
names, Joel] McCrea, Ellen Drew and 
Eddie Bracken, and will need strong 
support to hold up on the regular 
runs, 
Producer-Director 
man has been responsible for tops 
and bottoms in film entertainment. 
‘Reaching for the Sun’ an in-be- 
|tweener. It shows flashes of Well- 
man’s spontaneous direction and 
| contains many dull passages that are 


William Well- 


5 


‘overloaded with dialog and several | 


;spots of coarse antics that might 
prove objectionable to family audi- 
| ences. 

| Story is of a backwoods bumpkin 
i'who hits Detroit from the north 
| country to work in an auto plant to 
| secure enough money to buy an out- 
board motor to harvest more clams. 
Picking up Eddie Bracken as a pal, 
| McCrea gets the outboard with a 
down payment, but also a wife in 
Ellen Drew, waitress in Hopstool 
eatery. Girl objects to the outboard 
| and its significance, wants to return 
to the northwoods, but arrival of a 
| baby causes complications. There are 
|hefty marital bickerings and the 
| wife finally walks out. A shop bat- 
tle in which McCrea is seriously in- 
jured provides for reunion and the 
family’s removal to great outdoors. 


After slightly sketching the ro- 
mantic interludes of the couple, 
Wellman takes plenty of footage, 


much of it overlength, to detail their 
marriage problems, and final solu- 
tion. 
|of comedy in varying degree holds 
interest moderately and keeps the 
entire structure from collapsing. 
McCrea is okay as the stolid back- 
woodsman, but is overshadowed by 
|the light antics of Eddie Bracken. 
Miss Drew is satisfactory as the wife, 
while Albert Dekker is a synthetic 
heavy in so far as story is concerned. 
Battle of McCrea and Dekker on the 
Giant factory machines is slightly 
spectacular, but fails to hit the dra- 
matic pitch anticipated. Picture has 
a number of shots made at the Pack- 
ard factory in Detroit to provide 
necessary auto plant backgroind. 
Walt. 


The Devil and Miss Jones 


Hollywood, April 5. 


jing spots. 


| bringing Coburn and Spring Bvying- 
| ton together romantically. Coburn 
|himself becomes a rebel against th 
harsh treatment dished out by 
store executives and winds up in th 
picket line before he cleans up th 
situation. 

Coburn’s performance as the mil 


e 
e 
e 
e 


t? 
in 


lionaire who gradually unbends 
stands out as a fine characterization. 
Miss Arthur excellently grooves as 
the salesgirl, but Cummings’ char- 
acterization is over-sketched in the 
main. Spring Byington, Edmund 
Gwenn and S. Z. Sakall provide 


sporkling performances in support- 
At times, script tends 
passages that tend to 
the otherwise neaily- 
but this is minor 
shortcoming in the overall intent 
of the picture. Sam Wood injects 
deft direction with human byplay to 


Pe 
over-dialog 
slow down 
paced tempo, a 

c 


lift the script considerably. This is 
a package unit preduction by the 
'Frank Rosses (Jean Arthur) and 





scripter Krasna for RKO release 
Walt. 


_——— 


POWER DIVE 


Hollywood, Anril 3 


Paramount release of Willinm I’'ine-Wil- 


‘liam C. Thomas production; associete pros 
ducer, John Rogers, Stars Richivrd Arie 
| Jean Parker. Directed by James PB. le 
Screenplay by Maxwell Shine, Maly d 
Churchill, based on story by Poul F: n 
Camera, John Alton; editor, Robe Crane 
dall; production manager, L. B. Merman; 
Asst. director, Bart Carre Previewed , 
studio projection reom April 2 11 Rune 
ning time 68 MINS. : 
| Brad Farrell......-- axons Richard Arlen 
Carol Blake, ....cceeecceececoes Jean Parker 
Mrs. Coles......s+e-% Kduneseonectonaen Meck 
; Dan McMasters......«6+ sinannceeee rm or 
Doue Perrell,....cccceesceeees:: Don Coste 
Squid Watkins........eeee0- Cliff Faw s 
Rrad Coles, Jr.cecceeseees ee Billy Lee 
Prof. Blake... cccecocssccceess Thomas Ross 
| Johnny Coles.....-++0-- Louis Jean Heydt 


Several deft Wellman touches | 


RKO lease of Frank Ross production 
Stars Jean Arthur: features Robert Cum- 
mings, Charles Coburn, Edmund Gwenn 

pring Byington, &. Z Zakall Directed by 
Sam Wood, Original screenplay by Ne r- 

in Krasna; camera Hiarry tradling; spe- 
ffects, Vernon Walker: editor, 
rman Todd: asst. director, Argylve Nel- 
sor reviewed t Academy, Ingel wood, 
AD S "a3 Ru ng tim 92 MINS, 
Mary Teese eT ee al Jean Arthur 
PO nat ke hueeesd Caaleias R Cummings 
\ier Se er eee ene os le Coburn 
Hooper wert TTT eT eee imund Gwenn 
Elizabeth LePCryebavekecs =p g Byington 
George ee TrT  T e ree aa S. Z. Sakall 
Mirst Detective. ....cec.. Wil in Demarest 
cehcietg go MER POT PP OO Walter Kingsford 
H CERO sis 6 ow es ee es chee Montagu Love | 
~ ver (i.veeee cones bab eaaees -Richard Carle 
- DEON s 616066006604 666% HX Charles Waldron 
ta gi REO ee ee Ndwin Maxwell 

Olice Sergeant...... Edward McNamara | 

ym. Higgins........ Robert Emmett Keane 
~ ists et a Florence Bates 
“gs nd De Oi sinewesazae ‘harles Irwin 
aac sss Thi Terre Matt McHugh 
: MEN © 5.06) 0:0.65,000060060060 J e Warren 
Sally (I wid ee Pe eee llene Brewer 
First P heyy re eee Regis Toomey 

i Pat Moriarty 
In a foreword, audiences are in- 


formed that this is a fanciful and 
imaginative story, put on the record 
mainly for amusement purposes. 
‘The Devil and Miss Jones’ then un- 
winds a light and fluffy tale of the 
richest man in the world who loses 
his stern front through association 


with the employees of one of his en- | 


terprises—a department store. The 


episode lends opportunity for some | 


'farcical situations, a pair of ro- 
mances, and sufficient light enter- 
tainment to shape up as a profitable 
b.o. entry for the spring bookings. 
Jean Arthur is the Miss Jones, a 
decidedly personable salesgirl] who 
takes the elderly shoe clerk under 
her wing to guide him through the 
intpicacies of store routine. Charles 
Coburn is the richest man who steps 
into the store job incognito to fer- 
ret out the leaders of a union or- 
| ganization that has spotlighted him 
| a8 responsible for existing working 
,conditions. Miss Arthur befriends 
| the newcomer, even holding him up 
at a union meeting as the pecunious 
victim of hard-hearted employers, 
| and protects him against the snoop- 
|ers and department manager. Natu- 
}rally, Miss Arthur is in love with 
|the union organizer, Robert Cum- 
|mings, and she also plays Cupid in 





‘Power Dive’ is the first of a series 
of Richard Arlen starrers based on 
aviation to be turned out by the new 
indenendent vwroducing vwartnership 
of William Pine and William C. 
Thomas former press agents, and 
later associate producers. for Para- 
mount. Framed as a moderate bud- 
geter, picture stacks up as good pro- 
gram entertainment, taking full ad- 


vantage of present interest in 
aviation and national preparedness. 
Lacking marquee strength in cast, 


‘Power Dive’ will groove accenvtably 
in the supporting spots of family and 


ac‘‘on houses. en 
Story has advantage in swinging 
along at a consistently fast pace, 
with neat admixture of the flying 
seauences to provide thrills to the 
basic drama. It’s the story of two 


brothers, one a successful test pilot 
and the other an expert engineer and 
designer, both im love with the same 
girl. The engineer wins her in the 
end. Girl’s blind father re- 
sponsible for design of a_ plastic- 
material ship which is constructed 
after usual handicaps and flown suc- 
cessfuliy in its test for the Army 
experts by Arlen. Which makes 
everything fine for all concerned 
Power dive of the plastic designed 
ship in final test provides a sustained 


is 


dramatic climax to finish off the 
yarn. James Hogan’s direction is 
smooth and neatly paced, while 


camera and special process shots are 
topgrade for this type of pictnre. 
Arlen, who incidentallv is at pres- 
ent operating a private fivers’ train- 
ing school outside of Hollywood, 
handles the pilot’s assignment in fine 
fashion. Jean Parker okay the 
girl, with -newcomer Don Castle 
showing promise. Roger Prvor is the 
plane manufacturer, while Cliff 
Edwards supplies elemental comedy 
as a mechanic. Walt. 


SCOTLAND YARD 


Hollywood, April 4. 


1S as 





20th Century-Fox release of M. Wurt- 
zel production, Features Nancy Kelly, Ed- 
mund Gwenn, John Loder. Directed by 
Norman Foster, Screenplay hy Samuel G. 
Engel and John Balderston, based on play 
| by Denison Clift: camera Vireil Miller; 
editor Al De Gaetano Previewed In stue- 
| dio projection room, April 3, ‘41 Ru ng 
time, 68 MINS, 
|} Lady Sandra Tasher....... N Kelly 
| Pmpecter Cork... cecsees Edmund Gwenn 
Sir John Lasher.....cccoer. John Loder 
Dakin Barrolies......c.cec. Henry Wileoxon 
Dr. Crownfield Mi le er 
Sir Clive Heathcote........ ( he \ 
Lad Heathcote \ 
Hende n DAE Cet P 1 Flo n 
Hueh | aes ee Tone I e 
Lady Constance.....ccceccecs li n I »| 
eee dae caedas enaaseenele Lee I 
DRAMOMS «(6:56 o0 aie Kaen eee a eeen Frank Dav ) 
ee eer Pee ..Eugene I en 
PINs scvheasnabancn e's Fy rdf ding 
PE inc caeasadienseaeae Robert de Bruce 
Scott-Bishop. ....ccececes és D Green 
COROT. 54014060 55600000e8eepe ten Aubrey 
SEES TTA OE oc cccvseaces ..- Yorke Sherwood 
cory SERENE. bb nk ces 608860 T@ster Matthews 
Miss Harcourt. .....cTeccecccces Doris Lloyd 
This is a modernized remake of 
| Denison Clift’s play of the same 





name, produced in 1929 and pic- 
turized by Fox a year later. It's a 
mystery drama of dual _ identity, 


neatly set up to unroll smoothly and 
with sufficient suspense and interest 
to make it good entertainment as a 
program supporter in the general 
runs. 

Story utilizes the technique of 
plastic surgery to rebuild the face of 
a man who was injured and dis- 
figured at Dunkirk. But the mould- 
ing is done on the face of a criminal, 
rather than the original person. This 
sets up necessary motivation for the 
former bank robber to step into the 
post of head of a London bank, fall 
in love with Nancy Kelly, wife of the 
caddish and drunken estranged hus- 
band, replaced by the imposter. 
circumvent the attempts of a Ger- 


(Continued on page 18) 
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A NEW DYNAMIC SERIES OF ONE-REEL — 
PRODUCTIONS: FEATURING FAMOUS ms 
ACTION-JOURNALISTS WHOSE am 
NAMES ARE BOXOFFICE! _ << 











NTS IT PRESENTS! 






r ts | 4 a st, F FIRST TWO IN SERIES READY NOW: 


~ ‘BATTLE OF | 
es | QUENTIN REYNOLDS, THE Ary ANTIC " 


nternationally famous as Col- 
The sea struggle to win the war! 


Described by QUENTIN REYNOLDS 





| ier’s war correspondent, author 
' _... of the sensational best-seller 

**The Wounded Don’t Cry” and ” rt | 
| commentator of ‘London Can AR IN 
Take It,’’is the noted and heroic Dp ; " 
action-journalist who dramatizes TH E E ity E RT 


the first two in this specially The death of an empire in Africa! 


significant boxoffice series! Described by QUENTIN REYNOLDS 








WATCH FOR ANNOUNCEMENT OF FUTURE RELEASES AND 





THEIR FAMOUS “ACTION-JOURNALIST” COMMENTATOR: 
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SCOTLAND YARD 








man spy ring to grab the bank’s gold | 
supply—and wind up as an honored 
citizen. 

Script, with its up-to-the-minute 
revisions to take advantage of pres- | 
ent war events, is an exceptionally | 
fine job, compactly handling the dra- | 
matic situations and highlighting the | 
mystery element. Norman Foster 
directed smoothly, and carries the 
tale along at a _ consistent and 
leisurely pace, withal getting the 
utmost out of the drama intended. 

Production background carries the 
flavor of London and England, with | 
a brief air raid alarm inserted for 
topical interest. John Loder carries 
the dual role in good style, with 
Henry Wilcoxon essaying the role of 
the bank robber in the earlier epi- 
sodes before the facial operation. 

Nancy Kelly is okay as the wife; 
Edmund Gwenn is the tenacious 
Scotland Yard inspector who carries | 
on his search for the criminal; while 
Gilbert Emery is the Yard head. 
Balance of cast is adept. Walt. 


SIS HOPKINS 


(MUSICAL) 


Hollywood, April 5. 

Republic release of Robert North pro- 
duction, Stars Judy Canova; features Bob 
Crosby and band, Charles Butterworth, 
Jerry Colonna ,Susan Hayward. Directed 
by Joseph Santley. Screenplay by Jack 
Townley, Milt Gross, Edward Elison: origi- 
nal story by F. McFrew Willis; camera, 
Jack Marta; editor, Ernest Nims: dances, 
Ada Broadbent; production manager, Al 
Wiison; songs, Jules Styne and Frank 

esser. Previewed at Studio City April 4, 
41. Running time, 97 MINS. 







Bis Hopkins.....cccccccesceves Judy Canova 
Jeff Farnsworth. .......-.+ee+6- Bob Crosby 
Horace Hopkins .Charles Butterworth 
ProfesSo?. .cccccccccccesseces Jerry Colonna 
Carol Hopkins... .ccceceseees Susan Hayward 
Clara Hopkins ..-Katharine Alexander 
Ripple....cccccocce condense nat Elvia Allman 
Cynthia. ...ccccees eocccccvecces Carol Adams 
PAVING: ccccscces obneceseeeses Lynn Merrick 
WElG GO VaROs cccecanccccccnece Mary Ainslee 





Republic materially advances the 
starring progress of Judy Canova in 
this, her second film assignment. 
Tailor-made for maximum display of 
her backwoodsian style of delivery, 
and individualized vocal abilities, 
picture purveys sufficient comedy 
and music to make it a profitable 
attraction in the regular runs as bill- 
topper or solo. 

In acquiring the title and story 
rights to ‘Sis Hopkins,’ Rose Mel- 
ville’s one-night stand stage success 
of the early century, Republic 
streamlined and modernized the idea 
into a filmusical comedy. Only a 
semblance of the basic play idea is 
used to project Sis from the farm to 
the big city and a state college, with 
a snooty cousin and aunt retained 
for conflict purposes. 








THE PRIME MINISTER 


(BRITISH-MADE) 






London, March 4. 

Warner Bros. Pictures preduction and 
release, Stars Diana Wynyard, Jobin Giel- 
gud; features Fay Compton, Owen Nares 
Will Fyffe, Lyn Harding Directed by 
| Thorold Dickinson Original screenplay by 
Michael Hogan, Brock Williams: camera 
Basil Emmott, At Warner theatre, Lon- 
don. Running time, 115 MINS. 
Disraeli....ccccccscccccecs ..John Glelgud 
Mary AMMNe.....eccececedes Diana Wynyard 
Fett DOSY... cccececsecscs<s OWOR BAIS 
Queen Victoria....scccces----Fay Compton 
Princess Victoria...cecees- Pamela Standish 
Gladstone.. cecccccocees tOpnen Murray 
| Sir Robert Peel.....ceee-- Nicholas Hannen | 
Lord Melbourne....cce.-- Frederick Leister 
Count D’Orsay.... .Anthony Treland 
Lady Londonilerry..cecees-- Irene Browne 
Lord Staniley.....ccccecses Kynaston Reeves | 
Ear! of Salisbury ..- Leslie Perrins 
Karl of Carnarvon ..e- Joas Ambler | 
PIMA TON occ 0.00.60 0000600042 Ion Harding | 
John Brown.....secvceceses Gordon McLeod | 
AMTBIOF..cccccnccccesss6eseorcers Will Fyffe 
| Lady Blessington.......++e0--- Vera Bogett! 


Pictured here is a wide sweep of 
years embracing the rise to fame of 


one of England’s greatest political 
figures, Benjamin Disraeli. In less 
turbulent times it would not have 


been unlikely that this epic-styled 
Warner offering would have been in 
for considerable discussion among 
those of this land for whom Dis- 
raelism is a legend. Under present , 
conditions, though, and _ influenced 
by the fervid patriotic line taken by 
scripters, picture will content many 
and number few personal critics. 
The mere bystander must, of course, 
judge its quality as plain dramatic | 
entertainment, and these will find in | 
the performance of John Gielgud 
histrionics at least equal to anything 
yet seen on the screen. Its Ameri- 
can and British prospects are bright. | 

‘The Prime Minister’ is aimed to | 
cash in on the present-day Euro- | 





intrigue and broken promises, to | 


met by a strong, powerful leader 
of an aroused nation. 
Brock Williams-Michael Hogan origi- 
nal has gone overboard in achiev- 
ing this effect by way of types and 
treatment. Direction of Thorold 
Dickinson in turn heads everything 
at the central figure, and, while ani- 
mated, guiding has made subservient 
many roles that might have been 
developed to give picture even 
greater strength. It is the artistry 
of Gielgud left to carry the im- 
mense load, and in less capable 
hands the results would have been 
questionable. 

Film depicts Disraeli as the criti- 
cal novelist inspired to politics by 
the warmth and persuasion of Mrs. 
Wyndham Lewis, seeing in him the 
strength which much. be England’s. 
Their marriage and his battle for 
power and recognition, her death 





Picture supplies entertainment 
through the capabilities of Miss 
Canova, with major assistance from 
Bob Crosby with his band, and zany 
antics by Jerry Colonna and Charles 
Butterworth. It injects rurdl com- 
edy and some broad slapstick along 





and his attendant loneliness temper- 
ed by the crowning political victory 
at the Berlin Conference of 78— 
these are the substance on which 
picture travels, 


tends to be flighty and out-of-hand 
in the early sequences, but she tight- 





the way to _— overall audience 
interest in the proceedings. 

Miss Canova capably carries the 
major assignment as the rural lass 
who drifts to the big city and college 
to become the big shot of the campus. 
She’s the unglamorous hayseed who 
is equally at home singing a hillbilly 
song or a passage from ‘Traviata’ and 
handling each assignment in show- 
manship style. As a comedienne, Miss 
Canova also plays it straight or takes 
a whirl in some broadly slapstick 
episodes—and clicks both ways. 

Colonna, as the wacky college pro- 
fessor, has more of a straight role 
than in recent picture assignments. 
Butterworth stands out as the befud- 
dled rich uncle of Canova, while Bob 
Crosby needs more experience to 
overcome his camera shyness. He 
should also stick to directing the 
band. Susan Hayward is good as the 
snobbish cousin. 

Songs are by Jules Styne and 
Frank Loesser. ‘It Ain’t Hay,’ ‘Well, 
Well’ and ‘Look at You, Look at Me.’ 
Latter two are due for pop appeal, 
while ‘Hay’ is a lively tune with a 


atriotic flavor that might catch on. | 


iss Canova also sings a hillbilly 
number in twangy voice, ‘Wait for 
the Wagon’; her own version of 
*Some of These Days,’ and the ex- 
cerpt from ‘Traviata. Bob Crosby 
vocalizes besides directing his band 
aggregation in modern rhythm. 

Picture goes for an expansive pro- 
duction number for the finale, with 
Miss Canova providing comedy in- 
terpretations of Cleopatra and Marie 
Antoinette, and repeat of ‘It Ain't 
Hay’ for patriotic finish. Except for 
a few extraneous sequences that 
might have been sheared, tempo hits 
a good gait throughout. 

Republic spreads itself in an ambi- 
tious fashion in mounting this filmu- 
sical, and it’s due for plenty of book- 
ings in addition to building the popu- 
larity of Miss Canova. Walt. 


Rep.’s Literary Grind 
Hollywood, April 8. 
Writing department at Republic 
studios is so overcrowded that six 
readers have been forced out of 
quarters to do their work at home. 
Republic scribbling staff now 





ens up for effective playing as the 
aging woman. Parliamentarians of 
|the time are portrayed by w.k. legit- 
lers Nicholas Hannen, Kyaston 
|Reeves, Stephen Murray, Owen 
Nares and Frederick Leister. Lat- 
ter’s is a polished treatment of the 
Lord Melbourne who counsels the 
up-and-coming novelist despite their 
opposite political credos. Fay Comp- 
ton handles the Queen Victoria se- 
quences and diehards may find a 
surprising absence of imperialism, 
with the same laxity apparent in 
|many of the characters. Will Fyffe 
has a meager bit as an unemployed 
agitator, but makes it stick. Glynis 
Johns earns some snickers for her 
cute playing in opening footage. 
Mounting is adequate and musical 
score and editing mesh satisfactorily 
with Basil Emmott’s photography. 


Greece On The March 


(GREEK-MADE) 

Parthenon Film release of Rochelle 
rero production. Directed hy 
| Speers. Script by William Karabatas 
j ration, D. Anats; camera, Gaziades; mu- 
| sical direction, Stephen Bartsens. At 
Squire, N. Y., week April 5, ‘41. Running 
time: 45 MINS. 


Ser- 





; hare 





(In Greek; No English Titles) 


Documentary feature consisting of 
travelog and newsreel coverage on 
present-day Greece and its military 


ports to show the American public, 
particularly Greek patriots where 
their war contributions are going. It 
does this, and doubtlessly will at- 
tract attendance where large Greek 
population centers are located. Be- 
cause the narration is in the native 


titles, film naturally is suited only 
for those wo understand the lan- 
guage. 

After briedly tracing Greece's 2,000 
years of art and culture via scenes 
in the Parthenon, Coliseum, the 
Acropolis and typical city and vil- 
lage spots, picture swings into a 
Greek Independence Day (last Aug. 
4) celebration in Athens. This gives 
a cross-section of all Grecian life as 
trade unions, skilled artisans, peas- 
ants, athletes and other groups pass 





numbers 35, an all-time high. 


| Musical 


pean scene of conflicting emotions, | 


show that distrust is no new thing | 
mN'e wee | ture represents three years of ef- 
and that the perfidy of the 70's was | fort, during which the cast learned 


Perhaps the 


| Instead of basing the picture on 


Diana Wynyard, as the inspiration, | 


Reginald | 


setup, ‘Greece on the March’ pur- | 


tongue and there are no English | 


in a gigantic review before Premier ' 


Metaxas in Athens’ modern Coli- 
seum. March of government digni- | 
taries and soldiers to the church to 
be blessed by the archbishop pre- 
paratory to visiting the tomb of the 
/ Unknown Soldier also is shown. 

The most impressive portion of the | 
Independence Day celebration is the 
parade of Greek’s military might. 
While virtually a glorified newsreel, 
because of little Greece’s valiant and 
successful campaign against the 
Italians, it carries more than passing 
interest. 

Film is fairly well photographed. 
background and narration 
were added in U. S., and are satis- | 
factory for this sort of subject. 
Parthenon Film, an Athens outfit, 
plans exhibiting the picture in other 
large cities where Greek audiences 
are available. Wear. 


The Kine of the White 





Elephant 
(THAILAND-MADE) 
American presentation arranged by Allyn 
Butterfield Story and production super- 


vision, Vridi Bonomyong; directed by Sunh 
Vasudhara; sound, Charn Bunnag; camera, 
Prasart Sukhum; special music, Phra Chen 
Duriyang. At Belmont, N. Y., April 4, '41, 
Running time, 66 MINS, 


King Chakra..-ccccsceese Renu Kritayakorn 
Lord Chamberlain of Ayodaya......... 

Suvat Nilsen 

Renoo, his daughter.........- Pairin Nilsen 

Daur Minister of Ayodaya..Luang Srisurang 

King of Honsa........-. Pradab Rabilvongse 
His Envoy, Prince Bureng.......++.++- 

Vaivit V. Pitaks 

Prime Minister of Honga...... Luang Smak 








(In English) 
Said to be the first feature picture | 
ever produced in Thailand (Siam), | 
‘The King of the White Elephant’ | 
is frankly intended as a U. S. good- | 
will-getter. English dialog is used 
throughout by the all-Thai cast and 
the entire effort painstakingly imi- 
tates Hollywood product. But de- 
spite a certain quaintness the pic- 
ture is so badly done that it will 
do negligible business (and that on 
curiosity value alone) and have 
little propaganda effect. 
According to the blurbs, the pic- 





to speak English, location parties 
were sent hundreds of miles into} 
the jungles to work in temperatures | 
of 130 and 140 degrees, with hun-| 


| dreds of elephants and thousands of 
| extras. 


The incredible determina- 
|tion and energy involved is admir- | 
jable, of course, but the finished | 
| product seems merely rather child- 
lish and not a little pathetic. ° 


|authentic Thai traditions, legends or 
|eustoms, producer Pridi Bonomyong 
‘chose to do a kind of jingoistic 
| western, with elephants substituted 
for horses. The story is agonizingly 
| hokey, the dialog is crammed with 
| bombastic propaganda and the act- 
jing is doubtless the most exagger- 
| ated in all screen history. Surpris- 
'ingly enough, the photography (and 
lighting) is good. On the whole. 
it’s a lengthy 66 minutes. Hobe. 


INDUSTRIALIST BLDG. 
NEW 1,000-SEAT HOUSE 
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(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers Variety presents 
a cemplete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 


| panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 


VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 
COPYRIGHT, 1940. BY VARIETY INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
Key to Type Abbreviations: M—Melocrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicate date of VaRieTy’s review and running time. 
one — 


WEEK OF RELEASE—2/14/41 











Across the Sierras (Col) w B. Elliott-L. Walters 
Trial of Mary Dugan (M-G) 2/12 DY 82 R. Young-L. Day 

The Mad Doctor (Par) 3/5 D ow J. Howard-E. Drew 
Play Girl (RKO) 12/18 RD 76 XK. Francis-J. Ellison 
Golden Hoofs (20th) 2/19 D 68 J. Withers-C. Rogers 
Prairie Pioneers (Rep) 2 26 w ~=58 B. Steele-b. Livingston 
Meet the Chump (U) 2/12 C 59 H. Herbert-A. Nagel 

So Ends Our Night (UA) 1/29 D 120 F. March-M: Sullavan 
Great Mr. Nobody (WB) 4/2 C 7 E. Albert-J. Leslie 





WEEK OF RELEASE—2/21/41 





Adam Had Four Sons (Col) 2/19 D 108 W. Baxter-Il. Bergman 
Meet Boston Blackie (Col) 3/5 D 61 C. Morris-R. Hudson 
Hardy’s Private Secretary (M-G) 2/26 C 97 M. Rooney-L. Stone 
Virginia (Par) 1/15 RD 107 M. Carroll-F. MacMurray 
Scattergood Baines (RKO) 2/12 C 69 G. Kibbee-E. Dunn 
Western Union (20th) 2/5 D 93 R. Young-R. Scott 

Nice Girl (U) 2/26 Cc 93 D. Durbin-F. Tone 
Cheers for Miss Bishop (UA 1/15 D 94 Mz, Scott-W. Gargan 
Strawberry Blonde (WB) 2/19 CD 9% OQ. DeHavilland-J. Cagney 





— 


WEEK OF RELEASE—2/28/41 





Blondie Goes Latin (Col) 2/19 Cc 7 P. Singleton-A. Lake 
Missing Ten Days (Col) M R. Harrison-K. Verne 
Outlaws of the Panhandle <9 3/26 w 59 C. Starrett-F. Robinson 
Free and Easy (M-G) 3,19 Cc 56 R. Cummings-R. Hussey 
In Old Colorado (Par) w 67 W. Boyd-R. Hayden 
Citizen Kane (RKO) Dd 0. Welles-J. Cotten 

A Man Betrayed (Rep) 3 12 D 82 J. Wayne-F. Dee 

Great Train Robbery (Rep) 3/5 Ww 62 B. Steele-C. Carleton 
Murder Among Friends (20th) 3/5 M 67 J. Hubbard-M. Weaver 
Dark Streets of Cairo (U) 12/4 M 9% S§. Gurie-R. Byrd 
Shadows on the Stairs (WB) M F. Inescort-H. Angel 





: WEEK OF RELEASE—3/7/41 


Lone Wolf Takes a Chance (Col) 3 12 
Rage in Heaven (M-G) 3/5 
Flying Wild (Mono) 








72 W. William-J. Storey 
R. Montgomery-I. Bergman 
63 L. Gorcey-B. Jordan 


Tobacco Road (20th) 2°26 G. Tierney-C. Grapewin 
Mr. Dynamite (U) 3/12 63 L. Nolan-l. Hervey 
Great Dictator (UA) 10 16/40 127 . Chaplin-J. Oakie 


Ssovseoz 
- 


Cc 
96 «=E. Flynn-B, Marshall 
WEEK OF RELEASE—3/14/41 


The Penalty (M-G) 3/12 

A Girl, a Guy and a Gob (RKO) 
Back in the Saddle (Rep) 3/26 
Sleepers West (20th) 3,19 
Double Date (U) 3/12 

Here Comes Happiness (WB) 


Footsteps in the Dark (WB) 


= 


3/5 











77 +L. Barrymore-E. Arnold 
90 G. Murphy-L. Ball 

G. Autry-S. Burnette 
74 LL. Nolan-M. Hughes 

59 P. Moran-U. Merkel 

57 +E. Norris-M. Coles 


WEEK OF RELEASE—3/21/41 


E. Queen’s Penthouse Mystery (Col) 3/12 M_ 69 
Sign of the Wolf (Mono) D 69 
The Lady Eve (Par) 2/26 
Footlight Fever (RKO) 3/26 

The Outlaw (20th) 

Bury Me Not on the Lone Prairie (U) 
Man Who Lost Himself (U) 3 26 
Topper Returns (UA) 3/12 

The Sea Wolf (WB) 3/26 


3/5 


saveas 
Po 








R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 
G. Bradley-M. Whalen 
90 H. Fonda-B. Stanwyck 
68 A. Mowbray-D. McBride 
W. Huston-J. Russell 
J. Brown-F. Knight 
71 B. Aherne-K. Francis 
95 J. Blondell-R. Young 
98 E. Robinson-I. Lupino 


WEEK OF RELEASE—3/28/41 


wsavtzas 








North from the Lone Star (Col) w B. Elliott-D. Fay 

The Bad Man (M-G) 4/2 Ww 7 W. Beery-L. Barrymore 
Las Vegas Nights (Par) 3/26 Cc Pp. Regan-B. Wheeler 
Melody for Three (RKO) 3/5 D 7 J. Hersholt-F. Wray 
Vivacious Lady (RKO) 5/4/38 CD WG. Rogers-J. Stewart 
Mr. District Attorney (Rep) 4/2 D 6 D. O’Keefe-F. Rice 
Dead Men Tell (20th) 3/26 M 61 S~. Toler-S. Ryan 
Horror Island (U) 4/2 M 61 D. Foran-P. Moran 
Man-Made Monster (U) 3/26 D SY L. Chaney, Jr.-L. Atwill 
Knockout (WB) D W. Morris-O. Bradna 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/4/4i 


Washington Melodrama (M-G) 
The Roundup (Par) 3/19 





F. Morgan-A. Rutherford 
R. Dix-P. Morison 





Canton, O., April 8. 
A new 1,000-seater will be built 
in Canton on the site of the former | 





Dueber-Hampden Watchworks, to be | Mutiny im the Arctic (U) 
by A. M.|} 


known as the Dueber, 
|Dueber, local industrialist. To be 
| completed Sept. 1, it’s to be first new 
| theatre here in several years. City 
already has 10 houses. 

It will be leased for 15 years to the 
| Park Theatre Co. 








Mallers Bros.’ New Link 

Fort Wayne, Ind., April 8. 
The Wayne, newest house here, 
; opened with double feature policy, 
| Operated by Mallers Bros., Peter 
| Mallers, president, it replaces the old 
|Riley and is the only remaining 
| downtown house on Calhoun street. 





Toledo’s First Drive-In 

Toledo, April 8. 

} Construction on the first drive-in 
in northwestern Ohio began re- 
cently on the James Ragan farm 
on U. S. Route 20 at the north- 
west city limits of Maumee, O., to 
be ready for operation by May 1. 
| Irving Gandall, Chicago, president of 
new company. Herbert Ochs, Cleve- 
land, and Col. Harry E. Long, for- 
merly Loew's circuit division man- 
| ager in this district, will be co-man- 
| agers. Double ramps will be pro- 
_ vided for between 600-700 automo- 
biles. 





Dekker-Leavitt’s 750-Seater 
Los Angeles, April 8. 
Samuel K. Dekker and Bernard 
| Leavitt start work May 1 on a new 
| 750-seat house in San Fernando Val- 
ley. Pair operates five theatres in 
Southern California. 





Depkin’s 2d House in Salem, Va. 
Lynchburg, Va., April &. 
Contract let by Harold D. Depkin 
for construction of 800-seater at 
Salem, Va., the town’s second. He 


| also operates the other theatre, the 
Salem. 





| In Old Cheyenne (Rep) 


Repent at Leisure (RKO) K. Taylor-W. Barrie 


58 R. Rogers-G. Hayes 

68 N. Kelly-H. Wilcoxon 
R. Arlen-A. Devine 
W. Lundigan-N. Wynn 


4/3 


4/9 


M 

w 

RD 

w 

Seotland Yard (20th) D 
M 
Cc 


A Shot in the Dark (WB) 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/11/41 
The Great Swindle (Col) 








J. Holt-M. Reynolds 


| Men of Boys Town (M-G) 4/9 D 107 §. Tracy-M. Rooney 

| Break the News (Mono) 1/8 CD 72 M. Chevalier-J. Buchanan 

| Road to Zanzibar (Par) 3/12 D 89 B. Crosby-D. Lamour 
The Devil and Miss Jones (RKO) 4/9 CD 9% J. Arthur-C. Coburn 
Sis Hopkins (Rep) 4/9 MU 97 J. Canova-B. Crosby 
Pals of the Pecos (Rep) w B. Steele-B. Livingston 
Two Gun Sheriff (Ren) w D. Barry-V. Carroll 
That Night in Rio (20th) 3/12 MU WW A. Faye-D. Ameche 
The Lady from Cheyenne (U) 4/2 WD 8 UL. Young-R. Preston 

| Pot o’ Gold (UA) 4/9 C 84 J. Stewart-P. Goddard 
The Great Lie (WB) 4/9 D 102 B. Davis-G. Brent 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/18/41 





| Penny Serenade (Col) 

Ziegfeld Girl (M-G) 

Hoosier Schoolboy (Mono) 6/30/37 
Tumbledown Ranch in Arizona (Mono) 
| Border Vigilantes (Par) 4/2 

| Robbers of the Range (RKO) 

| Rookies on Parade (Rep) 
Ride on Vaquero (20th) 
Flame of New Orleans (U) 
That Uncertain Feeling (UA) 3/19 
Strange Alibi (WB) 


I. Dunne-C. Grant 

J. Garland-J. Stewart 
62 M. Rooney-A. Nagel 

R. Corrigan-J. King 
61 W. Boyd-R. Hayden 

T. Holt-V. Vale 

B. Crosby-M. Wilson 
64 C.Romero-M. Hughes 

M. Dietrich-B. Cabot 
83  =~M. Oberon-M. Douglas 

A. Kennedy-J. Perry 





4/2 


weudedSdune 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/25/41 








Under Age (Col) D N. Gray-A. Baxter 

The Big Boss (Cel) D O. Kruger-G. Dickson 
Phantom Killer (Mono) M B. Lugosi-P. Young 
Roar of the Press (Mono) cD J. Parker-W. Ford 
Power Dive (Par) 4/9 D 68 R. Arlen-J. Parker 
They Met in Argentina (RKO) MU M. O’Hara-G. Raymond 


Lady From Louisiana (Rep) D 
Inspector Hornleigh Goes to It (29th) M 
Model Wife (U) D J. Blondell-D. Powell 
That Hamilton Woman! (UA) 3/26 D 128 Vz. Leigh-L. Olivier 
Wagons Roll at Night (WB) D H. Bogart-S. Sidney 


WEEK OF RELEASE—5/2/41 


They Dare Not Love (Col) D 
People vs. Kildare (M-G) 
The Pioneers (Mono) 
Reaching for the Sun (Par) 
Hurry, Charlie, Hurry (RKO) 
Singing Hills (Rep) 

Great American Broadcast (20th) 
Black Cat (U) 


J. Wayne-O. Munson 
G. Harker-P. Calvert 








M. Scott-G. Brent 

L. Barrymore-L. Ayres 

T. Ritter 

J. McCrea-E. Drew 

L. Errol-M. Coles 

G. Autry-S. Burnette 

A. Faye-J. Payne 

H. Herbert-G. Sondergaard 


WEEK OF RELEASE—5/9/41 


D 
Ww 
4/9 D 9 
Cc 
Ww 


cD 











Her First Beau (Col) cD J. Cooper-J. Withers 
Love Crazy (M-G) © W. Powell-M. Loy 
The Human Ghost (Mono) M K. Kent-J. Kelly 
Tom, Dick and Harry (RKO) D G. Rogers-G. Murphy 
County Fair (Rep) Cc Lulu Belle & Scotty 
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-OAST-TO-COAST SEE M-G-M’s FULL 
PAGE AD IN THE AMERICAN WEEKLY! 
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It's the Show of Shows! Never has so much enter- 
tainment crowded the screen before—a firmament 
of stars, an unbelievable array of beautiful girls, 
sumptuous spectacle that defies description, a 
wealth of magical song hits... romance... 
laughter . . . drama... thrillingly combined to 
bring you the mightiest extravaganza ever known! 


JAMES suoY wEDY LANA 


oe STEWART CARLAND LAWARR TURNER IKE: 













in One Pieturel 


You'll sing. yout 
whistle, you'll 











ar Minnie From 
g Trinidad You 


eae 3 'e 
be) Stepned Out of @ 
commer Dream ... Caribbean 
=» TONY MARTIN - JACKIE COOPER % Love Song... Laugh, 
I Thoughs I'd Splic My 
Sides Mr Cellagher 
end Mr. Shean i'm 
7 Always Chasing Rainbows 
J —end othes 
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IAN HUNTER - CHARLES WINNINGER sien hy 


PHILIP DORN - Edward Everett HORTON SEES 5. 3 a 
iA, eeos 5 

Screen Play by Marguerite Roberts and Senye Levien & wy wy Ke & y A 

Directed by ROBERT Z. LEONARD + Produced by ee 


PANORO 6. BERMAN «+ A Meotre-Goldwyn-Meyer Picture 
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This ad appears Sunday, April 13th in 4 colors in 21 newspapers! 


Just part of M-G-M’s barrage of showmanship in behalf of mighty “ZIEGFELD GIRL” in addition to teaser ads in 118 newspapers, 

full-page ads in all fan magazines, etc. Watch for the full page (above) in the American Weekly in the following newspapers: 

Albany Times Union + Atlanta Journal - Baltimore American + Boston Sunday Advertiser - Buffalo Courier Express + Chicago Herald-American 

Cleveland Plain Dealer - Detroit Times - Los Angeles Examiner - Miami Herald » Milwaukee News-Sentinel - Nashville Tennessean +> New York 

Journal and American - Philadelphia Record - Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph + Portland Oregonian - San Antonio Light - San Francisco Examiner 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer - Syracuse Herald-American +» Washington Times Herald 
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Indie Sees ‘Collective Bargaining 
With Distribs as a Trade Panacea 


—_——_—___—— + 





Minneapolis, April 8 
Bol G. Lebedoff, local independent 
leader, Northwest Allied, of 
which he’s treasurer and executive | 
committee member, to launch a move 


Colbert’s Stager at 20th 


Hollywood, April 8. 
Claudette Colbert out on. 
loan to 20th-Fox for the top role in 


wants 


ypoes 


for Congressional legislation to per- ‘Remember the Day,’ based on a 
; ae ae law ’ hil; tclew y | 
mit independent exhibitors to use Stage play by Philo Higley and 


Philip Dunning. 
Picture is being prepared by Wil- | 
liam Perlberg, associate producer. 


! 
| 
— 


*collective barganing, the same as 
labor unions, in dealing with film 





companies, ‘It’s independent exhib- dacaaaiadtinaD 
itors’ only salvation,’ he insists. 
The ‘collective bargaining,’ as pro- 


Pimp armed gp anette BRANDT EXPANDING 
»xsed by Lebedoff, would apply not 
aoe to the buying of films, but also | INTO UPSTATE N. Y. 


to clearance, trade practices gener- | 

ly in t ing of various zo - on 
ally and in the handling ie va : Expanding in more distant 
grievances. Now, he points out, if tory, Harry Brandt has taken over 
the independent exhibitors act col- ‘the Rialto, Poughkeepsie, N. Y., and 


+ “4 
terri- 


Jectively they may be guilty of con- is near to closing another deal for 
i ss i » + sali ar Ye + . 

: : : i,. the Juliet, located near Vassar col- 

) » in restraint of trade under ° a . i 

eet lege in that upstate city. This 


nti-trust law provisions. So, he says, * 
Congressional pote is necessary to | increases Brandt Bros. circuit to over | 
pave the way for united action on, 90 houses, vest majority of | 
exhibitors’ part in trade disputes and , @t€ located in the Greater New Yor 

; ice | area. 

to obtain a fair deal on film prices. | ; ; ; ; 
Lebedoff contends that, in practice. | The Rialto in Poughkeepsie, an in- 
Pepin 20 distributors ‘heraaie togeth- | dependent operation, was taken over 
or and ase in accord te trade prac- {on lease from Louis Simon, while 
ie : h iet ‘i ing n off the 

tices. Independent exhibitors, acting ' the Juliet ba being taken oft bees 
individually, get nowhere and gradu- hands of Netco, upstate subsidiary of 
eh . } wes 
ally are getting trampled under the te gratape ve —— saat ag 

distributors’ heels, he declares. They | built only about three years ago. 
must be able to unite if they're not | 


to be crushed completely and forced T . ‘ B dl ; 
out of business, according to Lebe- 2UA Sales Reps adly 
Injured in Car Crash 





éoff. 
‘We're at the mercy of the united 


Syracuse, Apri! 8. | 
distributors now, the same as labor } nll 
' : vai : ry sy | Two sales”- representatives of 
was at industry’s mercy until it or- Staited Artists Core. were 
at : Ini Artis . 
ganized and could deal collectively nitec an I 


seriously here Wednesday (2) when 


with the employers,’ he asserts. , : : pea 
| the sedan in which they were riding 


"Because we can’t bargain collective- 





ly they're breaking us.’ toward Sy racuse swerved to avoid 
. ; several children, the driver losing 
control of the car, which crashed 

GRANT’S BEDTIME STORY | 2gainst a large tree. Sidney Leh- 
man, 39, of Buffalo, owner of the 


Hollywood, April 8. 
Cary Grant has been signed by 
Columbia to star in ‘Bedtime Story.’ 
It will be his next assignment. Alex 
Hall will direct and B. P. Schulberg 
produces. 


sedan and believed by state troopers 
to have been driving it, and Joseph 
Hartman, 41, of Hotel Syracuse, were 
lifted from the crumpled wreckage 
and taken in an ambulance to St 
Joseph's Hospital. 


New deal will slow up Grant’s Lehman is suffering from a pos- 
appearance at Warner Bros. for: sible fracture of the skull, back in- 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner.’ He| juries and -lacerations to the head 
aiso has a commitment to RKO for, and face. Hartman has chest and 


“Before the Fact’ before going to WB.’ lung injuries and facial lacerations. 








| New York Theatres | 


PARAMOUNT .:::: 
SQUARE 


“ROAD TO 
ZANZIBAR” 


Starts Thur.. Apr. 10 
Charlie 
CHAPLIN 
| “THE GREAT 
LAMARR ” 
“COME LIVE DICTATOR 
WITH ME” 7 
JOE E. LEWIS 
PEGCY FEARS 
Others 


In Person 
Benny 
von GOODMAN 


BING CROS 
: td & HIS NEW ORCH 


BOB HOPE NEW 
GIL LAMB 


Last Times Wed. 


James STEWART 
Hedy 


Pe Dorothy LAMOUR 


AP unt Piet 
Midnite Shows 
ewe eeereeerererkeew eee ee 


BIG £TAGE 
SHOW 


Screen 








Staris Thursday 
The Sequel to 
“Boy's Town’ 


RADIO 
ciry 


MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“THAT HAMILTON 
WOMAN” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


Siet Street 
Mickey 
ROONEY 


Broadéwar 
Spencer 
CRACY e 


“Men of Boys’ Town” 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 








B WAY & 
47th St. 








% The FRANK CAPRA Prod. 


Starring GARY COOPER 
BARBARA STANWYCK 
in “MEET JOHN DOE’ 
RIVOLI THEATRE 








Alice Don Carmen 


FAYE-AMECHE-MIRANDA 


“THAT NIGHT 
IN RIO" 
ries “SCOTLAND YARD’ 


Nancy Kelly-Edmund Gwenn-John Leder 


B' was 
and 4%(h St, 














OPENS FRIDAY, APRIL 11 
BETTE DAVIS in 
‘THE GREAT LIE” 
A New Warner Bros, Hit with 
George BRENT @ Mary ASTOR 


In Person— 


the miracle music ef RCA Fantaseu . ' 
\ "4 | JIMMY DORSEY 4,,.$5'"%' 
xi _ BROADWAY tia: 33503 and His tne yo Dosa’ nehoee 


* S i i R A N D BROADWAY 


mpinineanenanenamni AND 47th STREE'1 


Toe 














A Thrilling Saga of America’s | 
Flying Youth 


“IT WANTED WINGS” 


A Paramount Picture 


THE BORING BEGINS 


Hollywood, April 8. 
‘Enemy Within,’ a fifth-columnist 


ASTO THEATRE | yarn, goes before the lenses tomor- 
: _ Broadway at 45th 8t. row ‘(Wed.) at Metro. 
ER ape oP ge oar ty | Richard Rosson directs and J. 








i Walter Ruben produces, 





filed w 


} 
injured | 


Creamy Coin 


Hollywood, April &. 

Two-ree! commercial short in 
Technicolor, currently under 
production by Elizabeth Arden 
‘cosmetics) on the Fine Arts lot, 
is costing almost as much as 
some of the B pictures produced 
at major studios, 

Will Jasc1, director, is draw- 
ing $4.000, which is tops in the 
two-reeler 


TMAT STRIKE CALL VS. 
5 DETROIT THEATRE 


Detroit, April 8. 

Notice of intent to strike has been 
ith the Michigan State Medie- 
tion Board by the Theatre Man- 
agers and Agents union against the 
Midwest chain and the Paimer Park 
theatre, all operated by 
Schreiber. Union, which is follow- 
ing the required five-day notice of a 
strike in Michigan, set up the claim 
that all managers and assistants in 
the houses are members but that the 
management has refused 
a contract, 





class. 











In addition to the Palmer Park, 
affected by the strike are the Co- 
lonial, Majestic, Forest and Garden. 

















. s 
Airlines 
itniiianed from page 2———— 


porters and cameramen Detroit 
bound for the action of the strikers 
there. Tobey Reed, Fitch Band 
Wagon master-of-ceremonies, burst 








out of the sky from Chicago and Mrs. | 


Victor McLaglen stepped aboard the 
American's Mercury bound for her 
L.A. home end husband. 
Bernie Loafing in Miami 

On Wednesday, Ben Bernie flew 
to Miami to loaf until tomorrow 
(10) when he will airline back. 
Bernie amused local passenger agents 
no end when he worked two extra 
pounds of baggage into the sailing 
fee. Mary Martin Eastern Airlined, 
into the airport on the Sound, one 
plane after Mrs. F.D.R. Mrs. 
Nelson Rockefeller. 
one 


} 
ana 


of the ‘achievement guests’ at 


the annual stunt party of the Wo- | 


men’s National Press 


ington’s 


~lub, at Wash- 


to be on hand Monday (7) for the 
first shots of Bing Crosby's ‘Birth of 
the Blues.’ 


Lawrence Tibbett came in Thurs- 
day (3) morning from Boston and 
was scheduled to TWA out again 


| Philadelphiz-bound where he was 


concerting Friday (4) night. After 
astounding waitresses in the airport’s 
Coffee Shop by plopping down at the | 
cafeteria counter for his breakfast, 
Tibbeit decided he didn’t feel well 
nd went ¢ a ort-sleeping tour in 
Manhattan apartment. He en- 
rained Ixter for Quakertown and 
returned, plane fashion, Sunday (6) 
tht to N. Y. to map out the balance 
of plans for is concert-touring 
ie until May 28. 
Man Bites Dog 
An unusual turn of events took 


place these last seven days when the 


+ 


elebrities carreening through air- 
port gzetes took time out to interview 
‘ ane! I Object of their at- 
ention and affections was John 
Hemme veteran Daily News lens 
explolter, stationed at the port, who 
uM the recipient of scores of con- 
gratuia ) from practi ally every- 
one r ¢ of, on his win- 
ning tne H vey D I] Memorial 
Trophy for } ‘spot new shot of 
the Kir George V, British battle- 
W O} ) the annual competition. of 
the Pre Photogs Ass’n of N. Y. 
Bandleader Jay Coe and his Coe- 
Pilots will return to the cirport’s 
Kitty Hawk cocktail lounge and bar, 


Saturday (12) to share dancing time 
between the bar and the port’s Avia- 
tion Terrace restaurant. Will Hol- 
lander. now at the controls of the 
airport’s musical flighis, will return 
, to the Manhattan Room in the Hotel 
New Yorker, on the same date. 


where one day previous (11) Bobby | 


Byrne and his musicians will take 
over the hotel's Terrace Room. Coe 
left the North Beach nitery with the 
| warm weather, bound for the Black- 
stone Hotel in Chicago. 


| Reason Enough 
| When an Eastern Airline’s steward 
| informed a passenger recently that 
|his plane was over Georgia, cus- 
tomer thumbed his nose out window. 
| He explained his action by stating 
j he was Robert Elliott Burns, author 
of ‘I Am a Fugitive From a Georgia 
|Chain Gang.’ Georgia is still trying 
to put him back in chain gang. 


Raymond ! 


to discuss | 


Miss Martin was | 


lotel Willard, and left N. Y. | 
again on Thursday (3) for the Coast | 


AFL Sec.-Treas. Geo. Meany Says 
H’wood Labor Drive Will Continue 








Hollywood, April 8. 
| Drive for complete organization 
of all labor in the motion picture 
industry is to be continued without 
letup by the American Federation | 
je Labor. So said George Meany, 


; Costume Makers. The group was or. 
ganized by Aubrey Blair, American 
Federation of Labor international 
representative, and given a federa 
charter. Members, however, de- 
cided they could get a better deal 
with the Producers if they were af- 
filiated with IATSE., 

Members of the Screen Office Em- 
ployes Guild also are fighting labor 
legislation, having gone on record 
as being opposed to bills that would 


secretary-treasurer of the AFL, on 
‘arrival here for parleys with Meyer 
Lewis, Coast AFL head. 

Meany said that campaign would 
ibe initiated after he assembles a 
!full report on various groupings and 


conditions in the film biz. | outlaw the closed shop ,etc. George 
Agents Parley Scribes | Macon is chairman of a labor re- 
| Bert Allenberg has been re-elected | search committee named by the 
president of Artists’ Managers write collarites. : 

Guild, and will head a committee; The American Society of Cinema- 


tographers meets April 4 to elect of- 
ficers. Five new board members 
also will be selected. 


| from his organization which meets 
(with the Screen Writers Guild | 
Thursday (10) tu discuss a franchise | 


agreement for agents handling | Incept Deal with Inkers 
screen writers. John McCormick is| The Screen Cartoonists Guild, 
the new vice-prexy of the AMG, which recently inked a contract with 


Ralph Blum is secretary, and Harry 
Friedman treasurer, 

Recommendations calling for abo- 
lition of the Producer-Screen Ac- 
tors Guild Standing Committee have 
been submitted to Producers Asso- 
| ciation and the SAG. While no of- 
ficial decision has been announced, 
company executives are known to 
approve the proposal, with the SAG 
wavering. The cost of maintaining 
the committee last year was approxi- 
mately $85,000. Of this amount $36,- 
000 went for salaries, offices, etc., 
with the remainder being paid in 
fees to attorneys, who appeared be- 
fore the Committee. 

In addition to handling arbitra- 
tion cases between the Producers and 
actors, the Committee has been mak- 
ing an extensive investigation of the 
extra situation. The committee re- 
cently recommended that all casual 


Metro, has opened negotiations with 
the George Pal Productions, Leo 
Schlesinger and Screen Gems, Inc. 
Homer Mitchel: is repfesenting 
George Pal, with attorney George EF. 
Bodle and Lyle Shrader, interna- 
tional representative for the Brother- 
hood of Painters, appearing for the 
Cartoonists. 

The International Souffd Tech- 
nicians Local 695 of the IATSE has 
voted an increase in dues and a spe- 
cial flat assessment per member. 
The funds will be used to pay off 
current indebtedness and create a 
war chest for future operations. The 
biggest item to be taken care of is 
$14,600 to be paid Harold V. Smith, 
| 695 business representative, as a sal- 
ary compromise. 

Harry Mayo has been elected 
chairman of the Extras Advisory 
Council, which the extras organized 


| extra players be eliminated from the | unofficially to replace the Screen 
industry to provide more work for' Actors Guild Council which the 
| the regulars. | board of directors abolished. The 


| NLRB Intimation 

The National Labor’ Relations | 
Board has intimated that it will not 
prosecute job discrimination charges 


Council has announced that its main 
objective will be to seek improve- 
ments for old time extra players. 


| 
filed against Central Casting Corp. P 
and the SAG by Mel Forrester, a | Drop Suit Vs. Skouras 
former director now doing extra | , . , zo 
| work. Forrester claims he has not | Suit by the River Theatre Corp. 


. . ° sai 4 - " - . 
been given any work since he testi- | #%4inst Skouras Theatres Corp. and 


A - ¢ + ¢ 2 a Pee wai 
fied in the Atherton detective agency | &!! the major film sgt, ay eee 
probe of alleged job-buying at Cen- discontinued in the N.Y. federal 


court without costs, Thursday (3). 

Action claimed River's theatre, the 
| Central, located at Pearl River, 
Rockland County, N. Y., was being 
atrical Stage Employes has placed in the position of a junk 
over a new group of 460 film work- | house by monopolistic activities on 
ers employed by the Motion Picture! the part of the defendants 


nside Stuff—Pictures 


tral. He claims that the SAG prom- | 
ised to protect him in the event he | 
testified. 

The International Ailiance of The- 
taken 


Amidst the doping on who will play George Gershwin in Warner Bros.’ 
proposed filmusical based on the composer's life and career, Eddy Duchin’s 
intimates recall his secret hope to possibly enact that role. The maestro 


for the past three years 
tutoring at 


during all his New York engagements, has been 
Academy, always telling friends that some day 
‘they’re gonna make a picture Gershwin and don’t tell they'll 
get Tyrone Don Ameche for that also. Gershwin was a fine 
pianist, and the role must inevitably call for that, Oscar Levant and I 
both were pretty well-known as interpreters of George’s works, especially 
Osear. But then, I don’t think he’s prettier than I, so just in case they 
want a guy who can play a Steinway and also act, maybe they’ll think of 


the American 


al about me 
Powe, or 


me.’ P.S.—the Burbank dope is that John Garfield may do Gershwin, 
although it’s all quite indef. 

Kathryn Grayson, Metro’s new songbird discovery who caught atten- 
tion in her film debut with Mickey Rooney in ‘Andy Hardv's Private 
Secretary,’ had the advantage of expert sound e1 g neering for presenta- 
tion of her song numbe1 in the picture. In order to retain the qualities 
of the girl’s fina) number, studio sound and labo atory executives had the 
seclion—running about 250 feet—processed on fine grain positive film for 
all release prints. In this way, sound qualities of both the voice and 
musical accompaniment secured in the original recording, were passeé 
right through to the theatre projection machines. Although Metro has 
used fine grain recording stock through various sound processes, this is 
the first instance where such film has been inserted in release prints by 


that studio, 

A published report that Bing Crosby would make a picture dealing 
with jukeboxes, or more specifically a film called ‘The Jukebox Murder,’ 
caused excitement among coin-machine operators who protested this would 
place a very unwelcome onus on their industry; especially since Crosby 
is a top seller on the jukers, 

Everett Crosby, brother and manager of Bing, in a statement denies 
such plans, as does Russelij Holman, Paramount's eastern production head. 


Gov. W. Lee O’Daniei of Texas has requested and will receive a 16 mm. 
print of ‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington’ which he can run off at his own 
| leisure and as many times as he pleases in the comfort of his mansion in 
| Austin. 

The governor's request followed when it was pointed out to him that the 


| background for the picture closely resembled the situation in Texas when 
he first went into office. 


Uncle Sam is cooperating with Warners in three. pictures by furnishing 
ae most expensive props in film history Program calls for a $35,000,000 
| aircraft carrier and 133 naval planes in ‘Dive Bomber’ at San Diego: 
| 17,500. cavalrymen and 250 army planes in ‘Here Comes the Cavalry’ st 
| Fort Bliss, Tex.. and 300 more aircraft in ‘Flight Patrol’ at Alhambra, Ce! 


‘ 
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Arlene Francis’ Crowded Days 


In Broadway Play While Continuing on Sundry Air 
Shows and with Paramount Newsreel | 


+ 
oy 





Arlene Francis, who started re- 
hearsing last week in the Theatre 
Guild’s forthcoming production, ‘The 
Last Round,’ is also continuing her 
various radio activities, which in- 
clude two live serials (one with a re- 
peat), a six-weekly morning series, 
a recorded serial alternate weekly 
half-hour programs and a recorded 
spot announcement series. In addi- | 
tion she does the sound-track com- | 
mentary on Paramount fashion news- 
reels. 

Rehearsals for “The Last Round’ 
are held from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, 
with the manasement giving Miss 
Francis time off for her radio assign- 
ments. The latter include Macy’s 
‘9:40 Shopper’s Club,’ five-minute 
series Monday through Saturday on 
WOR, New York. She also does the 
‘Portia Blake’ serial five days a week ‘Barrel of Fun’ (sponsored locally 
at 12:15 and 4 p.m., the ‘Amanda of | by Acme Brewing) and produced in 
Honeymoon Hill’ serial at 3:15 p.m.,| Hollywood by Brisacher-Davis ad- | 
and ‘Mr. District Attorney’ at 9:30 | vertising agency, costs $4,000 a show 
p.m., and a repeat at 12:30 a.m. on| to record. The 26 half-hour programs 
alternate Wednesdays. Rehearsals | in the series contracted for will mean 
for the ‘Portia’ and ‘Amanda’ shows! a talent expenditure of $104,000. It 
don’t require much time, but the!js believed to be one of the most 
‘District Attorney’ rehearsals run! costly entertainments ever put on| 
from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. the day of the | transcriptions. 
broadcast. Inasmuch as brewerles can’t spon- | 

The recorded serial, ‘Betty and) Sor a live show over a major net-| 
Bob,’ is waxed from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. | work, Britacher had no difficulty in 
one night a week, and the spot an-| selling ‘Barrel of Fun,’ which offers 
nouncements for ‘Lydia Pinkham’ | sponsors a big-time show on major 
are recorded every few weeks in a| network outlets. Agency is already | 
single late-night session. Besides the | !n the clear on its investment. 


Adding Insult 


Hollywood, April 8. 

NBC artists service sneaked 
past Columbia’s guard last week | 
and set Eric Sevareid, latter's | 
war commentator, in the War- | 
ners picture, ‘Underground.’ 

Now the question is, whose 
mike will be used in the film. 





‘Barrel of Fun’ One Of 
Most Costly Air Shows | 
Ever on Transcriptions 





San Francisco, April 8. 


above regular assignments, Miss | ‘Barrel of Fun’ is built entirely for 
Francis appears on various other} brewers. Charlie Ruggles and Benny 
programs at occasional times andj Rubin are used with a large support- | 
likewise has made several recent| ing cast of players, musicians and | 


singers. Donald G. Wilson is pro- 
ducing the series. | 


audition programs for submission to 
sponsors. Among her other recent 


WAYS CLARIFIED 


‘Private Business to Continue 
Operation of International | 
Radio — See Straightfor-| 
ward Advertising Better) 
Method Than Government 


Propaganda 


NEW PLAN DUE 


A preliminary meeting has already 
been held in Washington between 
Government personages and repre- 
sentatives of the 12 United States 
shortwave broadcasting units. The 
purpose of the meeting was to 
quicken the tempo of shortwave op- 
erations, coordinate the efforts, place 


; the technical phases on a scientific 


basis and take steps to establish a 
method of consultative exchange 


within the framework of radio busi- | 


ness competition. Apparently Gov- 
ernment and Industry are to recog- 
nize as basic this ideal: 


That the United States short- 
wave system shall be democratic 
in character, voluntarily coopera- 
tive between the Government and 
Industry, based on private enter- 
prise and the whole system delib- 
erately designed to contrast in 
methods and purposes to Axis 
propaganda. 

As the result of the Wes 
get-together a blueprint of action is 
reported now being worked out un- 

der which it is likely: 

(a) That the right to identify them- 
| selves will be retained by all of the 

(Continued on page 3%) 





activities was to act as mistress of | 
ceremonies for a show given at a con- 
vention of Pepsi-Cola salesmen in 
New York. As ‘The Last Round’ will 
Open on Broadway without a tryout 
tour, Miss. Francis will not have to be 
written out of any of her radio shows 
for that reason. 





Ray Collins, another top dramatic 
actor in radio, is currently playing a 
leading part in Orson Welles’ pro- 
duction of ‘Native Son,’ at the St. 
James, N. Y. He has about as many | 
regular radio assignments as Miss | 
Francis. | 


point where the radio industry 


what to do about it. 
light 


MUTUAL PACE 


with all vanity 


: ef 
the industry may well ask itself 


tached scrutiny, 


sive strategy has been (a) sma 


| cessful; and whether future defensive strategy 
| P ’ ‘ 
39 ] AHEAD | is likely to be (a) smarter and (b) mor 1 
4 0 : 


Because the first 20 years were obvi- 


cessful. 
ously the easiest. 


_—-_-_—. 


OF 1940 


Against what may 
ganize to defend itself? 


Events have progressed in Washington to a 


its future and concerned with the question of 
At the moment the spot- 
should be, and presumably is, upon tac- 
tics. Under the pitiless self-analysis of a de- 


broadcasting 


TACTICS AND CHARM 


perversions—a 
yared to what 


is alarmed for 


But, 
squeezed out, 
defen- offense. This 


needs. 


if past 


rt or (b) suc- 


(Db) more suc- 


reorganize the 


ee casters and ti 
fairly Of Father Coughli 
Not tl 1¢€ public or the radio on the 


hington | 


and is guilty of only occasional public interest | 


ing the BBC, r 


tactically, the emphasis of the future 
must presumably be 
telligent, cons 


| 
And to get it some blunt truths may 


need to be bluntly stated, 
be unceremon! 


Some time ago 


“UNLIKE AXIS-RADIO IDEAL 


‘YANK SHORTWAVE 


| Intensifying Rivalry in Soap Field 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet’s Highly Specialized Radio 
Supervision Department Is Symptomatic 


7% 
. - 


| Now, Girls | 


a 
Hollywood, April 8. 

Hedda Hopper, signing off her 

own Sunkist broadcast at KNX, 

sauntered down the hall to stu- 








Like the members, 
| Procter & Gamble and Lever Bros., 
of the big three in soap aiid, 
turing, 


other two 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet has 
established an elaborate radio de- 
|partment in its home offices. Ag- 


dio C, where her friend, Paulette | gressiveness shown by Lever in ex- 
| Goddard, was rehearsing for  |ploiting in its new Swan brand has 
| TLouella Parsons’ ‘Hollywood | caused its competitors to do some re- 


Premiere’. Those who know 
how chilly it gets when Hedda 
and Louella pass each other, held 
their breath. But nothing hap-_ | put through by James Adams, C-P-P 
pened. | executive v.p., in his advertising de- 
When producer Charlie Vanda | partment. Adams some years ago 
informed her, ‘Louella won't say headed the C-P-P account in the 
another word until you leave,’ Benton & Bowles agency. 
she stalked off without even a Because of the intense competition 
glance in the direction of Life- in the soap field, Colgate-Palmolive 
buoy’s ‘first lady’. | has found it necessary to maintain a 
separate rad’o organization which 
would be aole not only to maintain 
supervision over the programs of the 
account’s various agencies but to 
keep in close touch with time and 
talent developments in both net- 


Fall Radio Show; No | tsten aeveiopments “in ‘voth + 
work ar cal stz “oadca: . 
Dice on Fibber McGee’ | This F sir sae Paty seni 


| of good network spots that are about 
—_—_— to become available and maintain a 
policy of open sesame to independ- 
ent program producers. Hugh Me- 
< e pa | Kay is in charge of the department, 
the fall. The while his time buyer is Ralph Rob- 
Young & Rubicam, agency on the; ertson. 
| brand, has failed to deliver is ‘Fibber 
McGee & Molly.’ Chester LaRoche, 


| vamping of their advertising setups 
}and this situation has been no 


l small 
factor in organizational structure 








Swan Soap Still Has No 





Swan Soap, a Lever Bros. product, 
is still without a network show for 


latest quarry that 


The intent is in no way to freeze 
'out the agencies but rather to put 
Y¥. & R. prez, went out to the Coast| the account in a position of not 
to see whether the comedy team missing out on any good bets in 
could be weaned eway from John-| either time or shows. The home of- 
son’s Floor Wax and he came away | fice radio department will serve as 
without a deal. | field marshal and information col- 

Swan had previously been inter- | lector, while the agencies will go on 
| ested in lining up Jack Benny. carrying out all the details. 


LADY ESTHER’S 
| Ca 
DUBIOUS 





n infinitesimal percentage com- 
autocratic radio systems, includ- 
egularly do to public interest. 


Lady Esther may retire from radio 
after a consecutive 10 years run. 
Account has already broken off with 
| Guy Lombardo, effective May 5, and 
there were no indications up to yes- 
some cornv methods | terday (Tuesday) whether it was go- 
iously deposited in the ashcan. | 228 to replace Lombardo with an- 
- other program. Reports around the 
trade had it that other bands were 
being auditioned but this was not 
confirmed by the Lady Esther 
agency, Pedlar & Ryan. 
over The cosmetic started its career in 
soucht to put | radio in 1931 with a single half hour 
broad asters on NBC and in time this 


need of in 


e 7 
defense-by- 


upon this 


OUS, permanent 


radio has not had. ‘This radio 


the radio industry united to 
National Association of Broad- 
» thereby win a victory 
n and others who 


spot. later th e chedule 


y : | . ; was increased to as many as fou 
pub lic interest. Not the (,overnment, as such, united to fioht its traditional foe AS “AP. was I creased to a Y ar y as four 
Mutual Network this March had - aii sili Jes half hours a week. Wayne King, 
al NG@twor is Mart nad a but only an arm of the Govern! nent that starts These are omene of radio’s« ahilitv when nr , : 5 e } “4 
gross turnover of $513,774 in time re R : or aga inese art ymmens fr radios abiiity nen prop-| who took stock as par yf re- 
billings, which was 31 5% better or three tens ill egal jos ing. a id - € ] aro d Te \va mst 1 PSP COI trie muneration, rema ned on the come 
than it had been for the correspond- | may iain organize to defend seir ag { es be ed the « ( ¢ | Par pa fo ears 
ing month last year. At that time| the vagaries of cranks and crusaders, against petween clear « P nals 4 a + anor ees rdo t 
it grossed $390,813. cee . vad nbs iy MON ' over two years ago last O 
: tt a f thi the mali cious miscn ief Ol radi ele ates and networks So an x] d he 4 ine iit NBC used Lad fr “a 
n th r , ye : il] y fal accertions of . a etre 
Mutual te al wb wing al ” A tie io ments, against bullyir 1g at id false assertions of = feg jn belit ‘ ane es of the prob-|a tar et 
Mutual is ahea y 39.7. Accumula- ; ee 14 RES oe nat 2 BPs A+ ngs 
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—_— against unscrupulous legislators and frivolous ee Be ata ‘psa cee firm refused to let the bandman ex- 
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WABC from WOR, New York American broadcasting would 


gent, conscious, permane 


Pat Barnes takes over this week- 
end as the Manhattan m.c., oppos- 
ing Nea] O'Malley, as the Brooklyn 
m.c. on the Noxzema-sponsored ‘Bat- | 
tle of the Boroughs.’ Teams compete 
in this New York replica of an inter- 

; y } y h 
city audience participation, which stupidly ight change were ¢: 
has counterparts all over the U.S.A.| able or even desirable. But a 
sbniee has been on WOR, but is} admit flaws and errors should 
shifting locally to the Columbia sta- | jagitimate -atification th 
tion, WABC. ‘legitimate gratification that, 


that American radio is, like the 
itself, one helluva success. 


the spirit of our times to be crit 





competitive, privately 


free, criticism-tz 


oe yporte 
Grand Duchess Charlotte of Lux- 
embourg luncheoned and_ toured . 

through Radio City by Niles Tram- | t€€IN§ ‘Amé radio 
mel yesterday (Tuesday). marked by many virtues, on 


rican 


ent offensive campaign 
to better get across to people and to politicians 


It is in line 


somehow, 
by design and perhaps partly by accident, 


ikiug and opposition-guaran- 


industt 
ai2% 1409 


camer 
Has bi Oa 


be an intelli- 


Has 


United States 
with 
ical and not to Has the 

ange is inevit the great m 
te the great 
Has an 


-yy° 
Willingness 


not silence a 
partly 


in personality and no faith in principle? 
short-sighted short 
been the only 


charlatans of the 
industry with a 
kept its story hidden out of lack of public 
the relations imagination; out of 


done or any thanks to be extended 
for loyal listening such expressions 
should come direct from those pay- 
ing the bill. 

Alfred Busiel, part-owner and ad- 
vertising head of Lady Esther has 
| been in Hawaii, and it was under- 
ae , Stood that on his return to the 
insiders U. S. he would listen to an audi- 
industry ? tion of Freddy Martin’s band with 
splendid record | Herbert Marshall doubling from m.e. 
to a weekly dramatic monolog. 
There was a report yesterday (Tues- 
day) that Lombardo had been dick- 


lcasting as an industry had faith 


-term expediency 
tactic of the past? 

‘inside track’ been 
some of the 


: defe nsive 
Washington 


irage and 


‘ 
; 


small-minded 


d, censorship confidence in small-minded politicians? jering with Chesterfield for Fred 
7 a | Waring’s daily spot on the NBC-red 
: as : ; but this was not confirmed by New- 
as beer In short, tacticians may well ask, has there | ey)-emmett, agency on the cig ac 
Tal nh ¢< br | | Wa h neton ’ 
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Case Up Before New Orleans NLRB 


AFRA Collects $14,000 Back Fees for Off-the-Line. 


Programs—Dickers in Portland and Dallas 


7% 





Saul Jaffe, law partner-brother of 
Henry Jaffe, will handle the AFRA 
case against station WIOD, Miami, at 
the National Labor Relations Board 
hearing tomorrow (Thursday) in 
New Orleans. The union charges the 
station management with unfair 
labor practice and seeks reinstate- 
ment of two announcers, Bill Pennell 
and John Stinson, allegedly fired for 
union activity. It not only is seek- 
ing the payment of wages for the 
entire time since their discharge, but 
seeks reimbursement for commercial 
fees they are said to have lost in the 
interim. 

Collection of more than $14,000 in 
claims for actor fees was made last 
week by AFRA from the sponsors 
of the ‘Mr. Keen,’ ‘Easy Aces’ and 
‘Manhattan at Midnight’ programs. 
Charges were for off-the-line recerd- 
ings and represent adjustment of 
fees already paid. Payment winds 
up a number of such cases, as the 
sponsors of ‘Gang Busters,’ ‘Grand 
Central Station’ and other programs 
had already settled similar claims. 

AFRA Portlane (Ore.) local, rep- 
resented by State Senator Harry M. 
Kenin, is negotiating a staff contract 
with KGW-KEX, and expects to 
have the deal signed within a few 
days. The Dallas local is negotiat- 
ing for a contract with KRLD, with 
Andrew Patton, former Dallas dis- 
trict attorney, representing the 
union, 


Anderson Promotes CBS 
Shortwave Branch; 
Fry Stays im Detroit 


CBS’ international shortwave de- 
—— now has a sales promotion 
djunct headed by Ernest Anderson. 

Anderson had previously been as- 
signed to the Detroit office but he 
was brought back to New York after 
Columbia’s Detroit promotioneer, 

















Tom Fry, was granted a deferment 
by the local draft board. 


‘WOMAN IN WHITE’ GOES 





TO OXYDOL AND BS-H 





v 


Disc Code Pronto 


-_——_~——- 


Proposed transcription code, 
already approved in outline by 
the American Federation of Ra- 
dio Artists and the platter pro- 
ducers, will probably be signed 
in a few days. Negotiating com- 
mittees for the two groups met 
yesterday (Tuesday) to iron out 
final details of the agreement. 








PRESS LICENSES 


| 


Washington, April 8. 

Flinty attitude toward newspaper 
applicants for FM permits has been 
softened by the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission although most 
publishers’ pleas for operating pa- 
pers remain on the hook pending the 
scheduled hearing on licensing pol- 
icy. Regulators last week ground 


out a few of the held-up construction 
permits. 


Following a previous announce- 
ment that the authorizations already 
voted mignt pe followed up with 
issuance of the papers when it was 
shown that public interest required 
early action, the Commish disbursed 
a certificate to Gordon Gray, Wins- 
ton-Salem, N. C. (Journal-Sentinel). 
Six other newspaper applicants will 
get CP’s carrying a provision ‘That 
no construction facilities shall be 
undertaken or completed until the 
Commission has acted on the general 
newspaper ownership question’ while 
requests of five other newspapers 
were ‘placed in pending file.’ 

The Milwaukee Journal, one of 
the group given conditional construc- 
tion permits, was authorized, how- 
ever, to operate its present experi- 
mental plant commercially for 60 
| days subject to any rules and regu- 
lations that may be adopted later. 

The permit for Gray was justified 
| with an informal explanation that 


| 





Procter & Gamble has taken the| the station would serve a different 


"Woman in White’ serial away from 
Pedlar & Ryan and assigned it to the 
Bizckett-Sample-Hummert agency, 
Chicago. Whereas it formerly 
plugged Camay soap the show will 


under B-S-H’s supervision carry the | upon 


Oxydol tag. 


area than that covered by the Jour- 


nal-Sentinel and also would com- 
| pete with existing newspapers 
j Sunes by other individuals. Ap- 
| parently ‘public interest’ depends 
| the identity of the owner 
| rather than on his journalistic con- 


‘LONE RANGER’ DIES 


Earle Graser, Little Known Actor, 
Played Famous Cowboy Galahad 








Earle Graser, the ‘Lone Ranger’ of 
radio, was killed instantly about 
| dawn yesterday (Tuesday) in an auto 
‘accident near his home in Farming- 

ton, Mich., a suburb of Detroit. He 
is believed to have fallen asleep at 
'the wheel of his car, which crashed 
into the rear of a trailer-truck. He 
was within two blocks of his home 
when the mishap occurred. Caution 
while driving has frequently been 
urged on the ‘Lone Ranger’ programs. 

Brace Beemer, the original "Lone 
| Ranger’ when the program started 
| some years ago on WXYZ, Detroit, 
| and who since being replaced by 
| Graser has been narrator on the se- 
‘ries, will return to the title part for 
‘tonight’s (Wednesday) broadcast. In 
conformity with the long-time policy 
of anonymity for the cast of the 
show, the change will not be an- 
nounced, 

Similarly, Graser was little known 
to the public, as King-Trendle, Inc., 
| owner-producer of the show and op- 


| 


'erator of WXYZ, had standing in- 
i structions not to publicize him, and 
| his identity was not even revealed 
ito. the trade. One of the few occa- 
sions when Graser received publicity 
as the ‘Lone Ranger’ was in a Satur- 
day Evening Post article several 
months ago. King-Trendle was un- 
derstood to have been irate at the 
revelation of his identity at that 
time. 

‘Lone Ranger’ series originates at 
WXYZ and is heard on the Mutual 
network Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday nights, being also recorded 
for broadcast in Canada, Honolulu, 
Australia and New Zealand. It is 
sponsored co-operatively, but will be 
| taken over on WOR, New York, and 
42 other network outlets May 5 by 
General Mills. It was one of the 
four original programs on Mutual 
when the network was formed, and 
| has remained on ever since. It was 
|originally heard before that on 
| WXYZ locally, however. In addi- 
| tion, the ‘Lone Ranger’ character has 
| been the basis of a series of Columbia 
pictures, a cartoon strip, and more 
than 50 items of merchandise. 

Graser is survived by his wife, 
| Jean, and a one-year-old daughter, 
Gay. 


JOHN ELWOOD 
BACK TO NBC 


John Elwood, former vice-presi- 
|dent of the National Broadcasting 
Co., is returning to the organiza- 
| tion as manager of its shortwave 
division under John Royal. Elwood 
| was a pioneer radio executive, hav- 
|ing held various posts in the net- 
| work prior to his leaving. He will 








\ 


| 





| 
| 





This move and the assignment of | nections, for Gray is known to be | join the NBC staff in the near fu- 
Ivory Snow to Benton & Bowles the |# 800d New Dealer. 


week before are part of a wholesale 
juggling routine that P & G has en- 
gaged itself in prior to the advent of 
dzylight saving time, April 27. 


ROLLS IN THE EASEL 


Mutual Shows Its Sales Story to 
New York Admen 











Mutual Network yesterday after- 
noon (Tuesday) unveiled its latest 
easel preseptation to a group of ad 
agency men at the Waldorf-Astoria 
hotel. There will be another show- 
ing, plus refreshments again, to a 
similar group this afternoon 
(Wednesday). Later on the network 
will make up 100 copies of this 
work, but in smaller edition, for 
distribution. among MBS salesmen 
and outlayi agencies. 

The presentation describes the rise 
of Mutual along coverage, business 
and program lines, tells of the new 
stations that are about to join the 
network, and makes a comparison of 
market representation and rates 
with the NBC-blue. 





Al Pearce’s Renewal 


CBS last week got a renewal for 
the Al Pearce show from Camel. 

Its new time in May will be 10.30- 
11 Friday nights. 








Bob Kaplan Into Army 
Bob Kaplan has quit as secretary 
to Lyn Murray since he’s slated to 
be inducted into the army this week 
or next. He’s the son of Ben Kap- 
lan, radio columnist on the Provi- 
dence Journaj Bulletin. 





Conditional construction 
went to the South Bend Tribune 
(WSBT), Detroit News (WJR), Mil- 
waukee Journal (WTMJ), Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette (WWSW), Baton Rouge 
Advocate and State Times (WJBO), 


Columbus Dispatch (WBNS), Chi- 
cago Tribune (WGN), Rockford 
(Ill.) Star and Register-Republic 


(WROK>), Baltimore Sun, Trenton 
Times, and New York News. 





Minneapolis, April 8. 
Because Earl Gammons, 
general manager, refused to permit 


State Senetor G. H. Lommen, 


tacking budget figures which Gov. H. 
B. Stassen previously had given out 
over the ether waves, a resolution 


investigation of the CBS station. The 
incident has kicked up a considerable 
furore and has been played up heav- 
ily in the press, with liberals claim- 





| ing the right of free speech has been 


impinged upon. 
Gammons, however, explains that 


he only took action after the gover- | 


nor’s office, which hed come into 


Jack Beach, former CBS page-| possession of the prepared Lommen 
boy, is taking young Kaplan’s spot | speech prior to its delivery, notified 


with Murray. 


we * 


‘him that the talk. purporting to show 


permits | 


WCCO 


Farmer-Labor leader, to go on the 
air to deliver a scheduled speech at- | 


backed by the liberal forces in the | 
state legislature has been introduced | 
into that body, calling for a federal | 


ture. 

Post he fills was vacated by Guy 
| Hickok some weeks ago when the 
| latter joined .Don Francisco in the 
| radio division of the Nelson Rocke- 


| feller Committee on Inter-American | 


| cultural relations. 
Elwood is the second former ex- 
ecutive of NBC to be re-hired in the 
| past year. Edgar Kobak, head of the 
| blue network sales department, is 
the other. 





Farmer-Labor Bloc Crys ‘Censorship 


Gammons, of WCCO, Denies Charge—Speaker Ban- 


ned on Beef Remarks Were Libelous 


that state finances were in a precari- 
ous condition, contained figures that 
were ‘incorrect and libelous.’ If the 


Station permitted the speech to be}! 
| given, he was advised, it would be | 


subject to a libel damage suit. 


free speech,’ insists Gammons, ‘It’s 
a matter of keeping the station from 
becoming involved in a libel suit. 


We didn’t receive a copy of the 
speech until it was too late to meke 
a check of the figures which it con- 
| tained.’ 

| Gammons also vehemently denies 
the charge that his station has 


criminated against the Farmer- 
Laborites. He points out the free 
time given to F. L. office holders 
gretis during the past decade. 


As a matter of custom, this time was 
| to have been given to Senator Lom- | 
mens free of cost, although the sta- 
tion was not obligated to do this. | 


favored the Republicans and dis- | 


Sea-Going Radio Research 


The summer sales promotion campaign was officially opened this 
week by Joseph Creamer, of WOR, New York, with a detailed report 
on what people who own yachts, cruisers and sailboats do about radio, 
The data was gathered secretly last August, when amphibious repre- 
sentatives of the American Market Research Corp. hired outboard 
motor boats and prowled Hudson Park, Echo Bay, Glen Island, Man- 
hasset, Red Bank and other home ports of small pleasure craft. Putt- 
putt researchers megaphoned up at surprised boatmen and discovered 
that of 175 craft at anchor, 60% were equipped with radio, and of those 
with radios, 60% had portables. And they listened to WOR 24%. 

Proving that the good old summer time is still good radio time is 
the thesis of 27 pages of Creamer data. The sea-going survey was 
just one of many kinds of checking followed. 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Two different scripts were in readiness for the repeat broadcast of the 
‘Grand Central Station’ program last night (Tuesday) over NBC blue 
(WJZ). They were dramatizations of the same story, but one was five 
minutes shorter than the other. Regular program, which went on from 
9-9:30 over the eastern and midwestern NBC blue hookups, had only one 
script of the normal length. 

Reason for the two different scripts for the repeat show was the uncer- 
tainty of how long the fight broadcast for Adams hats would run. Broad- 
cast described the Joe. Louis bout,.which, if it went the full number of 
rounds, would run five minutes into the ‘Grand Central’ repeat time, be- 
ginning at 11 p. m. However, if the fight ended in an earlier round, 
‘Grand Central’ would have the full 30 minutes. So scripts of 30 minutes 
and 25 minutes were ready and rehearsed. ‘Grand Central’ is produced as 
a package by Lambert & Feasley for Lever Bros., through Ruthrauff & 
Ryan. Ira Ashley directs it. 

















Although Mutual is not slated to take over the fight broadcasts at Madi- 
son Square Garden, N. Y., from NBC until June 1, it has already started 
to ballyhoo the switchover via special sports programs. First of a regular 
series was aired Friday (4) night after the Lou Nova-Max Baer bout and 
took the form of a roundup of comment from various sports authorities 
immediately after the conclusion of NBC’s description of the fight. Fact 
that the fights will be carried by Mutual after the June 1 date was promi- 
nently mentioned on the show. 

No decision has yet been reached as to who will do the blow-by-blow 
account when Mutual and Gillette razor takes over, although Ted Husing 
made a sample recording and is understood to be getting consideration for 
the assignment. Sam Taub, who now does it for NBC and Adam hats, is 
also a possibility. 





Before closing with Pepsi-Cola for the five-minute program series on 
the blue starting in June, NBC checked with the Independent Radio Net- 
work Affiliates on the basis that affiliated stations ought to be compen- 
sated for the five-times-a-week setup. The understanding that ensued was 
that the stations be paid off for the five five-minute periods a week on 
the basis of a full weekly hour. 

According to NBC only a few of the 130 stations tagged for the Pepsi- 
Cola hookup have protested against the network selling a five-minute unit 
| of time when the program does not consist of news. The station com- 
| pensation contracts do not make any mention of rates for units less than 
| 
| 


15 minutes. 

|| When Haven MacQuarrie was in Des Moines with the Marriage Club 
| program on KRNT he was observed walking up the 13 floors of the Reg- 
ister and Tribune building to the radio station and did it a couple of times 
before he appealed to Mike Cowles for a non-stop elevator ride. How- 
ever, he continued on successive visits to the station to walk down all 13 
flights. 

| The reason for this is that since being locked in a refrigerator when a 
| youngster and being gassed in the world war, he can’t take elevator stops— 
| either up or down, 

















Negotiations by a leading food processor for the radio rights to an adven- 
ture strip blew up suddently when the account received a report that it 
had ordered on the business habits of the strip’s owner. 


This old con- 
servative firm makes it a practice before signing a contract to inquire 
into the other’s business standing and responsibilities. In this case it found 
that the ‘other party’ does not maintain a checking account, nor even a 


bank account, insists that he be paid in cash and signatures no contracts 


himself but arranges to have all such obligations assumed for him by a 
third party. 





Eddie Cantor is the last of the stars to hold out against BMI. Orig- 
inal music only has been played week after week on his Ipana program. 
After much grimacing and reluctance, pro-ASCAP Bing Crosby finally 
yielded and has since sung BMI. 


Under Bristol-Myers’ contract with Eddie Cantor it doesn’t have to act 








on his option for the second year until Sept. 1. His agreement covers 
two years and calls for a 39-week season. 

Services of George Denny of Town Hall, New York, as a moderator at 
forums a la Town Hall conducted at educational, business and miscellane- 
ous conventions is in demand. In addition to his chore of this desc! iption 
at the May 5 Institute for Education by Radio in Columbus he will offici- 
ate May 25 in Boston at the Advertising Federation of America with Hill 


Blackett, Carle Conway, George Gallup and Hartford Powel speaking to 
the subject ‘How Advertising Can Best Serve Democracy Today.’ 


| 





Mrs. Betty Reeves, widow of Knox Reeves and still v.p. of the 


‘This isn’t an instence of denying Minneapolis agency bearing his name, has published her first novel, ‘A 


House for Emily,’ and has a second novel, ‘Sweet Are the Days,’ nearly 
done, and a third one, ‘Eva,’ jelling. She writes at night after a full 
literary day at the office as script editor of ‘Valiant Lady,’ ‘Jack Arm- 
strong,’ ‘The Mystery Man’ and ‘By Kathleen Norris.’ 








_KSTP, Minneapolis, has launched ‘new approach’ to the sales promo- 
tion problem with a four-page folder, explaining the station's new 
|‘Planalyzed Promotion’ campaign for time-buyers. Linking promotion, 
/merchandising and publicity department, ‘Planalyzed Promotion,’ is mak- 


| ing — point of the fact that its service is offered ‘after the contract is 
| signed.’ 





| Herb Pettey points out the oddity of the new Loew frequency modula- 


| ation transmitter being located at Pasilades park, within a few feet of the 
| original WHN towers dating back to 1922. Meantime, WHN’s 50,000-watt 


| plant for next fall operation will be located in lowlands outside Hacken- 
sack, protected against Mexico 
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12 shortwave senders and with it the 
right to sell advertising sponsorship 
of programs. This apparently recog- 
nizes the theory that advertising sup- 
port is more democratic, more prac- 
tical, more congenial to South Ameri- 
cens than would be the counter- 
method of Government operation and 
Government programming which as- 
sume the character and the odium of 
‘propaganda.’ 
Modification 

(b) But in the interests of co- 
ordination of effort and exchange of 
information there may be a modifica- 
tion of present indiscriminate, self- 
determined operating policies by 12 
separate shortwave units. 

It is possible that NBC will be the 
pivotal organization of one grouping 
including Westinghouse, Powel Cros- 
ley’s WLWO of Cincinnati end 
WRUL, Boston. Columbia in turn 
would be associated loosely with 
General Electric which has short- 
wave transmitting points in Schen- 
ectady and San Francisco. 

Democratic 

By thus retaining a minimum of 
two business groupings within short- 
wave, Yanks would preserve the 
principle of private competition end 
freedom of action and offer a demo- 
cratic-type shortwave organizational 
contrast to Axis modus operandi. The 
role of the U. S. Government while 
it would be much more pronounced 
than heretofore would under the 
emerging plan presumably remain 





‘Unlike Axis’—Radio Ideal 


Continued from page 2! 














|shortwaver wants voluntarily to 
| broadcast exclusively to some insig- 
nificant territory like Haiti or the 
petitor grabs for himself Rio or 
Buenos Aires. All the stations are 
particularly anxious to hit the 
wealthy Argentine area. 

Most of the 12 U. S. shortwavers do 
beam to Europe during the day, 
transferring to their South American 
antennae during the evening, when 
the time difference in Europe makes 
| broadcasting to there impractical. 
European beams are almost as dif- 
fused as those pointing southward, 
while, under unified operation, each 
station could be allotted an objective. 








CONOCO TAKES 
SPOT FLYER 


Continental Oil Co. is placing a 
campaign of 52 announcemenis 
through the midwest and southern 
areas. Schedule is to be run off be- 
| tween June 4 and 29 at the rate of 
two announcements a day. 

It's to plug a new Continental 
brand. and the agency is Tracy- 
Locke-Dawnson. 


} — 








that of a partnership in the national | 


interest as between Washington and 
private enterprise. 
would not be a polite name for ‘regi- 
mentation.’ 

The recent Washington meeting 
will probably result in some sort of 
regular consultative apparatus be- 
tween the shortweve 
and the Government. Lowell Mellett 
is expected to be the Administration’s 
spokesman, The radio industry would 
presumably designate some one in- 
dividual as its Washington contact. 
Nelson Rockefeller’s Inter-American 
cultural relations committee would 
also play a part. 

NBC-CBS Would ‘Consult’ 

The consultative principle would 
bring the NBC group end the CBS 
group together from time to time. A 
voluntary sharing of information and 
a scientific approach to the whole 
problem within the framework of 
rivalry are the ideals sought. 

The high costs, actual or potential, 
of international programming with 
the piffling income possibilities 


through semi-advertising sponsorship | 


ere fully understood and both CBS 
and NBC are reconciled to bearing a 
burden for-the good of the United 
States and is proof of a public sense 
of duty by broadcasting. 

Just now it is Europe—not South 
America as often commonly sup- 
poSed—-that is important in short- 
wave broedcasting. The voice of the 
United States is heard in Europe 
with a moral and morale weight far 
greater on the whole, it is thought, 
than the British. In 


Slav right-about-face Yankee short- 
wave pleyed quite an important part. 

One plan for the 12 existing United 
States shortwave stations now beam- 
ing to foreign lands to surrender in- 
dividual operation and management 
to a single corporation which would 
be set up for this purpose has been 
advocated, but seems to have been 
abandoned. 

Difficulty and ineffectiveness of the 
present shortwave setup, it is 
claimed by some observers, is that 
each of the etherizers is trying to 
cover all or a major part of South 
America. Narrowest 
beam being sent equatorward is 20 
degrees, while a number are almost 
50 degrees. No station in England 
or Germany transmits 
wider than a six-degree beam. 

Signal Gets Weaker 

As the beam widens, the signal be- 
comes multiply weaker. Germans 
and English, therefore, allot each sta- 
tation a narrow territory to which it 
transmits and by having a number of 
Stations they cover the whole area. 
U. S. outlets all overlap each other 
and, despite the 50,000 watts some 
now employ, can’t be heard well in 
the southern end of the continent nor 
in some other spots. 

It has been emphasized that no 


‘Coordination’ | 


| Throughout Summer | 


broadcasters | 


any event it} 
seems clear that in the recent Yugo- | 


shortwave | 


anything | 


‘Jury Trials’ Continues 


Williamson's Candy will continue 
its ‘Famous Jury Trials’ on NBC- 
blue through the summer. Begin- 
ning April 28 it will occupy the 
Monday 10-10.30 p.m. spot. 

It’s now on Mondays but at 7 p.m. 


San Frencisco, April 8. 
Vic Connors, for the past four 
| years local secretary of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists and the 
{American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists, left for the east yesterday (7). 





To assume the post of national or- | 


ganizer for AFRA. 


Australian Govt Tightens Control; 
kditorial Deplores ‘Seductive Power’ 


10 PUBLICISTS 
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EA-RADIO EDITOR 
TO AaalaT KIRBY 


Harold Kent, Morris Jacobs, 














Jack Harris, Brooks Wat- 
son, Ross Worthington, 
Jerome Ross, Robert Cole- 
son, Gordon Hittenmark 
Among Men From Broad- 
casting Sources Now Un- 
der War Department 


How to Start a Riot 





Minneapolis, April 8. 

Schuneman’s, Inc., department 
stores, has new KSTP morning 
program called ‘Finder’s Keep- 
ers.’ 

Gal announcer tells about 
some special item in the store, 
describes it, gives its approxi- 
mate location, and then comes 
forth with the info that it’s the 
property of the first Schuneman 
customer that day who finds it. 





PROGRAM IDEAS 





Washington, April 8. 
Under the general direction of Ed 








Kirby, formerly with the National 
Association of Broadcasters, a radio 
publicity bureau within the U. S. 
War Department is already begin- 
ning to function. Its immediate tasks 
are to organize, coordinate, preside 
over and supply program ideas and 
continuities and to facilittate meet- 
ings and relations of broadcasters 
and the publicity officers of Amer- 
ica’s 189 military camps. 

Kirby’s rapidly expanding 
now includes: 

Harold W. Kent, a captain, former | 
radio director of the Chicago public | 


schools and widely acquainted among | pought locally but the shows are 
broadcasters. 


Curtiss Mitchell, for 10 years an produced by B.B.D.—O., agency on 
editor of various radio fan publica- | the account. 
tions. Out of the 300-odd stations only 

Gordon Hittenmark, a captain, a| 40 it was found had no local card 
former NBC announcer. rates. 

Morris Jacobs, who was a radio 
program official for the Democrat’: 
National Committee in 1936. 

Jack Harris, on leave from WSM, 
Nashville, Kirby’s former connection 
in the industry. 





staff 


these running five five-minute mu- 








CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


‘Home of Brave’ Is Now Care of 
Benton & Bowles 











Brooks Watson, on leave from 
WMBD, Peoria. | ‘Home of the Brave’ leaves both 
Ross Worthington, with Pathe |CBS and Young & Rubicam in June 





; newsreel experience and whilom| and moves over to the NBC-red and 
| producer on ‘We, The People’ pro-| the Benton & Bowles agency. It will 
| gram. |} make the 5-5:15 period on the latter 
Jerome’ Ross, network and plug Certo and Sure- 


formerly with 


with over 300 stations with each of | 


American Bounce Bands for NBC 
Shortwave Under Discussion: 


McCann-Erickson Seeks Sponsors 





NBC is preparing a series of half 
hour per day dance band programs 
}from New York hotels which it will 
‘shoot shortwave at South America 
and which it hopes will be spon- 
| sored by manufacturers whose prod- 
|ucts are available in that territory. 
| Net hes approached several New 
| York hotels on the idea of picking 
|up bands and has met with affirma- 
tive nods because of the advertising 
each spot will derive from the broad- 
casts. It says it has the okay of 
Local 802 of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians to go zhead on the 
idea, 

Network plans to use 


six half 


“hours of live dance music a week, 
emanating from different hotels. It 
figures that beside the commercial 


Nehi (Crown Cola) is now set | ecordings by the bands involved to 


| basis of the programs ther-'s a valu- 
able good-will aspect that can’t be 
overlooked. In eddition, and one of 
|the points it ig using in gathering 
bands for the work, is that the live 
music will help to sell American 


fans below the equator. 
Programs are partly based on story 


'which appeared in Vartety several 


sical programs a week. The time is | 


weeks ago from Buenos Aires. Story 
gave an account of the growing 


; number of fans end fan clubs with a 


soft spot for American swing bands. 
McCann-Erickson is agenting th 
idea and reportedly has Standard 


| Oil Co. of New Jersey interested. 


| Balckett-Sample-Hummert and the | jell. Serial is now tied to Swans- | 


| New York Post. 


| down Flour. 
| Robert C. Coleson, radio official of | General Foods controls the show 
| the San Francisco fair. and the various brands. 








Canberra, March 28. 
The Federal government will com- 
plete absolute control of the Aus- 
| tralian Broadcasting Commission un- 


der a bill due for signature shortly. 
Bill was first introduced by Senator 
George McLeay, Postmaster-Gen- 
eral, who is in charge of both na- 





tional (A) and commercial (B) sta- 
tions. Labor Party, in opposition, 
will sanction the passing of the bill. 

New provisi gives to Governor 


General Lord Gowrie, acting for the 
government, power to upset ’ 
cision of the A.B.C., and to 


any de- 


lirect its 


members to take any action he con- 
siders advisable Meantime it the 
intention of the government to In 


crease operating board ef the A.B.C 
from five to seven, including a Labor 
'representative, and to place em- 
'ployees under working conditions 
similar to those prescribed in the 
| Public Service Act, thus making the 
| A.B.C. virtually a branch of the 
Public Service. 

Senator McLeay declared that ‘the 
power granted to the Governor-in- 
Council is intended to be used only 
when the Commission's actions are 
variance with 


| 
| considered to be at 


{national or Imperial policy or in 
| conflict with public interest. It's 
recognized that there are many ad- 
vantages in allowing the Commis- 
sion to exercise the widest possible 
| powers, but in the light of experi- 
/ence, it’s considered that occasions 
|may arise when the government 
| may find it essential to direct the 
| Commission. 

The annual report of the A.B.C 


was tabled in Parliament by Mc-| 
Leay. Report disclosed an advance | 
in finance and radio licenses. Reve- | 
nue is listed at $3,095,460, an increase | 
of $214,928 for the year. Assets are | 
listed at $2,053,016, being $329,544 
higher than in 1940. Presently there 
are 1,212,581 licensed set holders in 
Australia, paying the government $4 
yearly for the right to listen-in. The 


parties which Ministers belong to 
It may never seek to color the 
news to its own advantage. But 
we may some day find ourselves 
under a government which is 
tempted, by the seductive power 
this bill offers, to do all these 
things. ... One thing this country 
has got to guard against now—the 
danger of official contro! of its 


A.B.C. takes a percentage of each! means of expression. ... The pos- 
license fee for operatior. costs. Com- sibility that a politician may be 
mercial stations do not share in the; able to extend his parish-pump 


tax, being supported by 
ponsorship. 

(Figures given above are 
lated $4 to the pound.) 


influence by compelling the A.B. 
to broadcast some musical prodigy 
from his electorate is hardly le 
horrible than the prospect of a 


advertising 


calcu- 


In radio circles the government’s|! government blanket over freedom 
action in taking full charge of the; of expression on the air.’ 
A.B.C. as against previous nominal With the more complete control of 
control is being watched with very|the A.B.C., private broadcasters 
close attention. Daily Telegraph, a | figure that some action against them 
powerful Sydney newspaper, had! will be taken in due course. Execs 


this to say: | have in mind the statement of Sena- 
‘The Broadcasting amendment | tor McLeay that ‘the present radio 
bill now before the Federal Senate | layout is unbalanced, and the gov- 


secretes some dangerous pro- ernment was considering reducing 
visions. . . . This bill is likely to 'in some areas the number of 


do more harm to the public than 
to the Commission, unless Federa) 


licenses issued to commercials.’ 
Meantime, Minister for Informa- 


Parliament insists that the govern- tion (Senator Foll) has announced 
nent insert some check on it that his department will stop the 
yower to control what goes on the distribution of free news service to 
iir over A-class stations. ... The commercial stations. Exception, 
present government may have he however, would be made in the case 


yest intentions. It may never be 
inscrupulous enough to suppres: 
criticism of itself, to organize talks 


of a limited number of commercial 
units in areas where there is no 
national A.B.C. station. 


ind broadcast commentaries whicl Foll stated that in place of the 
‘reate an entirely false conception free news service his department 
xf its activites. It may neyer be would offer other free services to 


tempted to use the radio station 


ie 
to promote tne 


including speeches 


the commercials, 


poiltica Yy Dra nats 


‘ 
t controls I 





2,500 Canadian 


Radio Technicians 


Needed in England 


Toronto, April 8. 
that recent parlia- 
enactment 





Coincident to 


mentary ‘freezing’ new- 


model in Canada’s radio 


industry for the duration of the wer 


designing 
Rogers- 
Majestic Corp. and DeForest Radio 


Cc 


hareholders in the big 


8) here have ratified the agreement 


have 
passed into British hands to become 


whereby their large plants 
units of a great British Empire enter- 
prise dedicated to the production of 
special technicel radio equip- 
ment for the British air, navy and 
army forces. 


and 


Corollary to 
ment in radio in this Dominion, 
Royal Canadian Air Force head- 
quarters are issuing appeals by press 


> 


this latest develop- 


end radio for 2,500 radio technicians 
who will be sent ove ea nmedil- 
itelv. With the age limit from 18 to 
45, but preference given to those 
from 20 to 27, basic pay will be $1.30 
a day, plus maintenance wances 
to dependents; with commissions to 
be granted and remunerat plus 
family allowance to be based on thet 


liding scale which obtains in the 
officer-groups of army, navy and air 
force. 

Because of the continuing develop- 
ments in television, frequency modu- 
lation and other radio advancements, 
small laboretory personnels will be 
maintained by Rogers-Majestic-De- 
Forest. The well-equipped plants wil! 
now be under the supervision of W. 
C. Thornton Cran, of London, as 
president. Chairman of the board i 


Lord Swinton, former Minister fo: 
Air of Great Britain. Directors are 
all outstanding radio figures in 


Caneda, the United Kingdom, the 
West Indies, and other parts of the 
Commonwealth. The managing di- 
rector is American-born Allan Miller. 





salesmanager 


Ted Enns, national 
for KSO-KRNT, Des Moines, to New 
York City this weekend for ten days 
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National Thrill Shows a Buyer Of 
Spots on San Antonio's 5 Stations 


San Antonio, April 8. 
Units remain at an even keel here 
this week. Heaviest time buyer the 
past week was the National Thrill 








New Users of Spot 


Pennfold Golf Balls is placing 


. five-minute electrical tran- 
, = yaign wi 
gy pon : meavy spot campetg scriptions through the Blaker 
so leae rare agency. There will be 13 of 
With the baseball season set to, them. 
open here on April 13 and with the Ginee now develenmeats te 


Fiesta de San Jacinto the following 
week, all stations expect a new high 
in biz. Several stations report that 
this quarter has set a new mark in 
sales volume with prospects looking 
even brighter. 

KONO: National Thrill Shows, six 
announcements per day. 

KMAC: Aztec Furniture Co.. 
Amateur Blue Ribbon Hour ex- 
tended to one hour and a half; San 
Antonio Brewing Co., for Pearl Beer. 
*‘ASCAP on Parade,’ two and a half 
hour record program, through Jack 
Piluk Agency; National Thrill Shows, 
six announcements per day. 

KABC: Auge Packing Co., 10 an- 
nouncements per day; San Antonio | 
Buick Co., five announcements per | 
day; Jorrie Furniture Co., one an- | 
nouncement per day; National Thrill | 
Shows, four- announcements per | 
day; American Can Co., through the 
Mutual Network each Monday for a| 
half hour, ‘The Amazing Mr. Smith.’ | 


the spot field are P. L. Prescott’s 
Dazzle Bleach, one-minute an- 
nouncements through the Mon- 
Roe E. Dreher agency; Lady 
Linden cosmetics through Albert 
Gunther-Law; Staff Bread 
(Continental Baking Co.) through 
the Ted Bates agency and Nee- 
dick’s Orangade, announce- 
ments, Weiss &Geller agency, 
Chicago. 








DETROIT LOCAL HOLDS 





Other Units Slow—All-State Insur- 
ance to WWT 





Detroit, April 8. 
Taking e slump in the network 
category, Detroit remained strong 
after weeks of mounting business 
here. Strength continued to show in 


WOAI: Mangels Dress Shop, six . 
announcements, direct; Day and the local business which more than 
Night Water Heater Co., through, preserved the gains recorded earlier. | 
Hixson-O’Donnell, six announce- 


] i i high he 
ments daily for one year; Wesson Oil Level of time is at o hig re ter 


& Snowdrift Sales Corp., through | 
Fitzgerald Advertising Agency, 546 
time signals to be used between | 
April 7 and July 6; Beech-Nut Pack- | 
ing Co., through Newell-Emmett, 12 


reflection not only of increased 
money coming into Detroit through 
the vast armament orders but to the 
additions in population through high 











Child Life Magazine 
| Uses KLZ Spots 
In Circulation Bid 


Denver, April 8. 

KFEL sales staff turns in record 
number of sales for newscasts, one 
for seven-a-week for one year. 

KFEL: McClanahan Clothing Co., 
through Ted Levy, 208 newscasts; 
Old Homestead Bread, through W. 
E. Long, seven announcements daily, 
three months: Rand Millinery, nine 
|! chain breaks: Salvation Army, 
five-minute periods; Standard Motor, 
through Max Goldberg, seven news- 
casts weekly, one year; Ambrose & 
Co., through Max Goldberg, 15- 
minute and eight spots; Carlson- 
Frink Dairy, through Betts-Koerber, 
two spots daily, three months; Knox 
Co., through Allen Smith, 208 news- 
casts. 
| hour weekly, one year; Dubble 
Bubble Gum, through N. W. Ayer, 
| 65 announcements; Freeman Chemi- 
three five-minutes weekly; 


| 
| 
| 


| cal Co., 
| Grayson Apparel Co., through Rob- 
ertson agency, 100 announcements; 
_Kingston’s Clothes Shop, through 
Ted Levy, three announcements 
daily, one year; Kay Modes Mil- 
linery, 13 spots; Longines-Wittnauer 
Co., through Arthur Rosenberg, three 
time signals a night, one year; Young 
| People of the Rockies, half-hour 
weekly, three months. 


KLZ: Kurland Motors, eight an- 


| 


the season and is believed to be a C. F. Cusack, three spots; Child Life | ments, 


| nouncements; Publix Cab, 13 quarter grams, Monday through Friday, 
hours and 106 announcements; Chris-| March 31, 1941-March 27, 1942, 
| tian Science Committee on Publica-| through Harry M. Frost; R. H. 
tion, one spot; Lou Martin, through} White Co., 25 100-word announce- 

Monday through Friday, 
, Magazine, through Buchen agency,| March 31-May 2, and series of 104 | 
five spots; Marlin Firearms Co.,|100-word prticipations in WAAB | 


through Craven & Hedrick agency, 
52 announcements; Nash-Kelvinator, 











39 | 


Denver Bible Institute, half- | 


KVI Says It Florally 





Tacoma, April 8. 

A transmitter made of daffo- 
dils crowned float of KVI which 
was entered in the annual Daffo- 
dil Festival Parade of Puyallup. 
Six small girls dressed to repre- 
sent departments of radio com- 
pleted the float. 

Kids were labeled ‘Sports,’ 
‘Education,’ ‘Drama,’ ‘Religion,’ 
‘Special Events’ and ‘News.’ 


| 


SLIGHT PURR IS 
AUDIBLE IN 
UTAH 


Salt Lake City, April 8. 














Canada Dry Piaces 


E. T.’s on WAAB 


| 





Boston, April 8. 


here. 


WAAB: Henley - Kimball Co. 


| 
| 


|ins, Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 
April 2-30, and 26 100-word partici- 
pations during WAAB News Service, 
Monday through Friday, April 1-30, 
through Glaser-Gottscheldt, Inc.:; E. 
| T. Slattery Co., 12 100-word partici- 
;pations during WAAB News Serv- 
| ice, Tuesday and Thursday, April 15- 
|May 22, direct; Boston Evening 
| Transcript, 11 100-word participa- 
|tions during WAAB News Service, 


| 
} 


| 
| 


renewed series of 260 15-minute pro- 


|News Service, Monday through Fri- 
| day, May 5-Sept. 25, through Cham- 


announcements per week; National | employment. through Geyer, Cornell & Newell,| bers & Wisewell; Canada Dry Ginger 

Thrill Shows, 5 tote of 99 ane | me jae: ; sta 52 spots; Mrs. Tucker’s Shortening, Ale, Inc. (Spur), series of 130 one- 

aseemiondinie ven interpreted generically, the through Crook agency, 18. spots;| minute transcriptions, Monday 

i mae statistics for last week failed to show Wilson & Co. (Ideal Dog Food),|through Friday, March 31-Sept. 26, 

Comparative Unit Count | \the full picture among the six sta- through United States agency, 34| through J. M. Mathes, Inc.; War- 

a ee % of tions here, since most of the network weather forecast announcements! shaw’s, Inc. (cleaners), 10 30-word 

April5 March 29 Change loss was recorded in one station. weekly, three months; Beech-Nut/ cut-ins, Sundays, April 6-June 8, di- 

re 6.255 6.240 4.9.2 | Ww: All-State Insurance _Com- Packing Co., through Newell-Em-| rect; Snyder & London, Inc. (fur- 

Rees) ...<:. 9577 9,185 44.3 | Pany, ‘The Yawn Club,’ 15 minutes, mett, 65 spots; Dodge Motors,| riers), 16 100-word participations in 

Nat’l Spot.. 1,650 1,820 93 three times weekly, 13 weeks,| through Ruthrauff & Ryan, seven WAAB News Service, Tuesday and 

a 17.482 17,245 414) through E. F. Brown, Chicago. | announcements; Pruity Creamery, 26) Friday, April 15-June 6, through 

(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, || Comparative Unit Count ;| announcements. Boy Scouts, two, David Malkiel; Boston Globe, three 

XTSA, WOAI) |! ' | spots. | one-minute transcriptions, April 4-6, 

| % of l—“Geampacalive Unit Count | through BBD & O; Howard Clothes, 

Manchester N H Has . April5 March 29 Change | sul : 1} 12 30-minute programs, Sunday, 

+ . *9 Network 9,205 9,484 —2.9 | % of |April 6-June 22, ‘Bulldog Drum- 

BSGak ..0.05% 13,239 13,143 4+-0.7 April 5 March 29 Change | mond,’ pick-up from Mutual; Eastern 

Both Red and Blue Nat'l Spot.. 4,597 4,594 *... Network 8,175 8,340 —2.0 | Racing Association, Inc., 52 30-word 

WMUR, new Manchester, N. H., | Total . . 27,041 27,221 —0.7 Local ...... 4,656 4,800 —3.0 | cut-ins, Monday through Friday, 

outlet, joins the NBC-blue April 26. |} ——— | Nat’l Spot.. 1,701 1.731 —1.7|May 8-July 18, through Harry 
WFEA, in the same town, will be} * No change. | Total ...... 14,532 14,871 —2.3 | Frost. 

switched from the bluegto the red/| (Stations included: CKLW, WJBK, (Included: KFEL, KLZ, KOA, | WEEI: Madame Merkin (corsets), 

at the same time. WJLB, WJR, WWJ) j KVOD) one-minute participations in Caro- 


Ee 











THAT SPEAKS 
LOUDER THAN 
WoRDS! 


Within 10 days “The Heart of Martha Blair,” five-a- 
week dramatic serial written and produced by WKY’s 
staff, drew 11,161 entries in a prize contest to name a 







, 





doorstep baby, new character introduced into the script. 

Such mass action is characteristic of WKY for two 
essential reasons: 1, WKY has mass listenership (a recent 
Ross-Federal survey showed WKY to have more listeners 
in Oklahoma City alone—morning, afternoon, and evening 
—than all three other Oklahoma City stations combined); 
2. WKY produces programs which appeal to, attrect, and 
hold its mass of listeners. 


OWNED AND 


preveas 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


‘THE OKLAHOMAN AND TIMES ® THE FARMER-STOCKMAN 
KVOR, Cotorapo Sprincs * KLZ, Denver (Arri. MomT.) 
REPRESENTED NATIONALLY BY THE Katz AGENCY, INC. 





NBC-Red Affiliate 


OPERATED BY THE OKLANOMA PUBLISHING Co. 


| line Cabot Shopping Service, dire¢t: 
| Boston Globe, day and evening an- 

nouncements, through BBD & O: 
| Oakite Products (Oakite cleanser), 

one-minute participations in WEEI 
|Food Fair, through Calkins & 
| Holden; General Baking Co. (Bond 
| Bread), 50-word daytime time sig- 


nals, through Newell-Emmett: Chris- | 


tian Science Monitor, 50-word early 
| evening time signals, through A. W. 
Ellis Co.; D’Arrigo Brother (Andy 
Boy celery, broccoli and carrots), re- 
| newal, 100-word announcements 
| Monday, Wednesday, Friday, through 
| Chambers & Wiswell; Cleercoal Ca., 
extension, 50-word evening time sig- 
nals, through Harry M. Frost; Web- 
ster-Thomas Co, (Matchless Brand 
Canned Goods), 50-word time sig- 
nals, Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 


ragansett Racing Association, 100- 
word participations in E. B. Rideout 
evening weather service, through 
Chambers & Wiswell; Sharaf’s, Inc. 
(restaurant), One-minute participa- 


| 


Service, through David Malkiel, 


Easter Dyes Back 


Fred Fear’s Easter Egg Dyes, 
whicherates as one of radio’s small- 
est but consistent accounts, is back 
this year with its usuel pre-Easter 
Week spread. It’s using a daily an- 
nouncement for six days, starting 
Monday (7), on 11 stations. Account 
has used this same campaign for over 
15 years. 


Only exception to the minute an- 





WOR, Newark, during the same 
week. The Menken agency, New 
York, is doing the booking. 


Ralston Set, ‘Mix’ Maybe 


Ralston cereals has signed up with 
the NBC-blue for its present 5.45-6 
p.m. spot in the fall. 








For Spur Beverage 


(Hudson-Terrap!ne), 13 30-word cut- | 


through Chambers & Wiswell; Nar- | 


tions in Caroline Cabot Shopping | 


nouncement arrangement is the par- | 
ticipation in Uncle Don’s program on | 





Question of continuing with ‘Tom 





Mix’ is still unsettled. 


Local biz is zooming in this town, 
with units piling up a zippy total of 
26.4% the past week. 

National holding steady with some 
increase in spot biz end local going 
ahead by leaps end bounds. Every- 
thing indicates a healthy spring and 
|summer business. Stations all busy 
| with plans for Easter and Mother's 
| Day. Daylight saving, also, starts to 


| 


Business continued on the upbeat) cause its ennual headache in the 


| skedding departments. 


| 

| Walter Wagstaff back east to call 
on agencies and advertisers in inter- 
ests of KDYL. 

KDYL: Ex-Lax, through Jos. Katz, 
130° announcements; White Labora- 
tories, through H. W. Kastor, 100 an- 
|nouncements; Quick Elestic Starch, 
through Ralph Moore, four announce- 
ments weekly; Manhattan Soap Co, 
| (Sweetheart soap), through Franklin 
| Bruck, 130 announcements; Kellogg 
Co., through Kenyon & Eckhardt, 130 


March 30 to April 3, two 30-word | announcements; William Volker Co., 


cut-ins, April 3, direct; New England | three quarter-hour programs weekly; 
Cupboard (Connie Sears Stackpole), | 


Utah Cooperative Association, 52 pro- 
grams; Muir Appliance Co., 26 pro- 
grams; Barlow Furniture Co., 26 pro- 


grams; Blair Motor Co., 52 one-min- 
ute announcements; Blossom Art 
| Floral Shop, 52 one-minute an- 
} nouncements, 


| KSL: Dodge Motors, through Ruth- 
|rauff & Ryan, seven one-minute spot 
| announcements. 

KUTA: Collins Dress Shop, 15- 
| minute daily newscast; Marlin Razor 
| Blades, direct, one-minute spot, five 
ltimes daily; Whipples, direct, 15-min- 

ute daily newscasts; Hibbs Clothing 
Co., direct, five 15-word spots daily; 
Union Trust Co., direct, 15-minute 
daily transcribed program; Interna- 
tional Correspondence Schools, di- 
rect, 4 one-minute spots weekly; 
|Seares Furrier, direct, five 25-word 
spots weekly. 

KUTA: Acme White Lead & Color 
Works, direct, 52 announcements; 
Felt Radio Co., direct, 58 announce- 
ments; Adam Hat Stores, direct, 12 
announcements; Whipples Dept. 
Store, nightly quarter-hour news- 
cast, one-year contract; Collins Shop, 
morning quarter-hour newscast, one- 
year contract. 


Comparative Unit Count 


% of 
April5 March29 Change 
Network 7,586 7,897 —3.9 
ee 3,414 2,700 +26.4 
Nat’l Spot.. 1,700 1,500 —4.1 
SOCAL cs avics 12,007 11,647 +3.1 


(Included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 


Packard in Blurb Splash 


| 


Packard launches another one of 
its quickie campaigns May 5. This 
| time there will be 14 one-minute an- 
nouncements altogether to be run off 
withia anywhere from seven to i4 
nights. Station list will number 
around 100: 

Young & Rubicam is the agency. 








More Power 


ae) mm Ae)! 


NOW 


DAY AND NIGKT 


9000 


WATTS 


NO ADVANCE IN PRICES 
ONLY BASIC CBS OUTLET IN INDIANA 


WF BM 


National Representatives 


THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 
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The Want Shop'—Swappers’ Heaven— 
Sold to Local Tire Co. by KGO 





San Francisco, April 8. 


Biz in all three divisions sailed 
slong on a pretty even keel last 
week. Only marked change from the 
previous seven days was the upswing 
in KFRC’s local billings. KGO has 
sold its daily morning eye-opener, 
‘The Want Shop,’ to the Lambert 
Sales Corporation (tires) on a six- 
month contract. The program, cre- 
ated and handled by Archie Presby, 
gives listeners a chance to trade all 
kinds of merchandise. Lambert is 
its first sponsor. 

KGO: Safeway Stores, Inc. (Kitch- 
en-Craft flour), 20 participations in 
‘Home Forum,’ through J. Walter 
Thompson; Cathay House (restau- 
rant), 13 participations in ‘Home 
Forum,’ direct; Lambert Sales Corp. 
(tires), six quarter-hour programs 
weekly, “The Want Shop,’ through 
Yeomans & Foote; Moore’s, Ltd. 
(men’s clothing), 52 spots, through 
Brisacher, Davis; Walker Remedy 
Co., 26 spots, through Weston-Bar- 
nett; Marvelous Marin, Inc. (Marin 
County), 25 spots, through Theodore 
H. Segall; Gelden State Co. (milk 
products), nine spot, through Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan; Shell Oil Co. (gas), 28 
spots, through J. Walter Thompson. 
KSFO: An-Fo Mfg. Co. (Snail-Foil), 
13 50-word spots and 13 35-word spots 
through Emil Reinhardt; Armstrong 
Cork Products Co. (Quaker Rugs), 
three 15-minute programs weekly, 
through Batten, Barton, Durstine & 
Osborne; Blue Ribbon Books, Inc., 
five-minute programs, as ordered, 
through Northwest Radio; Walter N. 
Boysen Co. (paints), 100 50-word 
spots and 56 35-word spots, through 
Emil Reinhardt; Chrysler Corp. 
(Dodge division), seven _ spots, 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan; Cluett, 
Peabody & Co. (Sanforized prod- 
ucts), 312 15-minute programs 
(‘Nancy Dixon’) through Young & 
Rubicam; Colonial Dames, Inc. (cos- 
metics), three spots weekly, through 
Glasser-Gailey; Cie Parisienne, Inc., 
five-minute programs as ordered for 
52 weeks, through Northwest Radio; 
Foreman & Clark (men’s clothing), 
25 spots, through Milton Weinberg; 
Gardner Nursery Co. (plants), five- 
minute programs as ordered for 52 
weeks, through Northwest Radio; 
Gas & Electric Appliance Societies 
of California, 52 50-word spots and 
26 35-word spots, through Jean Scott 
Frickelton; General Petroleum Corp. 
of California (gas), 42 chain breaks, 
through Smith & Drum; Gilmore Oil 
Company (gas), 48 spots, through 
H. W. Kastor & Sons; Golden Glow 
Brewing Co. (beer), 26 30-minute 
programs; Hecker Products Corp. 
(H-O Oats), 65 10-minute newscasts; 
Hulman & Co. (Clabber Girl baking 
powder), 106 spots, through Pollyea; 
Carolyn Kelsey (women’s apparel), 
26 spots, through Brisacher, Davis; 
P. Lorillard Co., 39 10-minute news- 
casts, through Lennen & Mitchell; 
Langendorf-United Bakeries (Hol- 
sum bread), 25 50-word spots and 16 
100-word spots, through Henri, Hurst 
& McDonald. 





| Comparative Unit Count 
% of 

April 5 March 29 Change 

Network .. 10,902 10,887 +0.1 
Local ...... 3,213 3,148 4+2.1 
Nat'l] Spon.. 2,009 2,038 —1.4 
Total ...... 16,124 16,073 +0.3 
(Included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, KPO, 

KSFO) 





KCKN ALL-NITE SESH 


Dark to Dawn Music Sponsored— 
Units S0-So 








Kansas City, April 8 
Biggest news of the week from the 
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| 
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commercial side of radio is decision | 
by KCKN of Kansas City, Kansas, to | 


Operate all night Saturday. This 
kept the station on the air from sun- 
up Saturday morning to midnight 
Sunday without interruption. All 
night session was put on after a re- 
cent trial following which a survey 
wes made. Sponsoring this new 
Schedule of dance music is a new 
beverage, Tru-Ade, and Sparkling 
ife. 

Otherwise, radio market experi- 
enced only slight changes normally 
expected during Easter week, with 
emphasis from clothing and garment 
concerns. 
| Comparative Unit Count | 

% of 
April5 March 29 Change 








Network ., 6,805 6,790 +9.2 
Loca] ...... 8,123 5,225 —2.0 
Nat'l Spot.. 6,452 6,601 o—Z.3 
Total ...... 18,380 18,616 —1.3 
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SPRING TOURING 





KSTP Barn Dance Goes Afield Every | 


Fourth Saturday 





Minneapolis, April 8. 
KSTP has sold another half hour 
of its Sunset Valley Barn Dance, and 
will make a ‘spring tour’ into a num- 


ber of Wisconsin and Minnesote 
towns. Purchaser is Reinhard 
Brothers, local Norge refrigerator 


distributor, who bought 9:30 to 10 
p.m. 

Under new plan, the barn dance 
will be staged in the St. Paul Audi- 
torium three Saturday nights each 
month and on the fourth will take 
a trip outside. 


Brown & Williamson recently 
signed for the 10:15 to 10:45 p.m. 
period. 





90% Radio Count 





Washington, April 8. 
Some 90% of American city- 
dwellers owned radio on Jan. 1, 
1940, according to a special study 
just released by the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters, Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System and 

the National Broadcasting Co. 


Ballyhooed as ‘the most com- 
prehensive analysis of this pri- 
mary radio market ever pub- 
lished,’ the 40-page booklet pre- 
sents information gathered in 
quarterly surveys conducted dur- 
ing the years 1938 and 1939, by 
Crossley, Inc. It is called, ‘Ur- 
ban Radio Listening in the 
United States.’ 








Spring Tonic Buying 





McKesson & Robbins is buying 


Clothing concerns again high- 
lighted the week's sales in New 
York, with all stations listed below 
| grabbing off at least one such ac- 
| count. 





| Thirty-three contracts and renew- 
| als totaling 23 hours of weekly pro- 
gram time and 287 announcements 
per week were signed by WHN dur- 


to figures just released by that sta- 
tion. 

WHN: Chrysler Corp. (Dodge Di- 
vision), through Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
spot announcements; Gordon Baking 
Co., through Barton A. Stebbins, spot 
announcements; Servus Clothes, Inc., 
through Klinger Advertising, daily 


minute announcements for Persin, ; SPOt announcements, 52-week con- 


formerly tagged Persang, a spring | 


tract; ‘It Happens On Ice,’ through 
Donahue & Coe, spot announcements, 


tonic. It’s on the basis of a daily )13-week contract; I. J. Fox, Inc., 


announcement, five days a week. 
H. W. Kastor is the agency. 


through Lew Kashuk Advertising 
Agency, spot announcements; Lon- 





i per Co. 
ing the month of March, according | 





Jacob Ruppert Brewery Signs For 
Minimum of 200 Blurbs Via WOXR 


don Character Shoes, through Mor- 
ton Freund Advertising Agency, spot 
announcements, 13-week contract; 
Jests, through Joseph Katz, station- 
break announcements; Ex-Lax, 
through Joseph Katz, station-break 
announcements; Gospel Broadcast- 
ing Association, through R. H. Al- 
‘Old Fashioned Revival,’ 
one-year renewal; Franciscan Friars 
of the Atonement of Graymoor, 
through Donald Peterson, renewal, 
‘Ave Maria Novena Service,’ 26-week 
contract. 

WMCA: Kellogg Co. (Pep), through 
Kenyon & Eckhardt, 10 one-minute 
spots weekly, 13-week contract; 
Crawford Clothes, through Al Paul 
Lefton Agency, renewal, 12% hours 
of time weekly, including sports, 
news and music; Joseph Patrick Lee 
Associates (insurance advisory serv- 
ice), through Norman B. Furman, six 

(Continued on page 26) 
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HAMILTON. 0 


¥% hour from Cincinnati by train 
but part of Cincinnati by WLW 


Population, 1940 - - - - - 50,592 


_ 


———— | 





“EXTRA BUSINESS-when advertised over WLW”’ 


The Prechtiing Co. have three men covering 


six Ohie counties and two Indiana counties. 
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REPRESENTATIVES: New York — Transamerican Broadcasting & Television Corp. 


Chicago — WLW, 230 N. Michigen Avenue. 


"The influence of WLW in promoting sales in the food 
field is certainly a paramount one in our own trading 
area. Their brands are among our best sellers; their 
merchandising services for the wholesalers and re- 
tailers are certainly helpful in obtaining greatest 
benefits from the manufacturers’ advertising. 


"We immediately have our salesmen go after-the 
extra business available when we receive notice of 
new items being advertised over WLW." 


(Signed) Edward P. Frechtling 
The E. H. Frechtling Co. 
Wholesale Grocers 
Hamilton, Ohio 


Sen Froncisco — International Radic Sales. 


THE NATION'S 
wou Wlerchanidise-able 
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| 
SPPEFSSFESESESFFFFSOSSFFSFSEFFPEFFFEFFSSED EOS ESOOOTS | the country.. 


From The Production Centres 


4O>4+464044 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Peabody awards were more investigated than celebrated around NBC 
last week....everybody blamed everybody else for NBC's failure to com- 
pete more aggressively with CBS in these little matters....Polly Shedlove 
farewelled WHN matinals for maternity....Don 
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Francisco and Guy | 


Hickok, the radio end of the Inter-American cultural relations committee, | 


have offices in old Rockefeller town house in the 50's 
guez, Mexican composer of ‘Frenesi,’ who was brought here for two broad- 
casts by NBC, will stay in New York on his own for some months.... 
John H. Perry station reps moved offices... .Lillian Eichler Watson who 
used to write those sweet smelling’ blurbs for Lifebuoy soap is co-author 
of ‘How to Get a Job and Win Success in Advertising’... .collaborator 
Walter Lowen is an employment agency operator....General Electric’s 
C. D. Wagoner points to an x on Admiral Byrd’s Antarctic map named 
Mound Wagoner....putting radio press agent in class with Henry Ford, 
Adolph Ochs....Arch Oboler and wife sailed for Los Angeles Friday (4) 
....Sid Strotz back at Radio City from Pacific trip. 


Constance Collier hostessing on Saturday afternoon series of ‘Bundles 
for Britain Backstage’ programs over WHN....Ina Claire was guest last 
week (5)....Kreml adding four more stations to its Mutual hookup for 
Gabriel Heatter’s Wednesday, Friday and Saturday night shows....WOV 
now airing five-minute news programs every hour on the air, with Lewis 
Charles, Laurence Blenheim, William Gordon and Joseph Boley sharing 
the mike assignment....Bob and Betty White doing a Tuesday night 
‘People’s Playhouse’ series over WOR, each playing the lead opposite an 
amateur emoter in a short drama suggested by an amateur scripter.... 
that’s two half-am, half-pro sketches on each program. 

Lionel Stander subbing on the Fred Allen program for Teddy Bergman 
while the latter is touring with the Theatre Guild’s ‘Hope for a Harvest’ 
....Miriam Hopkins guests tomorrow night (Thursday) on ‘War Letters 
from Britain’ over WMCA....the series has been extended another 13 
weeks starting May 15....Walter Kaner, formerly with WBNX, doing pub- 
licity for WWRL....British War Relief society mapping a new 15-minute 
weekly dramatic series, ‘Sky Over Britain,’ to start on a local indie station 
next month. 

Ed Fitzgerald doing five-minute series Tuesdays, Thursdays and Satur- 
days over WOR for Renault wines.+r..he talks about local restaurants.... 
Gray & Rogers, Philly, is the agency....Marty Glickman will sub for 
Bert Lee (Lebahr) on the Saturday and Sunday ‘Today’s Baseball’ series 
this season on WHN....Maxine Sullivan guests tonight (Wednesday) on 
Bruce Wendell’s ‘One-Two-Three Swing’ show on WHN....WWRL has 
added Yiddish, Greek and Spanish programs to its list of language shows 
....it already airs Polish, Italian, German, Hungarian and Czech stanzas. 

Ted Byron authored Tuesday (15) night’s script for ‘Grand Central Sta- 
tion’....Julia Chandler and the Robert Malone choral society will sing a 
special Easter program over WHN, originating the show from the tower 
of the Empire State building....‘Bull Dog Drummond,’ replacing "Show 
of the Week’ Sunday evenings over WOR-Mutual, will have a name cast 
including ‘George Coulouris, Agnes Moorehead, Everett Sloane, Paul 
Stewart and Ray Collins....Howard clothes will be local sponsor.... 
Henry M. Neely, back in the ‘Pepper Young’ series and a regular in ‘Home 
of the Brave,’ has also played parts recently in the Philip Morris dramatic 
series, ‘Manhattan at Midnight’ and ‘As the Twig Is Bent.’ 

Lester Damon and Ginger Jones, the honeymooners, still at Havana.... 
Frank Danzig now directing ‘War Letters From Britain,’ over WMCA.... 
it’s being recorded for subsequent airing over various stations throughout 














In Journalism Its Pulitzer Prizes —- 


In Radio 


“THE GEORGE FOSTER 
PEABODY AWARD” 


School children in THE 365 CHICAGO 
SCHOOLS listen each week, in their class- 


rooms to especially prepared WJJD program 
broadcast in cooperation with the Chicago 
Board of Education for their excellence and 
this service 


WJJD RECEIVES 
GEORGE FOSTER PEABODY 
“CITATION” 


Millions of others listen to WJJD regularly because 
there is an abundance of programs that are built to sat- 
isfy the wishes of the vast majority uf average listeners. 


WJJD 


CHICAGO 
“The Nation’s Largest Independent Station” 














...Alberto Domin- | 
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NBC red (WEAF). 


George Herman and Owen Jordan added to cast of ‘This Small Town’ 
_...WOR-Mutual now broadcasting shortwave news from Greece every 
afternoon....Consolidated Radio Productions of America has opened as 
a program production office, with Everett Cromwell English, president, 
and Arthur W. Jones, Jr., vice-prez....Cornelia Otis Skinner doing four 
shows over WNYC at 5:45-6 p.m Sundays....first and last will be live, 


but the two intermediate will be recorded....Henry Morgan's mother | 
guested on his program last week, the occasion being his 26th birthday. 
William Saroyan’s recent Free Company script, ‘People with Light ! 


Coming out of Them,’ to be done for the Greater New York fund show | 


April 14 at the Hotel Pennsylvania. ..Paul Stewart, of the cast of ‘Native 
Son,’ will produce it, with Kenneth Roberts, Everett Sloane, Peg La 
Centra and Hester Sondergaard in the cast...NBC is supplying the tech- 
nical production...the Martins, vocal quartet, have left the Fred Allen 
program to fill vaude and recording assignments. ..John R. Poppele, WOR 
chief engineer, back from Florida vacation...Jerry Danzig, WOR publicity 
head, back from Caribbean cruise. 

Carl Bixby, co-author with Don Becker of ‘The Man I Married,’ back 
from lengthy stay at Palm Springs, Cal...Carlton Balliett, Jr., music editor 
of Time mag, has composed a piece which Russell Bennett will do April 
13 on his ‘Notebook’ series on WOR-Mutual...Robert Choquette, French 
poet who writes the ‘La Pension Velder’ on CBC for Procter & Gamble, 
in town for confabs with Compton agency execs...Margaret Sangster, 
author of ‘Ellen Randolph,’ doing an untitled novel for serialization in 
Liberty mag and has another one set to start in Good Housekeeping in the 


| fall...last Saturday (5) night ended the Lucky Strike ‘Hit Parade’ origin- 





ations from the army camps. 


Kay Kyser, currently doing his series from the Coast and -readying for 
an RKO picture, comes east in September...Katharine Seymour, author 
of ‘Light of the World,’ planning to take a Connecticut place for the 
summer...‘Echoes of New York’ goes off NBC blue with the June 4 show, 


but is slated to return in the fall...Helene Burton, of WOR publicity de- | 


partment, in New York hospital for three weeks to recuperate from 


spinal operation...Janet Coulton, formerly of the NBC script department, 
subbing for her. . 


Roy Maypole Jr., is on the scripting staff of CBS. He’s worked on 
‘Stepmother’ and ‘Hobby Lobby’....Hal Leyshon, former general manager 
of WIOD, Miami. has gone into the public relations business under the 


tag of Leyshon-Sadler, Inc. He was also an editor of the Miami Daily 
News. 


Norman Corwin may do a ‘Radio Primer’ spoofing the industry as the 
first in his ‘26 by Corwin’ series Sunday nights on CBS, starting April 27 
....there’ll be a rib at Variety....Ted Steele has become m.c. on 
‘Easy Does It’ on NBC blue (WJZ)....he guests twice this week on the 
‘Big Sister’ serial and is doing a transcription series, ‘Ted Steele Varieties,’ 
with a 16-piece band, for World Broadcasting....Lyn Murray is now con- 
ductor-vocalist-m.c. on ‘Meet the Music,’ which goes from Sunday nights 
to a Sunday afternoon spot on CBS week after next (20). 

Carl Ruff, of WOR press department, on week’s ski vacation....Dorothy 
Lee, former assistant to Bernice Judis, manager of WNEW, now assisting 
Kent Cooper, general manager of the AP in New York....Hal Moore's 


‘Start the Day Right’ on WNEW now airs 7-9 a.m., instead of 8-9 a.m.... | 


George B. McCoy, who recently was on WEAF with his ‘man in the 
street’ flipperies, is handling early morning dance parade on WHOM.... 
Frank Crennan, formerly with NBC and the Yankee networks, is now 
WNEW night production manager....Webb Artz, manager of United Press’ 
Radio News department, is in a serious condition in an Indianapolis hos- 
pital, where he was rushed from New York. He suffered a relapse after a 
siege of flu this winter. 

Phyllis Dobson, former Broadway legit actress now doing radio in Chi- 
cago, in town last week for several days’ visit....William Powell and 
Diano Lewis (Mrs. Powell) will guest on ‘Campbell Playhouse’ week after 
next (25) in ‘Do Not Disturb,’ an original whodunit written specially for 
the show by Ellery Queen (Frederic Dannay and Manfred Lee)... .Phil- 
lips H. Lord office looking for someone to script a new whodunit series, 
‘Crime Laboratory.’ which it is planning for agency submission....A re- 
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20,000 Watts 


Nationally Represented by 
THE PAUL H. RAYMER CO. 
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| Molson Brewery daily newscast over 


years, 
carry him on lectures before liter- 
ary clubs, schools, etc. in the city, 


Ellis was at one time with Bren- 
tano’s in Paris. 


April 30. 
Starr, Peck Robinson and others are 
angling for the assignment. 


cently-discovered symphony. written by Mozart at the age of 10 and 


| resting unknown since then in the archives of the Lambach monastery, 


near Salzburg, will be played for the first time on the air and the second 
time in the U. S. via WQXR next Tuesday (15) night....It’s known as the 
‘Lambach’ symphony. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Harmon Nelson, production aide on Kate Smith show, and Elliott Lewis, 


| stock actor, due for an early hitch in the army....Chet LaRoche flew out 


to Detroit to pick up a car to drive into New York....George Fisher’s 
shampoo sponsor optioned him for another stanza on the Don Lee-Mutual 


| web....Fox Case to Washington as emissary of state agriculturists and 


CBS. He will confer with officials on partciipation of the two agencies 
in the national defense program....NBC will commemorate Jack Benny’s 
10 years in radio with a banquet in the Biltmore Bowl May 1. Covers will 
be laid for 600....Sam Moore back in radio after a writing stint for Louis 
K. Sidney at Metro....Doug Evans, KFI-KECA barker, got a picture part 
last week in Universal's ‘Too Many Girls.’ 

of Don McNamara, which is the ‘purely coinci 
at the station where Evans works....Syd Dixon prowling the northwest 


for red network biz....Kate Smith and Ted Collins inspected the naval | 
base at San Diego as guests of Admiral C. A. Blakely, commandant.... | 
Frank Healy auditioned half hour variety show for Young & Rubicam | 


titled ‘Jack Carson, supported by relatives and vice versa’... .Ross Metzger 
still shopping for talent to spot on the Holland furnace eight-week summer 
show on NBC out of Chicago....Sidney Strotz aired back to his home base 
after two weeks of confabs on coordinating production setups, east and 


west....Admish to the ‘Hollywood Premiere’ broadcasts will be by special | 


invitation throughout the 13 weeks. Four hundred ducats go out weekly 


to a special prepared list....Ken Murray does a guest shot with Kate 


Smith, his first air job in many months. 





y% 
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_.same as was done with WNEW’s ‘Salute to Britain’ series 
|,...both shows are produced by Joe Milward, radio director for the British 
War Relief society....Lynne Thompson no longer doing scripts for ‘War 
| Letters,’ having shifted to authoring ‘The Next Is Always a Waltz’ over 


He was given the character | 
dental’ name of an announcer | 


a 


N.Y. Spot Biz 


Continued from page 2>—__ 











_ quarter-hour programs weekly, 592. 
week contract; Hotel St. George, 
through E. T. Howard, renewal, 19 
participation broadcasts in ‘Rise and 
| Whine.’ 
| WOR: Continental Briar Co., 
through Maxon Agency, one-minute 
announcements, three times weekly, 
nine-week contract; Lehn & Fink 
| (Hind’s Honey & Almond lotion), 
| through Wm. Esty, participation in 
|‘Henry Morgan,’ 11-week contract; 
| American Chicle Co., through Badger 
|& Browning & Hersey, participa- 
|}tion in ‘Henry Morgan,’ 52-week 
| contract; Beech-Nut Packing Co, 
| through Newell-Emmett, renewal, 
| 35-word station breaks, 13-week con- 
| tract; Pioneer Division of the Borden 
'Co. (Reid’s Ice Cream), through 
| Pedlar & Ryan, station breaks, 20- 
| week contract; Marlin Firearms Co, 
through Craven & Hendrick, renewal, 
announcements, 13-week contract; 
| Howard Clothes, through Redfield. 
| Johnstone, half-hour weekly pro- 
| gram, ‘Adventures of Bulldog Drum- 
; mond,’ 12-week contract; Barbasol 
|Co., through Erwin, Wasey, weekly 
| quarter-hour program, ‘Gabriel Heat- 
| ter—News,’ 52-week contract; Amer- 
| ican Can Co., through Young & Rubi- 


| cam, weekly half-hour, ‘Amazing Mr, 
Smith,’ 52-week contract: General 
Mills, Inc., through Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert, half-hour program, three 
times weekly, ‘Lone Ranger,’ 52-week 
contract; Axton-Fisher Tobacco Co., 
through Weiss & Geller, quarter- 
hour program, 26-week contract; 
L. N. Renault & Sons, Inc., through 
Gray & Rogers, five-minute period, 
three times weekly, 13-week con- 
tract; P. Duff & Sons, Inc., through 
| W. Earl Dothwel: Agency, participa- 
| tion in ‘Dear Imogene,’ 13-week con- 
| tract; Radbill Oil Co., through Harry 
| Feigenbaum Advertising Agency, 
| participation in ‘Bessie Beatty Pro- 
| gram,’ 52-week contract; Peter Paul, 
| Inc., through Platt-Forbes, Inc., re- 
newal, quarter-hour program, 
| ‘Wythe Williams,’ 52-week contract. 
WQXR: Browning King & Co. 
| (men’s clothiers), through Morton 
Freund, five-minute period of Trans- 
radio Press News, daily except Sun- 
day, 13-week contract: Jacob Rup- 
pert Brewery, through Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, 200 or more spot announce- 
ments. 

WWRL: Coleby Tailoring Co. 
(men’s clothiers), six nightly news- 
casts per week; Valcort Hosiery, 
three quarter-hour programs weekly. 
| 
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Ellis Quits Radio 


—————— 





Montreal, April 8. 
Chris Ellis, nationally known Ca- 
nadian newscaster, is giving up the 


Canadian Marconi station CFCF, to 
become book counsellor for the T. 
Eaton Co., department store with 
branches in Montreal, Toronto and 
Winnipeg. 

Elifs has been with Molson five 
His new assignment will 
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Ellis resignation becomes effective 
Gordie Young, Frank 
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RADIO VALUE 


TO FARMS IS 
STRESSED 


Washington, April 8. 


Farm program directors of nu- 


merous stations serving rural lis- 
teners huddled with Agriculture De- 
partment officials this week in first 
real recognition of public service 
rendered the farmers by radio sta- 
tions. Previous annual parleys have 
been restricted to the rural press. 


Representatives of over 30 sta- 


tions and the major networks were | 


on hand for sessions at which Gov- 
ernment executives outlined farm 
programs and Brought up problems 
of getting educational material over 
to the villages. The Treasury De- 
partment showed up to request help 
in selling the idea that American 
safety requires strong sale of de- 
fense bonds and stamps. 

Morse Salisbury, Agriculture De- 
partment information director, and 
Undersecretary Paul Appleby, head- 
lined the program which included 


a visit to the Government research 


farm at nearby Beltsville, Md., and 


the usual’ sightseeing “atid eétkfaTling- 





CHANGE HAYES AUTHORS 


New Policy of Alternation on Lipton 
Tea Dramas 


Young & Rubicam has set Philo 
Higley to alternate with Therese 
Lewis as author of the Helen Hayes 
program Sunday nights for Lipton’s 
tea. He did ‘Stolen Wife’ the 
March 30 script, has adapted ‘Bill of 
Divorcement’ for next week's (13) 
stanza and will continue the assign- 
ment for the balance of the season. 
John Latouche did several of the 
scripts, succeeding John Houseman, 
who started as alternate for Miss 
Lewis on the series. 

Higley, who has authored several 
Broadway plays, has collaborated 
with Edith Meiser on a mystery 
series, ‘Another Case for Quest,’ 
patterned as a weekly half-hour 
show. William Hawes is agenting it. 
Higley also has collaborated with 
Elizabeth and James Hart on scripts 
for two prospective weekly half- 
hour series, ‘Something to Re- 
member’ and ‘I Never Had Time.’ 
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General Mills’ Baseball 
Callers Called Together 


Cincinnati, April 8. 
General Mills’ baseball broadcast- 
ers in this section held a pre-season | 
powwow Sunday (6) in the Nether- | 
land Plaza hotel. Brad Robinson, of | 

| the Knox Reeves agency, presided at 
|}morning and afternoon meetings. 
| Also in from the sponsor’s Minneap- 

olis headquarters was Bill Slocum. 


At the get-together here were | 
|Peco Gleason, Chattanooga, and 
| Lowell Blanchard, Knoxville, of the 
| Southern Association; Bert Wilson, 
Indianapolis, and Don Hill, Lonis- 
| ville, fos the American Association, 
|}and Joe Matthews, Charleston, W. 
Va. Local ‘casters present were 
Roger Baker and Dick Bray, WSAI, 
|and Harry Hartman, WCPO. 

GM started the series of meetings 
; for its baseball announcers on the 
West Coast two weeks ago. Final 
session comes off April 10 at the 
Ambassador Hotel in New York, | 
when the Eastern men assemble. 





’ 





JACK NADEAU’S QUICKIE 
Minneapolis, April 8. 
Jack Nadeau, in charge of WCCO | 
transcriptions, left to join the armed | 
forces Saturday, March 29. But the 
following Monday afternoon he}! 
showed up at the station again with | 
the news that he hadn’t passed his | 
final physical. 
He’d been in the army just nine 
hours. 





IVAN SMITH TO BBC 


Australian Reports F.D.R. Speech 
Repeated Five Times in Sydney 








Ivan Smith, who has been a talks 
director with the Australian Broad- | 
casting Commission, is in New 
York City between oceanic flying 
boats. He is bound for London to 
stay with the British Broadcasting 
Co. for the duration of the war. Will 
serve on the Empire broadcasts, 

He reports that President Roose- 
velt’s Press Club speech from Wash- 
ington was carried by the ABC, with 
the reception and reaction so good 


| talk wes repeated from Sydney stu- 


dios five times in the next two days. 


MODERN BOOK LEAGUE 
TESTS ON KMJ, FRESNO: 


Modern Book League, a Double- 
day-Doran project dealing with 
popular priced reprints, is making a 
couple mail-order tests. First sta- 
tion picked is KMJ, Fresno. 

It will be a five-minute period six 
days a week. Huber-Houge & Sons 
is the agency. 











Columbia, S. C.—R. T. Allen, with | 
commercial department, WIS, Co- 
lumbia, six years, resigned to join 
WRAL, Raleigh, N. C., commercial | 
staff. 


| England around April 15. 


Scarcity of Storage Batteries May 


Affect Shortwave Listening Far Off 
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Jordan Stays in U.S.; 


Fred Bate Returning to 
London Around April 15 


Max Jordan, who has been NBC's 
continental representative for some | 
years, will not return to Europe. In- 
stead he will stay in the United! 
States and probably be absorbed in | 
the network’s organization at some 
point. Lately Jordan has lived and | 
worked out of Switzerland rather 
than Berlin, his original headquar- 
ters. 

He shared with other American 
radio reps in the Axis countries a 
certain amount of trouble with the 
authorities (of which Rome’s recent 
ejection of CBS’ Cecil Brown is 
typical), and it is likely that since 
the lease-lend bill and the ship seiz- 
ures the situation is now such that 
Jordan would be persona. non 
grata. 

In the meantime, Fred Bate, the 
NBC representative in London, has 
returned from a month's holiday in 
Mexico and will leave New York for 





Don Francisco’s radio division of 


| the Rockefeller committee on South 


American relations received its first 
inklings in the past week of a prob- 
lem which may eventually have a 
stultifying effect on shortwaving by 
all countries. 

Committee has been handed let- 
ters from remote parts of the world 
where inhabitants reveal they can 
no longer receive short wave airers 
because batteries have run down 
and war conditions make it impos- 
sible to get others or because tubes 
or other equipment have worn out 
and can’t be replaced. 

Although this situation is by no 
means acute yet, Rockefellerites feel 
certain it will be an increasing phe- 
nomencen as certain required metals 
become scarcer because of military 
demands and transportation of any- 
thing but vital equipment is pre- 
vented by lack of ships. 





New York City.—Frank Crennan, 
formerly production man .for the 
Yankee network and an engineer at 
NBC, has been appointed night pro- 
duction manager of WNEW, New 
York. 





—— 








Ray Nelson Bankrupt 


; | 
Everett L. Suffens, entertainer, | 


known as Ray Nelson, filed a volun- | 
tary petition of bankruptcy in N. Y.| 
federal court, listing assets of $6,000 | 
(insurance policies) and liabilities of | 
$1,250. Nelson is employed by NBC. | 

Only creditors 
Elizabeth Perkins, owed $1,250 for | 
property damage and personal in- | 
juries, | 


are Joseph and | 


Boswells Win Suit 


New Orleans, April 8. 
by William H. | 
of for $7,300 


Dismissel 
Byrnes, Jr., 


Judge 
a suit 


brought by John Davilla against the | 


Boswell Sisters, Martha, Connie and 


Vet, for alleged breach of contract 
1926, was affirmed Tuesday 

the Louisiana supreme court. 
suit was brought by Daville in Janu- 
ary, 1935. He contended that the 
Boswell sisters contracted to appear 
behind motion picture theatre screens 


(2) by 


in | 


The 


and sing as films taken by Davilla | 
were shown on the screen This | 
would have given the impression, he 
alleged, that the offering was a 
‘ : ’ 
telkie. 


The supreme court opinion, by As- 
sociate Justice John B. Fourcet, 
quoted the lower court judgment 
holding that Davilla failed to show 
the existence of any contract be- 
tween himself and the defendants. 
On the contrary, the Boswell sisters 
very definitely proved ... ‘that et no 
time had they obligated themselves 
in any way whatsoever.’ 





Zides, Currier 17th Anni 
Boston, April 8. 


Hum and Strum, comic harmony 
duo, were feted during a special 
half-hour broacast over WBZ on an- 


niversary. of 17th consecutive year | 
working together in radio. 
In real life, pair are Max Zides 


and Tom Currier. 


I 



































HAT’S our motto over here at the new Columbia Transcription 


Studios. You see, way back when our new service was just a gleam 


in our eye, we went to a lot of men who buy transcriptions and asked: 


Supposing you had just one wish, what would you ask for in a new 


transcription service?” 


Back came the chorus: “Put a cap S on the word Service! 


ha 


So we went to work. First we built brand-new studios in New York, 


Chicago and Hollywood and packed them full of the most modern and 


the 


best equipment in the world. 


Then we set up a control system designed for SUPER SPEED and 


EFFICIENCY. The moment you call for a recording date, it swings into 


action clearing the studio, equipment and engineers you need 





Next time you want transcriptions in a hurry 


TRANSCRIPTIONS ~ 


MADE BY THE COLUMBIA RECORDING CORPORATION * A SERVICE OF 


and 


keeping them cleared until you're finished with your job. 


give us a ring and see 


for yourself how our streamlined new service works. 











THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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PAYNE SARCASTIC AS HIS COLLEAGUES 
REVISE STAND ON REV. ULMER CASES 


Texas Stations Were Punished for Law Violations— 
Payne Says New Licensees Would Have Re- 
quired No Engraved Invitation 





another operatcr, aftermath of dis- 
coveries during the chain-monopoly | 


Washington, April 8. 
License revocation threats hang- pee 
; > i€s 
ng over several Texas stations dis-| 5%" '***- eal ee 
— last week with a provision | Sin no more’ admonition was given 
- Rev Jones G. Ulmer unload | the local interests along with an ex- 
hig interest in the transmitters but | Planation that the regulators did not 
—" _ . “ : | , any ” ‘ istene lo 
the Federal Communications Com-| Want to deny Texas listeners _—- 
ission yanked back the ticket of | ice from about the only stations they 
ernest {can pick up. Any further transgres- 
| sions, however, will be treated more 
| harshly, the final decision said. 
| The 








= 








revocation orders nullified 


| were issued more than a year ago 


z against KGKB, Tyler; KRBA, Luf- 
i kin: KSAM, Huntsville; KNET, Pal- 

estine: and KGFI, Brownsville. Re- 

| markable somersault came after per- 

| sistent rumors of pressure from in- 

| dividuals high in Administration 

| circles, prominent in Congress, and 

| extremely close to the Commission. 


50,000 WATTS 
CINCINNATI 


Tough on Stenger 

While willing to forgive and for- 
get in the Texas cases, the kilocycle 
cops turned a deaf ear to the ap- | 
peals of John H. Stenger, Jr., who 
has been in hot water before, and 
made final its proposed denial of a 
license renewal application covering 
WBAX, Wilkes-Barre. This outlet 
will be gagged July 1 because the 
Commish decided actual control is | 
| vested in the hands of Glenn D. Gil- | 
| lett (engineer accused of having a | 
| secret interest in WSAL, Salisbury, 
|Md., also silenced recently) and 
| Marcy Eager, his buddy in financing 














| 
i 
| 
| 






‘the applicant is not 
qualified, referring to 
| false representations’ regarding 
berggaeen 4 and centro!, and declared 
| 
] 
i 


| 
| cluded that 
| financially 


that control had been transferred 
| without formal consent. 
The decision in the Wilkes-Barre 


| missioner T. A. M. Craven thought 
| it would have been more equitable 
| to invite an application for a license 
transfer to some qualified individual. 
Regarding the Texas outlets, the reg- 
| ulators split, with Commissioner 
| George Henry Payne (who presided 
| over the hearings brought about by 
| the revocation order) submitting a 
| Norman S. Case agreeing that one 
| of the plants (KGKB) ought to be 
| removed. , 
| Payne’s demurrer contained harsh 


| words, chiding the other regulators 
|for refusing to renew the Stenger 
| license and declaring that a very 
| bad precedent was set lest year when 
Westinghouse was allowed—when 
faced with a similar threat—to pi 
itself by agreements with 
NBC to ‘program’ their stations 
The dissenter said he feared the 
| Westinghouse action ‘has risen like a 
| ghost to plague the Commission. as 
I predicted it would.’ Little fellows 
|cennot be expected to toe the line 
|; when the Commission winks at mis- 
steps of ‘the mighty,’ Payne said. 
| Westinghouse Case 
| 


lIrvce 
irge 


undoing 


‘It is regrettable that the FCC has 
|}after whitewashing Westinghouse 
exonerated these six radio station 
| Owners whose licenses were revoked 
Over a year ago...Afier exhaustive 
hearings had been held on these 
ces@és in Texas and the record was 
complete, the Commission affirme 
| the revocation orders—unanimously 
jand after due deliberation.’ Payne 
| said. 
| Reviewing the history of the pro- 
ceedings, Payne inquired ‘what. 
|then, has happened since the issu- 
ance of the proposed findings (back- 
ing up the original 
|ders) to change the 
| Commission?’ Without referring to 
|rumors ef political 
| Payne said he could not see any evi- 
f |} dence justifying a change of heart. 
| The majority did not show what ac- 
|cusations were refuted, he said, 
| while every one of the charges un- 
| derlying the original orders was 
| backed up by ‘en abundance of evi- 
dence.” The majority actually ad- 
mitted, he added, ‘that solid founda- 
tion exists for affirming the revoca- 
tion orders.’ Payne termed the logic 
Ask any Free & Peters office in the decision involving KGKB 
‘strange and bewildering’ and said 
his colleagues seemed to feel that 
after five horses esceped there was | 
no point in locking the barn door on | 
| the sixth. | 
‘The Commission seems to be much 
| worried about leaving certain areas 


revocation or- 
mind of the 


for more information about 


WCKY,“one of the sixteen 
CBS 50,000. watt stations. 








the enterprise. The Commission con- | 


| case was unanimous, although Com- ! 


| blistering dissent and Commissioner | 


wire-pulling, | 





in Texas without broadcast service, 
if these revocation orders were, af- 
firmed. This, in my opinion, is an 
innecessary worry. It has been my 
experience that new stations spring 
up quickly without coaxing end 
without the need of sending out en- 
graved invitations,’ Payne said. 
Good People 

In five of the six cases the ma- 
jority held that local people of good 
character and with commendable 
motives had been duped by 
Ulmer. 


of radio service, they contended. In 
the sixth (KGKB) case where Gov. 
Case joined Payne in dissenting, the 
majority pointed out that, while 
‘solid foundation exists for affirming 
he revocation order,’ Dr. and Mrs. 
Ulmer have unloaded much of their 
stock and no longer contro] the sta- 
tion. «‘Considerations of public in- 


terest’ caused the majority to change | 
its mind—with reluctance, they Said | 


and permit the station to stay on | 
the air. The majority added that the | 


licensee corporation has tried ‘be- | ! ; t 
'seas commentator, died in Washing- 
future impropriety will result in| ton April 7 after an illness of three 
sterner treatment. tite to 


latedly’ to redeem itself and that any 





Rev. | 
Revocation of the tickets for | 
‘these outlets would injure innocent | 
people besides depriving the public | 


REJECT BIBLE SCHOOL 


' Cincy Cult Ready to Invest $125,000 
in Shortwave 


| Washington, April 8. 





Evangelizing of the Latin-Ameri- 
can countries through an _ interna- 
tional broadcast station to be oper- 


lege, of Cincinnati, was frywned on 


last week by the Federal Communi- | 
' 


cations Commission. 

Hopes of Mr. and Mrs. J. M. 
Meighen and D. L. Davis, prospective 
licensees, were dashed for use of 
chief frequency—21610 ke. 

«A sample of a day’s program sub- 

i'mitted by the applicants included: 
‘Morning devotion...music, vocal 
‘and instrumental...Talk—by minis- 
ters of different denomiations...Also 
glimpses into many lands by world 


...Prayer...Closing devotional hour 
with ‘America Sings’...News...Tes- 
timonies—Encouraging people to go 
|back to their own church...Telling 
what the church has meant to them 
personally, socially and in their own 
home. 





FROM FOREIGN LEGION. 
TO KMBC, KANSAS CITY 








ated by God's Bible School and Col- | 


| 
| 


travelers, missionaries and lecturers | 





Wile, First Commentator, 


Dies at Age of 68): 


Frederic William Wile, 68, Amer- 
ican broadcasting’s first across-the- 





Wile, who devoted all his 
life to newspaper work, with many | 
| of the years as a foreign and Wash- 
correspondent, made his 


KCMO PLEDGED TO BLUE |" ,wreente, ra, 


STARTING JAN. 20, 1942 


Kansas City, April 8. 

Jack Stewart, manager, confirms 
that station KOMO has signed a con- 
tract with NBC to become a member 
of the blue network on or before 
Jan. 20, 1942. Deal was consumated 
in New York March 31 with Tom 
Evans, prexy, representing KOMO 
and W. S. Hedges NBC v.p. in charge 
of station relations. 

Date is that on which present con- 
tract of WREN, Lawrence, Kans., 
with NBC blue expires. WREN is 40 
miles west of Kansas City, but. near- 
est outlet of the blue web. 
versy has existed locally for several 
vears over possibility of moving blue 
directly into K. C. Several attempts 
of WREN to move to K. C. have thus 
far failed, most recent one being 
balked by FCC within the year. 

There is a pessibility KCMO will 
hook into the blue before 1942 if 
agreement can be reached between 
NBC and WREN. With WDAF on 
red, KMBC on CBS, WHB and KITE 
on MBS, new deal will bring all 
major nets directly into Kansas City. 





CLOSING ANY MINUTE 


WAGA, 
Baseball—Part of Station Revamp 
Atlanta, April 8. 

WAGA this year will 
out-of-town games played by Crack- 
ers, of Southern Ass’n, under spon- 


broadcast 


sorship of local Coca-Cola Bottling | 4¢thur 


Co. Joe Hill will be spieler. 
Station has trio of nibbles for 


momentarily. Games, both home and 
away, last year were sponsored by 


Generale Mills (Wheaties), who were 


interested again this year, but not 

t WAGA’s price. 

Scant nine months ago WAGA be- 
came No. 6 of Fort 
(WSPD, Toledo; WLOK, 
WHIZ, Zanesville; WWVA, 
ing; WMMN, Fairmont) chain. Don 
loset, formerly of WLOK, was in- 
stalled as managing director and has 
acted as shot in arm for mill. A com- 
plete job of redecorating studios has 
been completed. 


Industry Co. 


Maurice C. Coleman, former man- 


ager of WATL, has joined station as} 
and brought! 
from WATL Crenshaw | 


commercial manager, 
with him 
Bonner and Julian Flint. 
aide is Joe Robkin. 


Fred Kenney, new to radio, cub 
announcer, is latest addition to staff. 
Another new face is that of Evelyn 
Ambrose, receptionist and singer. 

Howard Donahoe, formerly of 
WHIZ, Lima, and, like [Ioset, a 
veteran in the Fort Organization, is 
new program director for WAGA. 


His third 





Ralph Rubenstein returns to Nar- 
ragansett, Pawtucket, R. IL. to broad- 
cast (12) the horse races daily via 
WAAB-Colonial network 


Contro- 


Atlanta, Raised Price on | 


Lima; 
Wheel-|, 


ration, March 4, 1929, and the fol- 


| 


President Herbert Hoover’s inaugu- | 


| lowing year he went on CBS’ pay- | 


| roll, covering the London naval con- 


| =. a ° | 
| ference, airing weekly summaries of 
the European situations and intro- | 


ducing personalities in the 
political news. He later worked for 
CBS out of Washington, doing a 
weekly comment through 1933. 


Surviving is his widow, a_ son, 


Frederic William, 2nd, who is with | 


the radio department of the Young 
& Rubicam agency, and a daughter. 


Searle Applies to Sell 
KMMJ to Newspaper 


Grand Island, Neb., April 8. 
Application for 
transfer control of KMMJ, Grend Is- 
land, from Don Searle, H. A. Searle, 
Jr., Helen Searle Blanchard, and 
Hebert Hollister to the Daily In- 
dependent publishing company was 
filed in Washington this week with 
FCC. Sale includes 250 shares of 
stock. 
KMMJ, formerly 
Neb., is a 


of Cley 
500-watter, and Grand 
Island is the state’s third market. 
Move was made from Clay Center to 
Grand Isiand about a year ago. 


Staff Shifts at WOR 


Center, 


place at WOR, New York, last week. 
Charles Godwin, formerly produc- 
tion manager, was made manager of 
the station’s new FM outlet, W71NY. 
Whiteside, former assistant 
production manager, was appointed 
daytime studio manager, while for- 


mer announcer-producer Carl War- | 
home games and is hoping to close); ren, 


became night-time studio man- 

Whiteside also handles the 
spot announcement schedule. 

Alwyn Bach an Len Sterling 
were added to the announcing staff 
of W71INY. Bernice Whitman, for- 
merly in the WOR program depart- 


ager. 


ment, was shifted to a new assign- 
ment at W7INY. Her program de- 
partment place was taken by Bea- 
trice Cramer, who was in turn suc- 
ceeded by Loretta McEvoy. Tom 
Slater, announcer, had already been 
appointed co-ordinator of sports and 
special events and had been suc- 
ceeded by Eugene King. 


Framers’ Double. Toke 


Pittsburgh, April 8. 
Framer, 





Walter 


his wife (Nan Grayson), who con- 


ducts an early morning women’s | ¥ 


program, both landed sponsors for 
their sustaining shows last week. 
Mrs. -Framer’s program, 
Grayson Calling,” goes on over 
| WWSW, 15 minutes, six times week- 
ily, for Norge Dealers and Ludwig 
Hommel & Co., Pittsburgh distrib- 
utors. Walt Sickels handling com- 
| mercials. 

| Framer’s sidewalk interview show 
| entitled ‘Have You Got It? spon- 
| sored by W. T. Grant quarter-hour 
isix times weekly. 


announcer and) 
special events man at WWSW, and| 


‘Nen | 


world | 


| 


permission to. 


Number of personnel changes took 


| 
| 
| 
' 
} 
| 
| 
! 


| 


Kansas City, April 8. 

Latest addition to the KMBC 
Artists’ Bureau is Jack Gomez, lee. 
turer, who recently completed seven 
years of service in the French For. 
eign Legion. 

He begins a radio program next 
week. 


Edwin Barrett’s New Job 


Des Moines, April! 8. 

Edwin G. Barrett, director of the 
Drake University radio school, has 
been named public relations head 
of the university until completion of 
a permanent setup to revlace the of- 
fice of business manager left vacant 
by the death of E. C. 
Feb, 12. 

For the remainder of the school 
year part of Barrett’s teaching as- 
signments in the radio school will be 
turned over to Edmund Linehan, 
program director, and Harriet Rist. 
vedt, continuity writer, both of KSO. 
KRNT, Des Moines. 


Lyiton on 








spel Ee ple 


GC Fort Industry Market 


Want Proof? 


(Take two—they’ re 





delicious ) 


PROOF No. ] 


WSPD pulled five thou- 
sand letters (each con- 
taining at least a dime) 
for one advertiser in a 
special war-map promo- 
tion. Length of promo- 


tion: three weeks, 


Program: News 


PROOF No. 9 


Thus far, WSPD has 
pulled over 1100 replies 
Each 


reply contains at least 50 


for one advertiser. 


cents, many a dollar, some 
more than that. The cam- 
paign has run ten days 
and is still going strong. 


Type promotion: spot an- 





nouncements, 


Cash Registers Sing 


a Spring Song for | 
WSPD Advertisers 
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Wheeler Talks 
Before Regional 
N.A.B. Meeting 


| 








Cincinnati, April 8. | 

Senator Burton K. Wheeler’s dec- | 
Jaration of opposition to government | 
ownership of radio sparked the bi-| 


iy 


CHILEAN JOURNALISTS 
BROADCAST AT WGE 


Schenectady, April 8. 

Special broadcast to South Ameri- 
ca, via WGEO, General Electric 
shortwave outlet here, will be made 
Saturday (12) night by six Chilean 
newspapermen currently working on 
U.S. dailies as part of the Pan 
American goodwill program. They 
will tell of their impressions of this 
country. 

Those participating will include 
Manuel Vega, of El Diario Ilustrado, 





i ’ , | Santiago, now with the Washington 
annual meeting of the NAB’s seventh | oe 
district Friday (4) in the Netherland | Star; Carlos Eastman, of the El Mer- 
Plaza hotel. Being chairman of the | CUrio, Santiago, with the N.Y. Times; 


Senate Interstate Commerce Com-| 
mittee, | 
important by the 28 members from | 
the district’s 39 stations who at-| 
tended the meeting. 

After explaining that he used to) 
think it might be a good thing for | 
the government to own the radio in- | 
dustry, Senator said: ‘I have been | 
disabused of that idea, seeing the 
inefficiency inherent in government 
in any business.’ 

He reminded broadcasters that 
they have a great responsibility to 
the country to see that both sides of | 
all important controversies are pre- 
sented fairly to the public. ‘If radio 
were government owned,’ he said, 
‘neither I nor anyone else really op- 
posed to our entry into the war 
would be allowed to speak on the 
air.’ 

Senator Wheeler’s chief reason for 
visiting Cincy that day was to open 
a speaking campaign against this 
nation’s foreign policy. He spoke 
that night in Taft auditorium. WLW 
carried 30 minutes of his talk. 

N.A.B. sectional meeting was pre- 
sided over by John H. Ryan, of 
WSPD, Toledo, who was re-elected 
a director on the national board. Ne- 
ville Miller discussed general activi- 
ties of the association. 





In reporting progress for BMI, | 
Carl Haverlin, the organization’s 
station relations head, stated that| 


broadcasting has put $1,800,000 in its | 
music set-up. 





Canadian Travel Show | 
From Toronto Theatre| 


Columbia’s half-hour show for the 
Ontario Provincial Government this 
spring and summer will have Ned | 
Sparks, Sair Lee, described as aj 
Canadian ictress and artist's mode}, 
and Luigi Romanelli’s band. 

Program will be picked up from 
the Hart House theatre in Toronto. 
Sparks quit pictures a year ago 
after an operation and he’s been liv- 
ing since then in his native Canada 

Starts April 20, Sunday at 6:30 | 
p.m, 

A party consisting of a vice-presi 
dent and three executives will fly | 
from New York to Toronto to repre 
CBS 


sent when program start 
April 20. They are Larry Lowman, | 
Ted Weber, Thomas D. Connolly 
William H. Ensign. 


DISPOSSESSED DIPLOMATS 


They'll Be Heard on Council For 


Democracy Special 


The Council for Democracy has 


arranged a special broadcast April | 
13 on the NBC blue network (6:05 | 
p.m.) including Col. William J. Don- 


ovan for the U. S. A., and ‘di pos- 


sessed diplomats’, representing | 
seven European nations now under 
Nazi conquest. Program will orig- 

imate in New York with a switc! 

to Canada for Princess Juliana of 

Holiand, 

International talent for occasio 
will include Charles Courboin ‘Bel 
gium); Ladislas Kiepura (Polish) 
Yves Tinaire (French); Magnhild 
Fjeldelm (Norwegian). 


Program will be 
Canada and Britain. 


Colgate Adds to Red 


Colgate has bought another 15 | 
minutes on the NBC-red, which will | 
give that account the 10 to 10:30 a.m. 
siretch across the board, starting | 
April 28, 

Other Colgate moves in the same | 
direction are still in the works. 


shoriwaved i 








WFVA’s Ex-British Officer 
Frederickburg, Va., Apri! 8. 
Ronald Dawson, production man- 
ger of local station WFVA. has 
joined the Virginia home guard and 
been assigned to the 112th Company, 
stationed at Alexandria. 
He was once a officer in the Brit- 
ish army. } 


Joaquin Muirhead, La Hora, Santi- 
his stand was regarded as #5°, 


with the Washington Post; 
Guillermo Valenzuela, La Nacion, 
Santiago, with the Los Angeles 


Times; Francisco le Dantec, E] Mer- 


curio, Valparaiso, with the Philadel- 
phia Bulletin, and Louis I. Silva, La 
Union, Valparaiso, with the Boston 
Globe. 


Jacksonville Meeting 


Jacksonville, Fla., April 8. 
Sales managers of the fifth district 
of the National Association of Broad- 








MURROW’S BOOK OUT 


Elmer Davis Edits CBS’ Rep’s ‘This 
Is London’ 





| Broadcast talks by Edward R. Mur- 
| row, representative of the Columbia 
Broadcasting System in England, has 
; been gathered into a book and edited 
| by Elmer Davis, his New York. col- 
league. Volume is just out in New 
| York under the title ‘This Is Lon- 
| don.’ 
| It is being backed up by a better- 


| than-average publicity campaign on 


this side 





‘MILE OF OPTIONS ON 





San Antonio, April 8. 
One of the longest string of op- 





| loudly on his broadcasts. 


KABC MEXICAN HOUR 


+ Radio Daffodils - 























Salem, Mass.—WESX broadcast on ‘How to Start a Fire’ on a cold morn- 
ing was almost too vivid. Albert Belknap and William Hubbard, staff 
announcers, rattled papers to simulate flames and pounded on a filing cabie 
net to imitate chopping wood. Meteorologist Robert Hill broadcast a graphie 
description of the progress of the fire. 

At the different places listen broadcast were the owners of the 
building and its insurance broker. The latter communicated with his 
client, who sent a janitor to the studio to find it was all make-believe. 


to t} a7 


ing t 


New York City—George Combs. news commentator for WHN, New York, 
recently received several] listener letters complaining that he talks too 
As a gag, he explained over the air that the 
station will soon increase its power to 50,000 watts and he will then not 
have to speak so loudly. 





Washington—Federal Communications Commission recently attempted to 


‘reply to a squawk from a ‘certain organization’ which resented ‘dissemina- 


| tions in a contract is that made be- , 


; tween Hardy C. Harvey, manager of | 


| station KABC, and J. A. Luccehese, | 


}owner and operator of the Zaragosa 
and Nacional theatres here. It’s for 
five years and an hour and a half 
€ach day. 
| Broadcasts will be 
| Mexican commercials 


devoted to 
and goodwill 


}and will originate from studios atop | 


casters will meet at the George | the Nacional theatre here. Various | 


Washington hotel here this Friday | SP@mish and Mexican artists, who 


(11), while the broadcasters of the | @Ppear at the Nacional theatre will | 


same district will hold their gather- | #@ppear. 


ing over the ensuing weekend. 
Norman MacKay is the chairman 
of the sales managers group. 


—_— 


Series began yesterday (31) 
with Lalito Montemayor, Mexican 

| actor as guest announcer for the first 
week. 


tion by publications and broadcasters of alleged false and misleading in- 
formation designed to eliminate the use of horses and mules.’ 





Pittsfield, Mass.—Station WBRK, which broadcasts official school ane 
nouncements, received a phone call several days ago stating that the super- 
intendent of schools had ruled that local schools would be closed that day 
because of the excessive cold weather. Hitch that the voice on the phone 
was unmistakably youthful, 

Announcer on duty followed the usual policy of checking back with the 
superintendent, False alarm. 





Boston—Excuse of Jack Beauvais of WEEI’s production department, for 
being late to work one day recently: 

Coldest day of the year. 

Furnace of suburban home broke down during the night. 

Telephone out of order. 

Car froze in garage. 

Walked to the trolley car. 








No NAME... 
but what a story! 


GROCERY PRODUCT—how we wish they would let us use their name— 


was promoted over 15 of the nation’s leading stations. Stations like 


WGN of Chicago, WJR of Detroit, WLW of Cincinnati. In New York 


thev used a network station and WMCA. 


The test was tough. The listener had to send in three wrappers and 25¢ 


in cash for a piece of inexpensive jewelry. WMCA lured quarters and 


wrappers at a cost 40°0 lower than the national average. Locally, WMCA 


scintillated even brighter. MCA brought in 46.5‘ of the total New 


York area inquiries at an average cost 47% lower than the network 


station. Nearly as many letters for one-half the cost! 


To switch metaphors in mid-stream: For Big League Sales at Bush 


League Cost give WMCA a crack at the ball. A phone call, letter or wire 


will bring one of our men hustling with all the details. 
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OROTHY KILGALLEN 
e Voice of Broadway’ 
With Allan Stuart 
15 Mins. 
JOHNSON & IOHNSON 
Saturday, 11:30 a.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 
Dorothy Kilgallen, columnist of the 
. Y¥. Journal-American is dishing 
mornings on 59 CBS sta- 


tions. What she dishes is standard | 
chit-chat about the great names of | 


the show world and the cognoscenti. 
It has a plausible air of being good, 
lively stuff. Both as the getter of the 
info and the voice that reads it, Miss 
Kilgallen clicked nicely on her first 
broadcast. The program sounded 
like a strong Saturday entry and a 
sensible buy for Johnson & Johnson, 


which seeks thereby to hypo the sale | 
of its band-aids, or home bandages. 


It was a crowded quarter hour 
with lots of names and items, several 
full-bodied commercials from Allan 
Stuart and a guest appearance by 
Raymond Massey. On the whole 
Miss Kilgallen delivered a lot, even 
allowing for the agency to get in its 
points. 

What seemed labored at moments 
was the script as converted into radio 
by a writer presumably other than 
Miss Kilgallen. At least it sounded 
like it was her stuff put in some- 
body else’s words. The script seemed 
to reflect a fear of allowing the 
columnist to talk too consecutively. 
Announcer Stuart broke in some- 
times just for the sake of having 
somebody break in. Also the ear de- 
tected a straining for informality— 
a studied, deliberate, trying-hard, 
stylized informality. Instead of just 
being natural. Most abused and most 
phoney-sounding adjective employed 
was ‘swell.’ It kept popping up. 

Miss Kilgallen gets around, knows 
her reaim, has news sense. A little 
help from the announcer will suffice. 
Too much intrusion by Allan Stuart 
with questions and cliches and 
‘swells’ will only detract from what 
the program is selling, which is Kil- 
gallen. : ; 

News is mingled with fashion com- 
ment. There are romantic predictions 
and little details about big names. 
Mrs. Huntington Astor’s short man- 
like fingernails, Dolores Del Rio’s 
dance frock at El Morocco, Tyrone 
Power’s restored health, the lily at 
Fannie Hurst’s waistline were ex- 
amples. One of show business’ most 


heartening loyalties, Grace Moore's | 


well-known devotion to her sick 
husband, was mentioned. 

This is not a ‘swell’ program. But 
it is an interesting one. Land. 


SCAVENGER HUNT 

30 Mins.—Local 

PUBLIC SERVICE BUS CO. 
Friday, 10:30 p.m. 

KYW, Philadelphia 


A novel audience participation 
rogram which provides chuckles for 
isteners. Each night during the 
week at 6:45 announcer discloses one 
item to be found during the week’s 
scavenger hunt. Finders of each of 
the items thus announced are 
eligible to appear on broadcast, tell 
about most difficult one to get, an- 
swer a question, and recite a jingle 
about the bus sponsor. 

Winners get four 
(portable radio, wrist watch, trip to 


Atlantic City, and tickets to Fox | 
scavengers | 


theatre). At catching 
brought in a Chinese laundry ticket, 
a 1914 newspaper, 30 burned-out 
electric bulbs, a cop’s nightstick, a 


ouija board, a cuckoo clock, and a/| 


man with a tatoo on his chest. Lat- 
ter item provided most giggles. 
John Bennett, staff gabber, han- 
dles program smoothly, with straight 
spieling broken up by organ music. 
Shal. 


JOE EMERSON 

‘Hymns of All Churches’ 
15 Mins. 

GENERAL MILLS 
M-T-T, 9:45 a.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York. 


(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 


. ° | 
major prizes 


‘THE AMAZING MR. SMITH’ 

With Keenan Wynn, Charlie Cantor, 
Elizabeth Reller, John Brown, 
Santos Ortega, Ward Wilson, Allen 
Drake, Cliff Carpenter, Brad 
Barker, Harry Von Zell, Harry 
Salter orch. 

| 30 Mins. 


| AMERICAN CAN CO. 


Monday, 8 p.m. 
WOR-Mutual, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 

Comedy-whodunit series is the first 
ever placed on Mutual by the Young 
& Rubicam agency. It’s something 
of a hybrid of half-hour night- 
time dramatic thriller with a sort of 
Bob Hope-Milton Berle brand of 
| wise-cracking. Premiere edition 
Monday (7) night had distinct prom- 
| ise, but revealed the need of doctor- 
ing before the formula can be set for 
a click. It also demonstrated that 
scripters Martin Gosch and Howard 
Harris must maintain a headlong 


pace if the series isn’t inevitably to | 


,run downhill. 


| ‘Starred’ on the show are Keenan | 


| Wynn, legit actor-son of Ed Wynn 
getting his first network break, and 
| Charlie Cantor, vet character comic 
| regularly on the Fred Allen and Kate 
| Smith programs. Wynn plays the 
title part of Gregory Smith, ‘a young 
| man with an amazing knack of at- 
'tracting trouble’ and with a brash 
style of comedy delivery. Cantor 
plays his dumb-lug valet, chauffeur, 
/stooge and general man-of-all-dirty- 
|jobs. Opening yarn was the ‘Story 
lof the Hooting Owl,’ a concoction 
about murder and assorted skull- 
duggery at Montauk Point, Long 
| Island. It abounded with creepy 
| situations and sound effects and had 
'a number of potent chuckles, As 
‘samples of the comedy, Wynn an- 
'swered a spooky gas station attend- 
| ant with the crack, ‘All right, Orson, 
| how do we get there?’ and later re- 
ferred to the guy as a ‘road company 
| Dracula.’ He described the haunted 
Gilmore mansion as ‘Wuthering 
Heights with a hangover’ and greeted 
ithe heroine, ‘Want to hold hands? 
| No? Okay, let’s neck.’ * 


For the initial stanza, the show 
/had a studio audience, which is all 
|right for comedy, but generally not 
| considered desirable for dramatic 
|programs. It’s effect in this case 
was questionable, as the sound of 
|laughter undoubtedly hypoed the 
| comedy moments for the listener, but 
it tended to destroy the illusion at 
other points and made the comedy 
| lines that failed to draw laughs fall 
flat. Whether due to inherent script 
| weaknesses or because a program of 


| this type won’t hold up for 25 min- | 


| utes without a break, the opening 
| session tended to sag in the middle. 
It may be that a commercial at that 
point would be fatal—on the other 
hand, the interruption might provide 
needed lift. 





Wynn and Cantor were excellent | 


| on this debut show, both individually 
|and as a team. Their contrasting 
styles are nicely adapted to the ma- 
| terial Gosch and Harris have writ- 
|ten for them and each is a funny 
; guy On his own. Harry Salter’s mu- 
sical backgrounds and bridging were 
| expressive, though occasionally slow 
|on the pickup. 
George McGarrett’s direction 
| seemed firm and deft for a preem. 
| Harry Von Zell read the commer- 


opening and a brief institutional at 
the close of the debut, but doubtless 
due to mushroom on future editions, 
Hobe. 





| 

| the strip with recipes and household 
jlore. Emerson has much the same 
offering as before—his own whole- 
|some baritone, plus a choir, instru- 
|mental group and organ. 

To anyone who sees nothing in- 
congruous in exploiting religion to 
sell a commercial product, the pro- 
gram should do a satisfactory job. 
This shouldn’t be an expensive show 
and there’s obviously a huge listen- 
ing public for hymns. In this case 
Emerson includes hymns of the 
{Catholic and all denominations of the 





Joe Emerson is back again with , Protestant faiths, with brief stories 


his familiar hymn-singing 


Chicago, for General Mills 


three | Of the origin of each composition. 
mornings a week over CBS, out of 


Commercial copy plugs Gold 


(Gold | Medal flour’s healthful qualities and | 


Medal flour). ‘Betty Crocker’ has the | reasonable price, besides mentioning 


Wednesday and Friday editions of |the Betty Crocker recipes. 


Hobe. 





| 





| i Foiow-Up Comment 


| FEOF FFESFFFFOEFOSESOEEOOS | 


| Jack Benny had one of the fun- 
niest shows Sunday (6) night in 
| many weeks, with four Alka-Seltzer 
| ‘Quiz Kids’ from Chicago as his spe- 
cial guests for the occasion. Pro- 
gram was patterned as a contest be- 
tween the moppets and the Jello 
Kids, consisting of Mary Livingstone, 
Phil Harris, Dennis Day and Don 
Wilson. Seriousness was strictly 
taboo, however, with the youngsters 
answering genuinely tough questions 
and the grownups floundering on the | 
most palpable kind of setups—all ob- 
viously rehearsed but still goofy 
enough to break up the urchins sev- 
eral times. 


| Orson Welles’ contribution last) 
|Sunday (6) to the Free Company | 
series (CBS) proved one of the most 
provocative of them all so far. It was 
a potent blend of inductive reason- | 
ling and dramatie exposition. Welles, | 
| who did the writing, casting and di- 

|recting of the program and who also | 
|functioned as narrator, elected to 

project his story, ‘His Honor the | 
Mayor,’ by stating the question, and, | 
after showing how his own protago- 

nist had answered it, by leaving it to 

the listeners to decide whether they | 
would have acted the same way un- | 
der like circumstances. The ques- 
tion concerned the right of free as- | 
sembly as guaranteed under the bill | 
of rights, and the protagonist was the 

mayor of a small town who was 

faced with the problem of suppress- 

ing a meeting of local secret shirt | 
organization. Despite his contempt | 
for and opposition to the leader and | 
tenets of the latter group, this law) 
officer defies the overwhelming | 
wishes of the townsmen and refuses | 
to interfere with the meeting. He| 
insists on interpreting the Bill of 
Rights literally, holding that as long | 
as the incident comes within the law | 
it must be protected, because once a| 





j 





cials, merely an identification as the | 
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community starts making exceptions | 
no one knows when the same process | 
will be exercised to suppress other 
and far less anti-social groups. In| 
every denartment Welles showed his 
| command of the medium. while a big | 
| batch of credit is due Ray Collins 
for his reading of the mayor part. 








Franklin P, Adams again declared, 
|} almost boosted. on last week’s ‘Infor- 
mation, Please’ that ‘I do not listen 
to radio. Statement, making of 
which seemed doubtful wisdom and 
showmanship, before a nation wide 
audience listening via a medium in 
which Adams has been earning a 
| sizeable stipend for several years, 
came as a followup to a question 
about the identity of ‘Mortimer! 
Snerd.’ Professor Lyman Bryson, | 
who conducts Columbia’s ‘The Peo- 
ple’s Platform’ and teaches adult! 
education at Columbia University, | 
said, as audience laughed, that Snerd 
| was associated with a more famous 
| character, Charlie McCarthy. Clifton 
| Fadiman added that Edgar Bergen 
| was the creator. When the quiz- 
master jokingly chided Adams, the 
| latter boomed he ‘did not listen to 
radio,’ 





‘City Desk,” Palmolive’s weekly | 
| half-hour problem child, is still not 
out of headache stage to its Ted 
| Bates agency tutors. Last Thursday 

(3) night’s edition, written by Addi- 
son Smith, was lurid and crammed 
with action, but was hardly believ- 
able. However, the two leading 
| characters, the reporter and his re- 
porter-girl, have been considerably, 
and helpfully, revised. The girl is 
now on the wise-cracking side, a few 
of her flip toss-aways being fairly’ 
pungent, while her admiring co- 
reporter is a straightaway he-man, 
if not too bright. City editor, the 
| third leading character, is a high- 
| pressure guy. Edition caught was 
capably produced by Lindsey Mac- 
Harrie and played by Gertrude 
Warner and Donald Briggs. Com- 
| mercials stressed the ‘thin film of 
soap’ formed by Palmolive shave 
soap, thus avoiding ‘razor burn.’ 
| Sledge-hammer method of delivery 
was used by the unbilled announcer. 





| ‘Rocking Horse Winner,’ adapted 
iby W. H. Auden and James Stern 
| from D. H. Lawrence's short story of 
| the same name, was presented Sun- 
|day (6) night on ‘Columbia Work- 
shop. A weird fantasy about a_/| 
youngster who, Faust-like, pledged 
his life to luck and won fortunes by 
plunging on his inspired tips on the 
ponies, it was obscure but curiously 
atmospheric. George Sturgeon gave 
vibrance to the character of the child 
who rocked himself into an inspira- | 
tional frenzy on his rocking horse. 
Burford Hampden and Alfred Shirley | 
were rightly eerie as the two ‘voices,’ | 
Eustace Wyatt was ¢onvincingly | 
stodgy as the family chauffeur, and 


dextrously, with Bernard Herrmann 
conducting Benjamin Britten’s back- 
ground score. The sound effects 
were notably helpful. 





‘The Next Is Always a Waltz.’ a 
thoughtful, rather somber original’ 
drama by Lynne Thompson, was of- 
fered as Thursday (3) night's edition 
of ‘Listener’s Playhouse’ on NBC 
red (WEAF). A tragic yarn about a 
| girl who developed a complex and 
frustration because everyone thought 
sof her only as a beauty, not as a 








| sisted, 


jand 


| scripts, 


| the 


| instance it was, discounting a couple 


person, the script was not (nor in-| BERTRAND RUSSELL 


tended to be, obviously) entertain- 
ment for mass appeal or of commer- 
cial prospects. 


With Huntington Cairns, 


Alien Tate, 
Carl Van Doren 


t was, in fact, only | ‘Invitation to Learning’ 


partially successful even on its own) 30 Mins. 


grounds. Yet it posed a thought- 


. . . » | 
provoking subject and, in many re-| 


spects, made adult, arresting and 
even affecting radio. The device of | 
opening and closing the drama with 
an identical situation for the two 
belles of different generations was) 
ingeniously apt. Helen Warren and 
Chester Stratton achieved something 
of a tour de force (if that’s not too 
grandiose a term for kilocycle emot-| 
ing) by playing the two leads from 
moppet-age to maturity, while Jane 
Houston, Neill O'Malley, Irene Hub-| 
bard and Peggy Allenby registered) 
in supporting parts. Lester O’Keefe | 
directed the show expertly and) 
Josef Honti‘s musical background as- 





Fred Allen program 
unintentionally pulled 


week | 
same | 


last 
the 


| routine on what had been intended | 


as a big plug for ‘Swing Me a Polka,’ | 
that it had burlesqued earlier in the, 
show. Song was to get its first im- 
portant coast-to-coast airing when) 
after a few bars by Al Goodman's | 
band the announcer stepped in with 
the closing commercial. The earlier} 
comedy sketch had kidded those pro-| 
grams which set out to present a| 
singer but actually devote  nine- 
tenths of the broadcast time to long 
repetitious commercials with 
intervening brief chirps by the, 
vocalist. 





Howard Barnes, drama reviewer 
six midnights a week over WOR, 
New York, conjginues to improve as 
he grows more familiar with the 
radio medium. As heard Tuesday 
(1) his coverage of that night’s open- 
ing of ‘Watch on the Rhine,’ at the 
Martin Beck, N. Y., was enthusiastic 
without being gushy, analytical but 
not hyper-critical, authoritative yet 
not opinionated. With only a short 
time to prepare his script, Barnes 
manages to convey an unusual 
amount of information about a show. 
He has enough to say about the play 
so as not to have to fall back on that 
bane of all listening—the plot-teller. 








Silver Theatre’s (CBS) _ recent! 
or at least some of them, | 
have been strongly on the arid and 
off-the-elbow side but last Sunday| 
(6) the series unloaded, and _ in| 
blunderbuss fashion, a real beaut.| 
It starred Kay Kyser and his staff, | 
vocalist, Ginny Sims, and was 
written by the bandman’s own radio | 
writer, William Hampton. Theme of | 
piece might in more expert} 
hands have been a wow. In this| 





of solid chuckles, a drawnout dud. 
When it was all over Kyser could | 
still be credited as a resourceful mu- | 
sician and m.c. and Miss Sims an| 
ingratiating singer of popular songs. 
Net plot had to do with the marriage 
between a household hints columnist ! 
and a sob sister for a newspaper 
promotion stunt and the complica- 
tions which ensued when the girl} 
finds out that the justice-of-the-| 
peace that presided had been the} 


real mccoy. 





-_ 





Columbia now presents 15-minute | 
roundups of quotes from editorials 
of the country’s leading dailies in the 
11 o’clock spot Sunday nights when 
a big news story has broken. Net- 
work offered such a broadcast this 
week (6), with comment from a 
dozen or more papers, including the 
N.Y. Times and Herald Tribune on 
the Nazi invasion of Yugoslavia and 
Greece. Quotes are obtained by 
wire in advance of publication, as in 
the case of the two New York sheets 
included, they were not yet on the} 
streets at the time of the broadcast 
and in the case of out-of-town 
papers many wouldn’t be available 
in New York for a day or so. Pro-| 
gram frequently offers an illuminat- | 
ing idea of what the general public | 
reaction to important events will be, | 
particularly when the story in ques- | 
tion is a controversial one. Beeause | 
of the show, ‘Meet the Music,’ nor- 


mally scheduled from 11 to 11:30 
Pp.m., was cut this week to 15 min-| 
utes. 





Bonnie King, KMBC Act, 
Sold to KMOX Acct. 


Kansas City, April 8. 

Bonnie King, songstress, has been | 

sold by KMBC to B. B. D. & O. for 

series on KMOX, St. Louis. Griese- 

dieck Brothers Brewing is account. 

Schedule is five quarters hour per 
week, minimum to be 13 weeks. 





Sustaining 
Tuesday, 9:15 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

Bertrand Russell, English philoso. 
pher-mathematician now living in 
the U. S. A., was the guest mystifier 
last week on Columbia's center fielq 
fly, ‘Invitation to Learning,’ the 
higher-than-highbrow program pur. 
posely designed to be over people's 
heads and proud of it. The discus. 
sion spiralled narcotically around 
the early 19th century German 
meditator, Hegel. This heel who laid 
the philosophic linoleum for the hej] 
temple of today wrote a book which 
few will read as a result of this 
broadcast. In fact it is difficult to 
imagine just what the results of the 
Hegel broadcast might be other than 
a temporary gift of the CBS audience 
to NBC. It seemed to prove that an 
educational program is a program 
'? proud to want people to listen to 
it. 

Huntington Cairns came out danc- 
ing with a quote from a letter from 
the visitor. They sparred with short 
words during which Russell scored 
the first intelligibility. It seemed he 
didn’t admire Hegel. This was about 
the only definite conclusion ware 
ranted by the whole bout. The in- 
fighting got down to thesis, an- 
tithesis and synthesis almost im- 
mediately. And everybody _re- 
membered to keep his antithesis up 
throughout. Had the thesis work 
been as good, the fight might have 
pleased the fans more. At moments 
the synthesis became so synthetic it 
was plain phoney. 

Russell had a tendency to swing 
out in the clear, but his American 
colleagues, Huntington Cairns, Allen 
Tate and Carl Van Doren, kept his 
verbal elbows nicely pinned in. They 
instinctively recognized that the 
visitor had a dangerous tendency 
toward intelligibilify which had to be 
suppressed or people might get 
interested in his rather interesting 
British style. 

At one point the Briton seemed 
about to go blatantly popular, jar- 
ring his opponents with some quick 
unexpected shafts of simplicity that 
stung the Americans’ pride of 
scholarship. They promptly jumped 
in and began mixing up. Mixing up 
everybody. One blow seemed rather 
ow: ‘You mean he sort of literalized 
the anterior and posterior?’ It is 
open to question if this was not a 
foul. Not that anybody cried ‘cad,’ 
Nobody flinched or gave quarter. 
And every time there was a lull they 
returned immediately to thesis, an- 
tithesis and synthesis. 

This seems to be one of the 
phenomena of America, circa 1941, 
A travesty on the word ‘education.’ 
A self-conscious and self-impressing 
exercise in the wasteful use of the 
human mind to make itself in- 
effectual. An educational program 
with nothing to lose but listeners. 
As for the public, there’s nothing to 
learn, period Land. 


‘THE FLYING CADETS COMPETE’ 
With Hoyt Andres, Kern Tips 
15 Mins.—Regional 
WOAI-TSN, San Antonio 

From Randolph Field, the West 
Point of the Air, comes this quiz 
show in which only the flying cadets 
and officers compete. There are two 
teams. one from each side of the 
field with four men on each team. 
Winning team is used for each suc- 
ceeding broadcast while new tearn is 
taken from questions sent in by the 


| cadets. Each question used is asked 
by the cadet who submits it. Win- 
ning team receives $40 cash. Cone 
testant who answers most of the 


questions correctly, whether on the 
winning or losing team receives an 
extra $10. 

Quizmaster is Kern Tips, manager 
of station KPRC, Houston, who keeps 


| program moving along. Hoyt Andres 


does a nice job announcing. Andy. 
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Phyllis Joyce impressed as the 
mother. Ian Martin was a credibly if 
crusty uncle. All were English-ac-| | 
cented. Guy della Cioppa directed 
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St. Louis.—Staff changes at KXOK 
include the resignation of gabber 


Moulton Kelsey, who has been tem- | 


porarily replaced by Sid Saunders, 
formerly with KMOX, and the addi- 
tion of Bill Durbin, gabber, formerly 
with WEW. 

John C. Roberts, Jr., gen. mgr. of 
KXOK, has returned from a month’s 
vacation in Nassau. 





Chicago—Alan Hale, from WISN, 
Milwaukee, with WJJD, Chicago, to 
do baseball broadcasts with Pa 
Flanagan. 





Duluth, Minn.—Don McCall, staff 
announcer at local station WEBC, 
has been upped to the post of pro- 
gram director. 





Atlanta—Vicki Moore, soprano, 
has joined the staff of WSB. James 
Thompson, concert violinist, and 
Marjorie Griffith, harpist, have been 
added to the house orchestra. 





Boston—WCOP has promoted two | 


men and added a gir! to its staff. 
Russell E. Offhaus is upped to 
studio manager, newly created post. 


Morton Blender becomes program 
director. 
Kaye L. McAvoy added as chief 
continuity writer, coming from 


WKNE, Keene, N. H. (Previously, 
she was ‘Kaye Winters’ on WEEI and 
‘Bea Baxter’ of Goddard Bakery 
program on WKNE). 

Neil Wallace, WEEI newscaster, 
has left to resume Naval service 
which he left several years ago. 
Charles Ashley, of Boston Herald- 
Traveler staff, will carry on. 

Jane MacDermott new aide to 
David S. Garland, WEEI sales pro- 
motion manager. 

Jack Beauvais* t:ansferred from 
WEEI sales promotion department 
to production department to write 
and plan programs as assistant to 
L. G. Del Castillo. 

Spokane.—R. C. Ostrander 
joined KFPY sales department. 


has 


was advertising manager of the Pal- | 


ace store for several years, and seven 
years with Meir & Frank and the 
Oregonian in Portland. 

Phil Wacker, 
Seattle, added to the announcing 
and production staff of KHQ and 
KGA. Replaces Malcolm Sykes, now 
with United States Army Air Corps. 

New Haven.-—Peter Stoner, ex- 
WSUN, St. Petersburg, joined WELI 
announcing staff, succeeding Bud 
Finch, now in U. S. Army. 

Philadelphia.—Michael Blair has 
joined the staff of WFIL to handle 
special production and special writ- 
ing. 








San Francisco.—William Livesay 
added to the announcing staff at 
KGO-KPO, resigning from the local 
Hearst station, KYA, to take the new 
job. Formerly with WILL, Urbana, 
Ill., and KGMB, Honolulu. 





Knoxville, Tenn.—George Barber 
formerly with WSIX, Nashville: 
WDOD, Chattanooga, and 
Johnson City, Tenn., has been named 
program director of WBIR, new sta- 
tion in Knoxville. Bill Indsay, for- 
merly commercial manager of WFBC, 
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> | promotion staff at CJIC, Sault Saint 


He | 


from KOMO-KJR, | 


WJHL, | 
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| Greenville, S. C., has also joined the 
| station. So has Gary Marable, an- 
other former WSIX employee. 





| 

| San Antonio—Waymen Ramsey, 
|cOmmercial manager of KABC, has 
been named manager of station 
| KFDA, Amarillo, Ramsey 
over his new post at once, replacing 
Earl R. Strandberg. 





| New York City.—William D 


| Strauss, chief announcer of WQXR, |}, ; 
i : : d | bee P = 
New York, has enlisted in the army. | m prometed te pregram director 


Arch Kepner succeeds. 

Muriel! Evans has joined the WOR 
special features department, succeed- 
ing Antoinette van der Does, who 
left to assist the trade commission of 
the Dutch East Indies. 








Hartford.—_WTHT’s lost two spiel- 
ers, George Monaghan, drafted, and 
George Martin, moved to California. 





Lincoln, Harlan 
KFAB engineer, ordered into the 
|mavy and to Hawaii on a reserve 
naval communications commission. 





Spartanburg, 
patrick, former 


S. C.—J. W. Kirk- 
manager, WGTC, 


salesmanager of Stations WSPA and 
WORD. Richard E. Bolen, formerly 
with WIS, Columbia, S. C., and 
James Robert Croy, formerly with 
WGTR, have joined WSPA _ en- 
gineering staff. WSPA and WORD 
sales departments will be combined. 





Wichita, Kans.—Jack Laffer, chief 
announcer and program director of 
radio station KANS, goes to WJR, 
| Detroit. 











Lincoln.—Larry 
}KFOR announcer, 
staff of new KVEC, of San Luis 
| Oh'spo, Cal. He was a month with 
| KT.v, Los Angeles, Cal., before mak- 
ing the move. 


Lansing, onetime 


has joined the 


| Salem, Mass.—Al Belknap, WESX 
announcer, left (March 28) for Fort 
Devens for a year’s military train- 
ing. Harry Bixbee, former assistant 
engineer, has been at Camp Edwards 
past four months and is now in- 
structor in radio school there. 





New Orleans—Mike Clark, former 
spieler on staff of WGST, Atlanta, 
now with WWL, New Orleans. 





Columbus—Robert C. Smith, for- 
|merly of WJW, has joined announc- 
ling staff of WCOL, Columbus. Re- 
places Charlie Warren, who moves 
to WGY. 





| Amarillo, Texas—Pat Halverson 
On announcing staff of KGNC. Comes 
from WJDX, Jackson, Miss. 

Fort Worth—Steward Dean, for- 
merly of KOMA, Oklahoma City, 
| has joined the staff of WFAA- 
|'KGKO, as _ newscaster. Replaces 
Perry Dickey now with Grant 
agency, Dallas. 
| Chicago—Chief Engineer Frank 
Faulknor brought in Dwight Mc- 
Peek as studio engineer, replacing 
Frank Lehnert, who is now with the 
Illinois 33rd Division of the U. S. 
| Army in training. 
| John Slattery, formerly McPeek 
assistant, takes over as chief of 
scheduling and operations, with Bill 
Voris, ex-page staffer, assuming post 
as Slattery assistant in the 
|} uling group. 
ae 

Marion, O.—Russ Salter, program 
| director and chief announcer of 
| WMRN, Marion, joins the new sta- 
| tion, WKMO, Kokomo, Ind., where 
he will conduct the ‘WKMO Dance 
| Club of the Air.’ 





Pittsburgh — John Shiliano, who 
| has headed sound effects department 
at KDKA for several years, has just 
| been promoted to the radio engin- 
leering staff of Westinghouse com- 


| pany. 





| Dallas.—Stewart Dean, Canadian, 
| has joined announcing staff of 
WFAA, Dallas. 





Wichita, Kas.— Condon Johnson, 
| St. Joseph, Mo. is new continuity 
| writer on radio station KFBI. 

Timmins, Ont.—Following are 
among the personnel changes at 
CKGB, local CBC outlet: 

Jim Book, of the engineering staff, 
has transferred to CKSO, Sudbury. 





takes | 


Underkofler, | 


Greenvilie, S. C., has been named | 


sched- | 


| 


join the firm of Otis Fensom, 
Hamilton, Ont. 

Fred Darling, program director, 
|leaves this week to join the sales 


of 


| Marie. Russ Mooney, engineer, leaves 

for a job in the electrical business 
in Toronto. Ted Earle, of the con- 
tinuity staff, also goes to Toronto. 


| Norman Chaplin has joined the 


|engineering staff. Les Harding has 
become an office assistant. Vance 


Rafuse is a new enginering assistant 
Fenwick Job has 


joined the an- 
nouncing staff, transferring from 
WHLS, Port Huron, Mich., and 


CKOC. Mamilten, Ont. Jack Russell. 
| formerly of CKCR, Kitchener, has 
also joined the announcing staff. 

Lloyd Monk, music librarian, has 


|Sonya Barnett remains as _ traffic 
| manager and Hal Lawrence as news 
editor and announcer, 





| New York City—-George William 
| Anderson, Jr., formerly of KMPC, 
|Los Angeles, has joined the N. Y. 
| World-Telegram. 

} 





Seattle—Eloise Daubenspeck has 
joined the special sales staff of 
KIRO, Seattle. She was 
with CBS in New York City. 


| Hartford—Paul Lucas upped to 
| production manager of WTIC, Fred 
| Wade shifted from chief announcer 

to production staff and Phil Becker 
| succeeding as head spieler. 


| 


Reds and Baiters Quarrel Over 


School Controversy Series on WMCA 


A new quirk in ‘social pressure’ 
tactics has developed an 
action against Station WMCA, New 
York, whereby 
force the station to accept programs 
dealing 
where 


through 


one side seeks to 


with a controversial issue 
the station management is 


| disposed to sidestep the grief to it- 


| 


self caused by the programs. This 





N. Y. Federal Court -resterday de- 
nied a request by the first group 
seeking a temporary injunction 
against WMCA and the second group 
to prevent cancellation of the radio 
programs by WMCA or encourage- 
ment to such cancellation by the 
defendants. 

A permanent injunction appeal 
wil. presumably have to wait upon 
a trial of the ‘ssues. 


matter of executive inconvenience is | 


asserted as part of the defense, while | 
the accusation fas charged a viola- | 
ition of the 14th amendment 


speech) of the U. S. Constitution is 
implicit in the station’s policy. 
WMCA is in the middle between 
the Committee for Defense of Free 
Public Education and the New York 


| College Teachers Union, on the one 


formerly | 


side, and a critic of these, the Joint 
Legislative Committee to Investigate 
the Educational System of New 
York. 

Charges of ‘radical’ and ‘reaction- 
ary’ are mutually leveled between 
the pressure groups with WMCA 
weary of the whole embroilment 
and the time-consuming bickering. 


Meantime, Judge John C. Knox of 


(free | 


SERVICES TRAIN-CATCHERS 


Rintoul’s Stamford WSRI 
Starts in August 








Steve 


Stamford, Conn., April 8. 

An August start is planned for 
WSRI, new Stamford station to be 
operated by Stephen R. Rintoul, now 
with the Katz agency. Exhaler, 250 
watts on 1400 kc., will be Connecti- 
cut’s 1lth and staie’s closest to New 
| York. 

Rintoul plans independent policy, 
with accent on service to commut- 
ing population. 
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We don’t believe there’s another audience 








i 
| 


ae 





'D’Arcy Frezelle, engineer, left to 


| quite like WBT’s. Its extraordinary loy- 
alty to WBT (known to everyone in 
radio) hasn’t just happened. It’s been 
well-earned, and is still earned by the 
sweat of many collective brows. 

No headline-seeking publicity depart- 
ment dreams up the services we render. 
There's little or no need to devise ways 
and means to keep WBT listeners happy. 
Simply by standing by our firm policy that 
no listener request is too small to be 
ignored or a listener problem too slight 
to be overlooked, we stay plenty busy. 


We find their lost mules and name 


ef 
We buy its clothes...sn 


The most pampered audience 
youd ever expect to 


meet... 








A 
, 
“2s 
; 
A 
ih 


oe 
are 


affle its sniffles... 


round up its mules... oversee its children 


their children. 


help guard thei 


colds... snafflin 


What WBT. 


many whims of 


is very apparent 


are so successful 


STATION AN AUDIENCE 


They send us sample 


swatches, we buy their clothes. We even 


r school children from 


g juvenile sniffles in the 


bud. We are nursemaid, adviser and 


friend. These and many more. 


.. pioneer station of the 


South...has gained by catering to so 


its audience for 20 years 
to WBT clients. WBT 


listeners have always been more than 
ordinarily responsive to sales messages... 
because they like and are loyal to WBT. 

That's why W BT broadcast advertisers 


in selling the Carolinas, 


WBT 50,000 WATTS »- CHARLOTTE 


BUILT” 


Owned and operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System. Repsesented by Radio 
Sales: New York + Chicago « Detroit ®) St. Louis + Los Angeles « San Francisco 
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VARIETY 





Bands at Hotel B. O. 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cove? 


charge business being done bu name bands in warious New York hotels 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. 
Larger amount designates weekend and 


Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. 
holiday price.) 


Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Rand Hotel Viayed Week On Date 
Clyde Lucas ..... Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)...........- 1 800 1,350 
Leighton Noble... Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50)............ 11 1,100 13,950 
Lani MclIntire*...Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)....... -> ll 1,050 13,225 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50)...... ccoee- 29 1,175 32,000 
Woody Herman*..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)....... 141,225 22,425 | 
Jimmy Dorsey... .Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)...... 10 2,325 27,050 
Tony Pastor......Lincoln (225; 75c-$1.50)....... poeee® ae 725 12,750 


} 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band ts the | 
major draw. 


Tommy Dorsey, $24,000, D.C., Kaye, 
$15,000, Balto, Big in Bandfilmers; 
Satchmo F at at $18,500 in N.Y. 


. 4 














KAYE DISHES POETRY 


(Estimates for This Week) 











Louls Armstrong, New York —) 
‘ ...| Browning and Longfellow Mixed In 
(State; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10). With with Swing ’n’ Sway 
‘Come Live With Me’ (M-G) (2d 
run) on screen. Indicates $18,500,) Sammy Kaye is introducing a new 


fair. Armstrong draught at the b.o. | type of production touch to his Sun- | 
believed to be held down by weak-! day afternoon band remotes on the | 
ness of film, which was a disap-| NBC red. He's reading poetry in a 


SHFHFHFHFFSFSHFFOOSSSOOOD 


In the Wax Works 


Wednesday, April 9, 1941 


Orrin-Bonnie’s Record $7,835; James 


FEPHHFEFFEFEPFSHHOSOOS?® | 


Acetone) Clicks $2,565, Clinton $4,050, 1-Niters 


(Variety each weet 


familarize 
awaiting 


bands to 
numbers 


rious 
with 


recently are awaiting release. 
those hyphenated are to be coupled. 
Others are not definrte.) 





Raymond Scott (Columbia) ‘Little 
Bit South of North Carolina,’ “Keep 


Cool, Fool,’ ‘Let's Get Away from 
It All.’ 
McFarland Twins (Okeh) ‘She's 


Got a Great*Big Army of Friends,’ 


‘Band Played On,’ ‘Sister, Stop Kiss- | 
| ing,’ ‘Old Country Garden.’ 


Gene Krupa (Okeh) ‘Don’t Cry 
Cherie,’ ‘Rendezvous in Rio.’ 


Harry James (Columbia) ‘Dolores,’ | 


‘Sonata Moderne’ 
‘Gone but Not Forgotten.’ 


Claude Thornhill (Okeh) 


. 6 . ° « - | 
garian Dance,’ ‘O Sole Mio,’ “Traum-| 


iere.’ 


Woody Herman (Decca) 


mezzo,’ ‘You Call It Madness,’ ‘Lazy | _ , . 
Every-| Coupled to Broderick, local outfit, in twin danceries, McGee and Co. drew 


Rhapsody,’ ‘Time Changes 
thing.’ 
Ray Noble (Columbia) ‘Believe 


Me If All Those Endearing Young 


Charms,’ ‘My Wild Irish Rose,’ ‘On admissions at 55c greeted McCoy. 
Sweet | 


the Alamo,’ 
Chariot.’ 
Tommy Dorsey (Victor) ‘Serenade 


‘Swing Low 


to a Spot,’ ‘Another One of Them) 


Things. ‘Let's Get Away from It 
All’ (double-faced), ‘Yes Indeed,’ 
‘You Betcha My Life,’ ‘Will You’ 


readers | 
release. 
Tunes listed below were recorded | 


Only} 


(Estimates) 


Andrews Sisters-Johnny Richards (Balboa Beach, Calif., April 6). Trio 
| and local band crashed all-time mark here with 5,100 payees at 63c-75c per, 
| Cab Calloway (Eastwood B., Detroit, April 5). Automobile union hop 
‘took in okay $1,050 with Calloway, drawing 1,400 at 75c. 

Bob Chester (Lakeside Park, Dayton, O., April 5). At 75c per Chester 
pulled good 2,100 here, running up $1,500 gross. 
| Larry Clinton (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., April 4-5). Bo 
records change faster than weather here. Clinton copped capacity 3,000 
each evening, setting up two-day mark with $4,050 in the till at $1.35 
couple. 

Al Donahue (Valley Dale, Columbus, O., April 5). 
| Lent Donahue got fair $950 take with 1,100 at 80c-$1. 
, Sam Donahue (Roseland-State B., Boston, April 5. 
| Saturday for Donahue caught 850 hoppers at 55c-44c. 
Harry James (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., April 2). 


Despite dent of 
Fourth successive 


James teed. 


(double-faced),} off first regular Wednesday hops with good 1,650 hoofers at $1.35 pair for 


| gross of $1,114. Shifting to college hop at Statler hotel, Boston, April 4, 


‘Hun-| James piled up high $2,565 gross from 570 dancers at $9 couple. 


Sammy Kaye (Trianon B., Cleveland, O., March 30). First stop here 
|in six years got Kaye sock 2,000 stubs at 75c for a $1,500 gross. Kaye 


‘Inter-| began musical life here. 


Johnny McGee-Gene Broderick (Playmor-Raymor B., Boston, April 4-5), 


| healthiest week-end biz in months; 1,890 Friday, 2,250 Saturday. 
| $2,484, 

Dick Rogers (Ritz B., Bridgeport, Conn., April 6). 
Low gross, $1,697. 
Raymond Scott (Colonial theatre, Lancaster, Pa., March 28). 
| tendance of 700 greeted Scott. At 55c per $385 gross was n.s.g. 
|,.Orrin Tucker (Palace theatre, Fort Wayne, Ind., April 4-6). Tucker 
|cracked high water mark here with over 18,000 admissions in three days. 


Gross, 
Bad draw of 3,537 


Poor at- 


| House capacity is 1,850. Ft. Wayne peeled $7,823 off its bankroll at 33c- 
|44c per, 


Mark Warnow (Arena, New Haven, Conn., April 6). Hit Parade con- 


Still Be Mine,’ ‘I Love It So,’ ‘Deep — and Barry Wood and Bea Wain drew 4,500 people in two shows, 


River,’ ‘Swing Low Sweet Chariot.’ 
Mills Bros. (Decca) ‘Celita Linda’ 
(English lyric), ‘If It’s True,’ 


pointer on first-run at the Capitol | couple of spots in the half-hour al- | and Down, Down and Up,’ ‘The Very 


llotted to him. Past week 


recently. | : 
: | reeled off one by Elizabeth Brown- 
Charlie Barnet, New York—(Para-| ing and another from the pen of 


mount; 35-55-85-99). With ‘Nice Girl’ 


(U). Finished second week, last for; Leader simply hops to it between | 
the show, last night (Tues.), at band numbers, being backed by an | 


electric organ. 

Kaye’s band 
week from watever 
pens to be piaying in. 
are done from local network 


$32,000, o.k., but a considerable drop 
from first stanza’s strong $48,000. 

Tommy Dorsey, Washington, D. c. 
—(Capitol; 3,424; 28-39-44-66). With 
‘Penalty’ (M-G) on screen. It’s Dor- 
sey from start to finish for wallop- 
ing $24,000. And he’s doing it 
against tough competish, Martha 
Raye making a p.a. at the nearby 
Earle and attracting $18,500. 


is picked up every 
city 

Broadcasts 
out- 


ficiently large to hold an audience. 
NBC pays all expenses. 

Kaye and his band goes on loca- 
,tion at the Essex House, New York, 


|May 25, immediately following its 

Duke Ellington, Los Angeles — four weeks’ stand at Meadowbrook, 
(Paramount; 3,595; 30-44-55-75) —!'Cedar Grove, N. Y., which starts 
With ‘Las Vegas Nights’ (Par) on! April 29. It’s second shot at the spot 
screen, Running nine days and|for Kaye. He was in that hotel two 
heading for nifty $19,000. Ellington) years ago. Forthcoming date is for 


gets full credit. | five weeks. 


Sammy Kaye, Baltimore—(Hippo- 


Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. | 


it hap- | 


let or from any available hall suf- | 


(6) he} Thought of You.’ 


Jimmie Lunceford 
| Robbers,’ ‘I Had a Premonition,’ 
‘Battle Axe,’ ‘Blue Prelude.’ 

Larry Clinton 
| to Me,’ ‘Estrelita,’ ‘Night We Met.’ 

Benny Carter (Bluebird), 
Night,” ‘My Favorite Blues,’ ‘Lullaby 


to a Dream,’ ‘What a Difference 
Day Made.’ 
| Lanny Ross (Victor), ‘Mother’s | 


Day Song,’ ‘Where You Are.’ 





| GEORGE CARR’S HERO TURN 
Jamestown, April 8 

George Carr, manager of balkroom 

at Celoron Park, dunked into Chau- 

tauqua Lake last week to rescue 6- 
| year-old boy. 

| Lad, in turn, 
poe a dog. 


had tumbled in to 





drome; 2,205; 15-28-39-44-55-€6). With | 
‘Penalty’ (M-G) on screen. Film is| 
simply something to light up the| 
house so far as this spot is con- 
cerned. Kaye getting’ all the credit} 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





for big $15,500, far and away best | 
Baltimore gross for this canto. 

Ted Lewis, San Francisco—(Golden 
Gate; 2,850; 39-44-55). With ‘Foot- 
light Fever’ (RKO). Lewis has his 
‘1941 Happiness Revue’ here and is 


(Records 
throughout 
of more than one band or vocalist 


below are grabbing m 


; parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been tn the} 
virtually 100% responsible for the! listings and respective publishers.) 
slick $18,000. This house, incident- 
ally, only Frisco mainstemmer which; 1. Amapola (4) Marks ......ssceseseeeees Jimmy Dorsey ....-Decca 
hasn't installed cut rates for juves| Ted Weems .... Decca 
in 12-16 age group. 2. There'll Be Changes Made (7) Marks.. { Vaughn Monroe Bluebird | 


Jimmie Lunceford, Philadelphia— | 





the country, as reported by operators to 


popularity, whose recordings are being played. 


ost nickels ‘this week fn jukeboxes 
VARIETY Naines 
after the title indicates, in order of 


Figures and names in 


| Benny Goodman... .Columbia 


(Earle; 2,350;  35-46-57-68). With | I Understand (2) Feist .....cccccsess . Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 
Knockout’ (WB) on screen and Bill! ( Bing Crosby Decca 
Robinson on stage. Stage bill is} 4. Dolores (1) Paramount ........eeeeees ental a Whetas 
surefire, but film isn’t lending much | ile ‘stad ae 
help. Rousing $24,000. 5. Stardust (13) Mills .......scsesesees AF say ayaa alannte ee 
Ciro Rimac, Indianapolis—(Lyric; | (Artie Shaw -- Victor 
1,900; 30-40-50). With vaude, and . {Tommy Dorsey fictor 
‘Sleepers West’ (20th) on screen 6. One I Love (6) Forster ........+..+00. ie Siagueels anon 
Film none too strong, and Holy : 
Week is a brake on the b.o. Combo; 7, May I Never Love Again (5) BMI .... ) Ted Weems -...Decca 
is heading for poor $6,000. ; | Bob Chestet - Bluebird 
Charlie Spivak, New York _ eae . { Sammy Kaye . Victor 
(Strand; 35-55-75-85-99). With ‘Sea nn Oe See TP See ‘* (Jimmy Dorsey} Decca 
Wolf’ (WB) on screen. In third-! _ , . . 
final week and dipping to $20,000,| 9. It All Comes Back to Me Now (3) BMI. | Eddy Duchin Columbia 
not good. Second week also fell off { ene Krupa ... ++ Okeh 
toward the end to finish at only | 


Band Played On (1) P.D., 


$30,000, as against an initial seven 
days’ grab of $43,000, excellent. 





(These records are directly below 


POP’S BUNCH DOES IT 





Jurgens Band Booked So New Girl Hello Ma, I Done It Again (Robbins)... 


Singer Can Be Heard 
Sorrento (Southern) .......... 





Milwaukee, April 8. 
When Dick Jurgens auditioned re- | 
cently, Bette Faeth, a Milwaukee girl, Dancing in the Dark (Chappell) 
won a contract end has since been! Music Makers (Paramount) ........ 
appearing with the band. Now Mil-| 
waukee Association of Letter Car- 


riers has Jurgens booked for annual | Perfidia (Southern) ....... passetunasies 
ball April 18 in the Milwaukee Audi- | 
torium. | 


Bette Faeth is the daughter of one, Wise Old Owl (BMI) 


of their members. 


eee eee eee eeeeee 


{ Guy Lombardo ....... Decca 
| Jesters 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


the first 10 in popularity, 


| ing in demand on the coin machines.) 


(Decca) ‘24 
+ 


(Victor), ‘Essential | 
‘Mid- | 


4 O'Connell coming in late for a rhythmic version in Spanish. 


but grow- | It sags too often. 


1,500 afternoon, 3,000 night at 45c-75c former and 55c-85c-$1.10 later. Arena 
‘seats 5,000. 


UD FEPHHO EEE FGGF6644F4446446466446466446464644664664444646644 


+ Coin-Catching Possibilities 


| PHFFFFFF444646466666666666466646646566664646466464646464646566 


Jimmy Dorsey ‘Yours’—When Sun Comes Out’ (Decca 3657) 
Another click side in ‘Yours.’ Though it’s not as strong as the same 
band’s ‘Amapola’ or ‘I Understand,’ the side is capable machine fare. Same 
vocal trail is followed; Bob Eberly ties it up in ballad tempo, Helen 
Reverse is 
a rare slow-paced vocal by Miss O'Connell. It's overshadowed. 
Harry James ‘Answer Man’—‘Ol’ Man River (Columbia 36023) 
Both good, First side is probably aimed to followup ‘Music Makers.’ 
It’s a good arrangement, solidly played, a rhythmic coin candidate that 
shows the James horn and band in a rich light. James’ muted trumpet 
and a neat Dick Haymes vocal tops the speedily-played backing. 
Artie Shaw ‘1 Cover the Waterfront’—Marinella’ (Victor 27362) 
| ‘Waterfront’ is a tasty few minutes. Side is the third of Shaw’s string 
of standard releases dressed up in fine modern arrangements. It easily 
| follows ‘Dancing in Dark’ and ‘This is Romance.’ 
capable rhumba number. 


| 
| 





Reverse is an equally 


Masters’ improved band rates ‘A’ for effort on the first side, a release 
that is a bit late. Crew turns in a light, rhythmic, commercial version of 
| the tune. However, it has Tommy Dorsey’s side to contend with. Masters 
| and Swingmasters vocal. Coupling doesn’t measure up; a weak tune. 


| 
“| Frankie Masters ‘Oh Look at Me Now’'—Braggin’ (Okeh 6107) 


Glenn Miller ‘Perfidia’—Spring Will Be So Sad’ (Bluebird 11095) 
‘Perfidia’ is getting new play, hence this release. It’s a saleable and 
listening cutting, typically Miller. Dorothy Claire and Modernaires vocal 
on a familiar track. Second, very slow, is weak. 


| Dick Robertson ‘Sidewalk Serenade’—‘Wise Old Owl’ (Decca 3659) 

| First is a listenable melody, lightly done. Okay machine stuff at ac- 
|celerated tempo. Robertson vocals. There are better versions of ‘Owl,’ 
though Robertson’s is satisfying enough. 

Danny Kaye ‘Jenny’—‘Tschaikowsky’ (Columbia 36025) 

Kaye's first recording is a rich example of the personality that has got- 
ten him wide notice, and he shows promise of a good future on discs 
He's a comedian first, but these tunes from his show, ‘Lady in the Dark,’ 
seem to go beyond the projection of a vocal off wax to relay the fresh, 
crisp delivery peculiar to him. Sides are cut with a chorus and produc- 
tion touches from the show. They’re neat. 





Bea Wain “My Sister and ’'—Afraid to Say Hello’ (Victor 27362) 
Miss Wain’s arrangement and vocal of ‘Sister’ is a solid bet, a commer- 
cial side though her work seems stilted bv 


that will ci 


an anxiety to cut a Versiol 


it cor ; n ’ : 
ut some ice in the SOONERS sweep. It will get a natural machine 


nHlav ‘ > ’ on — = 

play. ‘Hello’ is okay, a pep with no special recommendation. Benny 
Goodman (Columbia 36022) sliced his usual] tempo to a walk to make 
sister.’ Helen Forrest's vocal is easily as listenable as Miss Wain’s 


though the former does better at rhythm work. 
but slightly brittle, arangement. 
Reverse goes rhythmic, 
solos, 


She's backed by a simple 
clarinet is short but solid 


; a good side picking up a strong beat and good 
Miss Forrest vocals. 


Goodman’s 





| Tony Martin ‘Too Beautiful’—‘You Stepped Out of Dream’ (Decca 3645) 
Too Beautiful to Last’ is a weak melody from the film ‘Ziegfeld Girl.’ 


Martin does okay vocally, however, ‘You’ isn’t much 
stronger. Both sound like ‘situation’ tunes. 
} 














fElla Fitzgerald ...... Decca = on —_ 
*** ) Mitchell Ayres ....Bluebird |. Ham +4 MH 4 
pton Cuts in Chi 
seeeee Woody Herman ...... iniaina i i Gus Arnheim Into N. Y. 
Chicago, April 8. 
{Tommy Dorsey ...... Victor| Lionel Hampton band recorded 


| Woody Herman 
Artie Shaw 
Harry James 


{ Jimmy Dorsey 
+ Xavier Cugat .. 


eet fy 


phase Decca | four sides at the Victor studios last | 


+++. Wictor | 
Paced Columbia | by 
— | published song. 


| Russell Music firm. 


| Benny Goodman .Columbia 

{ Dick Robertson ...... Decca | 
rrr es Al Donahue ,. . Okeh 

| Joe Reichman ....... Victor 


Gus Arnheim band, which hasn’t 
| been around New York for some 
Three of the sides were originals | time, replaces the current Shep 

Hampton and only one was a/ Fields band at George White's Gay 
This was ‘Three| White Way April 16. Arnheim has 
published by the! spent most of his time on the Coast 
lately. 

Fields, who has been at the White 
stand since it opened last Dec. 
expects to reform the style of his 
' band after leaving. 


| week, 


| Quarter Boogie,’ 





Harry Morrissey, ex-Leighton 
Noble sax-clarinet man, fronting own 
band around Boston. 
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New York musicians union has set 


‘2 


out to 
auditoriums, outside of a 
leased quarters, 
staging of commercial 
with name dance bands. 
these to feel the union’s 
Old Gold's 
Officials 


regularly 


The first of ! 


of Local 802 


opinion that advertisers 


discourage the use of large | 
network’s | 

for the 
broadcasts | 


pressure is | 
Benny Goodman show. | 


Campus Best Sellers 


(DENVER UNIVERSITY) 


Denver, April 8. 
The six best record sellers to 


Denver University students are: 


2. AMAPCIS .cccce Jimmy Dorsey 
ae ee |” Bere ..Inkspots 
3. San Antonio Rose.Bing Crosby 
ee Artie Shaw 
5. Do I Worry?..Tommy Dorsey 
6. The Band Played On, 


Guy Lombardo 


‘High Schoolers 








ici are of the! 
in going be- 09 ven 
yond the usual studio precedents of 


a network or -station to collect a 
broadcast audience are taking ad- 
vantage of the union’s wage scale 
for commercial broadcasting. 
Union has never objected to studio 
audiences, believing this arrange- 


ment a custom and integral part of | 


the radio business, but it does fe¢! 
that when a commercial engages a 


huge hall and makes dancing during | 


or after the broadcast a part of the 
performance, as happened in the 
case of Old Gold, it is stepping out- 





| 
' 
{ 


| 


j 
' 


| high 


For the Draft :: 


First the elimination 
schocl band contest at the 
Flatbush theatre, Brooklyn, last week 


round of 


| was won by default when George 


j 


Brandt, house manager, refused to 


side the purview of the band’s radio | let one of the bands go on after 


employment. Old Gold abandoned getting a glance at the ‘boys’ who 
the dancing angle with last Mon-| manned it. House has been adver- 
day's (7) broadcast over WJZ, N.Y., 'tising the contest between four 


but the union, anyway banned the 
continued use of Manhattan Center, 
which has a seating capacity of 5,000 
persons, as the originating point for 
the program. Goodman’s broadcast 
that evening was held, as a result of 
the union taboo, in Studio 3B of 
NBC's Radio City plant. 

Local 802 also has a rule against 
originating broadcasts from = any 
place where admission is charged. 


KEMP VETS ASSEMBLE 
UNDER ART JARRETT 


Art Jarrett, singer-bandleader, 
will lead rebuilt Hal Kemp crew 
using the materiel] Kempt left when 
he died following a_ recent auto 
crash. Outfit is to open a_ three- 
month stay at the Blackhawk Cafe, 
Chicago, May 14. 
by as many of the men who were 
with Kemp when he died as can be 
rounded up. 


Blackhewk is spot where original 
Kemp outfit got its start in early 
30's 

New group goes into rehearsal 
next week. It will be managed by 
Alex Holden, Kemp’s manager and 
partner and as yet has not been 


aligned with booking office. 


802 Collects From Cafe 
For Tommy Reynolds 
New York local 802 of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians stepped 
into the Famous Door, N. Y., last 
week to collect two weeks’ salary 
owed to Tommy Reynolds orchestra. 
Band was scheduled to stay six 
weeks at the faded 52d street home 
of swing, but pulled out last Wednes- 
day (3) after three weeks. Union 
collected one week’s salary night 
band closed and drew a check for 
the second week’s payoff, which was 
to have been made good by Saturday 
night past. 
Skeets Tolbert outfit, a 
colored combo, 


any 


SIX-} 


reynolds 
re ynoias 


lece 


replaced 


802 Medical Fund Affairs 


New York local 802 of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians expects 
to be the beneficiary of a number of 
functions this summer the proceeds 


of which will go to replenish its de- | 


pleted Medica] 
benefit 


Fund. 
performances 


First of the 
goes on at 


Carnegie Hall, N. Y., April 23, a con- 
cert being given by the talent) 
from the Uptown and Downtown 


Cafe Society branches. 

The Society concert is the only 
idea to reach maturity so far, others 
are being mulled. One plan is a 
Series of weekly boat trips utilizing 
Name bands as the draw. 


ANNUAL NEGRO BALL 
Buffalo, April 8. 
Colored Musicians Assn. rounding 
up bands for its annual ball Sunday 
(13) in Esquire Ballroom at 65c tap. 
It will be the group’s 24th annual 
snindig. 





It will be staffed | 


Brooklyn high schools, the winners 
of two elimination showings to meet 
a third week for a $100 prize. 
Manager Brandt had Tilden | 
against Madison High scheduled for 
past week (3), but was forced to 
dig up a substitute when Tilden’s 
principal said he was against ‘com- 


mercializing’ a school band by al- 
lowing it to play in a theatre. Re- 
membering a youngster from Mid- 


wood High who had been pestering 
him for a chance to put a band into 
the competition, Brandt phoned and 


LINGERING BITTERNESS OF ASCAP-BMI 


WAR BREAKS UP SOME 15-YEAR FRIENDS 





BOSTON KEEPS $3 TAX 


Opponents Fail to Show Up to Vote 
It Out 


Boston, April 8 

The $3 per man broadcast tax will 
remein on the Musicians’ Union 
| books here for another year, as the 
| result of the vote last Thursday (3), 
|} when many tmusicians planning to 
|kill this tax failed to appear at the 
| meeting. President George Gibbs, of 
Local 9, opened the discussion by 
| emphatically stating his position and 
|urging the musiciens to retain the 


ggetrtomce Only two members spoke | 


opposition. Charles Friedman 
pee sr the use of money received 
|from the tax and requested an ac- 
| counting. 

Gibbs explained that $250 had been 
transferred to the charity fund of the 
Musicians’ Mutual Relief Society and 
$900 expended for pickets in front of 
|the Casino Theatre, where a non- 
| union orchestre performs daily. 

A motion was killed to charge 50 
cents per half-hour extra for con- 
tinuous dance music, 


over for further study by the com- 
| mittee. 





| being planned. 

Colleges and private schools were 
placed under first-class classification 
and as such are to be cherged two 
cents per mile each way from Boston 
for musicians playing these engage- 
ments. 


BEN SELVIN'’S 





told the 16-year-old to round up his | 


band and take Tilden’s 
the outfit hove into 
found that the embryo leader 
stocked his band with ringers. Says 
several men in the band were old 
enough to be fathers of high school 
kids. He couldn't let them go on. 


place. 


As a result of the mixup Brandt } 


had to apologize to a crowded house 
for not staging the first round of the 
contest and awarded the initial palm 
to Madison by default. Latter band 
filled stage time by giving an exhi- 
bition of its ability. 


CBS REMOTES OLSON 
FROM HOUSTON, TEX. 


George Olson orchestra will be 
each week through the 
Columbia Broadca Svstem. Ol- 
son is here at the Empire Room of 
the Rice Hotel. 


ulred twice 


ting 


This marks the first time that a 
egular network series has originated 
from this city. 


Ted Straeter Now Under 
{ William Morris Banner 


Ted Straeter band. currently at 
Fefe’s Monte Carlo, New York, has 
been gned to a management cor 
tract by the Wm. Morris agency, ane 
is to get a buildup as a society band 
Straeter has not been with ar ther 
agency in the past and |] made 
only a few records f ( i ) 

He’s personally managed by Ted 
Collins, and leads a choral g1 p or 
Kate Smith’s radio program, | é 


batoning his band 


IN PRAISE OF. FORESIGHT 


Diagram of 


Lopez Sends Set-up 

| Ahead of Arrival 

| Aviaewdele. Mas. Avril ® 
Vincent Lopez is credited with 


good business sense by Manager Roy 
| Gill of Totem Pole Ballroom here. 
because Lopez doesn’t play this spot 
until Friday and Saturday (18-19), 
but has already sent ahead a dia- 
|gram of the way he would like the 
bandstand set up and 
two pianos are to be tuned to each 
| other. 


also how the 


‘Thus last-minute details will not 
have to be rushed,’ said Gill, ‘since 
most orchestras do not arrive here 


before they are 
Lopez will 


until an hour or less 
ready to commence work. 
| find everything he requested. 


When | 
sigpt Brandt | 
had | 


WAX SURVEY 


PROGRESSES 


Ben Selvin, v.p. and recording 

| head of the AMP Studios and Muzak, 
retained by James C. 
American Federation of 


who was 
| Petrillo, 
Musicians prez, several weeks ago to 


make an exhaustive survey of mu- 


sician expenditures in the recording 


industry, has so far projected his 
| study to every field but coin-machine 
operation and radio stations. Ques- 
tionnaires will be addressed to the 
atter as Selvin has held a 
scheduled meeting with Neville Mil- 
ler, president of the National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters. The 
questionnaires will go oul 


as soon 


cOln- 
machine 
next week. 

Selvin has ended his 
quest for transcrip 
tion manufacture aph rec 
ord companies and advertising agen- 
cies. He must have this data collated 
and whipped into the form of a re- 
port by June 1 so that Petrillo can 
give the completed work a thorough 
preliminary to submitting 
AFM 

f 


weeks later in Seattle 


already ext 
information to 


rs, phonogl 


going over 


+ ¢ +) 


it to the convention wnhicn to 


held ty 
pe neia two 


Main purpose of this probe is to 
i I ! ) money f 
he rif © : € € 
¢ ( ( da ed I € 
red Mil I A T ‘ 
ermine vnat I be e 1 . 
e! hat regar« It ¢ rie 
e } I on gatnere 
how t the come fo 
r : ev 
t T ee rf t 
peleved, 
Th nestions in the 
The important questions in th 


einaiounies directed to transcrip- 
tion makers include (1) the number 
|of stations served with a library 
| service; (2) amount spent for mu- 
sicians over a period of years; (3) 
number of selections in the library, 
editions and deletions; (4) whether 
the library is sold outright or leased; 
and (5) extent of commercial re- 
cordings. The ad agencies inquiry 
concerns mainly the money spent in 
recent years for musicians on live 
and recorded programs. 


The probe has among other things 
disclosed that the once important 
importation of symphony masters 
from Europe has dried up and that 
huge expenditures are now made by 
American recorders for that type of 
j phonograph material. 


er a Feel the Force of Publisher Sentiment— 


Hotel Roosevelt, N. Y., Called N.A.B. Hangout 
Because of Band’s Regular Stand There 





A Natural 


Boston, 
Manager Ray 
mor 


April 8. 
Galvin, of Ray- 
and Playmor Ballrooms, is 


passing out nickels painted red 
at his boxoffices and at the re- 
freshment stands. 

Curious recipients are told 


that Red Nichols opens at the 
twin danceries on April 12 for 
five weeks. It’s an old Nichols 
gag. 








N.Y. Hotel Bands 
In Middle in Fight 


The resolve ‘No fee music for any- | 
one at anytime, enywhere,’ was held 


A 1% employment tax on all en- | 
gagements for the Good-Will Fund is | 





Dine and dance rooms 
major New York hotels are faced 


with a walkout by the New York{ ship of Carley Mills, a 
musicians union this week because| Writer for London Music Co., 


Sate ‘ ae ‘ | 
of a jurisdictional dispute over word Lombardo. 


| bardo’s 
| lishing house, 
| ence 


| handling of floorshow or bandstand 
spotlights. The tangle is between | 
the New York local of the Interna- 
tional All*sance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees and the Hotel & Club 
Employees Union Local 6, and the 
New York local (802) of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians, which 
is acting under a inter-craft agree- 


ment existing between itself and | 
ithe stagehands union. All unions 
concerned are affiliated with the' 


| American Federation of Labor. 


| The hotels involved are the New 
| Yorker, the Biltmore, the Park Cen- 
‘tral and the St. Regis. All these 
have for years had their spotlights 
handled by members of the hotel 
workers union and at various inter- 
vals the New York stagehands local | 
has sought to have these men re- 
placed by IA cardholders. 


to be affected first is the New 
Yorker. General Amusement corp. 
has already been informed that the 
Bobby Byrne band will not be per- 
mitted to open at that hotel Friday 
(11). Bands in the other spots will, | 
it is understood, be ordered out 
hortly afterward 

The question of Local 802’s acting 
oO ts craft obligatior came before 
the last convention of the AFM, and 
ex-president Joseph N. Weber moved 
that the matter be referred to the 

ternational executive board 


DON PEDRO, 3 OTHERS 
HURT IN CAR MISHAP 


C} i April ge 

D Pedr« orchestra leader and 

| entertaine i three mer 
¢ 4 orche ere r - 

) f y ¢ if } + 

veR 

r¢ ) ffere f I 
) es } ediately } f 
f exit from the ho t But the 
r ec he € P ad f f 
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Harry James to Lincoln 


Herry Ja 


mes band gets its first 


shot at a New York location job. 
Outfit goes into the Lincoln hotel 
April 25 for three straight months 


Maria Kramer, 
‘pot has an option on 
for next winter. Hotel 
onother outfit, not vet selecte 
the time between Tony Pastor’s 
tonight (Wed.) and James’ 
Booking is a surprise to 
inasmuch as the Kremer 
for some time been 
Consolidated a 
Corp. of America 
there are no 


way of split com 


and Mrs owner of the 
another three 
will brine in 
AaAétn 4) 
uu ; i 

exit 
opening. 
the biz 
jobs have 


Artists. 
books 


strings 


Music 
James and 
the 
any- 


attached in 
missions or 


Between Unions 


of four 


memes ¢ 


| fessional 
| to conceal a 


| Lombardos, 











Spot due | 


exclusives to, 


| ish citizen 


i he has 


Within 
music 


the ASCAP sphere of 
industry, 


the 
publishers and pro- 
managers make no efforts 
deep-felt hostility to- 
Lombardo brothers. The 
in this quarter is that the 
despite their close affil- 
iation with ASCAP, have since the 
outbreak of the ASCAP-radio war 
disclosed anything but a warm sym- 
pathy for the ASCAP membership’'s 
plight. 

The ASCAP publishers claim that 
the Lombardos, who hold both pub- 


ward the 
sentiment 


lisher (Olman Music Corp.) and 
| writer (Carmen Lombardo) mem- 
berships in ASCAP, have leaned so 
far the other way that the band’s 
regular stand, the Roosevelt hotel, 
N. Y., has become the favorite 


rendezvous for the big shots of the 
National Association of Broadcasters 
whenever they are in town. 

Attitude of the Lombardos during 


this period of disruption, and these 
publishers, has been one of the 
deepest disappointments that they 


had to bear. It has wrecked in many 
cases friendships of 15 years stand- 
ing. 


Contactmen’s union has turned 
down the application for member- 
contract 


the 
non-ASCAP firm controlled by Guy 
Jimmy Campbell, Lom- 
manager in the same pub- 
is expected to experi- 
difficulty when his own 
comes up before the 

Campbell is still a Brit- 
and the bylaws 
require that an applicant must either 
be an American citizen or prove that 
formally applied for such 
citizenship. 

In considering Mills’ application 
the union decided that the former 
Was primarily a songwriter and that 
his purpose in getting a union card 


some 
application 
same union. 


union’s 


| was to obtain plugs for his own 
| songs. Mills is one of four writers 
whom the Lombardos maintain to 
keep them supplied with new ma- 


terial for the waned Esther 


program, 


Different Band Weekly 
On ‘Birthday’ Pro:ram; 
Jimmy Dorsey o2 Tour 


When Jimmy Dorecey's bend takes 
to the road following its Strand the- 
tre. New York, date. which begins 
this week (11), it will be replaced 


on the Twenty Grand ‘Your Happy 


Birthday’ show Ed Wolfe agency, 
which produces the program, will 
thereafter use a different name band 
each week. There no definite date 
for Dorsey’s exit because the length 
of h vay at the Strand 5 aow! 
for either four or six week 
Originally the show was to follow 


Dorsey on the road, emanating from 


wherever he happened to be each 
Friday, but he has been di tisfied 
with the amount of time allotted to 
him and wants to step out Band is 
irrently at the Pennsyl' he 


Heidt’s Quiz Request 


H e Heidt at f e 

‘ ‘ CoO irt f y ns n 

to examine W iam F, P € 1 
Francis J. Purcell, attorney, before 
trial in connection with thei suit 
| against him for $5,600 for lega)] ser- 
| vices. Attorneys claim $600 for 


representing Heidt in his action 
against Virginia, Maree, Miriam, 
Jean and Helen Ahn, the Beach- 
combers Restaurant, Inc., and Monte 
Proser, while the $5,000 is for repre- 
senting Heidt and his wife in a di- 


vorce action. The first four femmes, 
as Le Ahn Sisters, allegediv broke 
a contract they had with Heidt to 
sing in Proser’s Broadway Nitery, 
The Beachcomber Helen Ahn is 
named as their mother and guard- 


ian. 

The attorneys have had a counter- 
action begun against them by Heidt, 
who claims as a result of their negli- 
sence he was forced to spend an ad- 
ditional $6,000 on legal fees fo: 
attorneys, 


other 


irate <6 ep pareceere oo agit eet 
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On the 


| PENCILLED IN YEAR AHEAD 


| Jimmy Dorsey Set for Another Penn- 


Upbeat 





Bus Brown, formerly with Tommy | 
Tucker, replaced Kenneth Benike in | 
Paul Pendarvis’ trumpet section in| 
Pittsburgh last week, Benike mov- | 


ing on to Sterling Young outfi.t 





Art Farrar opens spring and sum- | 
mer dance season at Junction Park, | 
New Brighton, Pa., on Monday (14). 





Everett Hoagland band begins 
four-week return engagement at Ca- 
sino, Pittsburgh, Monday (14). 





Lolita Cordoba’s rumba _ band, 
which has just closed at Latin Quar- 
ter in Miami, opens at El Chico, 
Pittsburgh, Saturday (12), replacing 
Don Mario orch. 


| weeks at 





Joe Villella band checks out of 
Balconades, Pittsburgh, this week | 
after six-month stretc': and opens 
Monday (14) at another Pitt nitery, 
the Oasis. 

Buddy Montan, 18, vocalist with 
Eddie Fitzpatrick’s orchestra, con- 
valescing in Wichita following emer- 
gency appendectomy in local hospi- 
tal. 





Doris Day leaving Les Brown 
band to marry Hal Jordan, trombon- 
ist with Jimmy Dorsey. Brown is | 
at Mike Todd’s, Chicago. | 

| 


| 
| 
' 
| 


Raymond Scott plays Preakness | 
ball this year. Dated May 10 at| 
Baltimore Armory. | 
} 

Benny Goodman has deferred a/! 
four-week stand at Meadowbrook, | 
Cedar Grove, N. J., until the fall. | 
Was scheduled for May 29. | 








Jean Browne now singing with | 
Vic Abbs’ band at Congress hotel, | 
Chicago. 





Bernie Cummins is dancing in the 
show at the Edgewater Beach hotel, | 
Chicago, as well as leading his band. | 

Alec Fila joins Will Bradley trum- 
pet section, replacing Berni’ Zudo- 
coff. Trumpets now will be held by 
Fila, Lee Castaldo and Tiger Poole, 
who returns from Ray Noble. 








Ray Conniff, trombone formerly 
with Artie Shaw, putting together 
an eight-piece combination of his 
own. 





Jana Lee has singing spot with 
Will Osborne. Latter’s first theatre 
date with new band will be at Par- 
amount theatre, Los Angeles, May 
15 or 22, 





Leonard Keller goes back into 
Bismarck hotel, Chicago, for three 
months, April 18. 

Dick Stabile headed for six ta 
eight weeks at Chatterbox, Moun- 
tain View, N. J., opening May 1. He 
follows Louis Prima, who opens to- 
morrow (Thurs.), replacing McFar- 
land Twins. 





Tommy Tucker plays Apple Fes- 
tival, Winchester, Va. May 2 for 


third straight year. Benny Goodman | 


plays it day before (1). 





Joe Venuti will be relief for Jim- 
my Dorsey at Pennsylvania hotel, 
New York, week of April 11. Dorsey 
will be doubling from hotel to 
Strand theatre. 





Orrin Tucker orchestra into the 
Aragon ballroom Chicago, starting 
May 11. 

Will Osborne’s band opens a series 
of engagements in Denver, April 18, 


| soundies and several transcriptions. 


| five-week stand at the Casa Manana, 


marry Edward P. Elliott, an English- 


| One 


sylvania Return 

Jimmy Dorsey band has been 
signed to return to the Pennsylvania 
hotel, New York, next January for 
14 weeks. Agreement brings Dor- 
sey bacx into the spot for the third 
straight vear and sets him for a 
stretch almost identical with the one 
he’s now finishing. Band exits the 
Penn next weck (18). 

Followin; theatres and one-night- 
ers the group makes a stand at the 
Sherman hotel, Chicago, for four 
weeks beginning June 27. 


of Arizona, April 26, and the Pan- 
Hellenic dance at the University of 
California, May 9. Band is also 
slated for a series of Sam Coslow’s 





orchestra 
July 22 


Barnet’s 
the Coast 


Charlie 
back to 


’ »<¢ 
goes 


for a 


Culver City. Last time Barnet was 
on the Coast his band was burned 
out of instruments and library in 
the fire that destroyed the Palomar 
Ballroom, Hollywood. 

Barnet opens tomorrow (Thurs.) 
at the Flatbush theatre, Brooklyn, 
He has let go Lena Horn, vocalist, 
who worked with him past two 
the Paramount theatre, 





Band Bookings 


Gus Arnheim, April 16, Gay White 
Way, New York City. 

Charlie Barnet, July 22, five weeks, 
Casa Manana, Culver City, Calif. 

Count Basie, May 2-4, State thea- 
tre, Hartford, Conn. 


New York. 

Ruby Newman will play the wed- 
ding reception for Eleanor Roosevelt, 
niece of the President, scheduled to 


man, on April 12 at Dedham Polo Henry Busse, April 21-22, West- 

Club. Dedham, Mass., with Mrs.’ wood Club, Little Rock, Ark.; 26, 

F.D.R. attending. Aud., Columbus, O.; May 2-3, Mis- 

es sissippi’ State C., Statel College, 

Frank Fleming, for years first Miss.; 16, U. of Pennsylvania, Phila- 
trumpet with Guy Lombardo, has delphia. 

joined Eddie LeBaron’s orchestra, Cab Calloway, April 17, Palais 


currently at the Hotel Book Cadillac Royale, South Bend@, Ind.; 18, Cleve- 


Casino, Detroit. He will also take Jjanqd hotel, Cleveland. 
over the ballad sing#g. LeBaron 


Larry Clinton, April 11, Masonic 
| Temple, Detroit; 12, IMA Aud., Flint, 
| Michigen; 13, Cocoanut Grove, To- 


also has added a second piano to his 
orchestra, Irving Priesler. 





Ray Galvin’s Eastern Orchestra 16, John Carroll U., Cleveland. 
Service, Boston, has a large parade Saxie Dowell, April 12, 
of bands set for a series of one-|Cjyb Milwaukee. 
nighters in New England, among) 
them: Johnny Long, May 16-31; 
Tommy Reynolds, April 17-20 and 
May 16-24; Will Bradley, May 21-29; 


Duke Ellington, April 13, Automo- 
bile Bldg., Dalles; 14, Palace Park, 
Shreveport, La.: 15, Murphy's Skating 





Earl Hines, April 25-26; Bunny Beri- | Rink, Alexandria, La.; 16, Pilgrim 
gan, April 25-26; Guy Lombardo for Aud., Houston; May 6, Sheboygan 
Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., | theatre, Sheboygan, Wis.; bi RKO 
June 13 week; Bobby Byrne, Totem theatre, Appleton, Wis.; 8, Kenosha 
Pole B.. June 20 week. theatre, Kenosha, Wis. 
Benny Goodman, May 1, Apple 
Sam Latimer inducted into Army. Festival, Winchester, Va. 


George Hall, May 
New York City. 


of few original men of Dean 9, Fordham U., 


Hudson orchestra, leaving triple job 


|as manager, singer and drummer. | Bob Hardy, April 19, Junior As- 
Sid Barbeto, out of Eddie De Lange’s | sociation of Commerce Ball, Hotel 
|band, replaced Mahlon Clark on/| Statler, Boston: April 25, battle of 
third alto, with Hudson, Clark going | music with Larry Clinton, Massa- 


to Will Bradley. , chusetts Institute of Technology In- 
| ter-Fret Bal’. Hotel Statler. 
or- Woody Herman, April -12-14, 
chestra today (9) for ten days at | Metropolitan theatre, Providence, R. 
| Bermuda Terrace of Hotel Bruns- | 15, Grotto Park, Elmira, N. Y.; 
wick, Boston, in addition to conduct- | 16. Yankee Lake, Brookfield, O. 
| ing his band booking agency here. Earl Hines, May 5, Warehouse, 
| He will have Jini Wilson, formerly | Petersburg, Va.: 6, Armory, Rich- 
| dancer in Rudy Vallee show troupe, |™ond, Va.; 24, U. of Dubuque, Ia. 
land Andy Ames as vocalists. | Ina Ray Hutton, May 2-4, Adams 
| : _ theatre, Newark. 
| Three Treys, staff trio at WBEN,| Isham Jones, May 2. 
| Buffalo, into Hobart’s Grill, Buffalo. Dance, Rock Mount, N. C. 
aes Al Kavelin, April 12-13, Lakeside 

| Dean Hudson set for a Fitch Band Park. Dayton, O.; 14, Oriental B.. 
| Wagon shot, in mid-May, and two/|Galatzin, Pa.; Highlands Club, Galt, 
| weeks at Cavalier Beach Club start- Ontario: 17, Capitol theatre. Niagara 
| ing June 1. Falls, N. Y.; 18, Union C., 
—__— ance, O.; 19, Saginaw, Mich.; 0. 
Meedowbrook Park. Bascom, O.; 23, 
Greystone B., Detroit. 

Leonard -Keller, April 18, three 
months, Bismarck hotel, Chicago. 





Roy Rogers opens with his 





Gallopede 


Betty McIntyre, Toledo, has joined 
| Michael Loring’s orchestra in Cin- 
| cinnati as vocalist. 





Lee Kyser, bass, is new vocalist Ted Lewis, May 9, Tower theatre. 
| with Joe Frasetto’s WIP, Philly, Kansas City. 
| house band. Enoch Light, May 2, Plzeza hotel, 
—_——- New York, one night. 
Anson Weeks returns to work Johnny McGee, April 13, Rivoli 


| with his band at the Club Trocadero, theatre, Rutherford, N. J. 14, 
| Henderson, Ky., May 12. He's been O’Dell’s, Poughkeepsie, N. Y.: 15, 
| recovering from auto smash injuries, Millsboro School, Millsboro, Del. 
Vaughn Monroe, May 5-7, Plym- 
| Dave Jacobs rejoined the Tommy Outh theatre, Worcester, Mass.; Mey 
| Dorsey trombone section in plece of 9-11, Metropolitan theatre, Provi- 
Les Jenkins, who went to dence, R. I.: May 16-18, State thea- 
Texas. tre, Hartford, Conn. 


home 


eae Red Nichols, April 13, Hofbrau 
: 4 — szawrence. Mass.: April 25, Pe ce 
Tie Gulaar makes his first record- L wrence. M SS.3 April 25, Pembroke 
. “i a : College. Providence. R. I 
ing date for Victor domestic release R Nobl April 20. P 
7 : ay Noble, April 2 aramoun 
next week. He’s been cutting for ; ’ rca 


theatre, Hammond, Ind.: 22 

















with a junior prom at the University | export. theat Oshkosh. Wi Page aery 
oo sean: - ~ heatre, shkosh, Is.; 23. Mani- 
towoc theatre. Manitowoc, Wis.: 24 

LISTE) , TO Kenosha theatre, Kenosha. Wis.: 26- 


In Her Greatest 


DECCA 





since “‘Tisket-Tasket’’ 


““MUFFIN MAN’’ 


BACKED BY 


“PM THE LONESOMEST GAL IN TOWN” 


Personal Management 


GALE, INC., 48 West 48 St., New York 


28, Davenport theatre, Davenport, 


Ia 

Will Osborne, May 15 or 22, two 
weeks, Paramount theatre, Los An- 
geles. 

Boyd Raeburn, April 13, Rink B., | 


AND HER FAMOUS ORCHESTRA 


Waukegan, III. 
Adrian Rollini, April 15, 
weeks, Doc’s Tavern, Baltimore. 


three 


Nursery Rhyme 


Ball, Armory, Baltimore. 

Charlie Spivak, April 11-14, Adams 
theatre, Newark. 

Dick Stabile, April 21, Brunswick 
hotel, Boston: May 1, six weeks, 
Chetterbox, Mountain View, N. J. 

Tommy Tucker, May 2, Apple 
Festival, Winchester, Va.: 16, News- 
paper Guild hop, Manhattan Cen- 
we 3. ¥. &. 

Joe Venuti, April 11-19, Pennsyl- 
vania hotel. New York. 

Ran Wilde, April 29, indef., 
out House, Covington, Ky. 


No. 3666 


Look- 








sledo, O.; 15, Graystone B., Detroit; | 


Athletic | 


Alli- | 


Raymond Scott, May 10, Preakness 


Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (March 31-April 6). Total represents accumulated 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to l a.m. (Dropped 
for some months, persistent trade demand prompted resumption of the 
plug’s breakdown even though ASCAP tunes obviously can’t be logged.} 
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Decca Records has sliced Louis Armstrong’s recording band from its 
normal 15-piece size to seven men and figures to continue cutting future 
releases with that number of instruments. So far Armstrong has made 
two dates with the curtailed combo, but only one of the records made 
has been released and that in an album of jazz. It is titled ‘219 Blues.’ 

Decca figures that as far as record buyers are concerned the attraction 
is Armstrong’s trumpet and the less men used the less his work will be 
interfered with. Attitude is the reason for so many name leader-instru- 
mentalists forming small combos from within their big bands. It gives 
them a chance to exercise their specialty free of confining big band ar- 
rangements, 

Armstrong’s full group is at Loew’s State theatre, N. Y., this week. 

For first time in his career Cab Calloway was forced to forego a sched- 
uled date last week. Leader came down with grippe in Detroit Saturday 
| (5) and was ordered to return to New York by his doctor. He finished 
| that night’s stand at Eastwood Ballroom, but missed following day’s (6) 
booking at the Palace theatre, Anderson, Ind. Band played without him, 
There will be an adjustment, probably a return date. 

Leader is currently at home in N.Y., but expects to train out tomorrow 
night (Thurs.) to begin a three-day stand at the Palace theatre, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., Friday (11) Fortunately for this circumstance he had no 
dates booked between Anderson and Ft. Wayne. 





Harry James plans to bring his wife and one-month-old son together 
with his dad, Everette James, from Beaumont, Texas, to live with him in 
New York City. His wife, former Louise Tobin, was vocalist with Benny 
Goodman. His father will teach all wind instruments in N. Y. studio. 


BUS BREAKDOWN 
| SPOILS MICH. PROM 


Detroit, April 8. 


Music Notes 


Ken Morgan named to head the 
Coast office for Mills Music. 


Bronislau Kaper assigned to score 


, ; . Constant bus breakdown during 
next Greta Garbo picture at Metro. the 290-mile hop prevented Ray 
an Herbeck’s orch from playing the 

Raoul Kraushaar scoring Repub- Michigan College Prom at Hillsdale 


lic’s “Thunder Over the Ozarks.’ }on Saturday (5). Studes were forced 


| Se. to dance to discs and a remote set 
David Snell composing the score | for WJBM had to be cancelled. 
for ‘Dr. Kildare’ picture at Metro, | Herbeck, whose outfit finally ar- 


_ “ae | rtved at midnight, is pondering some 
Carl Hoff and Everett West col- | sort of restitution to the hoppers. 


laborated on ‘Thoughts of You.’ ie 

Gerard Carbonara drew the mu- Cla d - 
sical scoring chore on ‘The Night of u e Hopkins Bankrupt 
Claude D. Hopkins, Negro orch 
leader, filed a voluntary petition of 


January 16th’ at Paramount. 
bankruptcy in the N. Y. federal 
- : court Saturday (5), listing $3,770 in 
liabilities and $10,866 in assets. Prac- 
tically all assets are exempt and in- 





Arthur Johnston, composer, is 
back in Hollywood after an absence 
of six years, 


Robert Dolan was assigned as mu- 
sical supervisor on ‘The Birth of the 





Blues’ at Paramount. clude $2,741 debts due on open ac- 
counts, $4,000 in insurance policies, 
Cy Feuer composing background and $4,050 on exempt properties. 


music for ‘Angels 
Wings’ at Republic. 


With Broken| Wages owed total $295 and the 


| William Morris Agency is owed $750 





|for commissions and monies ad- 
Frank Loesser und Victor Schert- | vanced, 
zinger turned in ‘I Never Let a/' Assets include eight published 


Day Go By,’ to be sung in ‘Kiss the 


songs which total $25, and claims 
Boys Goodbye’ at Paramount, er ea ee 


| : 
| against various persons and corpora- 





‘i Peet tions. Some of these are suits 
Famous Music publishing score of | against the Ammor Record Co. of 
‘Ridin on a Rainbow’ (Gene Autry | Detroit, $450: the Club Conga, 
a by Jean Herbert and Don | gpringfield, $133; the Roosevelt The- 
a ge. 


| atre, Pittsburgh, $355, and the Place 


| Amusements, Inc., of Newport.News, 
Harold Seader, formerly Boston ya. $500. 


rep for Mercer-Morris and Crawford 
Music, is new New England rep for | 
Broadcast Music, Inc. 








Frederick Hollander composed two 
songs to be sung by Marlene Diet- 
Gene de Paul and Don Raye writ-| rich in ‘Manpower’ at Warners. 
ing ditties for the next Abbo.t and | Tunes are ‘I'm in No Mood for Music 
Costello picture, ‘We’re In the Navy | Tonight’ and ‘He Lied and I Lis- 
| Now,’ at Universal. | tened.’ 
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~ EB Marks Spurns Kaye’s Plea 





Sees No Reason for Not Collecting as Before Through 
BMI-Licensed Stations 





Sydney M. Kaye, counsel and v.p 
of Broadcast Music, Inc., has failed 





+ 
4 


jn his efforts to induce E. B. Marks, a 
BMI affiliated publisher, to accept a, 
2c royalty on transcription music. | 


Marks, who has a five-year contract 


with BMI at $250,000 a yeer, retorted | 
that he had been accustomed for | 
years to collect a minimum of $15 
annually for sustaining uses on each | 
tune and an additional 25c per com- 
mercial performance and thet he saw 
no reason for giving up such re- 
turns. 

contended from way back that copy- 


right owners are not justified in 
treating transcriptions any different 


| 


Chi Tin Pan Alley Ball 


Chicago, April 8. 
Annual! Tin Pa. Alley Ball will be 
held in the Terrace Room of the 
Morrison hotel here on April 28. 
This is dance by the Professional 
Music Men's Chicago chapter. Ex- 
pects to raise between $1,000-$2,000. 





BMI WRITER 


As policy maker for BMI, Kaye has | 


than phonograph records and that | 


they should be satisfied to collect on 
transcriptions the maximum fee, 2c, 
as provided for under the compul- 
sory provisions of the copyright law. 
In his discussion with Kaye on the 
subject Marks heatedly rejected 
Kaye’s line of legal reasoning as 
absurd and advised the BMI lawyer 
that he expected radio stations li- 
censed by BMI to pzy the 25c com- 
mercial fee on each use. 

Another BMI affiliate, Ralph 
Peer’s Southern Music Co., has re- 


tion issue to the extent that it is col- 
lecting but $7.50 per master on sus- 
taining uses. 


CARMICHAEL’S $20,000 
CLAIMS ON MILLS COS. 


Hoagy Carmichael, songwriter, 
filed suit Monday (7) in N.Y. su- 
preme court against Mills Music, Inc. 
and Gotham Music * Service, 
seeking damages of $20,000 for al- 
leged failure to pay foreign royal- 
ties on a number of his songs. 


The contracts for the songs date 
from 1924 to recently. Songs in- 
volved in the action are ‘What Kind 
O’ Man is You,” ‘Stardust.’ ‘Manhat- 
tan Rag,’ ‘River Boat Shuffle,’ ‘Bone- 
lard Shuffle,” ‘Washboard Blues,’ 
‘March of the Hoodlums,’ ‘Harvey.’ 
‘Barbaric,’ ‘High and Dry,’ ‘South 
Breeze’ and ‘My Sweet.’ 

On each of these Carmichael was 
to recelve from 22% to 33%, plus 2c 
on pianoforte sales. On ‘Stardust’ 
for example, he claims he was paid 
for 507.530 in sales, while actuallv 
there were 492,470 more copies sold. 


PIANO SALES BOOMING 


Selz 








Predicts Industry’s Best Year 
Now in Full Gallop 


Boston, April 8 
This year will be the greatest 
piano sales history, Lawrence H. Selz 
of the National Piano Manufacturing 
Association told a gathering of 100 
New England retail dealers attend- 
ing the Piano Sales Clinic at the 
Parker house here. Last year 136.700 
pianos were sold, and the association 
is looking for the market this year 
in the homes of 5,000,000 men, women 
and children taking piafio lessons. 
“Music heard the air and at 
the films is responsible for the up- 


in 


over 


turn in consumer demands for the 
product,’ said Selz. ‘The streamlined 
models, the spinet and midget instru- 
ments, together with academic mu- 


s1C appreciation courses, are also fac- 
tors for the banner year.’ 

Spéakers at the clinic were Jerome 
F. Murphy, president of M. Steinert 
& Sons, who was chairman; Harry 
Hartford of the Paine Furniture 
Company; P. A. O'Connell, president 
of E. T. Slattery Company, and R. B. 
Brown, Jr., of Boston Edison Com- 
pany. 


Ennis Set f for Okeh 


Though contracts have not been 
Signed to date, the Skinnay Ennis 
band has been assigned to Colum- 
bia Records’ Okeh label for popular 
recordings. Ennis’ crew is a couple 
years old, but so fer has not made 
any pop sides for any company. It 
as been on the Bob Hope radio 
Program for the last couple seasons. 
Ennis expects to work east this 
summer after the Hope show takes 
its hot period sabbatical. It has 
men ‘er been closer to the eastern ter- 
-nver, 





CHECKS OUT: 


Broadcast Music, Inc., has just dis- 
tributed royalty checks among its 
writers for the period ending Dec. 
31, 1940. The payoff as far as sheet 


music copies and recordings were | 


concerned was made according to the 
fees stipulated in BMI’s original 
contract, while the amount of per- 


| formance coin was determined by 
| what BMI can estimate ‘with some 


accuracy.’ These writer checks con- 
tained amounts which ranged from 


laxed its position on the transcrip- | several hundred dollars to $1.60. 


Because PMI’s logging department 
has run into somé difficulties BMI 
writers won't get their statements 
for the period ending March 31 un- 
til May 15. On checking some counts 
clerical errors were found and it was 
decided to do some readjusting of 
| the logging system. It is proposed 


'to make the performance payments 


|per station. 
'for air uses up to Dec. 31 BMI, 


Inc. | 


on the basis of le per performance 
In paying the writers 
it 
was explained, used the January 
count of its logging department for 
estimating what was due them. 


PAULL-PIONEER SETTLES 
WITH COHAN FOR $5,000 


George M. Cohan is $5,000 richer 











‘new 


as result of a settlement in the suit | 


brought 
mond and Max Mayer, doing busi- 
ness as the Paull-Pioneer Music Co. 
Action was being tried before Judge 


Henry W. Goddard in N.Y. federal 
court when an agreement was 
reached. 


Suit claimed failure to pay royal- 
on 49 songs written by Cohan 
prior to 1908, given to Fred A. 
( (ooery? Mills, to publish, and finally 

inding up with the defendants, 
“ whe secured the copyrights follow 
ing Mills’ bankrupey. An account- 
ing of profits had been asked. 


ties 


Stoki’s Youth Encore 


Atlantie City, April 8. 
Leopold Stokowski’s second All- 
Ame! 1 Youth Orchestra rehearsals 
will ‘ha hel 1 in this resort beginning 
April 27. As last year, Mayor Tom 


Taggart will have beachfront hotels 


put up Stoki and his musicians on 
the cuff and Frank Gravatt is giving 
use of Steel Pier Marine Ballroom 


for rehearsals 

First concert will be given May 11 
at Convention Hall before orchestra 
leaves on its cross-country tour. Be- 
cause no Philadelphia concert is to be 
this time, A.C. expects concert 
to be outstanding. 


given 


debut 


against Maurice A. Rich-| goes 


; Was 


‘TWO HITS FOR TWO BITS’ 


That’s Sales Slogan of New Drug- 
Store Phonograph Discs 
Boston, April 8. 
‘Two hits for two-bits’ is the slogan 
of new phonograph record, the Vik- 
ing, that went on sale last week in 
drug and variety stores here, with 
Myer J. Reiser of Greater Boston | 
Distributors, Inc., in charge of this 
territory. 
Recordings are made by Nu-Pho-| 
Nic Corp. of New York City, to sell | 
to dealers for 19 cents end 25 a 








at retail. All records are on consign- 
ment and records that do not sell in 

a store will be shifted to another, 

according to Reiser. 

Reiser was distributor of the om | 
of the Week’ records that sold as 
high as 40,000 per week in 1931-32. 

The records are shatter-proof and 
made of a special composition. 

The first three issued: ‘It All Comes 
Beck to Me Now’ coupled with ‘Acci- | 
dentally on Purpose’ by Jack Tea- 
garden with vocals by Lynne Clark; 
‘Frenesi’ and ‘Here’s My Heart’ by 
Teagarden with vocals by David 
Allen; ‘High On a Windy Hill’ and 
‘Ay, Ay, Ay,’ by Kay Thompson with 
Jack Hastings orchestra. 

Distributor supplies e durable rack 
for recordings and already sales have 
been reported as good. New issues 
every two weeks. 


ASCAP MEETING 
MONTANA 
RADIO MEN 








McCosker Huddles With Paley 


Lead to False ASCAP Rumors: 
Talks Not About Music Issue 





British Best Sellers 


(Week Ending March 1) 


CY FOROVE ockcidsciccnss SE 
Room 504.......cee....Chappell 
/ oe et: Prowse 
Down Every Street. .Cinephonic 
We Three......Bradbury Wood 
COE EVO ATO. kos vec cess FDH 
Another Day..........Southern 
Sergeant Major...... Cinephonic 
Ferryboat Serenade.........Sun 
SN kick tas ud caceceas Gay 








ASCAP CANCELS 
CBS ACTION 


ASCAP obtained a discontinuance 
in the N. Y. federal court Monday (7) 
of the first suit it filed following the 
break with the major part of the 
broadcasting industry Jan. 1. The 
suit, filed in behalf of Robbins Music 
Corp., named CBS as defendant. It | 
has since been found that two of the | 
writers of the number, Benny Good- 
man and Edgar Sampson, had as- 
signed their performing rights else- 
where. 

Tune involved 





was ‘Don’t Be That 
Way’ and was originated from WEEI, 
Boston, Jan. 1. The third writer of 
the song was Mitchell Parish, a Rob- 





Group of Montana broadcasters is | 
scheduled to meet with ASCAP in 
the liatter’s New York offices today 
(Wednesday) the work out a settle- 
ment of their past differences and a 
licensing contract. ASCAP’s | 
progress on other broadcasting | 
fronts, including the Mutual Net- 
work, hasn't amounted to much dur- 
ing the past week. The ASCAP 
radio committee has still to furnish 
Mutual with requested data on how 
much the music would cost under } 
various plans. 

If a deal with the Montana yroup 
through ASCAP will 
cleared up one of the most thorny | 
situations in its history. That state 
among the first to pass anti- | 
ASCAP legislation and the litigation | 


| 
have | 


which followed was marked by} 
scores upon scores of infringement 
filed by ASCAP against local calateoalll 
casters. 

ASCAP has so far failed to produce | 
anything that could serve as the | 
basis for negotiations by Mutual. 
Impression gathered is that ASCAP 
is not anxious to rush into a contract 
with any quarter of the broadcasting 
industry which might in the end 

| prove a stumbling block for the So- 
ciety im negotiations elsewhere and 
result in substantial limitation of the 
money that ASCAP might draw 
from radio. ASCAP members show 
no indications of pressing its nego- 


three mor 


tiations committee into making a set- 
tlement and this lack of insistence 
might be due to the circumstance 
that the publishers have been col-| 
lecting big checks on phonograph 
records and a number of songs are 
beginning to show of reaching 
best seller through 
phonograph ASCAP*‘s 
from than radio 


@ il 
ah the first 


or 


signs 
ctatiic heerly 
Status sneerly 
1gs 


irces otner 


: Ty 
record pli 
incon so 
for 


show ige increase 


ths of this year. 


| Association, 


| ‘Co inty 


bins contract writer and ASCAP 
member. 


AN “ASCAP ON PARADE’ 
CONT INUES OVER KMAC| 


San Antonio, April 8. 
This city is continuing presenting 
a series of broadcasts titled ‘ASCAP 
| on Parade.’ This is a two ar 
| hour continuous broadcast each Sat- 


urday night over. Station KMAC, 
!only local station with ASCAP 
| license. 


Broadcasts are made up of listen- 
ers’ requests, and are being spon- 
sored by the San Antonio 
bottlers of Pearl Beer. 
Deal was set through the Jack Pit- 
luk agency. 


WHDH Drops BMI Music 


Boston, April 8 

WHDH has not renewed with 
Broadcast Music, Inc., because 
‘There are not enough BMI tunes to 
warrant the large expend ture,’ said 
manager John Matheson, and so the 
station will continue solely with 
ASCAP music. 

‘We have so much ASCAP music 
on hand that it seems better for us, 
he explained. ‘Being a part-time 
station we have to watch our ex- 
| penditures more closely.’ 

Smiley Burnette vyrote three 
songs, ‘Jest Come On In,’ ‘Ain’t Life 
Swell’ and ‘Seven Seas’ for Repub 
lic’s ‘Singing Hills.’ Also sold ‘You 
Can’t Always, Sometimes, Most Al- 
ways Tell,’ to Republic for use i 

Fair 


Disk Royalties Zoom As Standards 
Get Special Attention Due To Air Ban 


ASCAP publishers who 


can standard tunes have found the 


| long lists of the more popular Ameri- | 
come American 


break with the network quite e boon | 


as far as phonograph record royalties 


are concerned, Latest royalty state- 


ments from Victor credit such firms 
with abnormally high returns and 


among those to whom big payoffs 
fell this time on that particuler score 


are Harms, Inc., Witmark, Remick, 


T. B. Harms and Mills @usic, Inc 
In the catalogs of this group are 
found the works of Victor Herbert 
Jerome Kern, Sigmund Romberg 


control | George Gershwin, Cole Porter and a 


host of others whose works have be- 
folklore. 

With the music of these composers 
not available on the network end 
most of the independent stations the 
public has turned recorded ver- 
sions as a substitute. The stimula- 
tion of sales in the standard field has 
been so great the royalty dis- 
tribution from the phonograph rec- 
ord agora for ASCAP fection 
of the industry this time was almost 
as big as it had been for the previous 
payoff per Because of the small 
nber of new ASCAP tunes 

time ik 


to 


tnat 


the 


iod. 
riding 
radi 


of the ore wit 


it had been expected that Victor's 


Misinterpretation of the basis for 


| William S. Paley’s activities in the 
| Mutual Network camp last week 
| caused much suspicion and dismay 
among ASCAP officials. As it 





turned out the CBS president's dis- 
cussions in that quarter had nothing 
to do with musie but rather with the 


matter of inducing Mutual to ally 
| itself with Columbia and NBC on the 


monopoly question now pending be- 
|fore the Federal 
Commission. 
When ASCAPites learned that Al- 
fred J. McCosker, president of WOR, 
of Mu- 
had spent several hours 
with Paley 
gan to wonder whether 
interested himself the 
agreement talks going on between 
Mutual and ASCAP. Also whether 
what the nervous ASCAPites were 
prone to term a ‘cross’ was in the 
offing. The information about the 
Paley-McCosker meeting immedi- 
| ately put ASCAP’s radio committee 
on its guard and it became pessi- 
mistic about reaching an early settle- 
ment with Mutual. Later in the 
week this committee’s suspicions 
were dispelled by assurances from 
Mutual that it was anxious to work 
out an agreement on its own and 
| the ASCAP committec proceeded to 
| put the finishing touches to the per 


Communications 


Newark, and chairman the 
tual board, 
in discussion be- 
had 


licensing 


they 
Paley 
in 


| program formula that Mutual had 
asked it to prepare. 
Paley’s concern with Mutual, as it 


| developed, arose from his anxiety of 


| that network’s viewpoint on the 
| monopoly issue. In hearings held 
before the FCC Mutual played the 


1d a half | 


Brewing | 


role of the accuser and ever since 
then it has held to a position of 
opposing exclusive contracts with af- 
filiated stations, multiple network 
ownership, etc. What talks that 
Paley, it was said, has held with 
the Strauses’ who own WOR, have 
had to do completely with Mutual's 
stand on the monopoly question. 
Paley is reported to have taken the 
matter up also with the Chicago 
Tribune interests, which own WGN, 
another major Mutual stockholder. 


Hotels Fought ASCAP But 


Author of Bill Reveals 


Comprehensive Ignorance 


Columbus, April 8 

Ohio’s anti-ASCAP measure, legis- 
lative House Bill 616, probably died 
last week when the judiciary com- 
mittee referred it to a sub group for 
additional consideration Although 
officially still a live bill, fact that 
legislature will adjourn within three 
weeks makes further action an im- 
possibility 

Second hearing on bill last Wed- 
nesday (2) was one in which the 
author of H.B. 616, Herschel Mowrey, 
executive secretary of the Ohio Ho- 
tels’ association, paved way for the 
committee’s unfavorable action b' 
displaying ignorance as to the exact 
status of both ASCAP and BMI as 
‘monopolies’ operating in Ohio, con- 
tradicting himself at every turn 
John G. Paine flew in fre New 
York for the hearing, but after 
Mowrey killed his own bill the com- 
mittee decided against letteng the 
ASCAP general manager bury it 
Radio men, on hand to object on 
grounds that BMI was an innocent 
| bystander, were likewise denied 


royalty divvy would be greatly re-| 


duced. 


An outstanding exemple of Victor 


a standard number is the 
accounting given Mills Music on two 
recordings of ‘Star Dust.’ Both ver- 
sions, one by Artie Shaw and the 
other by Tommy Dorsey, had been 
leased by Victor at the same time 
and the statement for the first per 
credits Shaw with 103,757 copies 
Dorsey with 101,575 copies. 
the letter twosome cut the ni 
Mills has Decca to 
version of ‘Star th G 


bardo, while C will 


sales on 


iod 
and 
Since 
imber 
make 
iv Lom- 
ne 


: , ; 
inauced a 


ao oO 


right to speak. 


Jan Peerce’s Victor Discs 





Jan Peerce, tenor of the Radio City 


Music Hall, has been signed to a 
os contract by RCA Victor. 
Peer previous recording con- 
nections were with Royale, for 
which he recorded a number of 
semi-classical songs. He is now on a 
concert tour and is expected to sing 
vith the San Francisco and Chicage 
Opera companies this season, and is 
mentioned as a possibility at the Met 
‘for the 1941-42 season 
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Larsen Takes N.Y. Hurricane, Planning | 
Name Acts; Orientalizing Queen Mary 


a | 





Mike Larsen, who operates the 
Queen Mary and Iceland ni ®ries in 
New York, both smorgasbord spots, | 
has taken over the Hurricane’s lease, 
which has nine more years to go, 
and will veer away from the Swedish 
and Norse motif with emphasis on 
name acts. Larsen figures that the 
Hurricane, which got jammed and 
lost its liquor license recently, can 
catch class trade with ‘he right type 
of name talent. It will be reopened 
in May, possibly under a new tag 
and with a different decor. 

Meantime, Larsen is dropping the 
Svenska motif also from the Queen 
Mary, East 58th street spot, which 
becomes the Forbidden City, N. Y. 
counterpart of the nitery of that 
name in San Francisco. It will fea- 
ture an all-Oriental floor show 
booked by Carlton Hub, with Ruth 
Sato as m.c. Kimi Toye is another 
likelihood for the Chinese revue. 
With the new decor will come a new 
motif in cuisine, 100% Oriental. Wil- 
liam Poy Lee, national president of 
the Chinese Citizens Alliance of, 
America, will operate the spot for | 
Larsen. 

Vincent Lopez, last maestro at the} 
Hurricane when it folded, bid for the 
place, as did Lew Walters, of Boston; 
Sonny Barkin, of Miami Beach, and 
Abe Ellis, the coatroom concession- 


Slightly Monotonous 


George Brandt, manager of the 
Flatbush theatre, Brooklyn, ran into 
one of those situations this week 
that give vaudfilm managers the 
d.t.s. He was confronted with three 
different versions of ‘Man I Love’ 
itemed as part of the repertoire of 
three separate acts. Helen Morgan 
always uses it in stage appearances. 
‘Ina Ray Hutton’s band had an ar- 
rangement of it earmarked as a 
super-super in its books, and Frances 
Faye included the melody as an 
interpolation in a pop tune. 

Brandt didn’t get things complete- 
ly straightened, however. It’s be- 
ing used twice, by Miss Morgan and 
Miss Faye. Miss Hutton dropped | 
hers. 


WLW’S JAMBOREE SET 
FOR THEATRE DATES, 


Cincinnati, April 8. 
WLW's Boone County Jamboree, 
stage-and-air show, is booked for the 
|Lyric, Indianapolis, the week of 
: April 18, and for the RKO Colonial, 
— | Dayton, the following week. The 
| hillbilly opry played both houses the 
| same time last year. Its acts will 


STANLEY, PITT, DROPS | pipe their ‘Top of the Morning’ pro- 
VAUDE FOR A SPELL 2": to WLW from Indianapolis 


and Dayton. 

| The Jamboree winds up its Satur- 
| day night performances in the indie 
| Emery auditorium here May 24, and 
| starts its summer road tour May 31 
at the Keith-Albee, Huntington, 

















Pittsburgh, April 8. 
Stanley, WB - duluxer, = going 
straight pix again for a spell fol- 


| comeback via the class niteries. 





New Acts In Cafes 


TITO GUIZAR 
With The Freshmen (4) 
Songs 
12 Mins. 
Fefe’s Monte Carlo, N. Y. 
Tito Guizar, now in his 11th year 
under CBS contract, is, of course, 











| standard on the air, in Spanish talk- 


ers and the varieties. He’s been away 
from New York and is marking a 


last N. Y. cafe date, by coincidence, 
was at this same site, when it was 
called the Maisonette Russe (not the 
St. Regis’ Maisonette), but it was not 
until Felix Ferry made this class in- 
terior the Monte Carlo that the cafe 
started to command attention. 
Guizar, as a floor show entry, is a 
modest name and strong deliverer 
with his romantic songs, equally di- 


vided as to Spanish and English 
lyrics. and effective either way. 
Surefires such as ‘Down Argentine 


Way,’ ‘Perfidia,’ ‘I Hear a Rhapsody, 
‘Rancho Grande,’ which he announces 
as having introduced in America, and 
a ‘Frenesi’ medley comprise his rep- 
ertoire. He does them solo and 
backed by The Freshmen, male quar- 
tet in native Spanish costuming, plus 
another couple, including a femme, 
who strike characteristic poses on the 
miniature stage backing the band- 
stand here. Guizar himself performs 
on the floor, in front of the band, in 
conventional white tie and tails, leav- 
ing it to the others for the atmos- 
pheric costuming to match his Latin 
melodies. 


late, to get business, in line with a 
reversal of form for the class east 
side (N. Y.) niteries which, hereto- 
fore, eschewed costly talent on the 


His | 


Philly AGVA Local Calls Meeting 
For Showdown With Kelly's UEA 








| 








theory that two good dance bands | 


were enough for the customers to 
make their own fun with. 


trend now is the other way. 
Waters was the best to date for 
Ferry, but Dwight Fiske found this a 
‘wrong’ room for his zany pianology., 


| 
| 


Pat Rooneys in Opposition 





Boston, April 8. 
The two Pat Rooneys are playing 
opposition dates here this week. 
When Pat Rooney was booked into 
the Latin Quarter, Al Taxier, man- 
ager of the Versailles, got busy on 


|the phone and located Pat, 3d, on a 


New Hampshire farm and signed 
him to play day and date against 
his dad. 

Taxier worked along similar lines 


when George Jessel played the May- | 


fair not so long ago. Versailles 
manager booked Lois Andrews Jessel 
for the same week. Miss Andrews 
played the Versailles for a few days 
and then was forced out by state 
juvenile employment regulations. 





3 SHOW BIZ DIVORCE 
CASES LIVEN UP PITT 





Pittsburgh, April 8. 
Pittsburgh’s divorce court had an 


three well-known night club figures 


asking or being sued for severance | 


of their marital ties. Mrs. Dorothy 
H. Giles, whose band-leading hus- 
band, Art Giles, brought a divorce 


It worked |action in January, filed suit of her 
out that way for a time, but the|own, 


charging desertion in May, 


Ethel | 1939, cruelties and indignities. Giles’ 
suit, making the latter charges, too, | 


has not been heard yet. They were 


and now Guitar is in, burdened with! married in 1923 and have one son, 
a dual billing as ‘America’s favorite’ | Hultz. 


(topline) and ‘The Idol 
America’ (sub-billed), 
mouthful of adjectives. 
a competent performer. 

Ted Straeter and his crack dansa- 


of Latin 
which is a 
Withal, he’s 








lowing steady procession of vaude for; w. ya. More than 40 fairs in Ohio 
the lest three months. Current] and adjoining states have already 
show, the Blackstone magic unit,| been scheduled for the unit by Bill | 
will be last presentation for at least| McCluskey, manager of WLW’s tal- | 
four or five weeks, perhaps longer.| ent booking division. One of these 
depending on how long A film prod-| dates is the Ohio State Fair, for the | 
uct is available simultaneously for! third consecutive season. 
both Stanley and Loew’s Penn, which | 
are operated under a pooling egree- 
ment. 

‘Meh of Boys Town’ Friday 


Absinthe House (52d St.) 


(11) 


will launch the WB deluxer on its | Files Reorg Petition 
temporary films only policy. with; The Cafe Louisian, Inc erators 
‘Sea Wolf’ following it in. Couple | ~~ ie ape satay Ba gees arom 


of West 52d street (N. Y.) nitery, 
Absinthe House, filed a petition for 
reorganization urde 
Act in N. Y. feaeral court Friday 
(4), listing liabilities of $25,561 and 
assets of $10,550. The Cafe offers to 


of other pix will be set there end of 
this week upon return of Harry Kal- 
mine, WB zone manager, from 
month’s vacation in Florida. When 
shows are resumed, one of the first 





attractions will be Horace Heidt’s| pay unsecured creditors 100%, at the 

band. Contract has already been} rate of 10% monthly beginning Oct. | 

signed but date remains to be filled | 1, 1941, 

in. Among creditors are ASCAP, $60, 
|and Harry Bloomfield, president, 


| $5,800 on loans. Absinthe House, lo- 
| cated at 50 West 52d street, operated 
'in the ‘Gay New Orleans’ village 
during the N. Y. World’s Fair. It 
declares in its petition that liquida- 
tion now would bring in only $1,000. 
| Expenses for the next 30 days of 
| operations would be $700 for the 

Hari, | payroll and $1,200 for operating ex- 
Walton | penses. Wages owed total $916 and 
‘taxes owed $2,089. 


RKO Drops Vauder 


RKO dropping Friday night 
vaude at the Alden, Jamaica, N.~«Y., 
for the spring and summer. 

Vaude exits with the show 
April 18. 


is 


of 





Ruth Mata and Eugene 
dance team, open at the 
Roof, Philadelphia, April 14. 





e& 
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GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 
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the Chandler | 


pation holds over. The versatile 


la 


pianist-arranger has a sinzy lift to} 


his melodies, and he is well regarded 
here, now in his second season at the 
snooty Monte Carlo Abel. 


| ELEANOR FRENCH 


| Songs 


|10 Mins. 
|Coq Rouge, N. Y. 


Eleanor French is one of those |ried in 1936. 


glamour-gal songstresses, not neces- 
sarily socialite, who can always find 
a groove in the better niteries. HK 
looking well, smartly accoutred and 
possessed of a passably fair voice, 
this type of s.a. warbler always 
}makes a decorative addition to al- 
}most any room. In Miss French's 
case she has a better than average 
| voice. 

She mixes up her tunes well, such 
as ‘Dearest Darest I,’ ‘I Could Write 
la Book,’ ‘S’Wonderful,’ ‘Very 
Thought of You,” etc. Si Miller, her 
| pianist-arranger, helps more than a 
}little with an audible backer-upper 


as he utilizes the bandmen from 
George Sterney’s combination in the 
vocal ad libbing. It makes for an 
al fresco effect and un-stiffens what 


usually is a pretty starched-up rou- 
tine of songaloging. 

With Miss French here, and the 
brisk Sterney orchestra, host Frank 


Bonacchini has brought in a new 
personality violinist, Bela Bizony. 
|}He is one of those Romany-trail 
}troubadours, in impeccable white- 


tie-and-tails and gives out with the | 


Viennese and magyar strains like a 
{trailer for a tokay operetta. It’s 
|good interlude music for a class 





room like Coq Rouge, aided by Rudi 
Timfield at the Steinway. Abel. 
BILLY DeWOLFE 
Mimic 
Hollenden Hotel, Cleveland 

Dick Marsh of the Hollenden 
| probably did more than most im- 


;presarios in getting Billy DeWolfe 
recognized as one of the best coming 


|comedy bets to emerge from a 
|}nitery. When MCA wanted a spot 
}to break in DeWolfe’s new act to 
| hotel audiences last season, Marsh 


|}asS general manager of the DeWitt 
hostelries, wisely booked the young 
| Welsh mimic into Akron’s Mavflower 
after getting an eyeful of his talents. 
Since then DeWolfe has slicked up 
his pantomimic work and 
smart impersonations to the success 
point where MCA is pushing him 
into New York’s Rainbow Room 
with vaude on the side, plus a pos- 
sible screen test after his date here. 
Mars. luckily had an option on him 
for three weeks, with the result that 
the versatile lampooner is giving the 
Vogue Room a tremendous spurt in 
business as well-as its brightest re- 
vue of the season. 


Where he scores mightily is in 
quickly building a sharp, laugh- 


hitting characterization of an old 
cockney ,washwoman tippling at a 
bar or burlesquing a_ half-dozen 
familar types in a clipjernt. It’s 


ry soundly based o an apprentice- 
ship in London’s Christmas pan- 
tomimes and Charles B. Cochran's 





(Continued on page 38) 


| Mason, who dances 


|burgh businessman 


ultra | 
; and 


| poignant 
| Draper, 


On another front, Mark Lane, 
who batons the Etzi Covato orches- 
tra at the Villa Madrid, asked for 
divorce from Mary G. Lane on 
the grounds of desertion, cruelty 
and indignities. Their marriage 
tock place in 1927. 

Charging that her husband de- 
serted her in November, 1938, June 
under the name 
asked her 
Mason, a Pitts- 
whom she mar- 
Nylander lately 
| has been doing an acrobatic single 
‘in the downtown nitery belt, but 
|before that had her own line of 
| girls. 


of Betty Nylander, 
|dom from John FE. 


Miss 


Cancelled By Draft 

Pittsburgh, April 8. 
Vaude dance act of Norma Shea 
and Thompson Brothers has just 
been broken up by the draft, one 
of the boys being called up recent- 
ly, and gai has returned to her home 
here and will go into Pittsburgh 
Playhouse revue, ‘Lend An Ear.’ 
which opens April 22. It’s an orig- 
inal by Charles Gaynor, who has 
written music, lyrics and sketches. 
Miss Shea expects to scout around 


for a new team of partners when 
Playhouse show closes middle of 
May, 


AAD AADAAAAAAA AE 


if N. Y. Nitery Foilow-Up t 
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The Versailles came up last Thurs- 
day (3) with two supreme artists, 
Sheila Barrett and Paul Draper, plus 
| the Maximillian Bergere orch, back 
from a season in Florida, for its new 


show. They comprise a classy but 
clicky entertainment for the east 
side room 

Miss Barrett's impersonations 


nearly all of them sharply satirical. 
and Draper’s superb ballet tapping 
excellently complement the smart- 
ness of this room itself, while Ber- 
gere’s dansapation, long standard 
here, smoothly suits the patronage. 
Panchito’s rhumba band alternates, 
socko per usual with the Latin terps 
as it has been for three seasons here. 
When caught, both Miss Barrett 
Draper were called back for 
several encores. The femme hit 
hardest with John V. A. Weaver’s 
‘Headlines’ poem, and 
if endurance permitted, 
could have continued dancing for- 
ever as far as the customers were 


free- | 





Philadelphia, April 8. 

Richard Mayo, executive secretary 
of the Philly local of the American 
| Guild of Variety Artists, last week 
jannounced that the first general 
membership n.eeting since the reor- 
ganization of the union would be 
next Wednesday (16), at which ‘a 
| showdown would be held’ with Tom 
| Kelly, head of the rival United En- 
| tertainers Assn. Kelly and his board 
|of directors and members of the 
| UEA have been invited to attend the 
| session. Also invited to be present 
are members of the Entertainment 
Managers Assn, 


‘We're going to have it out once 
and for all to find out which union 
shall represent the performers in 
this town,’ Mayo declared. ‘I be. 
lieve that AGVA is strong enough to 
demand the right to be the sole 
union in the field.’ 


Mayo said that an open forum on 
all questions would be held and 
everyone given the right to air his 
views. Representatives from the 
State Department of Labor and In- 
dustry and leaders of the American 
Federation of Labor will also attend. 


‘When this meeting is over, I hope 
that the air will be cleared,” Mayo 
said. ‘I hope that all bickering and 
sniping will stop and we can get off 
on the right footing.’ 

Kelly has been working behind 
the scenes building up his own or- 
ganization and seeking to wean away 
members from AGVA. He has 
charged that the AGVA leadership 
was consummating contracts with 
night club owners and agents that 
gave the performers no protection. 

Mayo said that nominations for 
new officers of the local would also 
| be held at the meeting. 


N.Y. Strand Saving Time 
On ‘Lie’-J. Dorsey Combo 











Figuring that the Bette Davis 
starrer, ‘The Great Lie,’ and Jimmy 
Dorsey’s band are enough of a draw, 
and also as a means of holding down 
the overall running time of the en- 
tire show, the Strand theatre, New 
| York, has bought only one act, Tip, 
Tap and Toe, to go into its stage 
|}show with Dorsey. Layout opens 
this Friday (11). 

‘Lie’ consumes 97 minutes and the 
stage show has been allotted 45 
minutes. With the exception of 
the dancing trio, Dorsey will fill the 
entire stage portion. Combination is 
set for at least four weeks and may 
£O Six, 








NORMAN 


HARRIS 


and 
SYLVIA 


SHIORE. 


NOW IN 16TH WEEK 
GEORGE WHITE'S 
GAY WHITE WAY, N. Y. 


Management: WM. KENT 


1776 Broadway New York 











LINE OF GIRLS 


knowa as the Glamour Girls, now 
playing Tower Theatre, avail- 
able for four weeks beginning 
April 11. * Address Frank Tracy, 
610 Law Building, Kansas 
City, Mo. 

















REMOVAL NOTICE 


MEHRON'S 


(Makers of Fine Professional 
Make-Up for Over a Decade) 

















,concerned. He conceives all of his To 218 West 47th Street 
routines and they are brilliantly (At Broadway) New York 
executed. Scho. 

EVELYN JOSE 


highly vivid, howlingly droll mimic- | 


DAWN and 





Opening April 11 at the 
BEVERLY HILLS COUNTRY CLUB, Newport, Ky. 


DARROW 
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3 Babes’, Church, Nephew Share 
In Plumber's $12,521 By Settlement: 








Toronto, April 8. 


That ‘Who is Babe?’ poser, which 
threatened to become one of the 
most drawn-out farces in Canadian 
court procedure, was unexpectedly 
solved here when a trio of ‘Babes,’ 
a church and a nephew agreed to 
_ the $12,521 estate left by Will- 
jam J. Wright, Toronto plumber, to 
the girl billed as ‘Babe’ to whom 
he took a fancy when he saw her in 
e Fort Wayne, Indiana, burlesque 
show ‘on or about April 18, 1918,’ 
according to his will. 

Of the 15 or more claimants who 
individually believed themselves to 


be the lady in question and who) 


SPENDS 756 ON 


paid their own expenses and trans- 
portation here in order to collect, 
Dorothy (Babe) Newman, New York 
singer and dancer, professionally 
known as Olive White, was awarded 
$2.387.50; Mrs. Dorothy (Babe) Wil- 
lett. now the wife of a Los Angeles 
printing-plant foreman, $1,775; Edith 
(Babe) Collins, wife of a druggist 
in Ithaea, N. Y., $1,775. Rest went to 
Sherbourne United Church, Toronto, 
$5,000; and $1,562.20 to Charles Bark- 
worth, a nephew of the so-called 
‘eccentric plumber.’ From all of 
these amounts will be deducted a 
proportion of the court costs, 
expenses of witnesses, and lawyers’ 
fees. 

As a matter of fact, Justice Keller 
MacKay’s suggestion in court here 
brought about the sudden settlement, 
aimed at preventing lengthy litiga- 
tion that would otherwise have con- 
sumed all the mony at stake in le- 


gal fees before the claimants could 
collect it. Dorothy Newman, inci- 
dentally, flew from Philadelphia; 


Dorothy Willett ditto from Los An- 
genels; the unsuccessful claimants 
are stuck with their expenses plus 
those lawvers’ bills, which will pre- 
sumably be presented at the first of 
the month. 

Eccentric Is Right 

According to the Wright intention, 
the $12,521 estate was to go to Sher- 
bourne United Church, Toronto, of 
which his late parents had been 
members, should ‘Babe’ not be dis- 
covered within three years after his 
(Wright’s) death. On doubts of his 
uncle’s ‘testamentary capacity’ and 
in the belief that the will was ‘im- 
provident and unreasonable’ § and 
contrary to law,’ Barkworth sought 
to break it. 

In the proceedings that might have 
gone on interminably, but which 
were terminated by Jusice MacKay 
after the laugh-riots in court had 
been carried over for four twice- 
daily sessions, the battle of the psy- 
chiatrists was the highlight. Bark- 
worth claimed that his bachelor- 
uncle ate breakfast with a revolver 





the | 


on the table; was continually saying | 


— ‘Hoo! Hoo!’; once took a girl to 
Niagara Falls where the two were 
to be married, ‘but she got cold fest 
and came home’; that his uncle gave 
camphor balls to children, pretend- 
ing these were candies; once he 
bought a bag of chocolate walnuts 
for the Barkworth children, 
‘chocolate walnuts’ were 
rubber. 

Continuing the riotous court pro- 
ceedings, the psychiatrists, who had 


but the 


made of 


testified toward their findings on 
Wright’s mental capacities, later all 
confessed that they had never met 


the man; and one learned psychia- 
rist admitted that he was deaf and 
hadn't understood all the testimony. 


Todd Books Friendley 


Dan Friendley (Freundlich), for- 
merly Bill Howard’s assistant at 
RKO, and later a booker himself for 
that circuit, has been appointed 
booker of the Oriental, Chicago, be- 
ing operated by Michael Todd 
Friendley replaces Billy Diamond, 
who long had the house, including 
when it was operated by Jones, 
Linick & Schaefer. 

Friendley is booking the Oriental 
out of Chicago. He had gone to 
that city for entirely different busi- 
ness reasons when Todd drafted 
him. 








| and Naldi will replace Lyda Sue. 


HN. 2 


Wotta Parlay 


A unique dinner get-together 
tonight (Wed.) at Leon & Eddie’s, 
N. Y., will reunite Paul Tier- 
ney, wer editor of the N. Y. 
Post; Francois De Amato, Pro- 
fessor of Romance Languages at 
Columbia U.; Atwood Townsend, 
Professor of English at New 
York U., and Alan Corelli, for- 
mer ector and now TA’s exec 
sec, after 23 years. 

They all served in the same 
ambulance corps in World War 1. 








BALTO VAUDER 


Izzy Rappaport is closing down his 
Hipp, Baltimore, for six weeks start- 
ing mid-June for extensive renova- 
tions that will total around $75,000. 
This is the second time within a few 





years that Rappaport has taken vir- 
tually a full year’s profit on the indie | 
operation and sunk it back into im- 
proving the theatre. 


House will reopen the first week | 
in August with the annual ‘Anniver- 
sary’ show, this time celebrating 
Rappaport’s 10th year as operator of 
the house. Following the anni, the 
three successive stage bills will be 
headlined by the Andrews Sisters, 
Ink Spots and ‘Truth and Conse- 
quences,’ respectively. Eddie Sher- 
man books the house, 


Morris Office Edges Out 
MCA on Booking Proser 


Revue Into Ritz, Boston 








For the first time in years, the 
William Morris office has edged out 
the Music Corp. of America in spot- | 
ting a seasonal opening show (May | 
15) at the Ritz Carlton Hotel Roof 
in Boston. By buying for three 
weeks the Copacabana Revue, cur- 
rently at the Paramount, New York, | 
it will also be the first time that the 
Ritz Roof will bill an outside nitery 
entrepreneur, Monte Proser, as the| 
show’s producer. The show is out of | 
Proser’s N.Y. Copacabana. 

That’s ditto at the N.Y. Par cur- 
rently, where the Copa show opened 
today (Wednesday), and Proser is| 
getting the credit for the production 
end of the pit show, which is top- 
lined by Benny Goodman’s band. It’s 
also the first time that the Par is 
playing anything akin to a produc-| 
tion on the pit platform, with the 
price for the Copa unit including a| 
production fee for Proser, plus the 

illing. 


Unit at 
Boston 
Bernice 
Alvarez 


tho lat 
ine iatter, 


the Par, which goes to 
with one exception, includes 
Parks, Lyda Sue, Fernando 
and Six® Samba Girls Of 
two are originals f: the 
there are four 
those girls who 
musicals on Broadway 
can’t double into the 
has virtually been pla 
the Copa as m.c. In 


Or T 
nitery, while replace- 
are in 
and therefore 
Par. Alvarez 
ying stock at 
Boston, Raye 


ments for 


Besides the Copa show, the Morris 
agency has also set a deal for Car- 
men Amaya to go onto the Ritz Roof 
in Boston June 19, when the sur-| 
prise South American b.o. click will | 
wind up her long run at Proser’s| 
Beachcomber on Broadway. Senorita 
Amaya is set for two weeks in the 
Hub. 

Another deal by this same agency 
at the Ritz will bring Hazel Scott 
and Count Basie’s orch there July 3 
for three weeks. 





Fred La Raine, the legless agent- 
manager, is back at French hospital, 


LATE LOBBY 


AEAPONOIBLE 


Attorneys Broder, Hausman 
and Schrier Help Fight 
Against Ostertag Measure, 
Which Senate Nixed After 
Assembly Passage 





FLOOD OF PETITIONS 





A last-minute but strong pro- 
agents’ lobby in Albany helped 
massacre Assemblyman Harold Os- 
tertag’s amendment to the N. Y. 
State Labor Law in relation to em- 


ployment agencies when it reached 
the Senate for a vote late Thurs- 
day night (3). The bill, which would 
have virtually ruined the theatrical 
agency business in N. Y. State, had 
passed the Assembly last Wednes- 
day by a wide margin, but the Sen- 
ate voted it down 36 to seven the 
following night. 

Learning about the measure at the 
last minute, I. Robert Broder, coun- 
sel for the Artists Representatives 
Assn.; Howard Hausman, attorney 
for Columbia (CBS) Artists Bureau, 
and Morris Schrier, legal representa- 
tive for the Music Corp. of America 
rushed to Albany Wednesday after- 
noon, after the amendment had been 
okayed by the Assembly, to mar- 
shal Senate support against the bill. 
Working in the Ostertag amend- 
ment’s behalf, however, was a strong 
labor union labby, latter being | 
chiefly interested in ending 
abuses of certain employ ment agen- 
cies and ‘labor camps.’ 


Ostertag had taken pains to in- 
clude theatrical agencies, and his bill | 
curtailed commissions to 5% and 
limited the period of collections to 
one year from artistes earning more 
than $3,000 yearly. His definition of 
a theatrical agent was so complete | 


it even took in those whose ‘offices | 
ex | 


are in their hats,’ and the only 
ceptions in the bill were those per- 
sonal managers who exclusively 
managed only one performer. 
Labor Lobby Sympathetic 

The labor lobby 
to the theatrical 
weren't inclined 
that reason alone. 

Prior to 
Broder sent 
wire the senators from 
tricts; also have every 
employees wire p 
bill’s passage. As a result, more 
than 2,000 telegrams flooded the sen- 
ators Wednesday afternoon and all 
day Thursday, 40 being sent from 
the Fanchon & Marco office in N. Y. 


was sympal 
agent’s squawk, 
to kill the 


but 
bill for 


leaving for 
word to the 


Albany, 
agents to 
their dis- 
one 


rotests against the 


alone. Further protest was sent by 
Emily Holt, executive secretary of 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists. 

In talks with the senators, Repub- 
lican and Democrat alike, Broder, 
Schrier and Hausman pointed out 
the amendment’s hardship on the 
show biz talent salesmen. That the 
bill’s restriction vould c ve he 
agen out of New York City was 
also stressed 

In the agents’ favor was the fac 
that License Commissioner Pau 
Moss of N. Y. C., who has in the past 
fostered amendments tending to re- 
strict talent offices, was opposed to 
the bill on the grounds that it split 
his authority with the State Labor 
Department. Latter, under the Os- 


tertag bill, would have retained the 
right to stipulate the regulations for 


mployment agencies, leaving the en- 
forcement to Moss. 


Extend Cincy Vaude 


Cincinnati, April 8. 
Stage shows et the RKO Shubert 
this burg’s only combo house. are 
being extended through the week 
ending May 9. making seven weeks 
more of vaude than the originally 
intended 12-week run. 


7} 


Stretch of the vaudfilm policy is 


; due to the scarcity of b.o. pix. 


of their | ; : 
| local Liquor License 
}a week’s 


KILL N.Y. ANTI-AGENT BILL 


+ 





, | riety 

i the q.t. for the time! ~. 
| being kept on at. f | joined a couple of weeks ago. After 
|'a preliminary basis 


[Ringling Circus Signs Tentative Pact 


With AGVA, Gives Some Concessions: 
Contract On Razorbacks Is Pending 





‘Variety’ Paged 





Story in last week’s VarRIEtTy 
was enlisted by I. Robert Broder, 
counsel for the Artists Repre- 
sentatives Assn., in his success- 
ful lobby against the Ostertag 
amendment to the employment 
agency law in Albany last week. 

Broder figured that VARIETY’s 
story, explaining the hardships 
the bill would work on talent 
agents, was a clear-cut argument 
against the measure and thus 
made sure that several N. Y. 
State senators read it. 


CONNORS QUITS 
AGVA IN FRISCO 








San Francisco, April 8. 
Vic Connors, executive secretary 
|of the local American Guild of Va- 
Artists, has resigned, but it’s 





| being. 


Though not officially stated, Con- 


nors is going with the American 
|Federation of Radio Artists as an 
eastern representative and will be 
| headquartered in AFRA’s New York 


the | | office. 


Connors until recently had enter- 


7% 
+ 





Ringling-Barnum & Bailey Circus 
and the American Guild of Variety 
Artists, after lengthy confabs over 
the weekend, have reached a tenta- 
tive agreement that is virtually the 
same as that which AGVA had with 
the circus last year. Some conces- 
sions have been made by the big-top 
show, which will have to be okayed 
by the Associated Actors and Art- 
istes special administrative commit- 
tee set up for AGVA recently, most 
important of which is a clause mak- 
ing the R.-B. & B. circus a ‘closed 
shop’ for AGVA. 

With the deal with AGVA virtual- 
ly at the point of being finally signa- 
tured, the circus’ labor difficulties 
are practically at an end. Only union 
matter now on tap is an agreement 
to be arrived at with the newly 
chartered Federal Circus Workers 
Union (razorbacks), American Fed- 
eration of Labor, which displaces 
Ralph Whitehead’s group. 

The deal between AGVA and the 
circus reached its final stage Sun- 
day (6), after negotiations had been 





iment Crafts Council, 


opened. the afternoo: before by the 
Combined Theatrical and Amuse- 
encompassing 
33 and virtually all the crafts unions 
in show business, which AGVA 


for discussion 


| was arranged the Council's officials 


tained hopes that he would be ap-| 


| pointed national executive secretary 
of AGVA in place of the ousted Hoyt 
| Haddock. 


| bieuninin 


| Dick Richmond, 


| enforced 


| for neighborhood 


| 
| Baltimore, April 8 
} 
} 
| 


in a letter to 
| AGVA in New York, has resigned as 





Booze Bd. Puts Lid 


| On 8 Balto Niteries 


hetic | 


For Sales to Minors 


Recent swoop of police on niteries 
selling to minors brought some 
ditional punishment this week, 


ad- 
when 
Board ordered 
shuttering for eight spots 
Included are two of town’s most am- 
bitious layouts, the Club Charles and 
El] Patio. 

Board explained that action was 
lenient because of difficulty of ascer- 
taining age of customers, but warned 
rigid control and attention would be 
hereafter, with penalties 
extra heavy even to point of revok- 
ing licenses. 


AGVA SETS HIGHER 
SCALES ON COAST 


Hollywood, 


mir w 
mum W 


April 8 
ages scale for va 
on the Coast will become 
effective April 15. One-night club 
dates are being increased from $8.50 
to $10. The minimum scale for 
Class A theatres and night spots is 
being tilted from $50 to $60 per 
week; for Class B houses, from $40 to 
$50 per week, and for Class C spots, 
from $30 to $40 per week. The rate 
spots classified as 
Special D will be lifted from $5 to $6 


for single shows. 


Lynn Mz 


New mir 


riety actors 


berry is chairman of a 


committee appointed by Los Angeles 
local of the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists to work with similar 
committees from the Centra] Labor 


Council in urgi 
islation 


ng defeat of state leg- 
aimed at labor. Other mem- 


bers of the committee are Frank 
Mitchell, Eddie Davis, Saretta Raye 
j}and Jessie Cryor. 


withdrew and left it to Gerald Grif- 
fin, AGVA’s administrative chairman 
pro tem, and Alan Coreili, a mem- 
ber of AGVA’s national board and 
Theatre Authority’s executive secre- 
tary, to reach final terms with John 
Ringling North and his attorney, 
Leonard Biscoe. 
Whitehead Out of Fieid 


Stated that Whitehead is com- 
pietely out of the circus field. Last 


|spring the razorbacks formed their 


that union’s representative in Miami. | 


own union, dues being collected 
and banked meticulously. When the 
circus played Washington 
leaders are said to have talked to 
William Green, AFL leader, and ad- 
vised him they would fike to join up, 
but were opposed to Whitehead. 
Green explained there was a charter 
for that class of labor. They were 
surprised when the charter was 
suddenly forthcoming on the eve of 
the season’s opening. Status of 
Whitehead is not clear, but he is 
still supposed to be a general AFL 
organizer. Mathew Woll, A. F. of 
L. v.p., will arbitrate a new agree- 
ment between the razorbacks and 
the circus some time this week. 

Unlooked for complications arose 
for the circus last week, when stage- 
hands and teamsters declared that 
their people be employed in the de- 
livery of new costumes and props. 
Brooks Costume Co. and others were 
warned not to’ deliver costumes, 
Teamsters ruled that was a haul 
and so delivered the duds, but only 
after stagehands had men at the 
Brooks plant and also at the 
rarden when the trucks arrived. 
There was talk that somebody would 
be liable to suit at the rate of $15,000 
if the show did not open 

Evenfually North was 
Added cost of 
was high. 


2 OPPOSITION HOUSES 
SPLIT MIRANDA BOOKING 


Los Angeles, April 8. 


per day 
on time. 


for } 


ced to capitulate. 


the extraneous labor 





Carmen Miranda figures in a 
unique arrangement whereby sh 
splits two weeks’ booking hetween 


opposition houses, the local 
mount and Chinese, in Hol 
She draws $7,500 for the 
Chinese with her 
rhumba band. 
Fanchon & Marco, operating the 
Paramount, bid against the* Fox- 
West Coast Chinese, with the latter 
consenting to the Paramount booking 
at the expense of its downtown acer, 
Loew’s State. Such split booking is 
believed without precedent here. 


Para- 
lywood., 
week et the 
own six-piece 


their -* 





ac ny lin tit trv a 


—- 
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Army Camps’ Ist Touring Show Is Just 


Like a Draftee—Needs Plenty Re 


+ 





} 
Camp Upton, L. I., April 3. | 

Al Morrison, Diane Noble, Bobby, 
Carr & Co. (3), Ruth Moller, Skat-| 
ing Carter (4), Nash & Evans, Betty | 
Reeve, Rose Marie Flynn, All-Girl 
Orch (10), Line (8). 





Although on the right track, this’ 
initial two-hour unit to go on tour 
of the Army camps needs plenty of | 
revising if it is to nab in any great) 
quantity what amounts to half aj} 
day's pay for a soldier. With an all-} 
femme band and a line of eight | 
ponies, it nicely takes care of the} 
girl angle, but needs a sock comedy | 
turn, or preferably a strong m.C.-) 
comic, to sew it up. 

Unit played its first engagement, 
two days, at Camp Upton, L. I, last 
Thursday (3) and Friday (4). Ad- 
mish was 50c., which was at least 
twice as much as the show was 
worth in break-in form. Operators 
of the unit wanted to make it 35c. or) 
40c. for enlisted men and 50c. for 
officers, but Army balked at the 
double scale. Admish is expected to, 
average about 35c. at other camps, | 
which the show has been booked to) 
tour until June 15. Commanding) 
officer at each post sets the scale. 


Show’s producer is H. E. Booker, | 
former British impresario who's also} 
roduced shows all over the world. | 
t was staged by Al Morrison, who} 
also doubles as m.c. and maestro of) 
the orch. His wife, Betty Reeve, 
sings and clowns in the show. They 
formerly were together in a turn 
billed as Al Morrison and the Three 
Reeve Sisters. 


Conditions ‘under which the unit 
was presented at Upton were about 
the worst imaginable, even more de- 
plorable than those under which 
Hellzapoppin’ recently suffered at 
Fort Dix, N. J. Theatre is a trans- 
formed garage seating about 600 on 
various levels. It’s very narrow and 
long. Stage, on which orch was 
placed, with acts working in front, is| 
only 24 feet deep. Unit hung its own | 
drops and drapes, but it was impos- 
sible to string a front curtain and all} 
"army -sogae perforce, went on right} 

efore the audience, making for an} 
entire lack of showmanship. 

No dressing rooms were available, 
except in a building some 100 yards 
away, so the unit’s bus was backed 








| 


up to a rear exit door and the gals | 
used that for quick changes. Only a} 
few of the lights carried by the unit! 


could be-plugged in, power being so 
weak that when all were turned on 
at once nothing more than a dull 
yellow glow resulted. In addition, 
portable public address system to be 
taken on the camp tour broke down, 
and the songstresses, accustomed to 
crooning into a mike, were virtually 
inaudible. 


Any appraisal of the entertainment 
qualities of the unit must naturally 
be made with that dismal back- 
ground of difficulties in mind. How 
comics could fail to be funny aga 
such odds is understandable, but 
‘they are troubles the unit is going to 
meet repeatedly on its tour and the 
humor must stand up. Recent hegira 
around the camps by the Lucky 
Strike show, with Jerry Lester as 
m.c. and comic, proved that a 
superior funny man ean hurdle any 
odds. 

Morrison endeavors to supply 
laughs with gags between his introes 
and also does a bit of a turn on his 
Own. He's definitely, however, not a 
comic and not much of an ma. 
Quality of the music he gets out of 
the femme band and a couple of 


itis 


+ 


original tunes he provided proves| 


that that’s his forte, not comedy. 
Miss Reeve, who works in the con- 
torted-face, humpty-dumpty style of 
Cass Daley, clicks fairly well, prob- 
able best of the lot for laughs. She's 
also strong on low-down vocalizing. 
Depended on for further comedy are 
Nash and Evans, boy-girl team. Lad 
does some minor work with a rope 


and gags a la Wil} Rogers. Also in- 
dulges in some corny cross-talk 
— the femme. It doesn’t jell a 
Dit. 


Another comedy act that skids! 
badly is Bobby Carr and Co., two! 
boys and an elderly femme. One of 
the lads opens with straight croon- | 
ing, followed by the other, short and 
chunky and in an Army uniform, 
coming in to clown with the dame. 
There’s absolutely no routine dis- 
cernible and no material, although | 
Carr has possibilities as a comic had | 
he something with which to work. 

Top turn is the Skating Carters— 
husband, wife, son and daughter. | 
Very showmanly, with the two kids! 
—they look about 10 years old— 
working with their elders and all 
dressed the same. It’s a neat thrill- 
turn, with the small space on which 
the skaters were forced to work pro- 
viding some added and unscheduled 
breathtakers. 

Diane Noble, quite a looker, heads 
the vocal contingent, while Ruth 
Moller does a standard acro dance 
routine and Rose Marie Flynn con- 
tributes a fair enough tap session. 
Eight line gals are oke on gams and 





J ee mee epee NN seen Aas me 


| satisfactory routines. 


| comment. 


| 





figures and exhibit them through | 


i 
Costuming of line and the orch| 
gals is comparatively elegant. Togs | 
are plenty revealing but well within | 
bounds to excite no official Army | 
Original musical num-} 
bers by Morrison, neatly contrived to} 
fit the occasion, provide applause- 
drawing curtain-raiser and finale. 
Herb. 


MAID ’N AMERICA 


ORPHEUM, DES MOINES 





vision 


|clowning to keep any mob satis- 


acrobatie dancing displayed around 
these parts in some time. There's 
some interpretative dancin y the 
gold-painted Grischa an rona, 
shapely and suitable enough for this 
unit. 

Comedy is delivered by the Three 
Sailors, who have enough hoke 


| 





fied. There’s some _ semi-acrobatic 
stuff which was, no doubt, the orig- 
inal basis of the act and from which 
the Sailors work out some gooc 
laugh business. 

Getting rather played-out is Emile | 
Boreo, who indicates a desperate 
need for new material. Often ma- 
terial becomes sharp and sentimen- 
tal with age, but this Boreo stuff 
is showing the ravages of time. He’s 
still doing his ‘Chauve Souris’ and 
‘Parade of the Wooden Soldiers.’ 

Henri Therrien would, perhaps 
have made a great actor if he only 
had lived in the gay ‘90's, wher 
over-acting was in style, but these 
days Therrien’s overly broad _his- 
trionics are ludicrous and out of 





Des Moines, April 3. 


Herman Timberg, Don ‘Popikoff | 
Tannen, Judy Kelly, Three Mack 


| Brothers, Dot, Dash and Dusk, The 


Conrads, Maurice and Betty Whelan, 
Staples and Cerney, Katherine Perry, 
The Adorable Conscripters; ‘Blondie 
Goes Latin’ (Col.) 





‘Maid 'n America’ had its premiere 
here today (Thursday) and got off to 
a fair start with five production 
numbers and nine acts running ap- 
proximately 70 minutes. The show 
will run a full week and is plenty 
gay and colorful, but the comedy 
isn't as clean and attractive as the 
costumes and settings. 

Off-color jokes are a throwback 
to old vaudeville days, and the cos- 
tumers who have been raised on film 
censorship aren’t just strong enough 
to stand the wallops. Unit was pro- 
duced by Antoine Nelle and _ is 
headed by Herman Timbers There’s 
plenty of able talent that just doesn’t 
seem to make the most of its oppor- 
tunities and leaves the principals 
secondary to the excellent line of 16 
well-trained, attractive pony girls 
and eight showgals. Costumes and 
settings are modern, smart and carry 
a patriotic theme in a number of the 
productions. 

Emceeing, Timberg shares head- 
line honors with Don ‘Popikoff’ 
Tannen and Judy Kelly, a Timberg 
‘find’ from radio who looks like a 
good bet for comedy if she isn’t 
gagged by too many old vaude gags. 
Girl has personality, can sing, tap 
and play the piano. 

A splendid introduction with an 
airliner background introducing the 
full chorus gives Katherine Perry a 
brief but okay acrobatic chance 
that’s almost lost in an overdose of 
acrobatics by the Three Mack 
Brothers as tumbling sailors and Dot, 


Dash and Dusk, Negro tappers, who| } 
add plenty of noveity to make their | 


act stand out. The Mack Brothers 
not only do some breathtaking stunts 
but their wholesome comedy stands 
| out. 

| The Conrads, ballroom team, stand 


| 


place. He has fair pipes, but they’re 





wasted on poor diction. Only the! 
propaganda strength of such a song | 
as ‘The Last Time I Saw Paris’ 
helps him to escape complete dis- | 
aster. 
Sipger Twins are in the line of 
girls, but double for a nice spe- 
cialty bit. Helen Carroll is a singer 
with good appearance and an abil- 
ity to handle lyrics well. 
_ Line of girls is good basically and 
Is augmented with 12 girls from the 
Balaban & Katz organization, and 
together they come up with some 
effective and satisfying work. Nino 
and Lenora are a good-looking 
rhumba team and went well. 
Business was fair at the first show 
Saturday (5). Loop. 


Red, Hot and Lovely 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. Cc.) 








Charlotte, April 4. 
The Three Ross Sisters, Perry 
Twins, Nixon and Sands, Star and 
Lee, Petite Annette, Milt Henkin’s 
Band (6), Line (8); ‘Ride, Kelly 
Ride’ (20th). ‘ 





Harry Clark’s ‘Red, Hot and 
Lovely,’ caught here with its star act 
out, is just another fair unit. With 
another sock act it could have been 
sock. As is, with the juggling of 
acts to fill in, the result is somewhat 
off balance. 

The Three Ross Sisters, youngsters | 
14, 15, and 16, open with the sole | 
nifty turn. They come on in full 
attire to harmonize ‘Down By the 
Ohio’ in so-so fashion, then’ shed 
down to tights and come back to put 
on one of the best exhibitions of 
pretzel-bending acrobatics ever seen 
ere. Possessing plenty of showman- 
ship, the girls go through a routine 
of precision acrobatics, winding up 
with Betsy, oldest of the trio, doing 





a backbend to pick up a hanky with 
her teeth. It stopped the show cold. 





out especially in a 
dance. 
do a neat adagio that’s sufficient in 
itself without a b ound of the 


full chorus. 


ackgr 
f Staples and 
fant > that } 


is 





iOW, Ddut zse@Or 
sonation is okay. 


It’s too bad Timberg doesn’t do 


something better with his turn, fea- | 


turing a tall gal who is a looker and 
would make a swell foil for him in 
a smart routine, But it’s just another 
| opportunity lost. There’s plenty of 
| talent, a swell line, production back- 
| Srounds and all the makings for a 
good layout. But it hasn’t jelled yet. 
Orchestra is just another orches- 
tra in the pit. 

| .Business good in this show-hungry 
| area. Moorehead. 


Latin Quarter Revue 
(STATE-LAKE, CHICAGO) 


| 


Chicago, April 5. 

Singer Twins, Helen Carroll, Frank 
Mazzone Troupe (5), Emile Boreo, 
Lela Moore, Ruby Ring, Henri Ther- 
rien, Grischa and Brona, Nino and 
Lenora, Ballet (12), ‘Blondie Goes 
Latin’ (Col). 





Out of a Miami nitery, this unit 
shapes up as fairly satisfactory with 
a couple of good acts that manage 
to make up for a good deal that is 
slow, uninteresting and generally 
poor entertainment for the average 
customer. 

There are some standard turns 
that are nifty no matter where 
caught or no matter what there is 
surrounding them. For instance. 
Lela Moore, with her excellent nov- 
elty of half-man and half-woman. 
This is a fine stunt for any audi- 
ence and Miss Moore handles it 
well, spicing it up just enough to 
give this mob a minor tickle anc 
to fit in with the general atmos- 
phere of the unit’s title. Frank 
Mazzone troupe comes up with a 
splendid knockabout turn, with e 
number of powerful falls that had 
this audience gasping. One fall, in 
particular, down a long flight of 
stairs, is a real sock. 

A little blonde control dancer, 


slow-motion | 
Maurice and Betty Whelan | 








The Perry Twins, brother tappers, 
have a nice routine, but are on so 
often the audience tires of them. 


They are on for a brief danc 
mnee BOO }on the Monongahela. 


with the line in the curtain-raiser, 
come back after the Ross Sisters 
with a comedy skit about baseball, 
and are back a few minutes later in 
a neat tophat and cane routine, They 
follow with a novelty turn in which 
they don boxing gloves 
through a nifty tap-slap routine, but 
by this time the house has seen so 
much of them that they’re ready for 
them to kayo each other. The boys 
apparently were filling in for Star 
and Lee, out due to Miss Lee being 
stricken with ptomaine. Perrys are 
pleasing dancers and accompany | 
their terping with a lively and amus- 
ing line of patter. Star is on for a 
solo accordion turn, but can’t cover 
for his hefty partner. 


and go! 





Nixon and Sands, comedy duo, | 
close the show with a mediocre 
comic turn. Carl Nixon, who emcees, | 
handles comedy with his partner, 
portraying a Spanish senorita, hand- 
ing him the lines. Turn includes 
| Singing, dancing, comic woo-tossing, 
|a dummy act, and a bubble dance. | 
Nixon gets big laugh with dummy | 
act in which he starts working with 
dummy and winds up with dummy 
singing while he, Nixon, stuffs him- 
self with food. It turns out that Miss 
Sands, who is standing nearby, has 
been doing the voice-tossing. Nixon 
closes with comic bubble dance in 
which he holds a nude dummy in| 
front of him and gets plenty of | 
laughs. 

Petite Annette, from line, sings | 
‘Baby Me’ with line doing Parisian | 
number in background and winds 
up with a novel peel in which girls | 
from line strip her. Line is pleasing 
in three appearances. Wind up with 
torrid Conga. It also comes on for 
an extra. ‘Glorifying the American 
Girl,’ which it walks through in 
so-so fashion. 

Fair biz, but hampered by rain. 

Just. 


ABBOTTS AIN’T HERS 


Abbott Dancers who were men- 
tioned in last week’s issue of VARIETY 
concerning the Theatre Authority 
citing them for contempt appear- 
ance at a Nassau (BWI) benefit, are 
not hers, says Merrie] Abbott, Chi- 
cago line producer. 

States she had nothing to do with 











Ruby Ring, unveils some of the best 





the girls named in the case. 


| which 
| Miami for 


| per-level stage built right above the 
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CARROLL’S, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 4. 
Wilbur Rance, Donna Darnelle, 





Grace Gordon, Jean Dean, Eddie 
| Innes, Bobby Vail, Len Lenihan, 
Carrollettes (10), Charlie Gaines 


Orch (8); $1 minimum. 





No spot to take your maiden Aunt 
Jennifer is Stanley Carroll’s base- 
ment bistro in midtown Philly, but 
if you have a yen for corny ballads, 
blue gags and gal peelers, it’s the 
place to go. Riding the crest of the 
local wave of popularity for this type 
of entertainment, the place is filled 


nightly with the middle class| 
burghers. 
Headlining is Donna Darnelle, 


shapely brunet who doesn’t leave 
much to the imagination as she sheds 
the works under a blue spot. Other 
stripper is Jean Dean. Like Miss 
Darnelle, she unveils rapidly down 
to the G-string. Both of these gals 
have been held over for weeks on 
end by demand of the patrons. 


Grace Gordon, a platinum blonde 
looker, is the soubret who foils for 
comics Innes and Vail, while m.c. 
Wilbur Rance straights. The situa- 
tions are standard burlesque stuff, 
but seem to be just what the custom- 
ers want. Rance, dolled up in white 
tie and tails, is a throwback to the 
'20's with his nasal balladeering dur- 
ing the showgal production numbers 
featuring the 10 Carrollettes. The 
gals are above the average in looks 
- dancing ability for this type of 
show. 


Len Lenihan is an added starter. 
an acro hoofer who works hard and 
pleases. Charlie Gaines’ sepia bands- 
men are long-time faves in Philly. 
They’re holdovers from the time 
when Carroll’s featured black-and- 
tan shows. 

Biz at this catching near capacity. 

Shal. 


YACHT CLUB, PITT 








|screwball entertainment and give 
/out with something legitimate. But 
half-pint Heller does it easily. Yacht 
|Club has a new band, seven-piece 
outfit headed by Archie Tarshis, one- 
time sax player for Herman Middle- 
man, former maestro here. Tarshis 
is okay on dansapation but still a 
bit rough for show purposes. 

The Slapsie Maxie finale is his old 
standby, the bubble ballet, with all 
| the guys dressed in skirts and wigs 
| that make them look like something 
/out of a bad dream, It’s funny, 
| though, and that’s the payoff. How- 
ever, it’s evident that El Slapsie and 
| his partner, Sammy Lewis, will have 
|to cook up something new for their 
| Hollywood return. Here, it’s some- 
thing new and over big. But on the 
Coast it’s been a steady diet. 

Cohen. 





Rancho Grande, H’wood 





Hollywood, April 3. 
Joe Cappo, Chief Yowlatchie, Jack 
and Bobby Knapp, Four Simp- 
Phonies, Jan Rubini, Darryl Harpa’s 
Orch (6); No Minimum or cover. 





Hollywood night lifers, no buy- 
ers of atmosphere with their food, 
fluid and frivol, will give this crea- 
tion of Maurice Gebber a fast shuffle. 
It lacks what it takes to bring them 
back or talk it up. That’s fatal to 
any enterprise catering to the loose- 
spending gentry in the sprocket belt. 
Only thing in its favor is the loca- 
tion in dead-center of town, easily 
spotted by the heavy flow of traffic 
along Sunset bowl. 


Atmosphere is strictly western, 
with the grotto decked out in all 
manner of cowboy trappings. Idea 
for this type of tavern took form 
when Gebber, furrier and dabbler in 
films, made a deal with Paramount 
for the bar set in ‘Las Vegas Nights.’ 
It’s an ornate affair but picture sets 
are no novelty to this town’s gay 
dogs. 

Out on the floor Gebber has 
dumped a motley crew of entertain- 
ers who fail to entertain, save for 





Pittsburgh, April 4. 

Slapsie Maxie Rosenbloom, Jackie | 
Heller, ving 5 Richards, Sammy} 
Lewis, Patti Moore, Shirley Heller, | 
Joe Plotski, Al Kline, Archie Tarshis | 
Orch (7); $1.50-$2.50 minimum, 





Few weeks ago the Yacht Club 
had to move to a new location, from 
the Allegheny to the Monongahela 
river, because there was a new 
wharf project coming up on their 
old front. Biz immediately nose- 
dived. It always does for a few 
weeks around here when any spot 
takes up other quarters. But Sol 
and Jackie Heller, who own the 
place, wanted to do something quick; 
they didn’t feel like waiting for the 
customers to find their own way 
casually to the slightly hidden dock 


So all they did—and against prac- 


tically everybody’s advice — was | 
book in the highest-priced floor 
show (the Slapsie Maxie Rosen- 


bloom) unit the Yacht Club has ever | 
had during what are proverbially 
the worst two weeks in the year for 
night clubs, those immediately pre- 
ceding Easter. The results have 
been little short of spectacular. 
There hasn’t been an empty table in | 
the place any midnight since Slapsie 
and his crew dropped in, and on 
Monday night (31), when any Pitts- 
burgh cafe will settle for a cash 
clientele of 75, the Yacht Club 
counted 325 heads. 


For the engagement, spot has 
raised its minimum from $1 and 
$1.50 to $1.50 and $2.50 and what 
started out to be a get-acquainted- 
with - the - new - location idea and 
‘we'll - be - satisfied - to - break- 
even’ state of mind is winding up a 


| bonanza. 


Show is the same screwy, heckling 
frolic Slapsie Maxie and his crew 
have been peddling at their Beverly | 
Boulevard (Hollywood) spot and 
they transferred intact to 
the v‘inter season this 
year. 


Rosenbloom is still doing his 
Harry Richman and his ‘I’m an Ac- 
tor,’ a la Dwight Fiske, to the razz- | 
berries of the other members of the 
troupe spotted strategically around 
the room; the clever Cully Richards 
flicks his m.c. chores with an easy, 
engaging manner, also spinning his 
familiar routine with ‘Count’ Joe 
Plotski, who bidws out the matches; 
Sammy Lewis and Patti Moore, 
while not doing blackouts on an up- 


bandstand, get off an occasional bit 
of hoofing, and Al Kline roves from 
pillar to post leading the Bronx 
chorus. It’s rowdy fun but not quite 
as funny in the rather ample Yacht | 
Club as it is in a smaller room, | 
where intimacy with such hoke as 
this give it an added effectiveness. 


Troupe is using Shirley Heller for 
the singer who gets kicked around, 
and her brother Jackie himself is 
spotted in the middle of all the 
shenanigans for his own sock song 
cycle. Does about half a dozen | 
numbers and it’s no easy trick to | 
walk out in the middle of such a’ 





Joe Cappo, emcee and imitator. His 
routine is fast but dog-eared from 
years of use. Chief Yowlatchie, a 
massive Indian with a massive war 
bonnet of feathers and a massive 
voice, booms a tune or two, and The 
Knapps, Jack and Bobby, do a lasso 
turn that must be yippee stuff at the 
rodeos but way off the course here. 
The Simp-Phonies play trick instru- 
ments that must be great stuff 
around the chuck wagon. For con- 
trast, Jan Rubini, who whips a 
wicked horsehair, fiddles away at a 
number that’s miles removed from 
the sagebrush. Salvatore Santaella, 
erstwhile band leader, plays along on 
the black-and-whites. Darryl Harpa’s 
crew, accoutred in western fashion, 
dishes up the dansapation, more to 
| the motif than for hot-footing. 

| Gebber’s associates in the promo- 
| tion are Noah Beery and a few silent 
partners. Spot accommodates around 
300. Considerable showmanship will 
| have to be injected or the trail will 
soon grow cold. Helm. 


N 


























Continued from page 36 Seen 


tune-shows there. His Lon Chaney 


| number may be a bit hokey, but his 


zany impressions of an m.c., a gum- 
chewing chorine and gal with a cry- 
ing jag are sizzlers that had the 
ringsiders rolling with deen belly- 
laughs. There’s a lusty air of pro- 
fessionalism about him and his zippy 


routine that clearly indicates De- 
Wolfe’s ready for the big time 
Pullen. 

ADRIENNE 
Songs 
10 Mins. 
Cafe Pierre, N. Y. 

Adrienne (Matzenauer) is the 
daughter of opera diva Margaret 


Matzenauer and in private life the 


| wife of Michael Myerberg, Leopold 
| Stokowski’s business manager. 
| despite such imposing musical back- 


But 


ground it’s perhaps the more sur- 
prising that she is not as pedantic in 
her song style as the above bibliog- 


|; raphy would suggest. 


A photogenic personality, of nice 
carriage, Adrienne swings operatic 
excerpts and does lighter stuff that 
runs the gamut from ‘Chi-Chi- 
Castenango’ to Lucienne Boyer's ‘S! 
Petite. She’s not altogether new in 
class cafes, having appeared at Place 
Pigalle, a chi-chi N. Y. boite some 
five years ago before she went to the 
Coast on a Metro film contract that 
resulted in her never making any 
pictures. However, this booking 


'marks her professional comeback, 


which is impressive. With Leo 
Dryer’s brisk band for accomp, she 

has excellent musical assistance. 
The Cafe Pierre (in the Hotel 
Pierre) leans to ‘smart’ song stylists, 
and has had a succession of these al- 
though Carol Bruce was the most 
successful. When Felix Ferry first 
took over this room. Adrienne, @ 
fresh personality, had a good chanct 
to repeat that signal aero 
el 
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~ MUSIC HALL, N.Y. | 


Edwina Eustis, Selma Kaye, Ed- 
ward Shayne, Charlotte Armstrong, 
Loren Hollenbeck, Music Hall Corps 
de Ballet, Rockettes, Music Hall 
Symphony Orchestra; ‘That Hamil- 
ton Woman’ (UA), reviewed in 
VarieTY, March 26. | 


If there are any periods of the 
year in which the Music Hall pulls 
everything from its production kit to 
bedazzle the eye, thev’re Easter and 
Christmas weeks. For the eighth 
consecutive year the Hall unrolls its 
now reknowned pageant, ‘Glory of 
Easter; and judging from the audi- 
ence response at the observed per- 
formance, the event still imparts a 
high sense of solemnity, awe, tonal 
appeal and graceful movement. 


With a newsreel intervening, the 
second part of the week’s stage show 
is devoted to a theme of extremely 
different mood, ‘Spring Is Here.’ 
Presented in three scenes, this sea- 
sonal greeting provides a brilliant 
blend of scenic investiture, lighting 
effects and costuming, while from 
the viewpoint of performing talent 
the Rockettes are tops by a wide 
margin. | 

The cathedral setting of the ‘Glory 
of Easter’ number, with its immense 
stained-glass window and high altar, 
continues to take the full measure of 
the spectacle-struck eye. With | 
Edwina Eustis as soloist, the choral | 
motif is again excerpts from Ruben- 
stein’s religious works, collectively 
described as ‘Kamenoi Ostrow.’ The 
Hall’s vocal ensemble joins Miss 
Eustis in the chant from their serried 
position on the boxed staircases that 
range along either of the audi- 
torium’s walls, while the white- 
garbed figures on the stage engage in 
line designs that are well in keeping 
with the theme and mood. For the 
finale the girls are so arrayed as to’) 
give the effect of a huge cross of! 
lillies, extending from the altar to 
the apron. 

Opening bit in ‘Spring Is Here’ 
section proves a skillful and imagi- 
native conception of black art enter- 
tainment. It’s tagged ‘Spring 
Fashions.” The garments, hats and 
whatnot blaze with color, but heads, ! 
legs and hands are either absent or 
appear in quixotic profusion. The 
scene moves fast and brings lots of 
chuckles. 

The next interlude is a quickie. A 
swan-like boat glides over water ef- 
fects. In the boat is Selma Kaye 
and as it crosses the stage she sings 
a ditty about spring. 

After the Rockettes, garbed in 
feathery costumes, cut through one 
of their intricate and speedy capers 
and gather plenty of applause on the! 
way, the background goes big- 
spectacle again. The scene is a pub- 
lic park pitched on a high spot along 
the Hudson River, and the punchy 
effects produced by the lighting and 
property departments are a summer 
day’s shower with scuddying clouds, | 
lightning and a downpour. Before} 
and after this combination there’s a 
parade of early electric autos, some 
eccentric and acrobatic dancing by 
Edward Shayne and Charlotte Arm- 
strong and the singins of ‘April 
Showers’ by Loren Hollenbeck. 

Odec. | 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 4. 

Bill Robinson, Jimmie Lunceford 
Orch (15) with Dan Grissom, Velma 
Middleton, Miller Bros. and Lois, 
Red Putney; ‘Knockout’ (WB). 

Plenty of zing in this bill to buck 
the Holy Week bugaboo. For people | 
who want to forget about wars and 
woes and get a load of Harlem at 
its best, there’s nothing better than 
the ‘Bojangles’ brand of tap wizardry 
backed up by the solid rhythm of 
Jimmie Lunceford’s boys. 

Sparked by an audience that ex-| 
ploded with cheers and palm-thump- | 
ing after every number, the band 
really beat it out when caught. 
Miller Bros and Lois, a nifty terping 
trio, are a surprise. Showing for 
the first time here, they give out in 
spectacular style that doesn’t suffer 
by being spotted so close to the old 
master, Bill Robinson. Their sock 
portion is the difficult footwork atop 
a narrow platform. It’s fast and 
furious all the way. 

Velma Middleton is a sepia Sophie 
Tucker. She scores with a torrid 
version of ‘Give. Baby, Give’ and ‘I 
Don’t Care for Music on the Cello,’ 
while pushing her 250-pound frame 
around in boogie-woogie style. 

Robinson is accompanied by ‘Red’ 
Putney on the keys. He wins the 
audience right from the start <nd| 
keeps them laughing and applauding | 
all through his 25-minute turn. 
With his derby cocked over one eye, 
his ever-present grin and good- 
nature, ‘Bojangles’ makes you forget 
his 60-odd years. Robinson is gen- 
erous with his encores and never 
seems to tire or run out of gags. He 
winds up his stint with a ‘preview’ 
of himself dancing at the age of 100 

Lunceford’s lads are in their usual 
groove and that means_ plenty 
whammo. They back up acts in 
grand fashion while putting on a 
great show of their own. Leading 
off with Lunceford’s own ‘Swing It 


On C,’ they follow through with 
their recording faves, ‘Whatcha 
Know, Joe?’, ‘Wham’ and others in 


!' playing the 
'absent from these 


the Lunceford book. Every member | 
of the crew is given a chance to} 
shine with drummer Jimmy Craw- 


| ford netting the bulk of the kudoes. | 


Dan Grissom, a tenor, handles the 
vocal chores neatly. 

..Biz at Friday night show (4) was 
okay, Shal. 


CHICAGO, CHI 





Chicago, April 5. 
Marty May, Three Pitchmen, Sara 
Ann McCabe, Knight Sisters, Patsy 
Kelly and ZaSu Pitts; ‘Lady Eve’ 
(Par), | 





This is the second week for the 
flicker, but it’s a new stage show 
with four standard acts and a couple 


| from the picture colony. ZaSu Pitts 
‘has played here previously as a 


single and is back again, this time 
with Patsy Kelly as a partner, and| 
between them they struggle through | 
10 minutes of nonsense that just! 
gives the audience a chance to see, 
the Misses Kelly and Pitts. 


Between them there’s some talk 
about men, they clown with Marty 
May and Miss Pitts tries to sing. | 
They finish chasing some of the) 
musicians and May back and forth 
across the stage. They and the audi- 
ence would be much happier if some 
listenable material had been pur- 
chased by the comediennes. 

May also has material trouble, but | 
it’s chronic with him. He’s been} 
struggling for years strictly on his 
excellent personality, appearance) 
and delivery. It is criminal for a 
performer with the potentialities of 
May to waste his efforts on poor stuff 
when with a good routine he might | 
well be big-time. As is, he has a 
couple of jokes that seemingly every- | 
body has heard and his flatting on 
the violin as the basis of an act. It) 
isn’t enough. 

From the days of the N. Y. World’s 
Fair come the three Pitchmen still | 
playing those round kazoos. They | 
are doing the same pitch musicalling, | 
but without doing any selling up and | 
down the aisles. But they are en- 
tertainment, and are a slice of gen- 
uine novelty stuff for any theatre. 
There is no other act just like it in 
the business and there is a definite 
place for them. They clicked sharply 
here. 

Sara Ann McCabe goes over well 
on fine appearance and vocalizing. | 
She sings the standard stuff. Knight: 
Sisters are an outstanding adagio act, | 
pair doing work usually assigned to} 
a man-and-girl team. They are ex- 
cellent in appearance and tops in 
execution. Scored solidly with these 
customers, and they'll do the same 
anywhere. 


Business okay at the last show 
Friday (4). Gold. 


jing an 
| variation from the customary stage 


| entertainment on 


| more effective delivery all 





STATE, N. Y. 


Louis Armstrong Orch (14), Big 
Time Crip, Billie Holiday, Sonny 
Woods, Ann Baker, Two Zephyrs; 


‘Come Live With Me’ (M-G). 





The Louis Armstrong band, head- 
all-colored unit, provides 


fare here, which is usually in the 


| vaude manner but often includes an 


orchestra among the attractions. 


A vet of the trumpet, Armstrong | 


and his specialists hold the stage well 
for 65 minutes, giving out plenty of 
the hot side. 
There are 14 men in the band, all in 
tails, but Armstrong himself wears a 
tux. In addition to a jam session 
shortly after the opening, the num- 
ber 
scales. sizzling heights. ‘In the 
Mood,” one of the band numbers, is 
likewise in burning swing tempo and 
considerably forte on the brass. 
Armstrong toots his trumpet, hit- 
ting those high and sustained notes, 


|! on three numbers that wind up the 


unit. His vocal bit on ‘Shoe Shine 
Boy’ is included. 

Ann Baker, one of the soloists, is 
on early, singing an arrangement of 
a pop and aé follow-up number. 


Scories nicely, aided by appearance. | 


Another 
Woods, 


swing 
who's a 


singer is 
little stiff 


Sonny 
in the 


| selling but has an excellent voice. 


He was forced to encore when 
caught. 

Still another vocalist is Billie Holi- 
day, blues and torcher who offers 
three numbers topped by the oldie 
‘Body and Soul.’ She also was held 
for an encore, with the audience 
going for her wares in a big way. 

Big Time Crip, one-legged dancer, 
and the Two Zephyrs, with a variety 
routine, are the other acts. Reminis- 
cent of Pegleg Bates, Crip does a 
dance on his only leg that lands him 
nicely. Zephyrs, young lads, open 
as washboard musicians, do some 
comedy, a slow-motion session and 


finally dance bits. They do 
right. 

Business at the last show Thursday 
good. Char. 


CITY, N. Y. 


Blanche Calloway Orch (12), Bo 
Jenkins, Howell and Baties, Gwen 


Friends’ (20th-Fox). 





Blanche Calloway’s 
‘Harlem Revue’ embraces a good deal 
of first rate talent, but it needs 
plenty of tightening and speeding. 
Show running approximately 68 min- 
utes could easily be cut 10 or 15 
minutes to ensure smoother and} 
round. 


| There is entirely too much salesman- | 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 





Boston, April 3. 
Cortello’s Hollywood Canines, 
Smith, Rogers and Eddie, Rose 
Marie, Gene Sheldon with Linda 
Preston, The Six Grays, Larry Flint 
House Band; ‘Footlight Fever’ 
(RKO) and ‘Sign of the Wolf’ 
(Mono). 





A very satisfactory variety bill. 

Gene Sheldon, billed on top, and 
next-to-shut, has been 
boards for too 
long, and he gets a nice welcome. 
While his routine seems unchanged 
it’s like welcoming back a pleasant 


memory. The laughs come steadily 
and often as he plays hokum and 
straight banjo, clowns with the 


drummer and muggs and pantomimes 
with Linda Preston, who feeds the 
cues. The finger-sewing bit is still 
one of the neatest encores in the 
business. ' 
Back for an early return engage- 
ment is Rose Marie, repeating two 
numbers that scored on her appear- 
ance here only a few weeks ago: the 
radio star impersonations and the 
Italian comedy number done in both 
foreign and English verses. Opens 
with ‘Lucky Mr. Smith’ and ‘Nightin- 
gale Sang in Berkeley Square,’ then 
really warms the mike with a slick 
arrangement of ‘Shine. Takes two 
encores without forcing the issue 
Cortello’s dogs get the bill off to a 
good start, with good reception to the 
entire routine of pup impersonations 
of Hollywood characters. The lazy 
Stenin Fetchit dog skipping rope 
with Cortello and the loose-jointed 
one as the fur-piece impress most. 
Cortello is clever in his handling of 
the canine entertainers and knows 
how to sell an act which shows evi- 
dence of long, persistent rehearsing. 
Smith, Rogers and Eddie, new 
faces here, fill the deuce satis- 
factorily with a slapstick turn that’s 
best when the two boys are hoofing 
a soft-shoe eccentric. and worst 
when they get dirty with the femme 
partner. The closing challenge has | 
some acro flips and flashy buck ’n 
wings that get ’em off to a pleasing 
finish. Their short encore of re- 
strained eccentric in close formation 
also got a good hand. 
Six Grays, closing, 
okay dance flash that 
time marches on. Vocal of ‘Loch 
Lomond’ and the Tiller line finish 
by entire company stand out: the 
solo tap by the boy is a very praise- 
worthy session of rhythmic hoofing 


Fox. 


provide an 
improves as 


| without resorting to it. 
| appears as 


| number across. 


ship used from the stage, and that by | 
performers who can get by nicely) 
At times it 
if acts are purposely 
being stretched out to kill time. 
Despite indifferent routining every 
one of the specialties is more than 
adequate when they actually get 
down to work. 


Bo Jenkins, clever tapper, follows 
two orch numbers, with Miss Cal- 
loway contributing vocals and lead- 
ing. Jenkins is lithe and rhythmic 
on his pins, and for a finale scores 
with two tap routines which he re- 
fers to as ‘Diggin’ a Hole’ and 
‘Breaking a Leg.’ Yet all the way 
Jenkins persists in trite patter. 

Miss Calloway returns after 
Jenkins to register strongly in| 
warbling two typically Harlemese 
tunes. Howell and Baties, singing 
and comedy team, provide a few 
laughs. The bigger boy is perfectly 
at home on the stage with his pan- 
tomime and deadpan material best 
suited. Straight man puts one song 
Turn slows down 
with some gag fiddling which could 
be trimmed. 

An_ iron-lunged soprano, 
Reyde, scores with the 
Serenade’ from ‘Thr Firefly’ and 
‘Gypsy Makes Violin Cry.’ Miss 
Redye errs in trying for a buildup 
instead of swinging into numbers 
with brief mention of titles. For 
closer garners applause on an- 
nouncement that she’s about to give 
imitation of a prima at grand opera 
and disappoints when she goes into 
the swing ‘I’ve Got Rhythm’ instead. 

Otto Eason, rollerskate hoofer, is a 
graceful flash in the next-to-closing 
spot. Dance on skates, including 
taps up and down small staircase, is 
a corker. Miss Calloway closes with 
a hot rendition of ‘Rivka. Band 
clicks solidly all the way. 

Biz was off at show caught, and 
physical characteristics of the thea- 
tre still present biggest obstacle to 
improved grosses. Mori. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Gwen 
‘Donkey 


in which drums are featured) 


all-colored 


idling to close. 


| That opened the door wide for 
| Blackstone, too. 

| In the past, closest he’s ever got- 
ten in recent years to the big time 
locally was about 18 months ago 
when he did a week at the Senator 
when Harris outfit tried to make a 
| vaudfilm spot of that house. For the 
most part since then, Blackstone’s 
work in this section has been con- 
fined to the smaller towns and the 
nabe sites. But now that he’s here, 
the wonder of it is that he hasn't 
gotten the break before this. 

For his magic unit is an excellent 
entertainment and while Blackstone 
may not be quite the showman that 
Dante is, still he gets by very nicely 
and his dozen or more big illusions 
are tailor-made for any trade. He 
uses half a dozen comely femme as- 
| Sistants whom he has dressed in re- 
spectable stages of undress and 
they add a definite dash of s.a. to 
the proceedings. There are four or 


five men helping him out, too, and | 


_ that comprises the whole show. An 
inexpensive layout for a deluxer, but 


surprise. 


Opening today (4) was 
above everybody's expectations and 
practically anything is gravy Holy 
| Week. 

| Blackstone packs plenty of laughs 
in his layout, too, through the fa- 
;miliar trick of iuring flock of cash 
customers out of the audience to 
serve as willing stooges. Always 
manages to grab a couple of kids, 
too, and their self-consciousness or 
the lack of it, as the case may be, 
|as he pulls rabbits out of the air, 
| makes ’em disappear and reappear 
| again, can invariably be counted on 
| for quick and heavy returns. 

All the old magic standbys are in- 
|cluded in the Blackstone repertoire 
|but the veteran sleight-of-hander, 
| who doesn’t look exactly unlike Leo- 
pold Stokowski these days, has 
flicked a new twist to most of them. 
For instance, his Indian rope trick 
| winds up with a turbaned stooge 
|climbing the stiffened hemp and 
| then dissolving into thin air when 
| Blackstone fires a blank at him. The 
live horse that walks into a pertable 
| stall and a second Jater is no more 
|is another one of his high-spots and 
the swiftchange finale,~in which 
Blackstone and an assistant appar- 
ently change identities during the 
progress of the stunt, is a first-rate 
curtain. 
| Max Adkins’ 
‘show from pit, and doesn’t have a 





|whole lot to do, but Adkins on a 
Reyde, Otto Eason; ‘Murder Among 


couple of occasions acts as a Black- 


stone stooge and so do one or two} 


of his boys. Cohen. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, April 5. 
Edith Rogers Dahl, Phil Kaye, 
Maxine Brothers and Bobby, Wilkey 
and Dare, Lester Harding, Bill 
Bailey, House Line, Herb Six House 
Orch; ‘Golden Hoofs’ (20th). 


Balance sheet of entertainment 
here this week winds up in the black 


| though not without some entries on 


both sides of the ledger. For 
marquee value the name of Edith 
Rogers Dahl, actress whose photo- 
graphic appeal to General Franco 
saved her husband’s life, is listed 
| prominently, but she makes both 
debit and credit entries. With con- 


siderable help from the house regu- 
lars and a brace 
acts, bill sums up to the usual aver- 
age here. 

Bit of production with the band 
chiming into the first line number, 
wherein the chorines rhyme a line 
or two vocally, is a novelty open- 


ing. As first standard act Lester 
Harding, m.c., brings out Maxine 
Brothers and Bobby, a_ trained 
pooch. Men combine acrobatic 


stunts with some clever tricks from 


the little white dog for strong audi- | 


ence appeal. In second spot is Bill 
Bailey, product of local amateur 
night, trying to do too many diliffer- 
ent types of entertainment, but 
wisely winding with tap dancing 
that outshines his vocals and trum- 
peting. Harding follows with his 
own singing chore, this time bari- 
toning ‘It All Comes Back to Me 
Now’ in fine fashion Limits him- 
self to one number and turns the 
stage back to the line, which taps 
out ‘Hear a Rhapsody’ to rhythms 
of foxtrot, conga, tango and rhumba. 


Wilkey and Dare register strongly 


with clever acrobatic spins and 
terps, with femme member mugging 
her part. Then Phil Kaye takes 


over from Harding to introduce Mrs. 
Dahl. Her stage entrance is best of 
her act as her platinum locks, sun- 
tanned complexion (she’s recently 
back from Central American dates) 
and white gown give her a striking 
sendoff. On the performance side 
her entry is slight, consisting of vo- 
cals, a monolog telling of her Span- 
ish ‘interlude, and some slight fid- 
Kaye has the mike 


|from thereon to impersonate promi- 





Pittsburgh, April 4. 

Blackstone, Max Adkins Orch 
(16); ‘Bad Man’ (M-G)., 

WB deluxer’s Holy Week booking 
just goes to show the Dante influ- 
ence. Couple of years ago, idea of 
bringing in a magic show for this 
3,600-seater would have been 
laughed at. But that was before 
Dante played the Nixon last fall at 
$1 top and popped everybody's eyes 
out with his more than $10,000 gross 


|nent broadcasting voices of the day. 


Finale by line is a neat comedy 
eccentric routine to ‘Glow-worm,’ 
with gals in grotesque comedy cos- 
tumes getting heavy audience ap- 
proval. In 50 minutes, show slightly 
outruns usual length. Quin. 


Griff Williams band signed to Okeh 


label to replace the JLawrence 
Welk crew, which shifted to Deccz. 
Williams does first date in Chicago 
today (Wed.) 


|it may turn out to be a profitable | 


house orch plays | 


of good standard | 


| ROXY, N. Y. 


| 
! 





Larry Adler, Al Bernie, Ann Du- 


Pont, Weldon Barr, 12 Esquires, 
Gae Foster Girls; ‘Pot O’ Gold 
(UA), reviewed in this issue of 
VARIETY. 


Thanks to three standout singles, 
all men, the Roxy stage show this 
week packs entertainment wallop. 
The embellishments provided by the 
house production staff make for 
color, especially the South American 
flash where the male squad mingles 
with the girl chorus to maneuver 
trickily. 

Larry Adler is program-described 
as a harmonica virtuoso. He clearly 
deserves the appellation on artistic 
ability. Additionally, he acts the 
part, having a touch of the dignity 
and the grand manner of the concert 
platform to which, in fact, he has 
been initiated. Adler's mastery of 
the mouth organ is something be- 
yond ordinary expectations to those 
encountering his talents for the first 
time, although, of course, his per- 
formance and standing are well 
known in show business, includin 
| international bookings. Adler ha 
| no troubles in sparking the big Roxy 
to detonate in vibrating acclaim. 

Al Bernie, a frequent repeater at 
the Roxy, keeps his turn always up 
to date. Posssessed of an acute ear, 
his mimicry exploits the familiar 
voices of radio. By the quick 
familiarity he evokes and the sound 
professional editing and choice of 
material he exemplifies, Bernie 
qualifies as a surefire pop enter- 
tainer. His routines on President 
Roosevelt and Wendell Willkie are 
both artistically creative and good 
examples of vaudeville sensitivity to 
the appeal and the essence of de- 
mocracy. A country remains healthy 
where this sort of spoofing is un- 
restrained. 

The third male single, Weldon 
Barr, is a dance stylist of clear-cut 
and clean-cut merit. His impres- 
sions of other dancers are excellent, 
notably his Fred Astaire. He tops 
these by being himself with a display 
of technical performance and a crea- 
tive feeiing that puts him well above 
| the average. A solo dancer has to be 
| good. Weldon Barr is. 

Ann DuPont is officiating with the 
| licorice stick as the substitute for 
Paul Ash while the latter holidays. 
She handled herself and her an- 
nouncements okay Thursday night 
at the 10 o’clock show. Maybe a bit 
dry-lipped from nerves, but she'll 
smooth out with more performances 
under her girdle, 

Horace Heidt popped out to make 
a personal appearance along with his 
United Artists picture, ‘Pot O’ Gold.’ 
He brought along three of his 
| talented aides and together they pro- 
| vided an added segment of diversion. 
| When Heidt boldly asked the audi- 
; ence, ‘Did you like the picture?’, the 
| response was more courteous than 
spontaneous, Land. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLY 
’ 











Ina Ray Hutton Orch (15) with 
| Stuart Foster; Dennett and Day, 
| Block and Sully, Helen Morgan, 


| Frances Faye; Shorts and News- 
reels. 





This isn’t a very well rounded bill 
and it’s only partially effective in its 
playing. Frances Faye and Ina Ray 
| Hutton’s band do the best job of 

holding the layout together. Bill 

runs approximately 70 minutes as 
compared with the usual 85-90; yet it 
| drags in spots, 

| Miss Hutton’s band of six brass, 
| four sax and four rhythm is a sharp- 
ly improved combination that turns 
in a solidly satisfying session on its 
own and in accompaniment of the 
rest of the layout. It ranges from 
_ ballad to jump to drive stuff here 
_and is neat at all tempoes. Several 
of its lively, well-written arrange- 
| ments revived the almost-forgotten 
palmbeating in the balcony when 
caught, notably ‘Angry,’ a number 
which gives Miss Hutton a chance to 
exercise her batoning hi-jinks. She’s 
still pulling femme gasps with gown 
changes during lulls, but doesn't 
make as many shifts as formerly. 

In addition to her vocals, Miss 
Hutton has a baritone, Stuart Foster, 
who does ‘I Hear a Rhapsody’ and 
‘Amapola’ nicely. His one fault, if 
it can be called that, is that he ap- 
parently has been a diligent listener 
to Bob Eberly, Jimmy Dorsey’s vocal- 
ist. Foster’s interpretation of the 
rhythmic ‘Angry,’ however, which 
comes later in his stint, is n.s.g. He's 
not a rhythm singer. 

Dennett and Day, neat novelty 
| turn, work up front and got off with 
| a salvo. Pair present a nice routine 

of unison drumming, using chairs in 

place of skins, combining it with 
unison tapping. After a single bit by 
the boy, latter shifts to the wings to 
| pick up the girl, who has a tom-tom 
in each hand and a cymbal strapped 


to her head. He beats each for a 
finish. 

Block and Sully need new ma- 
terial. Not much of the stuff they’re 


using here has much favorable effect. 
Most of it has been used too often, 
some by other turns, and it stacks up 
as pretty tasteless stuff. Pair split 
their work, being on for a short ses- 
sion early and returning later in 
dress clothes, It’s not until the later 
(Continued on page 47) 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 9, 1911 








Variety Bills 


——————_—___ —_—_ 


WEEK APRIL 11 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate 
show, whether full or split week 


opening day of 























— | Chuck & Chuckles |3 Kitaros 
Martin & Allen Willie Solar 
TORRINGTON =| Burns & Burnache R 
oeW (One to fll) 
Alhambra (12-18) WASHINGTON 
Ezra Stebbins Co | Howard (13) 
PITMAN | Peters Sis 
y (12 ly) | Sit & Siam 
NEW YORK CITY | BRIDGEPORT | Broadway (1% only m 
State (10) Majestic (11) 
E lewis Singer Co c 
: , e olis WASHINGTON o P 
Peggy Fears Capitol (il) | ¢ t 
G uae & Jeanne | Horace Heidt Ore | a are 











Paramount NEW YORK CITY 








Clarence Profit 8 


{ 
Tito Guizar 
Place Elegante 


| Ernest Franz Ore 
Lernice Manning 


Dorothy Lewis 
Heasiey Twins 
Hazel Franklin 

Hotel Taft 


Franlie Masters Or| Bill Farrell 
taldorf- | Joe Ravazo 
Rete ae | Vincent de Costa 
(Empire Koom) | Art Tubertint 
: Tino Donelli 
Leighton Noble Ore 


Mischa Borr Ore Rainbow Grill 


Adelaide Moffett | Barry Winton Ore 
Stan Kavanagh j} Julian & Marjori 
(Sert Room) Jean Murray 
Navier Cugat Ore Rainbow Room 
Rosario & Antonio | yraotty Malneck Ore 
Iceland Restaurant | Velero Sis Ore 


Chandra Kaly Danc 


Bobby Norris Ore a ; 
Manuel Ovando Orc Mili Monti F 
Alex Hurd Walton & O'Rourke 
Kenny Williams | Ruban Bleu, 
Joe yO n | Mildred Bailey 
E leen { ae | brenda Forbes 
Betty Lanzer | Delta Boys 
Munroe Setan 

Kelly’s Stable Russian Kretchma 
I vy Oro Nicolas Matthey Or 
meen enti ° Peter Nemiroff Ore 
hag Mtr gang Olga Ivanova 


Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 


la Conga Adia Kuznetzoff 
Jack Harris Ore Senia Karavaeft 
Noro Morales Ore Michel Michon 
Josephine Del Mar | Mishi Uzdanoff 
f.uba Malina | Arisiak Arafelova 





Geo Church Sawdust Trail 
Rosita & Pancho Francis Renault 
La Martinique Martin Bros 

ID Artega Ore June Boyd 
Herbert Curbello O Helere Francis 
Karen Cooper Kay Burke 
Peggy & Moro Julia Gerity 


} 

| Gene Stockwelj 
|; Phylits Vaugha 
| June Spacher 
| Marlene Dale 
| Suzanne Propst 

| Ruth Gans 

| Herb Rudolphs Ore 


| Chez Paree 
| Tou Breese Ore 
Morton Downey 
Frank Libuse 
|} 16 Commanders 
lois Wallner 
Sterner Sis 
Evans Gls 

Club Alabam 
Tonya 
Mickey Dunn 
Ann Mac 
Virginia Tee 
Harriet Norris 
Allen Coe 
Rernie Adler 
Effie Burton 
Paullette La Pierre 
Dave Unell Ore 
Dorothy Dale 
Eddie Roth Ore 

Club Minuet 
Helene Carol 
Rita Ray 
Alvira Morton 
Ethel Brown 
Fillmore Shermas 
Art Fischers Ore 
Del Estes 

Colony Club 
Bobby Ramos Ore 
Monchita Ore 


Colosimos 


Tirza 
Le w 


Parker 




















Eleanor Knight 
Georgette Daniels 
Elisse Cooper 
BIll’s Gay 90's 
Charles Strickland 


Armando's Mim! Kellerman 
Coley Worth 
orr Or 
r-4 a =e “- . | Marcia Ray 
edrit« f | 
‘ ; nner ; Ann Pennington 
NEW YORK “re , State Lake (11) Jayne Manners Fel gig rss 
Parameonut (9) Nick Lucas neiuatinai ) 
Ber tman O DULUTH pet - Gr’nwi’h Village Inn 
tr a ’ Garrick (12-14) Michael Loring Ore Anthony Trini Ore 
I a Sue Major bow (Co Pancho Or« rhe 
Copacabana Rev MIAMI Elsa Valladares meemeuanen 
ATLANTA Olympia (10-13) | Carmen Amaya — 
Paramount (13) | Gleason to Bill Bertolottt's 
: A a in Ore | George Tapps yy ee : 
CHICAGO Muriel Angelus | » pe eng p ise Ore 
Chicago (11) | Merle, DuVal & L red a ‘ 
, ederi 
Fddie Howard Don Cummings ede ; 
Briants SUPERIOE | ore 2 - 
’ 5 q r lias 
Sterner Sis Palace (15-17) | £ as 


Gene Sheldon Major Bowes Co 








RKO 


BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN 


1619 BROADWAY 


NEW YORK 


INDEPENDENT 


COL. 5-0930 








lulu Bates 
Fred Bishop 














| Spike Harrison 





Dorita 


' 
Harold Willard , k 
BOSTON CLEVELAND | Harry Donnelly vee wel Coo | 
Keith (10) omen a tens” Bernie ge Zieanor Knight 
é ! "s -*ierr ie y M; 
Crazy Show Douglas & Priscilla oo oe fever Manning 











Milt Britton Ore Allen Jones | Leo Dryer Ore J _ 
Tommy Rafferty Irene Hervey +Adrie’ne Matzenauer | a Sp crete " 
Fito Blackstone Cafe Soclety | Fran M< ormicl 
Helen Pammer (4) (Midtown) Havana-Madrid 
Zellit & Eng Bros cr awki “ inatte avs . 
rt hte Fea Co oe, eee ile O} John Kirby Ore | Froilan Maya Ore 
Nan Rae Co \ hae Fae ssichas Eddie South Ore Juanito Sanabria Ur 
7 wicca Congaroo Dane | Hazel Scott Arture , by jee 
CINCINNATI ee one iGolden Gate 4 Pepita & Lucia 
DAYTON Valea 
s] tif iCarlo alades 
Shubert (11) =| = Colonial (11) | PACK Gilford pie gg 
Red Hot & Beautiful| Gautier Co Cate Society | Rosita Ortega 
(4) | Norchalants | (Village) Seal 
Stars Over H'wood | Cinda Glenn | Henry Allen Ore Hickory House 
Shirley Deane ; Rimacs Kenneth Spence Babe Russin Orc 
Senator Murphy } (4) Meade Lux Lewis | Hotel Astor 
f:oss & UaPicrre | Berrivici Co rol {Art Tatum Dick Kuhn Ore 
Lester Ohman Pan American Fol | yrealena Horne att paar 
Mercer Bros SYRACUSE Helena Horne == | Sande Williams Orc 
Allen & Hodges | Strand (11) | = Hotel Belmont 
Melody Men Screwballs of ’41 | Casino Russe Plaza 
Cornel’s Codolban O/arthur Ravel Ore 
Kris Kay Or Joe Pafumy Ore 
Nina Tarasova Lucille Johnson 


Markoff 
Matvienko 
Borca 


Gypsy 
Dmitri 
Yanco 
Lunia Nesterova 
Tina Boleva 
Georges Stefanescu 


Carole & Sherod 

| Marcia Neil 

| Belmont Balladeers 
Hotel Biltmore 

| 

Clyde Lucas Orc 


Warner 








NEW YORK CITY PITTSBURGH 





, 
; . | Chate Moderne | Betty Allen 
Strand Stanley (4) | Chatens ” lieadnen Weaver 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore Blackstone | Maurice Shaw Ore Betty Kean 
Tip Tap & Toe READING Gabriel lGevert %& Reed 
(4) | Astor (11-12) Ruth Richmond | ‘ . 
Charlie Spivak Ore Tommy Reynolds O| pick Wade | Hotel Bossert 
Scalen Warna | WASHINGTON Sam Grassis | (Brooklyn) 
Emmett Oldfield Co| Gae Seow ‘aie | Leo Mantin | Eddie Lane Ore 
: | Gs “¢ r &G cille Jarro j 
Rute Davis | Hellmans | woe Be aod ts Mote! Breveort 
PHILADELPHIA Lorraine & Rognan Club 18 | Paula Lawrence 
Earle (11) | Ben Yost Co | ss | Tana 
Will Bra lley Ore (4) | G Andrews Ore |Pa ‘o Sierra 
Hal LeRoy Martha Raye Rev | Peter Brent Ore j}Sam Ray 
Lynn, Royce & V_ | Cristianis | Hazel McNulty | Julius Monk 
(4) |W & G Ahearn Jack Whalen | Norbert Facont 
Jimmy Lunceford O|'} J & M Muicay Leila Gaynes Margaret Scott 
1 tobinso ' Swifts ¢ ing | ~o 
Bill Robinson 3 Swifts cca or ogye aes | Hotel Edison 
Terry Lasky | Mal Hallett Ore 
Janet Lind Madeline Gray 
Inde endent Club Gaucho | Hotel Essex House 
D Don Miguel Oro Paul Baron Ore 
Currito & Coral Grace Morgan 


Winnie Duncan Lucille Matthews 














' 
i ' 
* a |} Olgwa Barat 7 
NEW YORK CITY | F & J Hubert ee ene | Motel Lextngtes 
Musle Hall (10) | Jerry & Turk | Jose Perez | Ray Kinney Ore 
Edwina Eustice CAMDEN | = Club Waikiki | Hotel Lincoin 
Shayne & Armstr’g | " Towers (12-14) itticaia ciome Ove See samae Ore 
Seana Nase |} Vancing otarrs i Lotu Ah sincolnairs 
Toran Hollenbeck |W alt Coolidge j hat ied cio Hotel McAlpin 
Rockettes Hi-Lo-Jack Co | Copacabana ; 
Corps de Ballet | Pen Blue | Nat Brandwynne Or Johnny Messner Or: 
Erno Rapee Symph Victoria Tr Peery Juarez | Hotel New Yorker 
Koxy (10) ELIZABETH |} Frank Marti Ore Bobby Byrne Ore 
Larry Adler | Liberty (10-13) | J¥an Arvizu , | Dorothy Claire 
Al ern | Sammy White | Estelle & LeRoy Jerry Wayne 
We lon Karr | Co-Eds Fert And s Alvares Diosa Costello 
12 Esquires }Ray & Harrison i . awe 7 | Victoria Cordova 
Ann DuPont | Janet May Co = rere Jesus Martinez 
Paul Ash Ore | FREEPORT | Cuban Casino ts sae a ttas 
| ~ ’ ¢ 00 & vade 
Apollo (11) } re 49 Consuelo Moreno 
mn l = a (10-12) 1Don Casanova Hotel Park Centrat 
E wat gerald Ore A kta sis Dimas & Belen (Cocoanut Grove) 
cnc ao | Dezo & Pol y Day | Effi Dorre Buddy Clarke O 
St Th as Harrington & Green| Diamond Horseshoe |/J0se Do guez O 
Dar ya lack Wald 
5 son Co WEEE sre Dr. Rockwell Len , 
Bir Villiams HARTFORD |Mae Murra “ * pe Pas 
e yt on | “a 7 , {it rt. Syvre ) 
Wishire & Robiness State (12-14) j Nita Naldt » iWiewen & Binks 
Riviera (13) | Eddie Cantor |Carlyle Blackwell Bunny H 
P | Tr >1 (ore | Dinah Shore | Joe i How ard | ee nlite 
de re ne rel Dut: I iRoss e, Jr. Ginger Dele 
. » Da Mr uffy ly : ics as Sylvia Barry 
> faotls Olive Major une Mann 
P & B Maginl Edgar Fairchild | Della Lind Hotel Pennsytvania 
Windsor (10) , AT, Geo Fontana 
Ina R Hit .o Ciyde SicCoy Ore , Jimmy Dorsey Or 
n tay Huttor | | ee | - ; 
Frances Fa NEWAKK Gitte Gray Helen O'Connell 
H \ | he - . Bob Eberle 
felen Morgan Adams (11-14) |Charles King | 
Block & Sully | Charlie Spivak Ore |Mangean Sis Hotel Plaza 
Denett & Dae 2 oe Mulcay E] Chico | Dick Gasparre Ore 
ATLANTIC CITY | Harry Reso * aves De Marcos 
Fellows & Evans Don Alberio Ore | Paul Haakon 


Steel Pier (13 only) Manuela del Rio 








3 Dancing Debs PATERSON Alberto Torres Josephine Houston 
Isabel Jewel _Mujestic (15-17) Carlos Montoya Hotel Roosevelt 
Ryan & Benson Fellows & Evans Trianita | Guy Lombardo Ore 
ont role > 
+ Aud - oi (léour 1 Ary tudolph Cueto Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Chr tani Tr Pee ee ) Maria Lopez Bob Grant Ore 
sear a eas | oe eee Charro Gil 8 breg ae 
BALTIMORE (Three to fill) El Morocco | ek . it 
‘ > r . Ernie Holst Ore j otel Shelton 
ett gt mee (10) et ee Don Devodi Ore | Johnny Johnson Or 
GaB Maison Mark Dawson Reva Reyes | Hotel St. George 
Tenens Woods Carlton Emmy }Carla & Fernanda | (Brooklyn) 
Balin: Sunpete Stone & Lee | Famous Door Dave Martin Ore 
pipes gy Joan Lee Skeets Tolbert Orc | Dee Williams 
State (13-16) | Sonya Silane i G ; wns sega : re | Yank Porter 
fo _ = Art Carney ay rite Way | pick Fulbright 
ie Poa 


16 Lonergan Gls Shep Fields Ore Bill Dillard 








Bruns & Burnache R} . t Fae Stes 
(10-12) H¢ : fee pe ll ge | ne SS. Berks 
Le Mars Alexander & Santos! Bob Shea Eddie Varzos Or< 
Jaciie Horner Flash & Dash 'Caroi King Vivian Blaine 
Joe May Co Chester Doherty Gis Geraldine & Joe } Johnny Howard 
BROOKLYN PROVIDENCE Gloria Blake Claire & Arena 
Tlatbush (10) Metropolitan Marion Miller | Hotel St. Regi» 
nArlie Barnet Or (12-14) | Jorge Negrete Hal Saunders Or« 
—_ . ngman Woody Herman Ore Juanita Rios Gus Martei Orc 


Danny Kaye Betty Jane Carleton 


Frances Mercer Leshe & Rollins 
Larue Spivy’s Roof 
> . Spivy 
Eddie Davis Ore | . , 
Joseph Smith Ore | Haywood & Allen 
: } Frank Shuman 
Le Coq Rouge’ | Vera Sanotf 
Geo Sterney Ore Stork Club 
Bela Bizony |Sonny Kendis Ore 
Mleanor French | Ray Benson Ore 
Leon & Eddie’s | Gloria Hope 
lou Martin Ore he “ Fareannre 
Eddie Davis , ci Seda c 
lackie Miles Panchito Orc 
DeMay, Moore & M |Veris 
\iaxine De Shon Sheila Barrett 


Grace Drysdale | Paul Draper 
Shayne & Armstr’g 


kelaine 


Village Barn 


Arden Col M Prager Ore 
iirley Lioyd {Cass Franklin 
Marie McDonald | Laura Kellogg 
Olga Mendez |} Marian Vinay 
Gale 6 |} Mary & T Atkins 


Mon Paris |Zeb Carver Co 


Heywood Powers Or Whirling Top 
Dick Wilson Ore Teddy King Orc 
Kleanor French grid Bla “ hard 
‘ slyan De 
Monte Carlo Ginger Wayne 








Ted Straeter Ore | Susan & Christine Lew Story Ore Todd's Theatre-Cafe | 
| Marie Lawler aie T 
Nord Richardson | Prof T.ambertl 
LOS ANGELES ten Yost Singers § 
lll Hat |} Paul Remos Co, 
Biltmore Bowl \ La Conga Sid Tomack | Coriell 
ae > 3 fallac 
Jimmy Castle Theodores Reis Bros i Me naw Iburt 
Huddy Hughes Leon Navara Ore Ruth Wayne | ; l roid Gl, —— 
Ambassadorettes Phillip Lopez Ore Marshall & Sheild | Todd Gis 
Dorothy Brandon | Macambo Cafe Alphen sere | Joe Sanders Ore 
Shea & Raymond | ce . Rae Sane Aas Seen Oe 
Kverett West | H imbertos Bd 
Heate | Phil Ohman’s Ore PHILADELPHIA 
‘orinna Mura Palladium | 
Chuck Foster Oro Merry Macs | Club Bali { Bubbles Shelby 
Casa Manana Richard Himber O | ajay Fielding Ore |}Grace O'Hara 
Jack Teagarden Or Paris Inn | Bali-lovelies | pg nd 
ease ; X: ae «% . Lay saveriy 
Cocoanut Grove Kenny Henryson | x bese: or | King’s Swing Ore 
| Dominic ierardo & elen | 
Mary Parker | Marg’rite & M’rtinez | Lina Romay | Giay 90's Cafe 
Billy Daniel Hent Monet Adel Mara | . , 
Mitchell Leisen Rev | Johnson Ice Follies | Miauelito Valdes Phil Wood Ore 
reddie Martin Ure | Helen Harrison _ Nico Lopez eae 
: : | . ae i Nat ison 
Earl Carroll | Hels n Milles Ben Franklin May Joy 
Buster Shaver | Chuck Henry Ore I.eo Zollo Ore Ann Fisher 
Olive & George Pirates Den Fay & Gordon (H Walton Roof) 
> Debonairs | elias . Mor le in 
Beryl Wallace a eee 1 Se | Giemeur Gis 
: Wally Boag | Ralph Eastwood | Helen Heath 
l'rankie Conville | Carmitt Patricia King | a res 
\iary Peterbeck ig ey ; ; } Bob Russell 
Spt le | Henry Grant Carrot’ i'Vera Neva 
I I ara Gate 3 Fitt urroil’s | ning : 
Sunt Dale | Blacl A | - I l ll Fybeheeregge 
: : Black Andy Jonna Darne ( nbus & : 
Barbara O’Drew | Scie Shades Cnarlie acon Orc fumeus & Carrel 
Keyes’ Khumba Bd Tom Savas Grace Gordon Miche , ‘Sandi 
St Clair & Day leg taped ; pa : . | oes 
Succunieie “en y | Nick Cochran Ore pare \ med Peppino & Carmen 
Pn gagg a Rhuinboogie bated s : aes Neil l’ontaine Ore 
Rill Brady 14 Kit Cats P22 Caveatiattas piss hrane & Nadyne 
Manny Strand Ore | Lois Galloway |} Wilbur Rance lay onda Stevenson 
ss Edd Peace Manuel Ovando Ore 
Florentine Garden | poryihy Garbo Club 13 | Hotel Philadelphia 
'G Anniversary ; Ces Pee Johnson O i | (Philadelphia Rm) 
Fred Scott | Harrie Hale Carlotts } 
Low, Hite & Stanly | Scheherazade Cafe | Frankie Lee | “ps ny 4 
Sugar Geise | Yascha Borowski « Mystics Vocal Trio 
David Marshall Ore! Alex Morison Ba ness Raudon Ashburns 
Charlie Foy’s Club andra Karina Mis a ee Dick Wharton Ore 
hKiussian Gypsy Ore - ; 
arlie Foy 2 pS) c Shandor & Margo Jam Session 
urd Sues Seven Seas Margie & Babs eo Lutz 
Stanley Lili Kipikona Ros Venut Joe Hooker 
B Evans Benny Kaha Joan I] lel Mickey House 
Jerry Conpen Puanani Mathews Cusano’s | Billy Kretchmer 
icorge ee Charli per , 
Art alot Ore | toed 1 Pi mg ? Lou Ferlano | Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
ages F r Kay Trotter ym ¢ Fant . 
Goons tienen tedee Robby Mathews . ae or J mmy \ enuti Ore 
: Heal Johnie Bright Orc The \ ee pverry Gordon 
5 ealy Wave Vant eld Niles & Joan 
Neville Fleeson Somerset House Eari Wiit Helen Wilson 
I y Riley H y Ringland Lou Martin Black Eye Peas 
Margaret Whiting Elliott Carpenter Rut Melle Agnes Barry ; 
Peter Lind Hayes O| Lou Sailee Ore 3 Jays | ‘ 
ert Ellerton ers I Di Pinto’s Little Rathskeller 
Grace Hayes a ba’ a | Charlotte Vogue 
Rebecca Hayes | Fred Skinner ae la ‘Tour | DeLloyd McKay 
tady e vonne Ker f e & y 
House of Murphy 5 aes Bentley W hitie Fielde Fosbped aa 
Beth Reynolds Ss Topsy’s | Eddie King Ore | Victor Hugo's Ore 
Frankie Gallagher | The Topsyettes Embassy | Count Boris 
Jean Neunier | Beverly & Revel Bae kes |Ed Kinley 
Gordon Bishop ; Paul Locke hee \ifford | M 
Katherine Dehaven | Ivan Scott | lois Palmer Manoa Inn 
Bob Murphy Wilshire Bow) [ane cantes | Jack Hitchinson 
| Marquita Rivera is , 
‘It’ Caf meas lta R Smythe & Delores 
afe | Velascos Benton Twins Geo & Lilly Gordon 
lav 7 - +1. iia . : . : . . ’ 
Dave Forrester Ore |Skinnay Ennis Ore | Los ¢ ucarachas | Nancy Newell 
Dolores Del Carme? | Dolores 
CHICAGO | ase wee _ Frank Cuneo Ore 
| Cur eiler Orc } 
} | Mayo's 
Ambassador Hotel | Grandfat’r’s Follies | Evergreen Casino | ¢,,, Johnson © 
ius . son Ore 
\ (Pump Room) Blackstone Hotel | MacArthurs | Lenny Ress 
‘irginia Hays (Bali | De Mar & Denis | Dotti 5 
t 3 alinese Rm. | De é ise ottie Winters 
Jerry Shelton Orc ae yer m.) Warren Phillips | Paul Kane si 
Bismarck Hote) cK SOCK UES | Linda Lief Judy Tapps 


Brevoort Hotel 


{Walnut Room) (Crystal Room) 





Art Kassel Orc Joan Baylor 

| Marion Holmes Mable Scott 

| Colette & Barry Evelyn Lee 

Hadley Gls | Dian Dawn 
Blackhawk Rob Billings 

Ted Filo Rito Orc | Brondmont 

Eatie Leslie Jackie Sharp 


, Sid Gould 

| Roy Rogers 
|Zerby & Wiere 
{Jack Prince 

;¥ Quartell Ore 

} Congress Hotel 


| 

| (Glass Hat Rm) 

} Johnny Banga Ore 

| (Peacock Rm) 

' Joe Vera 
Edgewater Beach 

| Hlotel 

| (Beach Walk) 
Wayne King Ore 

iConsolo & Melba 
Walter Donahue 
Dor Dorben Gls 
Herb Foote 

Franke’s Casino 

Harriet Khriick 
Rocky Ellsworth 
Billie Webb 

i; Ann 
Dick 


Bob 


Anderson 
Conrad 
Tinsley Ore 

Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 


Doris Elliott 

| Pat Shevlin Ore 

Helene Standish 
1523 Locust 

| Elaine Black 


Evelyn Bradle 
|} Marian Proctor 
Rose Feeney 


Pola Montoya 


Carol Dean 
Younger Gis 
Hddie Fens Ore 


Ivanhoe 


Florence Schubert 
| Al Trace Ore 

|4 Bards 

|; Helen Sumner 


| L’Aiglon 
| Spiros 
Monica 
Isobel 


Liberty Ina 
| George Gray 
Jean O'Brien 
Dottie Eden 

|} Sherry Adair 
Connie Austin 
Jackie Cornell 
Jimmy O'Neil 
Earl Wiley Ore 


Schick 
de Marco 








Morrison Hotel 

(Boston Oyster 
House) 

Manfred Gotthelf 


New Yorker 
Billy Gray 
Doris Dupont 
Joanne Jordan 
Russell & Farar 
Patsy Reed 
Arne Barnett Ore 
Al Milton Ore 


Old Heidelberg 


Irma Cooper 
Sally Sharratt 
Heidelberg Ens 
Loule & Weasel 
Hans Menzer 





-almer House 
(Empire Koom) 


Duchin Ore 


Howard 


Eddie 
Inddy 


job Evans 


! 
Maurice & Cordoba 


Perez Four 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Oro 

Jaros Sis 

(Panther Room) 
Bob Crosby Orc 
Cole ‘Trio 
Callahan Sis 
Byton Gls 
Carl Marx 

Silver Cloud 


|} Jackie 
| Mildred 
Dottie 


Anderson 
| Dayne 

|} Alrite & Blue 
{Yvonne Jame 

| Joe Gerken 

| Ralph Lynden Ore 
| Elinor Daniels 

| Hazel Zalus 


606 Club 


| Billy Carr 

| Margret Faber 
Anita Jacobi 

| Dian Rowland 

| Dorothy heller 

| Jai Leta 

| Jimmy Ray 

| lewis Sis 

Lioyd & Willis 

Carrie Finnell 
Renee Andrie 
Virginia Jones 

Millie Wayne 

Sol Lake Ore 

Tripoli 3 


Gis 





|Grace Joyce 
Baby Ely 
Adelle Rusell 
|4 Octaves 

| Bill Bailey 

| Bill Hughes 
|Alan Wood 


| Minstrel Tavern 
i4 Tones 





Stamos Oro 


Richards Gis 


Helen Marriott 

Sis & Ed 

Margie Rose March 
Tony Callazo 

Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Ed McGoldrick, Sr. 
Madame Iris 

Dr Hudspeth 

Helen Marriott 


Billy Starr 
Keller Twins 
3 Loose Nuts 
Jelly Beans 
Ray O'Day 
Margle Drummond 
Johnny Welsh 
Swan Club 
Lioyd Mann 
Marty Bohn 
Marene & Gallo 
IAllian Fitzgerald 
Tont Sarre)! 
Nancy Lee 
Henry Patrick's Ore 
20th Century 
Rhythmanlacs 
Mike Pedecin 
3 Musical Shades 
Warwick Hotel 


Open Door Cafe 

Verna 
Sunny Rae 
Mutt & Jeff 
Don Anton Ore 

Roman Grille 
Harry McKay 
June Van 
Joyettes 
Eddy Hockney 
Rol Parker Oro 


Rendervous Ray Morton Ore 
(Hotel Senator) Weber's Hof Brag 
Arn Mayer Camden 
King Cole Trio Jules Flacco Ore 
Wesley Prince Jane Wood 
Oscar Moore Singing ‘Texans 
Debonairs Balasi & Skaren 


69th St. Rathskeller | Hale Hamilton, Jr, 


> " g 
Pauline Paige Tee Bannerman 
Maurino & DeVoll b ty 

[Thea Silton 


Joan Coraz 

Joe Dougherty 
Buddy Nugent ae eee 
Ruth Templeton vy . Senith 
Bella Belmont 1 Goldecker 


Signor Karimine 
Silver Fleet Inn 


Syd Golden 
Raths’r Midoradiang 





Dave Pierson 

Joe Curley Wilson's 

Reggie Du Van heeeed Wi 

Marianne Millar yet ped 

Harry Small ego 4 jg 

Chick Hunt ; : 

Joe Hayes inn yorothy Jonnson 
> Joe Hough 
Silver Lake Inn | Geo Baquet Oro 

Roland & Reld | Yacht Club 

Geo Ree | 

' shmnne Tear 

Alicea Lucey Errrmeny p. ary a 

iFrank Hessel Ore | Villian Chaph 

teas i . |} Jacqueline Herman 
| Stamp’s iCleo Barr 


George Marchett! O! Mary Navis 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Peggy Masterson 
Monroe & Grant 
Moriarity & Dell 


Quinteros 
Lester Chafetsz 
Hotel Hollenden 


Grayce & Graham 


Bob Copfer Billy DeWolfe 
Carl Mueller Parker Bros 
Otto Thurn Ore Sloan & Gary 


Sorell 

Sammy Watkins Or 
Hotel Statler 

Tose Morand Ore 

Pancho & Dolores 


El Dumpo 
Bob Manners Ors 
Satamy Lipman 
| Antoinettes 








Freddie's Cafe | Dolores Anderson 
Al Stone | Jack & Eddie's 
“* Dg a 
Gale ! ve ker | Rubertino, Roberts 
Carlos — = Stabe Sherman 
3 Smart Gis Arlene Ricé Ore 

Gourmet Club La Conga Club 
E Robinson Ore {Ramon Arias Ore 
Gayle Gaylord | 

Lindsay's Bar 

Hotel Allerton } " 

. ; Rose Murphy 
|} Grant Wilson i Una Mae Carlisle 


| 

Johnny Cowgill Pear) DeLucca 
| Hotel Carter | Monaco's Cafe 
| Thixton Sprenger | Charles & Celeste 
i 

i 





Ambassadors Ore Vici Robere 

Hotel Cleveland sarry Bros. Oro 
Lang Thompson O Regal Club 
Margaret English Ducky Malvin Ore 
Hotel Fenway Hall | 
} p | Thirty-Seven Club 
Johnny Joyce Ore ‘ 
| Mary Wine Pane nn 

: togers ¢ Spruce 

| Hotel Sterling | Diane Bostic 
| re Van Osdell |iSherry Lee 
| Book-Cadillac Hotel; Don Hale 


(Book Casino) 


Manuel 


Imogene Lynn 


Angeline & Winters 


Fernandez howe Carlin Or 








Olde Wayne Club 
Morris King 
Eddie Le Karon Or |‘ harles Costello Ore 
McColl Si 
(Motor Bar) ae , 
Pete Vera Palm Beach 
Bowery Bobby Jones 
Lou Holtz Fernando & Fair 
| Rulson, Morgan & V | Jan Jones 
| Dane Fletchers (2) Monnie Drake 
| Dornflield Don Pablo Ore 
| Mige Williams ‘ 
| Ware Lauise Huck's Redford Ina 
Don Arden Dane Mac McGraw Ora 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle Club Royale 
Benny Resh Ore | Harry Stevens 
Casanova | Rolly Rolls 
: ; Ruth Da 
Vantine & Cazan Lola & Andre 
Bernhard & Jansen| Rhumba-Conea Te 
Mario & Carmen Stan Norris Orc 
| Margie Mansell 
‘ : 
Glamor Gls Saks Show Bar 
Lee Walter Ore | Yvonne & Wayne 
Corktown Tavern | ! a % — 
oie 2Olt 
Beef Trust likay Vernon 
|Good & Goodie Pearl \ ey Gls 
| Prot. Crump | Pete Viera Orc 
Orlando | 
i'The Wests | Statler Hotel 
Jackie Del Rio | Gomez Tropical D 
Dick Haviland }Gloria Hart 
Les Arquette Ore | Orlando 


Hund's | Fausto Curbelo Ore 


2 Ol4 T San Diego 


imers | 
Manuel I 


| opez George Presnell 
: lo nde Or 
| London Chop House A ate a ‘ m 
| Dar ” I 
lw 
| Tonia Valenti! Don Frar sce 
Ruby Ore St M 


arr & Viaxine 


Morocco 


Verne’s 
‘Gay Nineties’ Rev Bert Nolan 
Buddy Dura Mary Shriner 
| Joe Foder Ore Beth Fa 
Nebiolo’s | Betta Hughes 
| Di Glovann! | Harry Collet Ore 
| Frederick & Collins Whittier Hotel 
Phelps & Cullenbine (Gold 


Cup Room) 


|6 Vanettes Tony Patti 

| Leonard Seel Ore Wonder Bar 
Northwood Inn | sammy Dibert Ore 

Anita Jacobi ‘Mildred Fenton 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 


Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 


Maxie Simon 
| Harry Comorada 
| Buddy Blaine 
‘Tubby Miller 


Arlington Lodge Chick Williams 
| Phil Cavezza Or: : : 
Bachel Clad Club Petite 
achelors’ C 
- Piccolo Pete Ore 


Al Turner Ore 





" Rares Betty Smiley 
Tess Gardell Art Schamberg 
Balconades |} Joe Reno 
Joe Villella Ore | Billy Valerie 
John Conte | Dorothy Dawn 
vee enae - | Cork and Bottle 
- hong | — « | Jack Davis 
siyde nignt Or: . . . 
Janet Lee El Chico 
Herb Rohrer | Don Mario Ore 
Sonny Feigen | Rodriguez Danc 
Dan Ponteri | Lolita Moya 
j Henry Eberhart Hotel Fort Pitt 
| Boogie-Woogle Ciulb | Ken Bailey Ore 
| Boog . Sherman Johnny Mitchell 
| (Continued on page 45) 
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Amendment to N. Y. Ticket Law May 
Result in Brokers Dropping Suit 





An amendment to the Coudert- 
Mitchell lew, which places a maxi- 
mum of 75c premium on tickets of 
admission to all places in New York, 
may cause the withdrawal of legal 
proceedings pending in behalf of 
Broadway agencies if Governor Leh- 
man signs the new measure. State 
senator Frederic R. Coudert intro- 
duced the amendment in Albany lest 
week. Since the enactment of the 
restrictive ticket measure last year, 
brokers have evidently convinced 
Coudert that it was oppressive. 


Amendment, in effect, would re- 
move the 75c limit on tickets which 
agencies are supposedly forced to 
purchase outright and are not re- 
turnable. Such tickets, if not sold, 
represent a dead loss to the agencies. 
Types of entertzinment coming with- 
in the scope of the amendment are 
grand opera, concerts, recitals, fights 
and other major sporting events, in- 
cluding football. The 
theatre is conspicuously absent from 
the bill. 

When the several actions aimed at 
the law were started, counsel for the 
ticket interests declared thet the 
prokers were not now opposed to the 
75¢c premium limit as applied to legit 
theatres, as indicated by their sign- 
ing of the code which the managers 
and Equity sponsored. It was in- 
sisted, however, that the law was 
confiscatory so far as other attrac- 
tions ere concerned, especially sport- 
ing events. Argument was that 
tickets for Broadway shows are re- 
turnable, but not for events stipu- 
lated in the Coudert bill. 

Senator Coudert is not the only 
legislator apparently favoring revis- 
ing the statute. After the upper 
house adopted his amendment, the 
assembly passed it 148 to 0. Those 
on Broadwey aware of the amend- 
ment are curious over the reaction 
in ticket circles. If the amendment 
becomes part of the law, managers 
say there would be no logical reason 
for the suit to be pressed. Action is 
an application to restrain Paul Moss, 
license commissioner, and Lewis Val- 
entine, police commissioner, from 
enforcing the lew. 

Ticket people aver that the original 
law is illegal on a number of points, 
principally its constitutionality. Re- 
cently their attorney went into court 
and asked that certain contentions of 
the answer made by the city, defend- 

ng the suit, be stricken out and the 
court assented. Opinion from the 
bench, at the same time as denying 
an application of the corporation 
counsel to strike out portions of the 
complaint, was that the real issue is 
whether price-fixing is constitutional 
U. S. Supreme Court once ruled 
against it, but that tribunal might 
now reverse an opinion handed down 
years ago. 


PLAY BROKER’S 237, 
CLAIM ON MOSS HART 


Frieda Fishbein, play broker, filed 
n N.Y. supreme court action Monday 
(7) against Moss Hart, seeking 212% 
of all received “by 
under a 10-year contract the author 
had wth Sam H. Harris. Miss Fish- 
bein claims to have signed an agree- 








monies 


ment with Hart to recelve the per- 
centage, based on getting Harris to 
produce Hart’s play, ‘Once in a Life- 
time,’ in 1930. 
Since 1930, Miss Fishbein 
Harris has produced Hart’s ‘Face 
the Music,’ ‘As Thousands Cheer,’ 
‘The Great Waltz,’ ‘Merrily We Roll 
Along’ and ‘Jubilee.’ Hart netted 
over $1,000,000 plaintiff claims, and 
although she seeks no actual dam- 
ages, this amount would mean the 
suit is for approximately $25,000. 


claims 





Savoyards in Village 


Savoy Opera Guild, a co-op group 
of Gilbert and Sullivan enthusiasts, 
will open a spring season at the 
Cherry Lane theatre, Greenwich 
Village, N. Y., next Tuesday (15) 
night with performances of ‘Trial By 
Jury’ and ‘H.M.S. Pinzfore.’ 

Arthur Lief is musica] director of 
the group, with Lewis Denison stage 
director. Troupe includes Sylvia 
Cyde, Vivian Denison, Ruth Giorloff. 
Earl Norland, Charles Kingsley 
Wells Clary and Seymour Penzer. 


+ 


‘Court Delays Decision 


legitimate | 





In Authors-Mgrs. Tiff 


Application of the Dramatists 





Guild of America to dismiss an anti- | 


| trust suit against it brought by the 
| League of N. Y. Theatres resulted 
| in a reserved decision by Justice Isa- 
'dor Wasservogel in the N. Y. su- 
| preme court Monday (7). Plea had 
| been brought on the grounds that the 
| suit was insufficient in law and that 

individual members of the League 

should have brought the action, not 
| the league itself. 

Action charges conspiracy under 
| the State anti-trust laws, with the 
intent to monopolize and control all 
| rules and regulations on the pres- 
| entation of legit performances. The 
|March 1 pact of the Gild is at- 
tacked as monopolistic. 


While Broadway 
Looks for Comedy, 
2 Dramas Click 


General idea in show circles is that 
\in war time the public taste natur- 











ally favors comedy as an escape }more than 60 hours’ (instead of 48) | 
lafter the receipt of request. 


from the sombre headlines. How- 
| ever, the sparse spring period so far 
has been punctuated by the register- 





| 


| 
| 





| 


j 
} 


ing of the season’s most serious | 
drama, ‘Watch on the Rhine,’ which 
won critical plaudits for the most 


part at the Beck, N. Y., 
and the same goes for ‘Native Son.’ 
a recent entrant at the St. James. 
Both are figured in the money, 
despite some dissenting opinion. 

It is not unusual at this time of the 
season for a string of mediocrities to 
come along. That didn’t happen last 
season, indicating that shoestringers 
were passing out. There have been 
a few bad plays in recent weeks, 
but they were counter-balanced by 
the new dramatic clicks and the few 
plays listed to come are not in the 


last week, | 


hands ef unknowns, or those who 
usually take a chance with other | 
people’s money. 

Known showmen are. pursuing 


their search for material and the 


shortage of scripts is quite evident. 


Only comedy to lanc in some time is | 


‘Claudia’ (Booth). Comedies 
mediately in sight are ‘The Night Be- 


fore Christmas,’ which is due Thurs- 
day (10) at the Morosco, and ‘The 
Beautiful People,’ William Sarovan's 
unknown play _ spotted nto the 
Lyceum April 21. 

No Holy Week layoffs on Broad- 
| way and not many on the road. Last 
| week, in addition to ‘Rhine,’ ‘It Hap- 

pens on Ice’ relighted at the Center 
and drew more favorable mention 
than originally. There was a casual- 


| ty, too, ‘Your Loving Son’ 


opening at 


the Little Friday (4) and disap- 
pearing the next night. ‘The Talley 
Method’ closes at the Miller Satur- 


day (12). No new plays next week. 


San Carlo Will Test 


Indiana U’s Auditorium 


Hart | 


Althoug!} There Shal Be No 
Night’ was the initial show n the 
University yf Indians ( 
Bloomington, Ind., last week, its first 
rea] test as a theatre is expected t 
come with the showing there of the 
San Carlo Opera Company April 
23-24. Understood the house did not 
have an amplification system when 

| ‘Night’ was performed and results 


were not as satisfgactory as antici- 
pated. 

Auditorium is a 3,800-seater, lower 
floor capacity being 2,700. Building 
represents an outlay of $1,170,000. 
Three-fourths of the cost came from 
ithe government, 25% being supplied 
by the state, whic) will “be re 
bursed from a special tax upon the 
students. 

t will be the first time for grand 
opera on the campus in the 120 years 
of the school’s existence. San Carlo 
will receive 65% of the gross, having 
a guarantee of $2,500 for the two 
' nights. Deal was arranged through 

Biddle, college comptroller, 


m- 


W. G. 
and E. Ross Bartley, agent for the 
auditorium. 


Im- | 


i clientele the house will attract. Tt 


Tahu Indefinite 


Pittsburgh, April 8. 
Tallulah Bankhead, 


| 
} 





tour in ‘Little 

Philadelphia 

has said she had no definite plans | 
for the future except that she’s 
going to take a vacation for two 


months. Has read no plays for next 
season but hopes something will turn 
up before then. In meantime, she 


may do screen version of ‘Mr. Skeff- | 
ington’ for WB, but only if Dorothy | 


Parker-Alan Campbell script meets 
with her approval, she stated. 

When Lillian Hellman hit, 
played a total of 
ances by end of last week, final- 
ly folded, three members of original 


east, Car! Benton Reid, Dan Duryea | 
| and John 
diately for Hollywood to play their | 


Marriot, left 


original roles in screen version. 


N.Y. Legislature Passes 
Ehrlich Bill Regulating 


_ Employment of Juves 





Albany, N. Y., April 9. 


The redrafted Ehrlich bill estab- 


lishing a uniform statewide system | 


of regulating the employment of 


children under 16 in show business, 
as passed by the Legislature during 
the closing hours, is a more detailed 
and so far as radio is concerned, a 
more comprehensive and liberal one 
than the original measure. 


The main change in the setup on 
the employment of children in most 
branches of show business is that the 
maximum time permitted local li- 
censing authorities to act on written 
application for a permit ‘shall not be 


Latter 


must be made within 72 hours of the | the > 
It must con- | banning ‘Du Barry Was a Lady’ on 


proposed performance. 
tain not only the child’s and 
stage names, date of birth, the 
time, duration and number of per- 
formances, but also ‘a true and ac- 


true 
ana 


which | 
765 perform- | 


imme- | 


Chorus Equity Names 
Nominating Committee 


~ 


Chorus Equity has named a nom!i- 
nating committee of nine, six being 
elected from the membership. They 
are Len Frank, Larry Siegle, Beta 
Nichols, Bob Norris, Wena Wenner- 
holm and John Eliot. Trio from the 
executive committee: Francis Clark, 
| Jean Beryl, John Muccio. 

| Nominators will choose seven new 
| people for the executive committee 
| to serve three years and one for 
| Equity’s council for five years. Lat- 
iter berth does not carry with it the 
‘right to vote on council proposals, 
| except when the chorus is involved. 





Mpls, Threatens 


DuBarry’ After 
St. Paul Bars It 


Minneapolis, April 8. 








A wave of theatrical censorship 


has hit the Twin Cities. Following 
t. Paul city council’s action in 


the grounds of indecency, Mayor 
George E. Leach has ordered an in- 
vestigation of the musical by Blanche 
Jones, policewoman. The show had 


curate statement’ describing in de-| been booked for the municipality- 


tail ‘the entire part to be taken and 
each and every 
done and performed by such child.’ 

On the radio end, the number 
hours weekly a child can perform is 
increased from one to two. Part 
section allows such performances, if 
of ‘non-professional character.’ dur- 
ing hours when attendance for 


ye 


struction is not required by the edu- | 


owned Auditorium in St. Paul for 


act and thing to be | April 12, matinee and night. It is 


due at the Lyceum here April 13-16 


Before aking decision, Mavor 
Leach will hold a. public hearing 
Wednesday (9). 

But while St. Paul moral forces 


, 


succeeded in blocking the ‘Du Barry 
engagement, they failed in a similar 
move against the film, ‘The Lady 
Eve,” at the Paramount. After a 


a | Legion of Decency complaint against 


the picture, a police woman was 


| assigned to view it.* Following her 


cation law, without a written per- 
mit. These broadcasts are ‘from 

schoo], church, academy, museum, | 
library or other religious civil or 
educational institution, or from the 
studios of a regularly licensed broad- 
casting company.’ Original draft 


mentioned only studio broadcasts 


A 
A new section deals prob- 


Ing and 


lem of professional 


Vaive the prohibition on employ- 
ment under 16. ‘A child may be em- 
ploved, used or exnibpite to rehearse 
and perfor radio p rams where 
the child or ts Y re t or guaralal 

a ece &( i€ er nsent of 
local board of edu norities 
Sut} ritte consent } ( f nted 
‘fo periods ot t t e€ x 
mon or niess ( er eVOKe( 


report that there was nothing lewd 
nor indecent about it. city authori- 
ties refused to halt is showing. 

The St Paul cits 


unanimously to vancel ‘Du 


voted 
3arry,’ al- 
though one of the members, calling 
attention ‘The Student Prince,’ 
which just had plaved the Audi 


+4 


the operetta 


council 


to 


pointed out that 


rupu 


ng ot patror 


l and highly 


put 


OuUuSI\ cleal 
desery 
two performances 
people on the Stat 
ence.’ 

Opposition to 


(Contin 


Full Operettas at 49c Top Look Like 


Click in L. A.; 


ele | 8 
F ore of opere s at 49 
nD € t j-ceat J r Tne ¢ 

being trie out l S} 7 

he dic essf in F pe 

T g t ‘ ‘ + ‘ lr’ ereint 

f, Roce ¥ P ¢ a good 

chance to make a go of it. Take ‘ 

$9,000 against ¢ over-al nut of 
around $7,500 

Salvation of the enterprise lies in 
the turnover of payees. Spitz is giv- 
ing 15 stagings a week. which means 
matinees daily and an ow] show 
thrown in at Saturday midnight. An- 
other innovation is the lobby buffet, 


where all sandwiches and drinks are 
priced at a nickel. 

Those who viewed ‘Rose Marie’ in 
the town’s oldest legit house on low- 
Broadwey were amazed at what 
On stage were 22 yiris, 10 
chorus men, 10 principals and 14 men 
in the orchestra pit. Consensus 
that the operetta was well done. con- 
sidering the tariff. It was given a 
full production with fresh sets and 
neatly costumed ensemble. 
erable license was taken 
Hammerstein-Harbach book 
al! added 


er 


they saw 


vas 


but it 
Dp 


on 


ree 


Consid- | 
with the: Week, at 


to entertainment for the | 


Profit on First Week 


one standout. Virginia C 


l p ifile 


. % ard, in the 
name role. Her rendition of ‘India 
Love Call’ and the other nostalgic 
tunes is in keeping with operetta 
standards, and she also does okay in 
the acting bits. For the price it’s a 
real buy, and it mav yet build into 
an institution. Local showmen are 
watching it eagerly, portending as it 
does an evolution, and 
lethal blow, to more expensive pro- 
ductions. 

Each operetta will be given a 
week run, with principals shuffled 
around and new ones added. Next is 
‘The Merry Widow.’ House is scaled 
at 15-to-29c at the mats, 25-to-49c for 
the night shows. Top tariff obtains 
on lower floor and first balcony. 

‘Gas Light’ will go through Holy 
least, at the Hollywood 
Plavhouse, its fourth stanza. Busi- 
ness has been satisfactory, with gross 
on the third week topping $3,000. 


two- 


+ — 


perhaps a| 


Strong Petition Asks Equity Council 
esse" Sees TQ Abolish ‘Exclusive Service’ Clause 





The ‘exclusive service’ clause in 
Equity contracts has become an issue 
within the membership. One of the 
strongest petitions ever filed with 
Equity calls for eliminating the stipe 
ulation by the counci! and demands a 
special meeting in the event that the 
sought-for change is not made. Ag 
the petition has more than 100 sig- 
latures, such a meeting must be 
called under the association’s rules 
unless there is ‘favorable action’ by 
the council. 

There appears to be a strong feel- 
ing that actors should have every ope 
portunity to secure engagements and 
that the clause, which gives a man- 
ager the exclusive services of the 
actor, is not equitable to the average 
player. Proposal to strike out the 
provision was considered by the 
council recently, but was given a 
sort of brush-off as not important. 
Councillors thought that actors could 
protect themselves when engaged by 
adding a rider to contracts. 

Petitioners, however, see it an- 
other way. They say that, if the 
player desires, he or she could agree 
to a rider giving the manager the 
‘exclusive service’ privilege, but that 
it should not apply to the average 
contract. Because of this clause, 
} Managers are in the position of cut- 
| ting in on outside engagements. 
| Cut In on Outside Earnings 

Formerly some managers were 
| nown to participate in Hollywood 
earnings of players who left their 
shows. However, that was usually a 
separate arrangement between the 
player and producer. Latter, in de- 
veloping the actor, argued it was hig 
right to be in on such coin. Few 
| showmen now make such deals, with 
the exception of those having players 
under long-term contracts. 

Proponents of the contract dele- 
tion say that the exclusive idea is 
outmoded, having been written in 
before radio opened a new field for 
actors. Present movement stemmed 
from the case of Caro) Bruce (‘Louis- 
iana Purchase’), who took night spot 
and radio engagements without the 
assent of producer Buddy De Sylva. 
Actress was fined, but the case was 
afterwards adjusted and the man- 
ager withdrew his objections. 

Disputed provision was made at a 
time when picture studios on Long 
Island were active. Managers feared 
that actors in shows who also worked 
before cameras during the day would 
not be able to give effective perform- 





ances. Equity at the time agreed 
that the manager should be pro- 
tected. 

fom Tully, who proposed that the 


clause be stricken out, appeared be- 
fore council to present the points ine 


volved 


DUFFY LEASES ALCAZAR, 
§. F; NAMES AT $1.25 


San Francisco, April 8. 

Edward Everett Horton, in ‘Spring- 

e for Henry,’ will reopen the Al- 
cazal inder the management of 
Henry Duffy on April 17, which the 
latter has taken over on a 10-year 
lease. Dick Marshall has been made 
house manager and Henri Caubisens, 
tage Manager, 

Other stars and plays to be pre- 
sented by Duffy at $1.25 top include 
Otto Kruger in ‘Libel,’ Francis Led- 
erer in ‘Noah,’ Joe E. Brown in ‘The 
She Off and Billie Burke in ‘Vine- 


gar Tree 


Ruth Matson, Woods 
To Top Elitch Stock 


Denver, April 8. 

Donald Woods Ruth Matson 
will play the leads in the Golden an- 
niversary season of the Elitch sum- 
mer theatre, with ‘Skylark’ the 
opener on July 16. George Somnes 
will be back to direct for his sixth 
yeer. 

Productions tentatively decided on, 
aside from the opener, are ‘The Little 
Foxes,’ ‘The Male Animal,’ ‘Philadel- 
phia Story,’ ‘Old Acquaintance,’ 
‘Ladies in Retirement’ and ‘Separate 
Rooms.’ Arnold Gurtler, manager, 
and Somnes are in N. Y. selecting 
additional plays. This marks the 
50th year of operation of the Elitch 
| theetre. 


ana 


| Charlies Washburn is agenting 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ in Chicago; 


Dick Maney being p.a. of the New 
York company (Fulton). 
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Plays on Broadway 





Watch on the Rhine | 


Herman Shumiin production of Lillian 
| mere vay drama in three “17 (one Bw 
eaturing Lucile Watson, Paul Lukas, Macy 
; John Lodge, 


set) 
set}, 


Christians, George Coulouris, 
Helen Trenholme; directed by Shumlin: 
getting, Jo Mielziner; costumes, — Helene 
Pons; opened April 1, 1941, at Martin Beck, 
N. Y., at $4.40 top; regular scale, $3.30 


— Sere ecccccese Eda Heinemann 
—- "Farrelly. seccsecceses Scene Wateen:: 
BOGE. oo 0000ss cectee seoceess- Frank Wilson | 
David Farrelly.......-ssessses:: John Lodge | 
arthe De Brancovis....Helen Trenholme | 
eck De Brancovis..... ... George Coulouris 
Sara Mueller.......+-+ eee+-Mady Christians | 


Joshua Mueller...........-Peter Fernandez | 
Bodo Mueller.....ccccsscceceessEric Roberts | 
Babette Mueller.....sessecees+-Anne Blyth | 
Kurt Mueller........- nosancsenae ane 


Lillian Hellman’s new drama, 
*Watch on the Rhine,’ is one of the) 
more worthwhile plays of the cur-| 
rent Broadway season, highly merit- | 
ing strong public support and a very 

kely candidate for immediate Hol- | 
Coed bidding. For the captivus, | 
especially if Broadway-wise, as are) 
the majority of first-nighters, it’s! 
eminently unfair for any show to} 
geome to Main Street weighted down | 
with the advance buildup that snow- | 
balled, in one brief week following 
this play’s Baltimore break-in, into 
an almost insurmountable peak-load 
of press praise and fulsome encom!- 
ums. That this somehow psycholog- 
ically puts two strikes on any new 
entrant is now Broadway credo, and, 
too often, it works out in reverse. 
But this Herman Shumlin production 
is solid theatre, regardless. 


However, that bronchial premiere 
— must have made the onen- 
ng night a bit of an histrionic night- 
mare to the cast. Aliso, there wa, no | 
gainsaying that slow first act. Thus, 
Rack dubious ones had to be won 








ack in 

rough a stronger second act and a| 
ock third stanza which, all to Paul 
ukas’ histrionic triumph, indubita- 
ly crashed through for solid score 
with points to —. 

Apart from the topnotch produc- 

on investiture by Shumlin, the 

ellman scripting and inspired cast- 

g, it was an almost foolhardy ven- 
ure, in this day and age, with more 
fascistic drama on everybody’s front 

ge, to take an anti-Nazi theme 

to the theatre again. None knew 
his best, without a doubt, than the 
author and producer. 

But they have a message to tell, 
much as Robert Sherwood’s ‘There 
Shall Be No Night’ treats with an- 
other facet of the fascistic aggres- 
gion. 
the theme 3,000 miles from European 
turmoil. Through Lukas, as a Ger- 
man engineer who has made his life’s 
work, since the Hitler ascension, an 
underground battle against fascism, 
she projects her story by taking him 
and his family to a very comfortable 
pene some 20 miles outside of Wash- 

on. 
ut there, almost within the shad- 

w of our own national capital, 

ukas, his American wife «(in whose 
mother’s home they think they will 
at last find some sanctuary) and their 


ukas’ freedom, the unfolding isn’t 
as melodramatic as it sounds. Un- 
doubtedly the cinematic transmuta- 


tion will switch that for mass values. | 


The unscrupulous 


at the German embassy in Washing- 


ton, and who is also a hduse-guest of | |! 
the garrulous Lucile Watson. is the | Dit: Betty 


menace, well played by George Cou- 
louris. 


then is not weichted by too ardent 
antagonisms. There are no heils 
or racial discourses. The menace 


not even a pro-Hitlerite, being | 


established as a penniless, aibeit des- 
a Roumanian count, once in the 


He’s 


Mary because of pecuniary and frus- | 


trated domestic reasons. Incidental- 


ly, Miss Hellman uses the term fas- | 


eism instead of naziism throughout, 
to drive home her points. 

The casting {is brilliant. Miss Wat- 
gon’s too outspoken performance of 
@ dowager, who very much reveres 
her departed husband, and frequent- 
ly and freely reviews her own social 
charms in a yesteryear ‘international 
set,’ is ever vivid but human under- 


neath a testy and ofttimes brittle 
characterization. 


without too much stress. 

Mady Christians, as the wife of 
Lukas for 20 years and with him 
through innumerable flights across 
frontiers, gives a fine account of her- 
self as the American daughter of the 
Farrellys, back home after two 


decades. John Lodge is her brother. | 


carrying on the Farrelly law prac- 
tice; he’s adequate in the assignment. 
as is Helen Trenholme, as the Ameri- 
ean girl married off into a loveless 
match with the Roumanian 
when she was but 17. 

But Coulouris as the calculating 
mercenary count, and Lukas, the 
anti-Nazi German, scintillate notably 
with their interpretations of how Eu- 
ropean minds and modes differ 
from the American concept, esne- 
fally when under duress. Miss 
ellman’s scripting of this portion is 


an uphill theatrical battle. | 


Here, Miss Hellman removes | 


: Expertly foiled by | 
Eda Heinemann as a domestic com- | 


panion, all this is deftly projected | 


particularly potent, and both ‘Lukas 
and Coulouris play it to the hilt. 
Then there are Eric Roberts, as 
the precocious Bodo, youngest of the 
three children. Resourceful and un- 
derstanding beyond his years, young 
Roberts’ grandiose manner, 1.e., pom- 
posity and speech, set him up for a 


‘natural nifty, when Miss Watson, as 


his grandmother, wants to know if 
this is a boy or a midget. Peter 
Fernandez as the oldest child, 13, and 
Anne Blyth as the girl in between, 
underplay their relatively static as- 
signments to point up fittingly Bodo’s 
dolescent genius. 

. Lukas, inthat sock third act, estab- 
lishes himself anew as an actor. The 


| Hungarian player is best known in 


America, of course, via Hollywooa, 
and this is only his second Broadway 
play. A personal histrionic triumph 
is his conception, variously, of the 
physically weak man, the devote 


, the resourceful 
pom Dy hesitate to and a share to the 


crusader who doesn’t 
murder the scoundrel who would 
amper his cause, and who senti- 
mentally takes leave, in deliberately 
poignant scenes, as he reverently 
kisses each of his family goodbye. 

In every other respect ‘Watch On 
the Rhine’ is ultra. Jo Mielziner 
again delivers an unusual _living- 
room set, and Shumlin’s direction 
and production par the play and its 
players into a sterling evening in 
the theatre. Abel. 


IT HAPPENS ON ICE 


(SECOND EDITION) 

Sonja Henie and Arthur M,. Wirtz 
(Sonart) present ice revue fn two acts. 23 
scenes, at Center, N. Y., opening April 4, 
'41. Staged by Gene Snyder; devised by 
Leon Leonidoff: costumes by Norman Bel 
Geddes and Willa Van; sets by Bel Geddes; 
lyrics by Al Stillman and Mitchell Parish; 
tunes by Vernon Duke, Fred E. 
Peter De Rose, Dorival Cayamm!; 
tra conducted by David Mendoza; 
top. 

Cast features Hedi Stenuf, Skippy Bax- 
ter, Four’ Bruises, Freddie Trenkler, 
Tommy Lee and Charlie Slagle, Fritz 
Diet!, Dr. A. Douglas Nelles, Betty Atkin- 
son, Charles Hain, Jo Ann Dean, Gene 
Berg. Mary Jane Yeo, Rona and Cliff 
Thaell, Le Verne, Edwina Blades, Dorothy 
and Hazel Caley. Vocals by Ruby Mercer, 
| Jack Kilty, Richard Craig, Read Sisters. 
| Mixed ensemble (32). 
| The changes effected in three 
| weeks on the road were virtually all 
| for the best for ‘It Happens on Ice,’ 
| the second edition bowing within the 
| Rockefeller reservation as a far su- 
| perior entertainment than the orig- 
inal version. The difference lies in 
the added comedy and perceptibly 
aquickened pace, and, though Joe 
Cook is out of the ice revue and off 
| the marquee, the Center’s wickets 
|should hum a very profitable tune 
| this spring and summer. 


| After 22 weeks here, ‘Ice’ went on 
| tour to permit the moulding of some 

new acts within the original produc- 
ition and musical score framework. 
| But the most important newcomers 
are the comedy acts, which have 
made the dull first-half a succession 
of solid clicks and, especially note- 
| worthy, bring to the show Fredie 


> 





Ahlert, 
orches- 
$2.75 











| Trenkler, whose zanyisms and start- 
| ling blade work are first-half wows | 
jto par the closing portion’s routine 
| by the Four Bruises, as the ‘glamour 


| girls.’ 


| and later in an adagio routine with | 
Miss Hellman’s i- Scti _| Charles Hain, also new, and Rona 
2 ae Seattle bur (and Cliff Thaell, whose ballroomol- 


| 


new. 


| tage at the premiere. 
| Skippy Baxter, 


with 
today. 


petition 
around 


any fancy 


They are the 


signing is shown to best advantage. 


| previous clicks are the Caley Sisters, 
Mary Jane Yeo, Jo Ann Dean and 
Gene Berg, rhythm skater Le Verne, 
Edwina Biades, comedy skater Dr. A. 
| Douglas Nelles, as the absent-minded 
professor, and last, but not least, the 
' Four Bruises. Virtually all of them. 
in their respective spots, tied up the 
show. 
| This revised edition now plays 
| more like a revue than the confused 
| music-spectacle routining it had 


title | heretofore, with the result that the | 


| show reels off at a fast pace. Previ- 
ousty the slowness and constant 
whirling of skaters had almost a hyp- 
notic effect on audiences, but this is 
jnow completely -dissipated and the 
| patrons’ enthusiasm is as warm at 
the finale as it is at the beginning. 
David Mendoza is doing an excel- 
lent job as conductor of the orch, 


Budding Authors Get 
Lost in Shuffle With 
2,400-Year-Old Play 


There appears to be plenty of talk 
lin N. Y. legit circles as to the in- 
‘tent of the Experimental Theatre, 
whose first presentation, ‘The Trojan 
Women,’ was given at the Cort, N. . 
Tuesday (8) afternoon. The com- 
ment is particularly about that show. 
General idea of the venture is to 
bring forward budding actors and 
authors. ‘Women’ is a revival of an 
antiquity by Euripides, written more 
than 2,400 years ago, and it has a cast 
including six name players, plus 21 
others and 34 choral singers. 


None receives pay, 
rules, if an experimental play is ac- 











d|a si 


Other new skating acts are Tommy | 
coe ie doing a com- 
Roumanian | Lee and Charlie Slagle, do 
count who plays ‘th intimate.| Cay shag routine: Fritz Dietl, expert 
are CORES Wie mates | on stilts and later doubling with | 
| Trenkler for a funny Topsy and Eva 
Atkinson, who ties things 
| up first as a whirling drum majorette 


| ogy was very clumsy opening night. 
| With the exception of Jack Kilty, 
still handling the closing ‘What’s on 
| the Panny’ vocal, all the singers are 
Ruby Mercer and Richard 
aris legation but now house-suest.| Craig handle the romantic singing | 

ing in a forthrightly American — | duets nicely, but the Read Sisters 
try place somewhere on the Potomac.| (3), either because of p.a. system dif- 
rimarily callous and merce.| ficulties or because of vocal weak- 

ness, weren’t heard to good advan- 


All of the big, striking production 
| numbers have been retained by stager 
Gene Snyder, and Hedi Stenuf and 
in solos and as a 
| team, needn’t take a backseat in com- | 
skaters 
top 
straight-blade features and both are 
virtuosos in their line, particularly 
standing out in the beautiful ‘Legend 
of the Lake’ number, in which Nor- 
man Bel Geddes’ colorful scenic de- 


Other holdovers who repeat their 


cepted for regular production within | 
x-month period a percentage of 
the gross goes into the organization 
cast. Since ‘Wom- 


en’ is a revival, 


ing was announced as Margaret 
Webster production, with a prolog | 
by Robert Turney, musical score by | 
Lehman Engel, and dances staged by | 
Felicia Sorel. 


plays. 

Rules as agreed on by Equity and 
the Dramatists Guild call for a single 
performance, without scenery, of 
each play selected. ‘Women,’ how- 
ever, will be given two more times. 
going on next Sunday (13) and the 
| following Sabbath (20), admission to 
be $1.50 top, proceeds going to the 

Actors Fund and Stage Relief Fund. 
| Tuesday’s performance was an invi- 
| tation affair. Single performances of 
| two new plays selected, ‘Not in Our 
| Stars’ and ‘Steps Going Up,’ are 
|carded. Former play was tried out 
in Newport last summer. 

In the cast of ‘Women’: Dame May 





mara Geva, Walter Slezak, Miss 
Webster, Frederic Tozere, Florence 
Williams, Shifrah Baraks, Virginia 
Barton, Lachland Campbell, Grace 
Coppin, Zamah Cunningham, Doro- 
| thy Eaton, Clare Francis, Fraye Gil- 
| bert, Kathryn Grill, Mary Howe, 
Edna James, Edgar Kent, Lorna 
Lynn, John Macquade, William Nich- 
ols, Marion Nobel, Barna Ostertag, 
Elaine Perry, Joanna Roos, Perry 
Wilson, Jackson Wright. 





the costuming is fine, and Gene Sny- 
der has re-spotted and re-routined 
the mixed skating ensemble (32) so 
that it is now a very striking and 
important cog in the entertainment. 
Scho. 


YOUR LOVING SON 


Farce tn three acts presented at the Lit- 
} tle, N Y., April 4, ‘41, by Jay Richard 
Kennedy in association with alfred Bloom- 
ingdale and Joseph F. Loewi: written by 
Abby Merchant; staged by Arthur Sireom: 
setting, Raymond Sovey; $3.20 top. 
| Lulu TTCvarT rr TT Tye Rachel Sewall 
| Doreas Winslow.......Jessie Royce Landis 
Joshua Winslow........... 
Caroline Bradley 








.s...Jay Fassett 
Kate Warriner 


| Joshua Winslow, Jr..Franklie Thomas, Jr. 
| Rosamond Payne............ Charita Bauer 
| William Hollinger........... Eddie Nugent 
| eMP PASE. 6s. cccce ...-Ruth Lee 


MOlly. ....csscscccccccesss-Julann Caffrey 
| Keith Evans......eee...--... Edwin Gordon 
Horace Payne..........Raymond Greenleaf 

This casualty comes from a young 
managerial firm and, being a maiden 
effort, the flop, therefore, is doubly 
unfortunate. 

Play is a one-set affair with a 
story so dull that few can witness it 
without fighting slumber. Out of 
town, ‘Your Loving Son’ was tabbed 


|as not worth while, but the spon- 
sors had since tinkered with the 
script. 


Action (?) takes place in the liv- 
Ing room of a duplex apartment on 
the upper New York east side. Mar- 
ried woman with a growing son, 
back from school on a vacation, flirts 
with an artist. Husband is supposed 
|to be carrying on an affair with a 
married woman whose apartment is 
in the same building. Her halfpint 


daughter and the boy aim to break | 


up the affairs, the lad especially get- 
|ting into mom’s hair. Kid is suc- 
cessful in bringing his parents to- 
| gether amicably, but there is so lit- 
tle fun about it all. 

| Participating in the enervating 
performance are several players 
'who have done better. Their ap- 
| pearances do not help ‘Son,’ Frankie 
Thomas, Jr., is growing up and will 
probably become a Broadway actor 
\if Hollywood doesn’t call him back 


\for too long. Jessie Royce Landis 


;and Joe Fassett are mom and pop. 
| Ibee. 
| (Withdrawn Saturday (5) after 


| three performances.) 





Lindsay and Crouse have installed 


|a glass partition behind the last row | 
| orchestra seats at the Fulton, N. Y.. | 


‘and are no longer selling standing 
lroom for Arsenic and Old Lace.’ 
|They also removed 12 more seats 
'that provided an imperfect view of 
| the stage. 


| quiet 


but, under the | 





playing the show from a side shell: | 


Inside Stuff—Legit 





| 


In addition to his highly praised performance in ‘Watch on the Rhine,’ 


| Ww 


hich opened at the Martin Beck, N. Y., last week, Paul Lukas performs 


la feat of strength at every show. He is supposed to knock out George 
/Coulouris, who weighs 185 pounds, then carry him up several steps and 


;}out on the terrace, backstage center. 


Lukas weighs less than Coulouris. 


As a youth he was a fencer and weight lifter, competing in the Olympics 
‘with the Hungarian team. He was also in the Hungarian army before 


going on the stage. 
| 


|McGuire upstairs. 


Script of ‘Claudia,’ Booth, called for Donald Cook carrying Dorothy 
He tried it several times and, although the young 


| actress is of average weight, Cook found the stunt too much for him and 


the bit was scratched. 





Lindsay and Crouse thought they'd take a loss with the Chicago com- 


als. 


also taken ill. 
apolis and broke even. 


|pany of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ by laying the show off for three days of 
rehearsals in Indianapolis last week, but illnesses killed the rehears- 
Eric Von Stroheim was out for 24 hours, while Helen Twelvetrees 
was abed for a longer period and remained in the town when her son was 
However, the show got $6,000 for half a week in Indian- 


Miss Twelvetrees did not open with the show in Chicago Sunday (6), 
Angie Adams, understudy, replacing for the time being. During the pre- 


21 backers. 


chances of a man-| miere one of the actor cops lost his voice, but Crouse wired Lindsay that 
ager taking over are not clear. Show- |the notices were swell and latter relaying the allegation to the inquiring 





Grace Moore, who is on a tour of recitals, claims she is the busiest prima 


donna, 


Whitney’s yacht Apapulco. 


radio program May 4. 
Mexican trip. 





Warbler opened this week in Winnipeg, then tests her pipes in 
Miss Webster is a| Fargo Wednesday (9) and sings with the Minneapolis symphony April 13, 
principal proponent of experimental | After that she planes to Mexico City for a goodwill appearance at the 
Palacio De Bellasartes, April 18 and 21. 


Then a few days aboard Jock 


Miss Moore will sing ‘La Boheme* with the Metropolitan opera on tour 
in Richmond May 1, but returns to New York to participate in the Ford 
Jean Dalrymple will accompany her on the 


In between the songstress spends as much time as possible with her 
ailing husband, Valentin Parera, at Saranac. 





Cancellation of ‘Du Barry Was a Lady’ in St. Paul is the result of a 
freak booking. Show was slated for the city auditorium, idea being to get 
| the gross quickly by playing one day in that spot Saturday (12), 


How- 


| ever, local officials called off the show at the urging of squeamish citizens, 


i 





Piays Out of Town 


Hope for a Harvest 
New Haven, April 4. 


| Comedy-drama in three acts by Sophie 
| Treadwell; staged by Lester Veil; settings, 
| Watson Barratt; features Frederic March 
land Florence Eldridge; presented by The 
Theatre Guild, under supervision of Law- 

















rence Langner and Theresa Helburn, at 
the Shubert, New Haven, April 4-5, °41; 
| $2.75 top. 

Mrs. Matilda Martin...csccce: Helen Carew 
i} Antoinette Martin...cccocccessd Judy Parrish 
| Elliott Martin......eeeee+++-Fredric March 
| Victor de ucchi..... coeeses. Arthur Frans 
| Carlotte Thatcher........ Florence Eldridge 
| Nelson Powell.....- eececess+++-JOhnN Morny 
Billy Barnes....ccces evccccces Shelley Hull 
Bertha Barnes. ..ccoccccccccccces Edith King 
Joe de LUCchIi..cccccccccccsesess Alan Reed 
BM WERE cccccesdccccscesees Doro Merande 





This time the Theatre Guild won't 
have to send out letters of apology 


|to subscribers, as happened with an 
earlier production this season, and 
| the Fredric March-Florence Eldridge 
combination won’t have to run the 
‘Oops, Sorry’ ad that appeared in 
|connection with a flop of a couple 
|of seasons back. In brief, ‘Hope for 
|a Harvest’ indicates hope for a 
|golden harvest on the road, on 
Broadway and on the screen. Play 
| is due for a short spring tour, which 
|Should mean capacity houses at 
|every stopover, and will hit New 
| York in the fall after a summer 
| layoff. 


Sophie Treadwell has struck a 
|chord here that should eventually 
| find a response throughout the land. 
| Using a_ back-to-the-soi] movement 


as her theme, with action laid in 
California’s ranch ° district, author 
philosophizes brilliantly on what 


ails Americans today and offers a 
suggestion for a way out of the un- 
rest that grips most of the people at 
present. Her premise is that the 
pioneering spirit that built up the 
west has degenerated into the opera- 
| tion of filling stations and hotdog 
stands ,and that the revival of this 
spirit lies in reclaiming the land for 
| its original purpose of providing sus- 
|tenance for man. There is also an 
undercurrent showing that the for- 
| eign element in this country has 
| found a way to survive through sac- 
| Tifices and hard work that present- 
day Americans are unwilling to 
take on. 


Miss Treadwell has scored a lit- 
|erary ace in her mirroring of types 
| of modern society. Her characters 
|include Elliott Martin, ex-rancher, 
| who would rather just get by, 
| through running a filling station on 
| his property, than tackle the harder 
| problem of making his orchards pay. 
| There’s a representative Okie who 

is hired for odd jobs on a ranch, but 
who quits when asked to make a 
pathwalk with some bricks because 
‘that’s really a bricklayer’s job, and 
| besides, I get $8 a day picking fruit 

t There’s a 
widow who had to give back most of 
her installment-purchased belong- 
| ings when her husband’s death ended 
| the payments, and who applies for 
housekeeper service on a ranch ‘to 
keep me going till my writing begins 
to pay.’ (She has been nicked for 


|; when the season is on.’ 


who regard ‘Du Barry’ as a show on the off-color side. 

legit theatre been booked, stated there would have been no interference. 
Figured, however, that the musical will draw its quota of business from 

Whitty (Miss Webster’s mother), Ta- ! St. Paul by playing nearby Minneapolis the first half of next week. 


+ 
vv 


Had the regular 


. 

















$200 for a correspondence course.) 
There’s a ranch owner's wife, Bertha 
Barnes, trying to crash society by 
living beyond her means. And 
there’s Martin’s young daughter, 
Antoinette, who gets ‘into that 
trouble’ via Bertha’s son Billy, 
largely because of paternal neglect. 
Other characters include Joe de 
Lucchi, neighboring ‘dago’ ranch 
owner who has made a go of things 
to Martin’s annoyance; his son Vic- 
tor, in love with Antoinette, and 
Mrs. Martin, Elliott’s old-fashioned, 
down-to-earth mother. 


Into this group comes Carlotta 
Thatcher, back from years of living 
abroad until the death of her artist 
husband. Carlotta seeks rest from 
the turmoil of Europe by re-estab- 


| lishing herself on her grandmother’s 


ranch, and the play’s progress shows 
her battle, and eventual success, in 
doing this. 

Fredric March, as Elliott Martin, 
gives a fine performance, although 
he’s not completely at home in the 
role. He leaves an impression of 
still reaching for a proper interpre- 
tation of the part. This trait is more 
noticeable in his earlier moments, 
his portrayal of the somewhat surly 
and defeatist Martin not being en- 
tirely sincere at this stage. A 
lengthy speech near the play’s end 
also carries him slightly out of char- 
acter, being too sharp a change from 
what has preceded. Miss Eldridge 
gets a better break in the casting, 
her picture of Carlotta being hand- 
in-glove with the role. In the last 
analysis this play belongs to the 
character of Carlotta as the person 
who brings order into the district 
and into the lives of a number of 
residents of the district. 

Judy Parrish carries a major bur- 


(Continued on page 44) 


LANGNERS TO RESUME 
WESTPORT OPERATION 


Lawrence Langner and Armina 
Marshall (Mrs. Langner) will per- 
sonally resume operation this sum- 
mer of their Country playhouse, 
Westport, Conn. Jose Ferrer, cur- 


rently playing the lead in ‘Charley's 
Aunt,’ at the Cort, N. Y., will di- 
rect. Richard Skinner, who with 
Day Tuttle is producer of ‘Charley's 
Aunt’ and also formerly ran _the 
Westchester playhouse, Mt. Kisco, 
N. Y., will be business manager. 

Several tryouts are promised for 
the season, including ‘Battle of 
Angels,’ by Tennessee Williams, 
which the Theatre Guild tried out 
in Boston last fall. Gilbert Miller, 
Dwight Wiman and Vinton Freed- 
ley are also mentioned as possible 
sponsors of tryouts. John C. Wilson 
will be likewise associated with the 
strawhat this summer. 

John Haggott and John Cornell 
operated the theatre the last two 
seasons. 
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Wynn's ‘Boys’ Fair $17,000 in Chi: 
Eileen, $1 4,500, Plenty Healthy 


+ 


Chicago, April 8. 

Plenty of changes in the loop legit 
situation over Holy Week. Exiting 
from town were ‘Pins and Needles,’ 
after a bang-up gallop of 16 weeks, 
and Dante’s ‘Sim Sala Bim’ magic 
show after three good weeks. 

Replacing ‘Pins’ in the Studebaker 
was ‘See My Lawyer,’ moving over 
after two weeks in the Selwyn. Into 
the Erlanger last night (Monday) 
came ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
for a repeat date, this time with 
Alexander Woollcott instead of Clif- 
ton Webb. Dated in for two weeks 
only, but may stay longer if busi- 
ness warrants. 

On Sunday night (6), after a 
week’s postponement, ‘Arsenic and 
Old Lace’ opened in the Grand 
Opera House, with such names as 
Eric von Stroheim, Laura Hope 
Crews, Effie Shannon and Helen 
Twelvetrees. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Selwyn 
(ist week) (1,000; $3.30). 
drew plenty of fine newspaper com- 
ment on his own and the show also 
brought forth critical praise, but 
business will have to perk for man- 
agement satisfaction. Came up with 
$17.000 for initial session. 

‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone 
(58th week) (1,200; $2.75). Holding 
to a pace that is remarkable in view 
of the length of the run, and showing 
profits aplenty at nearly $12,500. 

‘My Sister Eileen, Harris (7th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Steady money 
and now settling down for a real run 
of it. Again healthy at $14,500. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Studebaker 
(16th and final week) (1,200; $1). 
Finished exrellent stay Saturday 
(5) and heads for more road time. 
Snagged $5,500 for final session. ‘See 
My Lawyer’ replaced in the house 
Sunday (6) at $2.75 top. 


‘Sim Sala Bim’ (Dante), Erlanger | 


(3d and final week) (1,300: $2.20). 


Ed Wynn! 








Guild’s New ‘Harvest’ Nice 
$6,500 in N.H. Break-In 


New Haven, April 8. 
Breaking of the Guild’s ‘Hope for 





| 


Shows in Rehearsal 


"The 
Guild. 

‘The Beavtiful 
liam Saroyan. 

*Theatre’—John Golden. 

‘Rose Marie’ (road)—Shuberts. 





Last Round’ — Theatre 


‘Not in Our Stars’—Experi- 
mental. 
‘Steps Leading Up’—Experi- 
mental. 








a Harvest’ drew a fat b.o. response Critics Rave, But ‘Student’ 


at Shubert in three shows (4-5). 
Despite rainy Saturday, play got an 
approximate $6,500, which is swell 
at $2.75 top in this 1,600-seater. 

Sale was largely advance, but nice 


| 


N.G. $9,500 In Twin Cities 


Minneapolis, April 8. 


2.200-seat Lyceum, approximated 
only mild $8,500 in five nights and 


‘press and word-of-mouth boosted two matinees, although critics waxed 


things to above figure. 


HAYES-EVANS NIFTY 





: 
| 


$24,500 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, April 8. 

Helen Hayes-Maurice Evans combo 
was good for estimated swell $24,500 
in ‘Twelfth Night’ last week at 
Nixon. Show played here under 
ATS auspices at $3.30 top and, al- 
though couple of the notices were 
lukewarm, stars packed enough of a 
b.o. wallop to over-ride any minor 
critical complaints. 

By middle of engagements, when 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


gallery and balcony had gone clean | 


for remaining performances, 


man- 


agement smartly marked off rear) 


and 


side sections downstairs and 


parcelled them out at prices ranging 


from $1.50 to $2.50. 


Current Road Shows 


(April 9-19) 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Erich von 
Stroheim, Laura Hope 





Finished with matinee Sunday (6) | Grand, Chicago (9-19). 
and, with addéd afternoon shows! ‘Blossom Time’ (Everett Marshall) 
during last week managed to corral | — National, Washington (9-12); 


$7,000 for exit session. 
Came to Dinner’ opened last night 
(Monday). 


‘Arsenic’ 6G in Indpls. 


Indianapolis, April 8. 
English theatre got off to a good 
start for the spring season with 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ in for three 
evening performances and Saturday 
matinee last week. At $2.50 top, four 
performances garnered estimated 

nice $6,000 in the 1,500-seat house. 








| 
| 


‘Man Who) Ford's, Baltimore (14-19). 


‘Boys and Girls Together’ (Ed 
Wynn)—Selwyn, Chicago (9-19). 

‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Ethel Waters) 
—Cass, Detroit (9-12); Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh (14-19). 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ (Bert Lahr) 
Lyceum, Minneapolis (13-16); David- 
son, Milwaukee (17-19). 

‘Gas Light’—Piayhouse, Hollywood 
(9-19). 

‘Hellzapoppin’— American, St. 





Louis (9-19). 
‘Hope for a Harvest’ 
March, Florence Eldridge)—Colonial, 


Next is ‘Pins and Needles,’ coming | pocton (9-19). 


yg four performances starting April 
4. 





‘Dinner’ 12G in Col. 


Columbus, April 8. 
Hartman last week got estimated 
nifty $12,000 with ‘Man Who Came 
to Dinner,’ playing eight perform- 
ances at $2.20 top. Excellent press 
and word-of-mouth helped boost 
gross. 


‘Life With Father’ (Lillian Gish)— 
Blackstone, Chicago (9-19). 


—Walnut, Philadelphia (9-19). 


ander Woollcott )—Erlanger, Chicago 
(9-19). 





| (9-19). 
| Pins and Needles’—English, Indi- 
|anapolis (14-16); Hartrnan, Colum- 


Current (7-9) is ‘Twelfth Night,’ | bus, O. (17-19). 


with ‘Pins and Needles’ 
in the Sky’ to follow. 


and 





: | 
Wallace Munroe is now general | 


manager of Dante’s ‘Sim Sala Bim’ 
on tour. 




















Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 




















ROSALIND IVAN 


in “THE CORN IS GREEN” 
NATIONAL THEATRE, N. Y. 




















DOLLY LEWIS 


Relative Lindemann 
John Lawrence Show 
Write Sister Helen 

















‘Cabin | 


‘Rose Marie’—Mason Opera House, 


| Los Angeles (9-19). 


San Carlo Opera—Kingsbury hall, 
Salt Lake City (9); Aud., Chicago 
(12-19). 

‘See 


My Lawyer’ — Studebaker, 


| Chicago (9-19). 


‘Sim Sala Bim’ (Dante)—Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto (9-12). 

‘Student Prince’ — Nixon, 
burgh (9-12); Cox, Cincinnati 
19). 

‘Theatre’ (Cornelia Otis Skinner) 
—Playhouse, Wilmington (12); Na- 
tional, Washington (14-19). 

‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fontanne) — Forrest 
Philadeiphia (14-19). 

‘Time of Your Life’ ‘Eddie Dow- 
ling )—Biltmore, Los Angeles (14-19) 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Plymouth, Bosten (14-19). 

‘Treat Her Géntly’ (Ruth Chatter- 


Pitts- 
(14- 


ton) — Majestic, Houston, Texas 
(14); City aud. Beaumont. Texas 
(15); Lanier and Montgomery, Ala. 
| (17); Temple, Birmingham (18): 
| Aud., Memphis (19). 

‘Twelfth Night’ (Helen Hayes, 


' Maurice Evans)—Hartman, Colum- 


bus, O. (9); Cass, Detroit (14-19). 





Engagements 


Viola Roache, ‘Theatre.’ 

Dudley Digges, Walter 
Karen Morley, Byron McGrath. 
_ Elaine Anderson Don Glenn, Sid 
Cassel, Nicholas Conte, ‘The Last 
Round.’ 
Eugene Loring, Betsy Blair, Cur- 
_tis Cooksey, Farrel] Pelly, E. J. Bal- 
| lentine, Fredrica Slemons, Edward 
Nannary, Don Freeman, Peter 
Xantho, ‘The Beautiful People.’ 





Slezak. 


| 
| 


| 


| 


Crews)— | 


(Fredric | 


enthusiastic. Houses were topheavy, 
with balcony capacity and lower 
floor sparsely settled. 

Show did but $1,000 in two nights 
at St. Paul Auditorium, takings for 
full Twin City seven-day week be- 
ing approximately $9,500. 


FOXES, $13,200, 
OKAY IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 8. 
Everything was stil’ hotsy-totsy 
last week along legit row, despite 
Lent and bad weekend weather. 








People’—Wil- | 
| 
} 
| 
| 


Bway Dips As Lent Takes Its Toll, 
But ‘Rhine, 166, Dilemma,’ 226 Big; 
Ditto Lady 32G, ‘Hattie’ $31,500 


| (13th week) 


rc | 2cc s 7 j 1c Teal aye is 
‘Student Prince,’ at $2.75 top at the | 2&Ss tapered in most legiters and the 


Estimates for Last Week 
Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 


(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,” Fulton 


(CD-938; $3.30). Busi- 


spring’s lows are likely to be regis- 
tered this (Hcly) week: this laugh 


| hit not affected; not far from $17,000 


mark, 


‘Claudia,’ Booth (8th week) (CD- 
712; $3.30). John Golden’s winner 
this season inspired him to proceed 
with ‘Theatre,’ but it will try out 


and come to town in the fall; around | 


$12,000. 

‘Crazy with the Heat,’ 
(10th week) (R-1,325; $3.30). An- 
other week for revue which fared 
better than first indicated: dropped 


| last week to an approximate $10,000. 


‘Tobacco Road’ hooked $11,600 in | 


its second week (eighth engagement) 
at the Locust with only a $1.50 top. 
Tallulah Bankhead’s return in ‘The 
Little Foxes’ at the Forrest, wasn’t 
quite up to expectations, but the 
$13,200 week spelled profit. Week’s 
real leader again was ‘Life with 
Father,’ which again soared to the 
$19.000 mark in its fifth week at the 
Walnut. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Locust (2d week) | 
(1,500; $1.50). Doing a grand job) 
on eighth engagement here. 
ennia] hooked $11,600 last week. An- | 
other week set. 

‘The Little Foxes, Forrest (one | 
week only) (1,800; $2.85). Return 
engagement good, but a little under 
expectations; $13,200 reportea. House | 
dark this week, with ‘There Shall | 
Be No Night’ coming next Monday | 
(14). | 

i 


| 


‘Life With Father,’ Walnut (5th 
week) (1,400; $2.85). Still big noise 


of town; beviered $18,00U anu Dias! 


fair to siay until June 1. Early week | Box 


lower fioor sale only thing wor y- 
ing management. 











‘NIGHT BEFURE XMAS’ 


‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) | 


‘Man Whe Came to Dinner’ (Alex- 


‘My Sister Eileen’—Harris, Chicago ' 


SU-SU $7,000 IN HUB 





| week) (C-1,005: $3.30). 


Boston, April 8. | 


‘Blossom Time’ finished three good | 
weeks Saturday (5) and the single | 
stanza of ‘Night Before Christmas’ | 
aaded up to a fairly encouraging re- 
ception. Shuberts are bringing back 
‘Rose Marie’ for at least two weeks 
at the Shubert, because of the lush 
reception to ‘Blossom.’ Show will be 
rehearsed and partially cast here, 
opening April 14, | 

‘Tobacco Road’ also comes in for 
two weeks April 14. “Hope for a 
Harvest, with Fredric March and 
Florence Eldridge, opened Monday 
(7) at the Colonial ior two weeks, | 
under Theatre Guild sponsorship, 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Blossom Time,’ Shubert (3rd wk) 
(1,590; $2.75)—Came through with! 
surprising steam, taking around 
$12,500 tor third and last frame. 


‘Night Before Christmas,’ Ply- 
mouth ‘(one week) (1,400; $2.75).— 
Received here as satisfactory com- 


edy, spiced by some nifty lines and 
situations, and figured to be a natu- 
ral for pictures. Approached s0-so 
$7,000. Opens at Morosco, N. Y., 
Thursday (10). 


‘Cabin’ $17,500 in Det. 


Detroit, April 8. 

Settled for two weeks, carrying 
through usually dull Holy Week, 
‘Cabin in the Sky’ picked up esti- | 
mated $17.500 for its first eight per- 
fermances last week. It is priced at | 
$3.30 top, 

Following ‘Cabin,’ ‘Twelfth Night’ | 
moves in April 14 for six days. 


Name Concert Dates 


(April 9-16) 








James Melton—Civic aud., Pasa- 
dena, Cal. (16). 
Grace . Moere — Northrop. aud., 


Minneapolis (13). 
Albert Spalding — Union H. S., 
Phoenix, Ariz. (14). 
Lawrence Tibbett — College aud., 
Rock Hill, S. C. (9); Forum, Harris- 
burg, Pa. (14); Mun, aud., Kansas | 
City, Mo. (16). 


| (D-1,520: 


| agements; 


| week) 
|playing Sundays 


‘Flight to the West,’ Royale (14th | 


week) (D-1,047; $1.10). Maybe 
slight operating profit for low-scaled 
drama that is being presented by 
non-profit group; $6,000. 


‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(133d week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Week- 
end business, which includes Sunday 
matinee and night, strongly support- 
ed, but off during week: still making 
money with gross around $20,000. 


‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (lst 
week) (R-3,087; $2.75). Resumed 
Friday (4) with some cast changes; 
notices indicate rink revue is better 
than when it first opened. 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre (29th 
week) (D-1.016; $3.30). Engagement 
indefinite and may last out spring; 
rated around $7,000 last week; 
dropped like most others. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (11th 
week) (M-1,357; $4.40). Attendance 
varies but slightly for front-running 


musical play that comes close to 
Per- | $32,000 mark weekly. 
‘Life with Father,” Empire (73d 


Offish going 
wes reflected in pace of the best- 
grossing holdover, takings last week 


| approximating $16,500; plenty profit- 


able at that level. 

‘Louisiana Purchase.’ Imnerial 
(45th week) (C-1,450; $4.40). Eased 
off with the field; gross around $25,- 
000, but after this week should pick 
up again; slated into summer. 

‘Man Who Came te Dinner,’ Music 
(77th week) (C-1,013: $3.30). 
Has been playing nearly 18 months 
and likely to finish the season, 
although business dipped last week; 


$9,000. 

‘Meet the People,’ Mansfield (15th 
week) (R-1,000; $3.30). 
000 last week; probably broke even, 
or a slight profit, as players took 
Salary cut. 

‘My Sister Eileen.’ Biltmore (15th 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Had one of 
its best weeks and was quoted over 
$16,500; has been making money 
right along and should stay well into 
summer. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Nerth.” Belasco (12th 


week) (C-1,000; $3.30). May stick 
through spring: claims operating 
profit right along, with not much 


variance in gross; eased off last week 
to $9,000. 


44th St. 


, disappointment; down around $5,500, 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (281st 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Most freaky 
run in history of Broadway; can get 
by at small money; around $5,000 
last week, 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Beck (lst 
week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Looks like 
it will land real money; first seven 
performances quoted not far under 
| $16,000; standees on Friday and Sat- 
urday. 

‘Your Loving Son’ Little. Opened 
| last Friday; panned; yanked next 
night, 


Revivals 

‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Shubert 
| (4th week) (C-1,405; $3.30). Getting 
‘great money for revival in spacious 
| house; bettered $22,000; slightly un- 
der tirst weeks, but easily best 
among straight plays. 

‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (25th week) 
(C-1,064; $3.30). Passing six months 
run mark; exceptional for revival; 
due to stay through spring; $7,006 
‘estimated last week. 


Added 
| ‘The Trojan Women,’ Cort. Pre- 
sented by Experimental Theatre 


ae (8); to be repeated Sunday 
13). 


LUNTS GARNER GREAT 
$27,000 IN 4 STANDS 


Continuing their great grossing 
| tour of ‘There Shall Be No Night, 
| the Lunts last week garnered well 
| over $27,000 in four stands mostly in 








| the state of New York. Top money 


' was drawn in Buffalo, where the 
count was $11,500 in three days. 
Hartford, Conn., provided a big turn- 
out as indicated by receipts of $7,800, 
while in Rochester the gate was 
$6,000. At Utica the take was $2,000, 
that being a college date at a guar- 
antee. 


The Lunts are laying off this week 
at their farm, but take to the road 


| again next week, 


Around $10.- | 





‘DuBarry’ 146 in K. C€. 


Kansas City, April &. 
Pouring rain greeted ‘DuBarry 
Was a Lady’ on its opening Thurs- 
day (3), but didn’t dampen the b.o. 
Three-day date, four performances, 
at $3.30 top got estimated $14,000, 





| good. 
Next on the docket is ‘Hellza- 
poppin, with Billy House-Eddie 


Garr, company which opens a five- 
day run April 20. 





‘Life’ $14,500 in S. F. 
San Francisco, April 8. 


Final week of ‘Time of Your Life’ 
at the Curran closed strong at esti- 


| mated $14,500, a shade over previous 


‘My Fair Ladies,” Hudson (2d 
week) (C-1,094: $3.30). Claimed to 
| better even break, but business | 


quite modest to date; around $5,000 | 
| will then open in Los Angeles April 


with cut-rate aid. 

‘Native Son,’ St. James (2d week) 
$3.30) Plenty of theatre 
parties for sensational mixed cast 
drama, which 
pected but 
$14,000. 

‘Night Before Christmas,’ Morosco 
(C-939; $3.30). Presented by Court- 
ney Burr; written by Laura and S. J. 
Perelman: fair reports from tryout: 
opens Thursday (10); only premiere 
this week 

‘Old Acquaintance,’ Broadhurst 
(14th week) (C-1,142,. $3.30). Moved 
here from Morosco this week: has 
settled down to moderate money, 


quite lively around 


| which means some profit: three mati- 


nees weekly weil patronized; $8,000 

‘Out of the Frying Pan’ Windsor 
(8th week) (C-893: $3.30). Sale of 
picture rights has encouraged man- 
agement to keep show going through 
spring; approximated $5,000. 

‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (15th week) 
(M-1,104; $4.40). Bit off last week, 
but that was expected by most man- 
virtual capacity most 
nights; $21,000. 

‘Pamama Hattie,” 46th St. (23d 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Approach- 


is not as big as ex- | 


ing end of sixth month and little | 


affected; takings 
than $31,500; at the top with ‘Lady 
in the Dark.’ 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (54th 
(C-1,107; $3.30). Has been 
since such per- 
formances regularly started last fall: 
that has helped long stayer consider- 
ably: $7,000. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ National 
9th week) (D-1,162: $3.30). Drop 
in business here proportionately the 
same as with other leaders, but ex- 
cellent money at $16.500. 

‘The Talley Methed,’ Miller 


940; $3.30) Final and 7th week: a 


quoted at better | 


(CD- ; 


two sessions, Pulitzer prize-winner 
will play one week on the road and 


14, 


Current at the Curran is Mary Bo- 
land in ‘Meet the Wife.’ 


JACK 
DURANT 


Featured in GEORGE ABBOTT'S 


“PAL JOEY” 


Barrymore Theatre, New York 
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On the N. Y. Guild Front 
Layoff of 39 employees 
Brooklyn Eagle during the past w: 
may go to arbitration. New York | 
Newspaper Guild is contesting many 
of the firings. Guild, after 
auditors over the sheet’s 
for two weeks and talking to 
banks, which are putting pressure | 
on the Eagle to trim costs, admits 
that many of the dismissals are a 
financial necessity for the Eagle, but 
{is squawking that editors have ap- 
parently picked out every active 
Guild member for the ax. Most of 
the departures are from the editorial! | 
department, with a few from the 
business office. 

Negotiations for a new pact for 
employees of Time, Inc. (Time, Life. 
Fortune, Architectural Forum and 
March of Time) are still at an Im- 
passe. Guild wants general 10% 
salary tilt to compensate for in- | 
creased living cost. It has compiled | 
figures from Time, Inc.'s financial 
statement for 1940 to show that the 


‘ 
he 
Lri¢ 


by 


et 


having 
wr) books 


the 


company made a net profit of $1,760 | 


on each of the 750 employees. Guild | 
admits that Time’s pay scale is al- 
ready one of the highest in the | 
country, but claims that qualifica- | 
tions and standards are so tough fur- 
ther increases are not unjustified. 
Guild’s first pact with the New 
York Times is virtually through the 
negotiating stage and is expected to 
be signed within a few weeks. It 
covers 780 people in business, ad- | 
vertising and circulation depart- | 
ments. Contract for editorial em- | 
ployees awaits an election to deter- 
mine whether the ClIO-affiliated 
Guild or an AFL-affiliated unit with- 
{n the Times represents a majority. 
National Labor Relations Board, be- 
fore a vote can be taken, must de- 
termine who of the 500 editorial em- 
ployees are eligible for the NLRB 
voting. AFL group, headed by Jo- 
seph Shaplen and William Laurence, 
maintains the unit should be ex- 
clusively for reporters, writers, copy- 


} 
! 


| ing 


n only thrice-a-week) the daily 
holds the 6,000 on the off-days. 


Budgetitis, Miley Don’t Mix 
Budgetitus is given the reason 
Jack Miley’s leaving the N. Y. 
iT. 


as 


for 
Post as sports edit 


lably align with INS. 


Stanley Frank, who has been do- 
sports for years on the Post, 
takes over. 


H. Alien Smith's 2d Book 
H. Allen Smith, N. Y. World-Tele- 
gram staffer, whose first book, ‘Low 
Man on a Totem Pole,’ will be pub- 


lished May 16, has sold a second one. : 


It's called ‘A Handbook for Prac- 
tical Jokers.’ 

Volume’s a case history of famed 
practical jokers with details of their 
pranks for present-day reference. 


|} It will probably be published for 
Christmas sale. Matson & Duggan 
agented. 


Syndicating Jive 
United Features has launched 
syndication of a weekly column on 


swing music, but so far 1s having | 


no conspicuous success in selling it 
to editors. Difficulty is that many 
sheets already have record columns 
covering the jive field. 

Syndicate’s new feature is by a 
19-year-old New York University 
stude, Michael Levin. He started it 
for the Harvard Crimson and later 
sold it to the Cleveland News and 
Boston Globe. UF, since taking over 
the 1,200-word pillar, has added the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Los Angeles 
News and a couple other papers. 





LITERATI OBITS 

Charles F. Stevens, 50, publisher 
of the Danbury (Conn.) News- 
Times, died in that city April 1 after 
a four days’ illness. He leaves his 
widow, Frances, and four brothers, 
three of whom hold executive posts 
on the News-Times. 





readers and editors, while Guild’s 
position consistently has been that 
everyone who contributes to the 
publication of the paper should be 
eligible. 

Guild is also huddling with man- 
agements of Associated Press and 
United Press on renewals of pacts 
which expire this month. Being 
sought is an increase in minimum 
salaries all along the line. Tilts de- 
manded average about 15%. Guild 
also wants severance pay of one 
month for each year of service in- 
stead of present two week’s wages 
for each year. Press associations are 
resisting both requests. 





News Room Romance 


Romance which began in Pitts- 
burgh Post-Gazette news room sev- 
eral years ago culminated Saturday 
(5) in marriage of Joe Shuman, city 
editor of Paul Block morning sheet, 
and Anna Jane Phillips, star femme 
reporter. Bride, graduate of Co- 
lumbia School of Journalism, will 
give up regular newshawking upon 
couple’s return from a_ southern 
honeymoon, and will work only on 
special assignments. 

Shuman, who has been city ed of 
P-G since 1932, is a brother of Ike 
Shuman, now on New Yorker mag 
staff. 





Marcella Burke Bankrupt 
Marcella Margaret Burke, maga- 


zine writer, filed a voluntary peti- 
tion of bankruptcy in N. Y. federal 


court, listing assets of $100 and lia- | 


bilities of $8,632. Assets of indeterm- 
inate value include a play, ‘Tonight 
We Dance,’ in collaboration with the 
late Gladys Unger. 

Among other creditors are Myron 
Selznick, Inc., $925, and Frank Or- 
@atti, $593. 


Tragic Fate, After All 
Roy Widdicombe, co-author of 
‘Survival,’ which details his experi- 
ences in tossing about for 70 days 


in an open boat after being thrown | 
into the ocean by a German South | 


Atlantic raider, was finally claimed 
by the sea after all. Returning to 
England a couple of weeks ago to 
join the RAF, after recuperating 
from the suffering while awaiting 
rescue, his ship went down and he 
was drowned. 

Widdicombe’s co-author and part- 
ner in the ‘Survival’ story, Robert 
George Tapscott, is still in a Nassau 
hospital in a serious condition. Book, 
published by Random House, was 
ghosted by Guy Pearce Jones. 





Dot Thompson Spurts N. Y. Post 

N. Y. Post noted an 11,000 spurt | 
in circulation the first day Dorothy | 
Thompson joined the paper, and a 
subsequent easing off to some 6,000 | 
additional as a possible level hence- | 
forth. 

Surprising is that when Miss | 
Thompson is out of the paper (she’s 


| 


Julia W. Henderson, widow of W. 
J. Henderson, for 35 years music 
leritic of the N. Y. Sun, died in New 
'York March 31 after an operation. 
Mrs. Eleanore M. McCulloch, 64, 
former columnist on the old N. Y. 


|Evening Mail, who wrote under the | 
|pen name of Martha Gordon, died | 


| March 31 at her home in Southfield, 
| Mass. 

| Martin Petry, 72, for 30 years a 
staffman with the old N. Y. Herald 
jand later associated with the Bronx 
| Home News, died of a heart attack 
| April 2-at his home in the Bronx. 
Leaves a son, Martin, one-time ship 
news reporter and v.p. of F. Darius 
Benham, Inc., publicists. 

Charles A. Prescott, 76, long a 
| nhewspaperman 
had worked on the Cleveland Plain 
Dealer, the Salt Lake City Tribune 
and several Albany, N. Y., newspa- 
pers, died in Albany April 2. 

G. Selmer Fougner, 57, conductor 
|of the N. Y. Sun's ‘Along the Wine 
Trail’ column, former foreign cor- 
|respondent and publicist, died of a 
heart attack April 2 at a Washing- 
ton, D. C., hotel while on his way 
|to visit a son at Camp Stewart, Ga. 
| Ben Ford, 52, veteran Texas news- 
| paperman and publicity agent, died 
April 3 in a Dallas hospital after a 
lingering illness. 


Howard R. Burke, 61, former news | 


editor and city editor of the Houston 


Chronicle, died efter a heart attack 


| in Houston April 1, 

Bert Taggart. 
Post-Gazette sports staff, dropped 
| dead in street of heart attack early 
Sunday morning (6). 


He will prob- | 


and cartoonist who | 


47, of Pittsburgh | 


CHATTER | 
Thomas F. Crowell has purchased 
the Goldsboro (N.C.) Herald. 


League of American Writers will 
hold its fourth congress June 6-8 in, 
New York City. 

Gerald H. Salisbury 
aging editur The Saratogian, | 
Saratoga Springs daily. 

Ralph Bingham appointed adver- | 
Periodi- | 


named man- 


of 

















| 


tee considering camp entertainment, 
Bert Lytell in particular, believing 
that financing from industria! lead- 
ers in defense activity should be 
forthcoming. Alex Yokel has been 
called in to handle the shows.to be 








| tising manager of Hillman = | ow 

cals. N. Y. Bingham for last 12 year's backed by the two industrialists and 

lwith Del! | the first play is to be ‘Three Men on 
Oliver St. John Gogarty’s new a Horse,’ which he produced orig- 

Irish historical novel, ‘Mad Gran-|inally. He has asked Equity for cer- 

deur,’ delivered to Lippincott’s. Hal {tain concessions and their  prac- 


Matson agented. 
Frank Gervasi's current trip to} 
Europe and Africa r Collier’s has | 
left half completed a new book he | 
was working on. 
Dunean Underhill is preparing a) 
column based on ‘what is wrong | 
| with Hollywood’ for syndication by 

Scripps-Howard. 

Henry Beetle Huff, author of last 
year’s ‘Country Editor,” has com- 
| pleted his first novel, ‘Lofty Sky.’ 
| Doubleday publishing. 

C. S. Forester, in the east lectur- 
ing, left New York for the Coast 
last Thursday (3) with stops slated 
in Detroit and Chicago. 


|units has been worked out. 


ticality is now-being discussed. 

Plan calls for presenting 24 plays 
in the camps during a year’s period. 

Method of transporting the legit 
Play- 
ers would travel in clipper buses, 
which have wash rooms, while 
trunks and settings would be car- 
ried on trailers. First mobile unit 
will represent an outlay of $45,000. 
Possible that femme members of the 
casts would virtually live aboard the 
buses, with the men quartered in the 
barracks. 


Camp Units on % 
The United States Army is going 
into vaude show bu iness on a per- 





Charles Reisner writes about his 
experiences as a director of film 
comedies in his new book, ‘Between 
Salaries,’ or ‘Short Notes of a Long 
Memory’ 

John Collier in Florida dramatiz- 
ing his ‘Sleeping Beauty.’ Lewis 
Milestone had an option for a film 
on the Harper's story ,but gave it up 
recently. 

Gene Autry’s cartoon strip was 
switched from the Waltan Syndicate 
to the Des Moines Register and Tri- 
bune, gaining three more papers for 
a total of 28. 

Two dozen newspaperwomen, rep- 
resenting most of the leading daily 
|} papers in North Carolina, met at 
Greensboro last week and organized 
|the North Carolina Women’s Press 
| Assn. 

















| Invites Censorship 
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i Island because, in broad daylight, it 
was visible to thousands on ferry- 
boats, which no longer made it a} 
‘secret.’ 

Tabloid suggested that the Gov- 
;}ernment, if it wants to keep such 
| matters secret, should put into effect | 
|}an official censorship; that it 
| definite orders, not requests, 
; what may be printed and what may | 
|not.’ Ended up that only censorship | 
| would ‘clarify a hazy situation.’ 
News’ reply to Secretary Knox 


issue | 
as to} 
' 


| was the first known outspoken sug: | 
| gestion by a U.S. newspaper that the | 


| Government apply censorship. Knox 
first commending those dailies, press 


| associations, broadcasting companies | 


which | 


and photographic agencies 
| kept the ‘secret,’ in his statement, 
said that the reporting of the battle- 
ship’s arrival was of ‘inestimable 
military value to the Germans.’ 
pointed out that, when the Lease- 
Lend bill became an act, he had re- 


| quested that any movement or pres- | 
vessels in this | 


| ence of British war 
| country be kept on the qt. 
The N.Y. News, incidentally, has 


been outspoken the past few months | 


against American intervention in the 
European war, some of its editorials 
}and cartoons being extremely bitter 
| against the Administration's policy. 
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“Du Barry’ 
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| en the Legion of Decency, Arch- 
| bishop John Murray of the St. Paul 
diocese and individuals, Archbishop 
Murray threatened that the Eucharis- 
tis Congress, scheduled for St. Paul 
next summer, would not be held in 
the Auditorium if that building were 
| ‘defiled’ by the musical show. 
| Mayor Leach here says protests 
| against ‘Du Barry’ have been filed in 
| his office by Catholic organizations. 
| The letters came from the presi- 
dents of St. Anne’s Club and the 
Junior Catholic League and the 
| secretaries of the Catholic Youth 
| council and the Catholic Action club 
| of St. Stephen’s church. 

Nine years ago the then mayor of 
' Minneapolis, following protests, 
barred Billy Rose’s ‘Crazy Quilt’ be- 
fore it opened. The show im- 


mediately moved over to St. Paul | 


'and played a week to capacity busi- 
ness. At the next election the mayor 
was defeated. . 

A year ago, local newspapers, after 
receiving squawks against the play 
‘Tobacco Road,’ refused its adver- 
tising, although the season before 
they had accepted it. However, city 
Officials refused to stop the date. 
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divvy under Dramatist Guild rules. 
No decision has been made by Metro 
on acquisition of film rights. It can 
take a chance on bidding for them 


later in the open market or make a 
dezl to purchase them for part of its 
percentage of the play’s boxoffice re- 
ceipts. ° 

Brennan play, came into 
lthe hands of h eastern agent, 

George T. Bye, less than a week ago, 
| has created more of a flurry in legit 
| circles than anything in years. Bren- 
|nan, who is independently weelthy, 
|informed Bye he didn't care about 
money involved, but wanted it to go 
only to a topnotch producer for the 
| best possible praduction, and at once. 
| When several New York producers 
had given no answer after having the 
script for four or five days, Bren- 
nan ordered the Metro deal closed 
on the Coast. Spirited bidding de- 
veloped before Metro got a chance | 
to sign, but it was able to exceed all 
other offers. 

It is estimated show will cost 
around $40,000 to put on the boards | 
and will be most expensive of spring 
productions. Many-scened produc- 

n tells of effect of the war on a 


oOcKnN fa Y London. 


whic h 


1S 


v 


e y 


He | 


centage. Army authorities 
ostensibly come to conclusion that 
shows are needed, especially in 
southern camps, so as to keep the 
boys away from ‘dubious’ forms of 
entertainment. Since there is no 
co-ordinated morale division head- 
quarters, deals are being made with 
individual camp commandments in 
various parts of the country follow- 
ing months of negotiation. 
Wherever approval of camp com- 
mandants, following consultation 
with camp morale division, is ob- 
tained for a show soldiers will han- 
dle tickets, post bills or notices and 
take over box office duties on all 
units playing the camps. Receipts 
will be turned over to company 
managers after army officials deduct 
percentage agreed upon in each case. 
First vaude unit set to make a na- 
tion-wide tour of camp _ theatres 
broke in last Thursday (3) and Fri- 
day at Camp Upton, Yaphank, L. I. 


| It moved to Camp Meade, near Bal- 
timore, for a four-day stand starting 
Saturday (5) and has a booking for | 


every night until June 15. Two-hour 
show plays two performances each 
evening, one at 6:30 and one at 8:45. 

Known as an ‘All American Mu- 
sical,’ unit is produced by H. E. 


| Booker, former foreign impresario. 


Cast comprises 32 people, including 
an all-femme orch of 10 pieces and 
a line of eight. Al Morrison staged 
it and conducts the band. He also 
| m.c.’s. Nut to produce and book it 
| was about $5,000. 

A Unit a Month 

Booker, who is backed in the ven- 
ture by Edward B. Hall, Jr., presi- 
dent of the O’Cedar Mop Co., plans 
to put out a unit a month to travel 
| the same route. He is also planning 
| to tour legiters around the camp and 
| has been in confabs with Equity and 
owners of various plays to set a deal. 
| Tap at the gate at Upton was 50c. 
| which Booker felt was too high. Fee 
in the future will average around 
35¢ if the producer has his way, al- 
though, as at Upton, final decision 
must lie with the individual officer 
in charge. 

Booker’s arrangement is to hand 
over 20% of the take to each camp’s 
Post Exchange Fund, which buys 
the soldiers minor conveniences for 
which the War Department makes 
no provision, 

Unit will make a stand in each 
camp of from two to 12 days, de- 
pending upon its size. Twelve-day 
| stop will be at Fort Benning, Ga., 
where the show will play three days 
in each of the giant 
four theatres. 

Booker, a native of Oakland, Cal., 
is better known in show biz abroad 


| 
| 


cantonment’s 


than in the U. S. He returned to 
this country about 13 months ago 


after a career which included build- 

| ing and operating theatres and stag- 
ing shows in London, Brussels, Ber- 
lin, Shanghai, Tsin-Tsin, China, and 
many other spots. He was at one 
time manager of Max Schmeling. 


Wanger’s Revue 

Crop of units is sprouting rapidly. 
A second group is scheduled to start 
tour of southern camps at Fort Ben- 
ning April 12. Wally Wanger is pro- 
ducing line of girls for the ‘Star- 
Spangled Revue,’ title of the second 
outfit, with Johnny Hamp's orch. 
Company scheduled to train out yes- 
terday (8) after Monday dress re- 
hearsal. Contracts for 36 play dates 


‘are already on the books, with ‘Re- 
| vue’ 
| about six months. 


probably touring camps for 


Dates will run from one to three 
days. Admission scale will range 
from 25¢ to 75c, depending on 
capacity and location. The Wanger 


| unit, embracing band, specilties and | 
| line, 


is reportedly operating on a 


Army Camps Set Shows 


ttm, ontinued from page | 


have ! 





| 
| 


nut of $2,500 to $3,000 weekly. Maxi- 
mum gross at 25-75c scale is esti. 
mated at $6,000. 

Agreement was signed last week 
| between Booker and his backer end 
AGVA. It guarantees minimum of 
$60 per week for principals and $35 
for chorus. Bond has also been 
posted to guarantee railroad fare to 
N. Y. from the most distant point of 
the tour. 








Hope for a Harvest 
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den of support as Antoinette and 
does a first-rate job. Same comment 
fits Alan Reed, in a dialect role that 
stands out. Other excellent versions 
are turned in by Helen Carew, John 
Morny, Arthur Franz, Edith King 
and Doro Merande. Henry Hull's 
son, Shelley, is okay in a bit. 

Fine direction of Lester Vail keeps 
pace with the sterling casting and 
writing, and Watson Barratt’s two 
sets are plain (a kitchen scene) and 
attractive (a ranch living-room) to 
fill the bill nicely. Bone. 


FUNNY SIDE UP 


London, Ont., April 3. 

Roly Young musical revue in two acts 
(28 svenes)., Stars Ella Shields: features 
Tom Hamilton, La’Nor Triller, Will Hard- 
Ing, Bonne Lynn, Lee and Sandra, Ken 
Watts, George Moran. Music and Ivyries 
Roly Young; staged by Vincent De Vita; 
settings, De Vita and Merle Foster: musi- 
cal directio and orchestrations, Jack Ayre; 
dances and ensembles, Lee and Sandra; 
costumes, Mallabar; directed by Young 
Opened April 3 at the Grand, London, On- 
tario; $2.20 top. 





With Ella Shields heading the cast 
and the rest of the talent abundant, 
Roly Young has whipped his second 
brisk wartime revue into shape for 
an audience-reception that, accord- 
ing to key-spot bookings, will take 
his troupe across Canada. From the 
spectacular anti-aircraft setting in 
full-stage, with the stirring ‘Carry- 
On’ chorus of the uniformed male 
singers—this opening the 30-scene 
revue—to the big patriotic finale and 
company roundup backgrounded by 
a full-stage satin Union Jack, ‘Funny 
Side Up’ is socko, topical, cohesive, 
spectacularly showcased in big pro- 
duction numbers and good for a 
more than satisfying evening's en- 
tertainment. 

Young’s own coin this time backs 
the show and he hasn’t stinted, judg- 
ing from the applause which greeted 
even the sets and costumes, and the 





|pursestrings apparently are looser 
than a burlesque stripper’s girdle. 


In addition to the freshness of decor 
Ella Shields is the main mainstay o 
‘Funny Side Up.’ She’s on in im- 
maculate tophat and tails to do her 
‘Burlington Bertie.’ She had to beg 
off. The vet British music-hall 
trouper then comes back in the first 
| half to do the British Intelligence 
warning song, ‘Don’t Give Yourself 
Away.’ Dashing and debonair, and 
with that infectious chuckle that in- 
terpolates her song interpretations, 
she received the tribute of whistles, 
feet-poundings from the gallery and 
the more decorous but just as en- 
thusiastic palm-pounding from the 
orchestra, 

Breezy and timely satirical skits 
abound throughout and their writing 
has lots of spontaneity and polish, 
with impersonated dictators and 
spies getting the kickaround. Some 
tinkering is necessary here on the 
premise that certain excellent 
dancers and singers are not neces- 
sarily actors. That undoubtedly will 
be doctored before ‘Funny’ hits the 
Royal Alexandra, Toronto, prior to 
the subsequent henme-f'asabele tour. 
The youngsters have talent and 
verve and the well-drilled chorus- 
lookers seem to be enjoying their 
| job. The Roly Young songs are good 
|and particular clicks are ‘Doing My 
| Bit,” a saucy piece sung by a Red 
Cross nurse (La’Nor Triller); ‘A Bit 








| of Advice,’ ‘My Weakness,’ ‘Here 
| We Are Again’ and ‘Lovely Lady. 
| On market value, ‘Doing My Bit 1s 


| definitely up the Mary Martin alley; 


| ditto ‘My Weakness’ and ‘A Bit of 
Advice.’ 

On pace and tempo, ‘Funny’ {s tops 
and some of the line’s routines are 


nifty. These are particularly notice- 
able in the ‘Taps’ number, with 
Bonne Lynn doing a drum-majo! 
specialty, and later in the spectacu- 
lar ‘Night on the Nile’ production 
layout done in spectacular Egyptian 
costumes before a giant full-stage 
set dominated by a big sphinx. Lee 
and Sandra stopped the show 01 
opening night with their ballroom 
routines and adagio numbers. In 
the comedy department Will Hard- 
ing’s impersonations of Churchill, 
George Bernard Shaw, Lionel Barry- 
more, etc., went over to a great re- 
ception. 

Tom Hamilton scored heavily on 
his Scottish songs and stories; Ken 
Watts, as juve paritone, was very 
satisfying to the femmes; La’Nor 
| Triller was still there with that in- 
| timate soprano voice that has en- 
|deared her to many theatregoers: the 
| asile and versatile dancing chorus } 
right on its toes, particularly in th 
neat Strauss number. McSt 
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Broadway 


Bob Wilby back to Atlanta. 

Harry Illion here from Canada for 
eouple weeks. 

Tom Waller, Paramount publicist, 
bedded by flu. 

Hildegarde and Metro still dicker- 
ing a picture deal. 








ankle and knee badly 
skiing accident. 
Pittsburgh promoters dickering for 
12 acres near Vermilion for dog 
track, although betting on the mutts 
is illegal in Ohio. 
Dick Cleary quit steward’s post at 


Variety Club for assistant shipper’s | 


job at Republic Film Exchange. Dean 
Buell leaving latter for army. 








George Repp in from the Coast for 
draft board physical exam. 

Mary Percy Brooke now agenting 
under name of Austina Mason, 

Interstate’s Bob O'Donnell in from 
Dallas to visit the h.o. Par crowd. 

Jim Geller, Wm. Morris agency’s 
story head in Hollywood, in for a 
visit. 

Tommy O’Neill has taken over 
Colonna’s on Broadway near 52d 
street. 

Harry Rubin, foliowing a_ three- 
week Caribbean cruise, has put on a 
lot-of weight. 

Fred Zweifel reported ailing in 
Chicago with ‘Boys and Girls To- 
gether’ but is okay. 

George Alabama Florida getting 
cards printed with ‘Jr.’ affixed but 
says ‘it’s the same old guy.’ 

Lou Hyman, Lesser-Lubitsch biz 
manager, due back from a two-week 
Coast hop in a couple days. 

Stadium Concerts will open 24th 
season June 19 at Lewisohn stadium 
and will continue through Aug. 13. 

Jack Edelstein, of I. Robert 
Broder’s law office, has been invited 
(sic) to report to the Army April 10. 

Charles Chaplin is expected to 
wind up personal business affairs 
and return to the Coast in about a 
week. 

Benn Jacobson of Metro talent de- 
partment avoiding the crowd by tak- 
ing his two weeks at Miami Beach 
in May. 

Bill Tisdale back with ‘Johnny 








Belinda,’ Longacre; Allan Atwater 
handling ‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ 
Shubert. 


Irving Berlin deferring his trip to 
the Coast until this coming weekend 
in order to be with his family. 

Arthur Mayer, operator of the 
Rialto, to Hollywood to visit his son, 
Pete, now in production with Mono- 
gram out there. 

Tom McCabe, of United Artists 
h.o. exploitation staff. getting hitched 
April 19 to Dorothy Lunny of 
Waterbury. Conn. 

Paul Felix Warburg, chairman of! 
the film administrative committee of 
the American Arbitration Assn., back 
from Sun Valley. 

Norman Taurog arrived Friday (4) | 
for four weeks’ vacash. Just wound | 
up ‘Men of Boys Town,’ with ‘Pan- | 

ma Hattie’ possibly his next. 

Walter Gould, United Artists for-| 
eign chief, celebrated his 15th an-| 
niversary with the company on Sun- 
day (6). Colleagues good-willed 
him. 

Rosemary Cox, deb whose father} 
was architect on the Tri-Borough| 
bridge, and Leslie Harris, VARIETY | 
mugg in Miami, will marry in N. Y.}; 
in June. | 





RKO held its eighth annual ball | 


for the theatre department at the| 
Hotel Astor Monday (7). Harry | 
James and Dick Rogers orchestras | 
on hand. 

Gradwell Sears, Sam Schneider, 
Carl Leserman and Mort Blumen- | 
stock returned to town yesterday | 
(Tues.) after Coast conferences on 
forthcoming WB product. | 

Kelly and Adler have sent out 
gaggers in the form of baseball } 
tickets. There’s a raincheck portion | 
reading: ‘After 412 innings if it is 
still raining come to the Tavern.’ 

Charles Drury, formerly musical 
director at NBC, now batoning the 
pit orchestra for ‘Louisiana Pur- | 
chase.’ at the Impefial. replacing 
Bob Dolan, west on a picture deal. 

The Bud Murrays (Gladys Turner 
of ‘Sinbad’) celebrated their 22d an- 
niversary St. Patrick’s Day in a Los 
Angeles hospital, where the dance 
tutor’s wife underwent an operation. 
She’s okay now. 

Thelma Schnee, click in current 
‘Corn Is Green,’ is donating cash 
prize to winner of annual play con- 
test of her alma mater, Central High 
School, Bridgeport. She topped con- 
test eight years ago. 

Margaret Irving, in the cast of Al 
Jolson’s ‘Hold On to Your Hats’ un- 
til it closed recently. is living out 
at Camp Upton, Yaphank, L. I. Her | 
husband is Lt. W. F. James, public 
relations officer at the post. 

Martin Spector, Carol 
manager, leaves by car next 


Bruce’s 
week 


with singer’s mother and sister for | 
Hollywood. Miss Bruce follows 
June 1, when she winds up in 


‘Louisiana Purchase,’ 
at Universal. 


oo 


- Cleveland 


By Glenn C, Pullen 


to start work 








George Young, now Roxy’s acting 
Manager, reopening Drive-Inn house | 
April 15. 

Mary Wine signed by Johnny 
Joyce to vocalize with band at aod 
way Hall. 


Play House’s acting staff losing | 
Martin Koller and Henderson For- | 
sythe, scenic designer to army. 

Joe Richards new manager of Al- | 
pine nitery, succeeding Max Hoff- | 
man, who went to Max Gruber’s | 
spot. 

Herman Pirchner, nitery operator, | 
in Cleveland Clinic with fractured | 


} man, 





| 
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Players Club Airs” 
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entirely in the hands of the Players 


club group, instead of being given to 
or shared with the sponsor or agency. 
Another would be that 2ll_programs, 
with casts and directors, 
signed to contracts for each 13-week 


cycle before it would go on the air, | 


thus eliminating the uncertainty over 
shows and casts that frequently 
marks programs of this kind. Still 


another unusual phase of the plan is | 


the idee that everyone on the show 
will be paid—and paid well, though 
the stars would get less than their 
normal fees. This would provide a 
narrow margin of profit, intended to 
be about what a package producer of 
a show normally gets, which would 
go to The Players Club. Emphasized 
that the show would not be a charity 
or benefit proposition. 

Preliminary setup for the show has 
Walter Hampden, Players president, 
as m.c., with Otis ®kinner, the club’s 
vice-president, as ‘understudy’ to 
handle the m.c. assignment when 
Hampden might be starring in one of 
the dramas. Pzul Wing, author-pro- 
ducer-director formerly with NBC, is 
general chairman of the permanent 
organization planning the programs. 
Harold McGee, radio and legit direc- 
tor, is production director, with a 
staff of associates including Joseph 
Bell, of NBC; Brewster Morgen, CBS, 
Tom McKnight, recently doing the 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ series, and Julius 
F. Seebach, Jr., program manager of 
WOR. Henry Fisk Carlton is script 


banged in 


would be | 


editor, with Pare Lorentz and Ken- | 


neth MacKenna as his staff. Howard 


Barlow is musical director. 
The Package 


Included in the peckage tor each 
program would be Hampden, several 
stars, a dozen-or-so supporting play- 
ers known to Broadway or pictures, 
musical direction, an orchestra, musi- 
ca! arrangements, dramatic direction, 
rights to plays (or originals) and a 
finished script. Among the names 
who would probably be available are 
John and Lionel Barrymore, James 
Cagney, George M. Cohan, Maurice 
Evans, Walter Huston, Alfred Lunt, 
Fredric March, Burgess 
Philip Merivale, Robert Montgomery, 
leude Rains, Lawrence Tibbett, 
John Charles Thomas, Alec Temple- 
ton. Such actresses as Ina Claire, 
Peggy Wood, Josephine Hull, Gladys 


Otis Skinner and Gertrude Lawrence 
have already agreed to participate. 


Writers whose works might be 
aveilable for adaptation or who 
might write originals are Philip 


By Les Rees 
Edyth Bush's Little 
offering ‘First Legion.’ 
; Werle Ludquist of M-G office staff 
to wed Harry Shuster. 
William DeMille spoke at Univer- 
sity of Minnesota convocation. 
| Walter Mitchell, Universal assist- 
want shipping clerk, in the army. 
Harold Lloyd here from Holly 
wood to bow! in ABC tournament. 
Abbott Swartz, Republic office 
magager, has become daddy of a girl. 
| Earl Gammons, WCCO general 
/ manager, to Washington on business. 


theatre is 


Grace Mooge due for soloist ap- 
|pearance wi Minneapolis Sym- 
| phony. 


M. D. Adair of Nationa] Screen, 
Detroit, here as ABC tournament 
kegler. 
| Eddie Rivers here from the Coast 
to assume duties as RKO district 
exploiteer. 

Ben Friedman, veteran independ 


a granddad. 

‘Du Barry Was a Lady’ cast laying 
off here this week prior to engage- 
ment at Lyceum April 13-16. 

Stanley Twins, Lorraine’ and 
Loretta, rejoining George White's 


| ‘Seandals’ after visit with parents 
here. 
Alton Nelson, 20th-Fox head 


shipper, reporting for military duty 
this week, and being replaced by Al 
Wolf. 


Michael Todd still figuring on 
gone so far as to have local architect 


draw plans. 


‘The Student Prince’ jumped al) 
the way to Pittsburgh for its next 


engagement following that at the, 


Lyceum here. 

Pete Dailey, from Columbia studio 
publicity staff, in from Hollywood to 
acquaint local film editors with 
‘Penny Serenade’ merits. 

Ruth Petty into the Hotel Ni- 


collet’s Minnesota Terrace, replac- 
ing Doraine and Ellis; also Three 


Martels and Mignon, adagio dancers | 


with Ran Wilde. 


Lyceum bookings, in addition to 
current ‘Student Prince,’ include 
‘DuBarry Was Lady,’ April 13-16; 


‘Hellzapoppin, April 30-May 3; “Time 
of Your Life,’ May 6-8, and ‘Pins and 


| Needles, May 21-24. 


Meredith, ' 


Harry Hirsch and Gordie Greene, 
of Alvin and Minnesota theatres, 
respectively, in charge of 23d an- 
nual police stag at Auditorium, with 
acts from local showhouses, niterie: 
and some being also brought in 
from outside. 

Gayety, lower loop subsequent- 
run house which formerly’ wa: 
burlesque home, changing name to 
Floyd Olson and raising admission 


|from l5c to 20c weekends, when it 


| Cooper, Dorothy Stickney, Cornelia | 


Barry, Marc Connelly, Russel Crouse, | 


Nunnally Johnson, George S. Kauf- 
Howard Lindsay, Moss Hart, 
John Monks, Jr., and Fred Finkel- 
hoffe, John O’Hara and Cole Porter. 
Radio men not included in the per- 
manent production bozrd but prob- 
ably available for advice or co-oper- 
ation are William P. Adams, Arthur 
Allen, Joseph Latham, John Mc- 
Govern, Edmund B. Ruffner, Parker 
Fennelly, Roland Winters, Ned 
Wever and Reed Brown, Jr. 


| Swastika Bally 
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ing of the pic ‘The World in Flames’ 


(Par) last week. 

Police booked him on charge of 
disorderly conduct after outraged 
citizens had lodged numerous com- 
plaints because of painting of signs 
and distribution of leaflets “bearing 


+ 


hated Germany symbol without ex- 
planation of its purpose. 


Police Recorder Dawson Kea, in 


| fining Hightower, had this to say: 


‘The promiscuous displaying of the 
swastika in America, unaccompanied 
by satisfactory explanation of its ap- 


pearance, is both unpopular and dan- | 


gerous, even though it may be for 
the purpose of advertising. 

‘This court will not be used to 
further commercial] interests, despite 
the harmlessness of the motives in- 
volved. 

‘It appears that the method of -d- 
vertising chosen by the defendant 
caused undue excitement and alarm, 
and I hope he will not again re- 
sort to sucii methods.’ 

Following the hearing Hightower 


told newsmen, who, from the first, , 


had been skeptical about the whole 
matter, that he would pay the fine 
rather than appeal it. 


offers five vaudeville acts in addi- 
tion to double features. 


Philadelphia 


Nathan Fleisher, WADS Yiddish 
spieler, ailing in Northern Liberties 
hospital. 

Arthur Simon, WPEN’s gm., 
doubling in brass as boss of the WOV 
setup in Gotham. 

Stoney McLinn and Byrum Saam. 
WIP sportscasters, making tours of 
the major league training camps. 

Sherry O'Brien subbing for Lanse 
McCurley as sports gabber on WDAS. 


Latter touring army camps for the 
local Daily News. 
Alex Williamson, p.a. for Robin 


Hood Dell, and Samuel R. Rosen- 
baum, prexy, gave cocktail party for 
new Dell manager, C. David Hooker, 
at Ritz. 


Sam Bushman, nitery flack. was 
called by his local draft board and 
told to report for induction. Feted 
all week by friends, Bushman was 
turned down for being overweight. 

° 
Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 

Greek War Relief benefit at Stan 
ley on Sunday netted more than 
$5.000 


Eugenie Baird has hooked on with 
Tony Pastor’s band as featured vo- 
calist. 

Walt Disney office has decided to 


keep ‘Fantasia’ at Fulton through 
April 19. 

Carmelita and Lee in N. Y. getting 
a few new ballroom routines from 
Albert Galo. 

Dorothy Grant of KDKA office 


staff and Joe Sinicrope will be mar- 
ried April 18. 


Baby Rose Marie opens engage- 
{ment Monday (14) at Etzi Vovato’s 
Villa Madrid. 

The Bill Greens celebrated 11th 


wedding anniversary with big party 
at his Casino. 

Woods and Bray, dancers, both 
okay again after simultaneous sieges 
of pneumonia. 

Kennywood Park opens for season 


Sunday (13) and West View gets 
under way May 4. 
Carol Mansfield, Billy Hinds 


opening theatre-cafe here and has! 


ry ’ , Y 4 
former vocalist, in N. Y. for audition 


with Samn Kaye 

Tech drama_ school presenting 
‘Comedy of Errors,’ its 20th Shake- 
spearian production, 

John Maloneys are back from a 
Florida vacation and the Harry Kal- 
mines get in today (9) 

Solitaire is decorati: the engage- 
ment-ring finger of Arnella Necka 
of WB theatre booking office 

With return of his partner, Archie 
Fineman, from’ Hot Springs, Mike 
Shapiro has gone to same spa for a 
rest. 

Jack Hollister, KDKA sports an 
nouncer, replaces Marie McSwigan 
as Kennywood Park's p.a. this sum 
mer. 

Patti Moore and Kitty (Mrs. Lou) 


Gilbert saw each other for first time 
in 15 years when Slapsie Maxie show 
opened here. They 
musicals together. Miss 
the Rosenbloom unit. 


used to be in 
Moore is in 


| 
! 


Hollywood 


Reginald Denny Jaid up with brone 
chitis 

The James Cagneys adopted three- 
year-old boy. 

Arthur Zellner joined Columbia's 
publicity staff. 

Claude Rains back from his Pern- 
vivania farm. 

Nell O'Day. film actres: ced 
Theodore Fe ter, song’ te 

Tay Garnett d to M or 
backgrounds on his next p.cture 

Edward Ward, composer. filed rit 
for divorce against Yola D’Av: 

Virginia Van Upp back from a va- 
cation trip ta Florida and Nassau 

Jeffrey Lynn had his lip stitched 


after an auto crackup on the Warner 
} 
1ot. 


Y. Frank Freeman returned 


froma 











Bills Next Week — 








| 
Continued from page idemeil 


ent circuit owner, recently became | 


| Jessica Wheatley 
| Harry Walton 
irma Gutbrell 


Hotel Henry 


Kretliow Dane 
Nut House 


Dale Harkness 


- : Ethel Hourigan 
(Siiver Grill) Quits 
Billy Treacher Ore | Pat Burns 
| Sandy Davidson Milly Bradley 
| Marian McGarrity Oasi 
} (Gay 90's) , : 
| Dorothy Nesbitt Louie Pope Ore 
- Margie Kraber 
Hotel ith Avenue 
Orchard 


Ress Saunders 
Ida lola 
| Everett Haydn 
| Betty Donahoe 
Al Devin 


Evergreen Gardens 


Red Clarke Ore 
Ebbie Schaub 


Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 

Pines 
Bill LeRoy Ore 
Tony Rozance 
Ray Englert 


Paula Harvey Redd's Cafe 
| Hotel Roosevelt Curly Stewart Ore 
Ted Blake Eddie Mvyers 


Gerry Parks 
Billy Vilier 

Yacht Club 
Archie Tarshis Ore 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Jackie Heller 


Men About Town 
Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 


Rita Seaman 
Buzz Mayer 





| Hotel Wm. Penn Cully Richards 

| (Chatterbox) Sammy Lewis 
Baron Elliott Ore | Patti Moore 

| Billy Cover Al age ‘ 

| Marianne Kre count flosky 

| : eth Shirley Heller 
(Continental Bar) | Joe Cakie 
Frank Andrini 4 Sky-¥ 
--erry-Go-Keund | Sky-Vue 
Bubbles Becker Ore Mickey Ross Ore 
Danny Bridges os Pilots 
Fran es Stone Union Grill 

New Penn | Art Yagello 
Joe Mowry Ore | Frank Natale 


Bob Strieffler 


| Mike Sansretto 
freddy Ryan 
Pat Layvden 

' 


Villa Madrid 


Skateorials Etzi Covato Ore 


- Mark Lane 
Nixon Cafe Sweet & Lowe 
A! Marisco Ore Martha Blane 
Bob Carter Betty Hurst 
Noll & Nolan Betty Benson 
Jeun Travers 13 Jerks 
Beachcomber Adele Corey 
Nye Mayhew Ore Rita Henderson 
Gil Phelan Day Sis 


Dave Forman Hote! Lafayette 
Klaine Jordan | Nob! 
: eme 
Carleton & Juliette J Av gtd t 
Cheena De Simone state wa Heoury 
Blinatrub’s Hote} Lenox 
Kart 3 ' (Hlue Train) 
= tohde Ore | Johnny Field Ore 
Hoyd Heathen | 
Cortathn ;}Deone Parrish 
Don Francisco Hotel Somerset 
Paul Winik | (Balinese Room) 
Edna Mae | Harry Marshard O 
: | A 
Casa Manana } Johnny Turnbull 
lou Carter Orc | Hotel Statler 
liavid Ballentine (Terrace Koom) 
Johinny McAtteer Vaughn Monroe Ore 
e ne 12 Midgets | Ma 1 Duke 
asa Manana Gls Zinky Talent 
Club Mayfair |Joe ‘Carney 
Ranny Weeks Ore Bobb vicenols 
Hernie Bennett O i (Cafe Rouge) 
Cookie Fave Salv Cavicchio Ore | 
Archie Robbins Hotel Westminster 
loe & J MeKenna (Blue Koom) 
ola G | Mt 
8 Det F I hiale Ore 
™ ing Debs Trop Serenaders © 
si xe Libt Rev Hiar 'e ke Rey 
Club Vanity Fair | Pawe & Parker 
Ita! Nira Ore Hial Freede 
Stella Ray = telle hevlin 
la lee Ken 
Hlavnes & Hart | Billy Mack Ore 
Cocoanut Grove ; Russ lloward 
Thi) , 
Mickey Alpert Ore _ ite “ Kougle 
oberta Str 
tieorge Rand Rev pe ee = 
Bernie Fazioli Latin Quarter 
I t T } Ore 
( Don I ey Ore 
} rke 7 
e Be ne 2A 
on & 1 , , a 
nore 
Leor i be 
i in Ce g 4 ; 
(Melody Lounge) Radio ilerb Lewis 


I a Coughlin 
ene & Steger 
Crawford House 

ce ns c 
Keith 
rion Johnson 
Rryece Santr 
Wee Willie Dee 
Fox & Hounds 
Milton George Orc 
Hi-Hat 


Pete Herman Orc 

Lucille Grey 

I nk Betty 
Hotel Bradford 
‘Circus Room) 


@orothy Dantels 


Art Ward 
fl n Shaw 
Hotel Brunswick 
(Bermoda 
Roly Rogers Orc 
Jin Wilson 
And Ames 
Hotel Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Room) 
Stuart Frazier Ore 
Hotel Essex 
Ernest Murray Ore 


Billy Kelly 
jack Manning 
A Lewis 


ctor Donate 


Terrace: 


Steuben's 
(Vienna Room) 


‘ ‘ r ' Ore 


Eddie & Eddie 

i eline Hurley 

The Cave 

Ralph Porras Ore 

Jack her 

Tatuara Dortve 

lDooris Aljbott 

| Cortez & Marquis 

Geraldine Gale 

Eddie & Eddie 
Tie Toe 

Ernie Bell Ore 

| hen Ford Rev 

Sweety Pie 

Frank Fontaine 

Ken Lrilliant 

Margie Farrell 


Tremont 
Al Tory Ore 


Plaza 


Versailles 
Bobby Hacket Ore 
Kay Dovie 
Pat Hoonev, 3a 
ferry & Walker 


Madele Hutchinsen 


De Marenvilles 
Jonunny Andrews 


bus:ness trip to New York and Hot 
Springs, Va. 

William Mallard, general counsel 
for RKO. resigned to enter private 
| law practice. 
| Milton Berle emcees Greek War 


Relief benefit show in North Holly- 
wood, April 11. 


Kathryn Adams and Hugh Beau- 
mont, featured film players, will be 
married in May. 


20th-Fox tossed a banquet for its 
basketball team which won national 
A.A.U. championship. 

Bill Hebert is new publicity direc- 
tor for Samuel Goldwyn, succeeding 
Myron Lustig, resigned. 

William Goetz back at his West- 
wood desk after testifying for Joseph 
M. Scheck in New York. 

Dave Rector, indie theatre opera- 
tor, tossing a party to celebrate his 
27th wedding anniversary. 

Walter Wanger orates today (Wed- 
nesday) on ‘Children and the The- 
atre’ at Sanford University. 

Louis B. Mayer hosted Father Ed- 
ward J. Flanagan, founder of Boys 
Town, at a luncheon attended by 300. 

Cliff Lewis checked out of Para- 
mount’s exploiting department to 
take a theatrical publicity job in 
Texas. 

Fanchon, of Fanchon & Marco, 
back from Chicago, where she closed 
a deal to produce and direct ‘Ice Fol- 
lies of 1942.’ 

‘Who’s going Hollywood?’ cracked 
Bud Abbott (and Costello) as he or- 
dered a tile swimming pool for his 
Valley estate. 

Martin ‘Moe’ Snyder suing Ruth 
Etting, his former wife, for the re- 
turn of half interest in home they 
own in Beverly Hills. 

Ralph Bowman, who became John 
Archer for the films and switched 
back to his original name, has re- 
switched to John Archer. 

Walter Long, former checker for 
Screen Actors Guild, left for Wash- 
ington with a colonel’s commission 
in charge of camp entertainment. 

Frank Capra gets a plaque from 
Theta Sigma Phi, national journal- 
ism sorority, for making a newspa- 
per reporter out of Barbara Stan- 
wyck. 





Alice Faye and her mother visited 
here on their way to New York from 
| the Coast. 

Octavius Roy Cohen is staying at 
| the Sevilla hote) for a week or so; 
|} on one of his periodic trips 
| Norma Talmadge was on _ the 
America, which stopped here on its 
way to New York. Ditto widow of 
| Alexander Pantages. 

Ralph Peer, of Southern Musie 
here on a talent 


hunt, is highly en- 
‘Acercate 


thusiastic about Mas’ 
| (‘Come Nearer to Me’), which he’s 
| taken hold of. 


Bullfights, sure boxoffice here, re- 
turn cn April 20 and 29 and May 1. 


| Jaime Noain and his troupe from 
Caracas have been engaged by the 

|} Sports Commission 

| Lieut. Col. Jaime Marine, direc- 
| tor of the National Sports Commise- 
sion, and Cuba’s pronaganda wonder 
boy, opened radio station COK Jast 
week New station is using no ad- 
vert ng 


| Kansas City 


By John Quinn 

30b Crosby, Johnnie Davis, and 
Four Ink Spots hitting town within 
| next fortnight. 
| Martha Scott a visitor to Westport 
} . > 
| high sct.ool where she once attended 
and where an aunt is a teacher. 

Walt Lochman, KMBC, host to 
| convention of American Association 


of Baseball) Broadcasters held here 
last week. 

| Jerry Colona and Judy Canova 
stopping over briefly while enroute 


| to Republic premiere (‘Sis Hopkins’) 
}in St. Louis. 

| Alberta Bird begins her third 
| straight year at the keyboard of the 
novachord in the Hotel Phillips 
Cabana room 

i; Cast of ‘The Male Animal’ scat- 
| tered when the company wound up 
its road trip with a one-day stand in 
{the Music Hall here week ago. 

| Lawrence Tibbett on April 16 and 
| Veloz and Yolanda, on April 30, to 
be next attractions on the Fritschy 
‘concert series in the Music Hall. 
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OBITU 


HENRY BURR 





Henry Burr, 59, ballad singer and starred. 


veteran Victor recording artist who) 
for seven years was featured on the! 
National Barn Dance program on) 
NBC Blue, died after a long illness 
April 6 at his home in Chicago. | 

Born in St. Stephen, N. B., Can-| 
ada, as Harry H. McClaskey, Burr | 
made his stage debut as a boy so-| 
prano with a military band at St.| 
John, N. B., in 1898. Discovered by | 
Giuseppe Companari, former Metro-| 
politan Opera baritone, who urged 
him to study voice, he came to New | 
York and sang for a time as a church 
soloist. | 

It was as a recording artist that) 
he dropped his true name and be- 
came known as Henry Burr due to| 
common belief that the making of 
records was beneath the dignity of 
a classical singer. The early cylin- 
drical waxings, crude as they were, 
proved an excellent medium for his 
voice. 

Such was Burr’s popularity, that 
in his long career on discs, his re- 
cordings touched the 10,000,000 mark 
in point of sales. Some of his best 
sellers were ‘Goodnight, Little Girl, 
Goodnight,’ 3,000,000 copies, and 


IN FOND MEMORY OF MY 
GOOD FRIEND 


ARTHUR DENVIR | 


WHO DIED APRIL 11, 1939 


JERRY VOGEL 





| 
other pops such as ‘In the Shade of 
the Old Apple Tree,’ ‘When You and} 
I Were Young Maggie’ and ‘Just a! 
Baby’s Prayer at Twilight.’ | 

In vaude Burr appeared from) 
coast to coast for 15 years in his 
own act known as ‘Eight Popular) 
Victor Artists.’ He also owned and 
managed a concert company for| 
many years. Entering radio in 1921) 
via a Denver station while on a 
concert trip to the Coast, he had 
since appeared on the National Barn 
Dance, Uncle Ezra and the Uncle) 
Ezra’s Sunday Afternoon in Rose-| 
dale programs, all sponsored by 
Miles Laboratories’ Alka-Seltzer. 

Surviving is his widow, Cecilia. 
Funeral services are being held in 
Chicago today (Wednesday), with| 
burial taking place in Mount Ver- 
“hon, N. Y. 








ADELAIDE PRINCE CLARK 
Adelaide Prince Clark, 81, retired | 
legit actress, died April 4 at her| 
home in Shawnee-on-Delaware, Pa. | 
She had been ailing for some time. 


Mrs. Clark, born in London, Eng- | Among plays he directed were ‘Doc-|a suburb of Detroit. 


land, when a small child accompa- 
nied her parents to New York. After 
several years the family moved to 


Texas, where she spent her girl- 
hood in amateur theatricals. Her 
first professional appearance was 


with J. M. Hill in ‘The Prodigal 
Daughter.’ Shortly thereafter she 
was associated with Daly’s theatre, 
N. Y., where she remained for many 
years, trouping with Ada Rehan 
both here and abroad. After Daly’s 
death she went with Charles Froh- 


man, acting with Ethel Barrymore | 
Maude | 


in ‘The Country Mouse,’ 
Adams in ‘Peter Pan,’ William Gil- 
lette in ‘Clarice,’ John Drew in ‘In- 
constant George’ and ‘Jack Straw,’ 
and many others. 

In 1895 she married Creston Clark, 
nephew of Edwin Booth, and for 
many years appeared with her hus- 
band in the presentation of various 
plays from Shakespeare. After the 
death of Clark in 1910, she returned 
to Broadway under the manage- 
ment of David Belasco, playing with 
Blanche Bates in ‘Nobody’s Widow.’ | 
Later, she joined Viola Allen in ‘The | 
Palace of the King,’ and Edward G. 
Robinson in ‘Mr. Samuels.’ Her last | 
engagement was with Helen Hayes | 
in ‘What Every Woman Knows,’ 
after which she retired from the 
stage. 

Surviving are a son, Harry Clark: 
a grandson, Lynne Clark, and a 
daughter, Mrs. Bernard Fairfax. of | 
Shawnee-on-Delaware, with whom | 
she lived since her retirement. 


° ° | 
Private funeral services were held | 


Monday (7) afternoon, with inter- | 
ment in Kensico cemetery, New 
York. 





FLORENCIO PARRAVICINI 

Florencio Parravicini, 67, one of 
South America’s most popular stage | 
and film comedians, committed sui- | 
cide in Buenos Aires March 25 af- | 
ter a long illness. 

One of the most colorful person- | 
alities in the Latin theatre his career 
Was so unusual that it was once the 


, subject of a film in which he himself | 


| 
' the Christian Old Folks Home, St. 
Louis. Born in Hastings, England, 
Britt was brought to Omaha by his 
parents when he was 5 years old. 
During his circus career he was 
billed as the ‘strongest man in Mis- 
souri.’ 

After his retirement from circus 
Son of a weaithy amily, | life Britt was employed by a St. 
members of which included a card- y oyjs hardware company in building 
inal and several other high per-| displays at feirs and expositions. He 
sonages, ‘Parra,’ as he was known, | retired 15 years ago. 
for some years led a gay life in eS 


ARIES 


f 


- 


Nice and Paris, ran through his for- PAUL HEINZE 

I aming tables. Return- 
Se ee he made a name Paul Heinze, 60, amusement park 
ne e ; manager, died in Harper hospital, 


for himself as a sportsman. A crack 
shot and a daring motorist, he, to- 
gether with an Englishman, George 
Newbery, was largely instrumental 
in getting aviation started in Argen- 
tina in 1910. He was the first civil- | 
ian to get a pilot’s license here. 

First appeared on the stage in an 
exhibition of fancy shooting at the 
Teatro Variete, B. A. and his ad- 
libbing during the act got him a job 
as a comic in the company of Pepe 
Podesta. Popularity soon induced | 
him to form his own group. Opened | ; : 
the Argentino theatre and played | HARDING R. BREWERTON 
there for 17 years until it was torn) Harding R. Brewerton, 53, south- 
down to make way for a new boule-/|ern Alberta theatreman, died in a 
vard. During his life he produced | Lethbridge, Alta., hospitel March 28 
518 plays. In 1929 he was elected | following a major operation. His 
to City Council, only representative | home was at Raymond, Alta. 
of the theatrical profession ever to| Brewerton was one of the Brewer- 
serve in a municipal post. He was|ton brothers, operators of a chain of 
forced to quit the theatre last Sep- | theatres. in Raymond, - Magrath, | 
tember, while acting in Montevideo, | Cardston, Waterton Netional Park | 
due to ill health. and Calgary. He was manager of 

es the Magrath house. 
GEORGE F. MATTUCK Survived by his widow, three sons, 

George F. Mattuck, 53, prominent | @ daughter, his father, a sister, and 
New York attorney who hed a large | three brothers. 
theatrical clientele, died April 2 
after a two-day illness in Miami 
Beach, where he had been on busi- 


Detroit, April 2. At the time of his 
| death he was co-owner-and manager 
'of Edgewater Park, Detroit. ; 
| Active in Chicego for years, Heinze 
'went to Detroit in 1920 to manage 
the Belle Isle Bridge Amus. Co., leav- 
ing in 1924 for Baltimore where he 
was in charge of three amusement 
parks. He returned to Detroit and 
had been active in the park there 
since 1928. Leaves widow and four 
daughters. 





—-— 


HENRY S. SAWYER 
Henry S. Sawyer, 76, music editor 
of the Theodore Presser Co., Phila- 





ness. , ; 

With his brothers, Maxwell §S.| delphia music publishers, died at his 
Mattuck, former assistant United| home in that city, last Tuesday (2). 
States Attorney, and Bernard J.| He was a member of the staff of the 


Mattuck, deceased maintained law| Etude Music Magazine, which Pres- 
offices in downtown New York.| ser publishes, and composer of num- 
Among his clients were Harry A,| erous piano and operetta pieces. 
Tierney, composer of ‘Alice Blue| Survived by two daughters. 
Gown’; Beniamino Gigli, the opera | | 
tenor, and impresario Fortune Gallo. | GUY HASTINGS 
A graduate of Brown University,| Guy Hastings, 63, legit matinee | 
Mattuck worked on the staffs of sev- | idol of yesteryear, died in Melbourne 
eral Boston newspapers before en-/ recently. Hastings played in ‘Rob- | 
rolling in law school. Also surviving| bery Under Arms,’ ‘On Our Selec- | 
are two other brothers and two sis-/| tion,” and was associated with the| 
ters. late Maurice Moscovitch in ‘The 
| Ringer,’ ‘The Terror,’ and ‘The Out- | 
LOUIS D. KORNFIELD ‘ sider,’ all presented in Australia. He 
Louis D. Kornfield, 52, Brgadway | Was also with Fey Compton in ‘Vic | 
theatrical producer and director, | toria Regina. 
and former staff member of the| 
New York Times, died afler a long 
illness March 25 at a Duarte, Cal., 
sanatorium. 10 
Kornfield, born in Russia, became | was killed early yesterday 
active 











EARLE GRASER | 
Earle Graser, 32, the ‘Lone Ranger’ | 
f the radio program of that name, | 
(Tues- 





| tired the past 10 years, 


‘in Meriden, Conn., after a long ill- | 


| front door, with the aid of whiskers, 


| when ‘Love’ came to Broadway and 


| license for any place of amusement | upset, 


| beverages, if discrimination is made | 


|a vote before the legislature ad-|w 
| journed. 


| was principally designed in the in- 
in the theatre around 1930 | day) morning in an auto accident | terest of his race. 


as Dmitri Ostrov, his true name. | near his home in Farmington, Mich., | 


|tor Monica,’ ‘Are You Decent’ and|wife, Jean, and a _ one-year-old 

‘Squaring the Circle.’ He also pro- | daughter, Gay. 

|duced and staged ‘Lady of Letters’ Further details in radio section. 

| and ‘Gypsy Blonde.’ “ 
With the Times in the early '20s. LOUIS MAHARAM 

| Kornfield was assigned to general} lJouis Maharam, 66, founder and 

|news and often contributed Sunday | president of the Maharam Fabric 

pieces on European affairs. Later 

|transferred to the daily’s Paris 

|bureau, he assisted in covering the 

Lindbergh and Byrd trans-Atlantic 

flights, 





| goods, died of a heart attack April 
4 in Miami Beach. 

Funeral services were held in New 
York Monday (7). He leaves his | 
widow, Rose; four sons and a daugh- 
ter. 








GUIDO ADLER 

| Guido Adler, 85, celebrated mu- 
|sical savant and long professor of | 
|music at the University of Vienna, | 
|died in that city last February, ac- 
|cording to word received in New 
| York musical quarters last week. 

A native of Moravia, Adler stud- 
ied under Anton Bruckner at the 
Vienna Conservatory of Music. An 
intimate friend of the Wagner fam- 
ily, he wrote a book on Richard 
Wagner in 1904. 


BENTLEY L. RINEHART 

Bentley L. Rinehart, 74, inventor of 
the sound box used in the old Victor 
talking machines, died April 2 in 
| Phoenix, Ariz. Invention brought 
|him en interest in the Victor Co., 
which was later absorbed by Radio 
Corp. of America 


FREDERIC W. WILE 
Frederic William Wile, 68, the first 


Writer of many historical tracts! American broadcaster to do a regu- 
on Austrian music, Adler promoted lar commentator job from Europe, 
a Beethoven festival in 1927 in con- | died in Washington April 7 after a 


junction with an international mu- | three-week illness. 


Survived by 


! 


| 
| 


| 


| 


} 


|Corp., dealers in theatrical display | 


| daughter, 


sic congress. While at the Univer-| Further details in the radio sec- 
sity of Vienna he was credited with | tion. 
founding its institute of musical na 
history. JOHN K. SUN 
—— John K. Sun, 84, retired circus | 


JOHN F. A. LANDERS operator, died April 2 in e Tampa, 
John F. A. Landers, 35, cashier | Fla., hospital. 


and assistant auditor of the Motion! Deceased was one of the founders 


Gem, North Philly. He had been re- 


NOVA’S K.0. MAY WASH 
UP PLAYBOY MAX BAER 


By JACK PULASKI 








Margaret Cohan, 73, mother of | 


'Phil Cohan, CBS musical program | 





director, died March 30 at her home | 























he claims. This season J. J. Shubert | 
carried a peeve against out-of-town 
reviewers and issued edicts barring 
‘em in a couple of stands, particu- | 
larly Boston and Chicago, because 
they didn’t like his ‘Night of Love.’ 
He claimed they don’t know whether 
a show is good or®bad. However, 


got thumbs down, he took the critics’ 
word for it and yanked the show 
pronto. 

Violations Punishable 


The Davidson bill not only stipu- 
lates that any person with a ticket 
of admission shall not be barred from 
any place of amusement so long as 
their conduct is proper, but the 
management may net eject or de- 
mand the departure of such person 





ness. She is also survived by her} Max Baer never got the chance to 
two daughters. | Yah Gentlemen’ failed to reach 
Broadway, but he sure turned the 
Bagley thectre, Detroit, died in that | day (4), when Lou Nova, another 
city, April 1. guy from the Coast, but much young- 
Herbert Stansfield, 68, an uncle of champ in the eighth round. The take 
Gracie Fields, died April 3 in Ed-| topped $95,000 at $11.50 ringside, in- 
|be the last big fight gate in which 
| Max will ever participate. 
oo . 
Law Helps Critics citement, and the fans had little to 
squawk about, though some won- 
burned over the notice written ae | Retour Donovan, whom Baer has 
Walter Winchell in the Mirror and! been panning for some time. That 
him out of premieres, but he man-| Baer was too tired to proceed after 
aged to get in, once from the back} dropping to the canvas. His legs 
corner. His left peeper was entirely 
closed. 
though favored 5 to 7 because it was 
not certain that he had fully recov- 
stopped by Tony Galento about two 
years ago. What he took from Baer, 
tender for Joe Louis’s title. 
The heavyweight division is clear- 
in Detroit, also last Friday, Billy 
Conn earned the right to meet the 
staves off Conn, he will meet Nova 
in September. However, Nova de- 
would sidetrack Conn. Galento was 
around the Garden lobbby, with few 


husband Herman, two other sons and | pack ’em in as an actor when ‘Hi- 
Rey M. Brosius, 48, manager of the | trick at Madison Square Garden Fri- 
a er, stopped the one-time heavyweight 
monton, Alberta. | cluding taxes, and it probably will 
The bout was crammed with ex- 
ae COnt*nued from page — | dered why it was stopped by referee 
posted a man on the door to keep! was the thing to do, however, for 
stage and another time through the | gave out and he was helped to his 
Nova was something of an enigma, 
ered from an illness after being 
however, stamps him as a real con- 
ing up. By stopping Gunner Barlund 
champ in June. Granted that Louis 
mands the right to fight Louis, which 

of the sports giving him a tumble. 


after being admitted. Violations Dizzy Fourth 

would be punishable as misde-| Nova had beaten Baer so badly 
meanors and those convicted could | when they first met that the match 
be fined from $100 to $500 or im-| was stopped in the llth round. At 
prisoned 30 to 90 days or both.| the start of this contest it looked 


Also such violations would lay the 
managers open to suit for damages. 
Anti-Discrimination Bill 
Daniel L. Burrows, colored as- 
semblyman representing a Harlem 
district, introduced a bill calling for 
the revocation or suspension of the 


like Lou had Max’s number, copping 
the first three rounds. hen came 
| the dizzy fourth. Baer tagged Nova 
with a wide right to the chin that 
sent him reeling across the ring. An- 
| other poke dropped Nova, but he got 
up quickly. It looked like a sudden 
but Baer didn’t have the 
strength to follow up the advantage. 
Fact that Nowa absorbed those socks 
because of race, color or creed. It| indicated that he may weather rough 
was adopted by the lower house, but | treatment from Louis. 

failed to reach the senate in time for 





or public place serving food or 


Anything looked possible after 
ax got in his licks, and it took three 
ry * ; 7 | rounds before Nova recovered. Then 
__ fim 0 e measure was to Bive | 7 ou started reaching Max’s chin. A 
all persons full and equal accommo- | .witt right sent the big fellow to one 
dations, facilities and privileges’ and | knee and he took a nine count. He 


dropped again after a flock of fairish 
blows, and Donovan stepped in be- 
tween them. Max didn’t want to be 
razzed for quitting as he did with 
Louis, and may how> -ontinued had 
the referee permitted it. 

For five or six rounds Max clowned 
and the fans howled. He motioned 
for Nova to come in close, and in- 
variably was in his own corner when 
the bell rang, which annoyed Nova. 
As they separated for the rest pe- 
riod, Baer would pat Nova on the 
back of the neck. When he stopped 
that little practice it was the tip-off 
| that he was becoming weary. Former 
|champ refuses to admit that he is 
through, but it is questionable if he 
will appear again in a main bout 
around New York. 





Khaki-Cutting 


Chicago, April 8. 
Harry Rogers and Jack Fine are| 
combining producing talents to come 
up with a new unit tagged ‘You're in 
the Army Now,’ figuring the time as | 
ripe now as it was in 1917 for the 
‘Yaphank’ shows. 
Already set in the unit are Johnny 
Burke and Joe Besser as top comics. 


BIRTHS 


and Mrs. Albert Vaughan, 
in Hollywood, April 1. 
Father is publicity director for Ed- | 
ward Small. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Wall, 
April 1, in Buffalo. 








Mr. 





MARRIAGES 


son, A 
Eugenia Rawls to Donald Seawell, 


Father is pro- 


ducer at WBEN, Buffalo. April 5, in Philadelphia. Bride is 
Mr. and Mrs. Hersh Crockett, | [@8it actress; groom is attorney. 
daughter, in Los Angeles, April 4. _ Dorothy Lunny to Thomas Mc- 
Father is associated with Bever- Cabe, in New York, April 19. He's 
MacArthur ad agency, L. A. : with the home office exploitation 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Butler, | St@ff of United Artists. 
son, in Los Angeles, April 4. Father Virginia Coan to John Latham 
is special effects man for Alexander | POOhey, April 4, in New York. Bride 
Korda. is with Young & Rubicam advertis- 


Mr. and Mrs. Sid Davis, son. 
Pittsburgh, April 2. Father's 
WB sound department in Pitt. 


ing agency: he’s associcte p.a. for 
Oscar Serlin and son of p.a. John 
| Peter Toohey. 


in 
with 


Mr. and Mrs. Don McNamara, son. David Bacal to Jeanne Cook, in 
March 30, in Los Angeles. Father is Chicago, March 31. He's organist 
radio announcer at KFI-KECA, L. A. with Columbia-WBBM, Chiczgo; she’s 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Mayer, son, | "°n-pro. 


April 2, in New York. Father is Yvonne Duval to Ted Tetzlaff, in 


|Warner Bros.’ chief vaude booker;| Wickenburg, Ariz. March 20. Bride 


Picture Producers and Distributors | °f the Sun Bros. Circus, which was | 


Assn., was killed in an automobile 
accident on Long Island early Sat- 
urday morning (5). He had been 
cashier of the Hays office for more 
than 14 years. 

Survived by widow, Helen, and 
one son, John, Jr. Funeral services 
were held yesterday (Tuesday) in 
New York. 


| sold in 1917. 
on 





AL MINOR 
Al Minor, 46, operator of three 
film theatres in Burbank and Mag- 
nolia Park, Cal., died in Burbank 
Sunday (6) after a long illness. 
Survived by widow, daughter and 
two sons. 





WILLIAM J. BRITT CLINTON J. SELDOMRIDGE 








William Joseph Britt, 90, one time! Clinton J. Seldomridge, 68, veteran 
circus strong man and trapeze per-| Philly exhibitor, died there fast | 
former, died of a kidney ailment at} April 1. | 


He formerly operated the} Coast head of AP Wirephotos, 


mother was formerly a_ dancer, | is screen actress; he’s a film director. 
working as Diana Anitra. | Lorraine Pankow to Dewitt G. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lou Holtz, daugh- | Kittinger, in Buffalo, March 29. Bride 
ter, April 6, in Hollywood. Come-|iS an actress at WBEN-WEBR, Buf- 
dian’s wife is the former Phyllis | falo. 
Gilman. Horece P. Rolfs to Charlotte L. 
_ Mr. and Mrs. Walter Compton, son,| Smith, March 29, in Dorchester. 
in Glendale, Cal., April 6. Father is| Mass. Rolfs is in charge of WBZ 
studio advertising-publicity director | (Boston) mail department. 
for Republic. Willore Gallaway to Harry Flow- 
, Mr. and Mrs. Tony LaFrano, son,| ers, in Fort Worth, Texas, April 5. 
in Los Angeles, April 6. Father is | He is head of the mail department of 
announcer on KHJ, Los Angeles. WBAP-KGKO, Fort Worth. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Strobel, daugh-| Sylvia Horowitz to Morris Alin, in 
ter, in Hollywood, April 5. Father is| New York, April 6. He’s editor of 
| Progress, Universal’s house organ. 
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Schenck - Moskowitz Trial 


Centinued from page 3 

















with Schenck’s personal pension list, 
said to total $800 a week, and the 
manner in which he took care of 
the broke and ailing Eva Tanguay, 
Lillian Lorraine, and others. 


Irving Berlin cites that, in 1932, 
when the market cleaned him and 
Schenck heard about it, he said, ‘T 
»am broke, too, Irving, and can’t let | 
you have any money, but I do have 
an income from the Talmadge Apt. 
‘(in Los Angeles) and other things 
and I'll let you have $1,000 a week 
for a year, out of my income.’ Ber- 
lin never had need for it, though, as 
the situation wasn’t that acute. 


There’s the instance, too, when 
Sam H. Harris invested $75,000 in 
Art Cinema, which was a financing 
setup that didn’t do well, but when 
Schenck heard of Harris’ resources 
being tied up in other productions 
and legit ventures he reimbursed | 
him the full 75G, although personal- 
ly taking the losses. 


an attempt to shake his testimony, 
and in some instances regained lost 


answer. The witness attempted to 
say more, but the prosecutor re- 


once the result the Government was 
looking for was secured. Bitter 
fights broke out between counsel, 
with Correa at one point shouting, 
‘I press my motion’ to Judge Grover 
Moscowitz, and the disgusted de- 
fense counsel, Harold H. Corbin, re- 
torting, ‘I'll press your pants.’ 

Among the steady onlookers is Sid 
Grauman, Schenck’s pal for 30 years, 
who parks himself daily behind the 
executive. Grauman always ap- 
pears half asleep, but states he will 
write a play about the proceedings. 

Nick Schenck also comes in daily 
with his wife, and also sits behind 
his brother. Mrs. Nick Schenck, a 
very pretty woman, sits quietly 
alongside her husband. 

Walter Reade, enormous and flash- 
ily dressed, with stiff shirt and col- 
lar, is also a regular. 
Schenck upwards of 35 years. 

Mrs. Pearl Scopp, a sister of Mos- 
kowitz, is also a daily attendant, a 
pleasant looking, quiet woman in her 
early 30’s. She usually attends with 
a friend, and has not missed a ses- 
sion. Seldom speaks to her brother, 
but watches him continually. 

Many actors and actresses have 
come in and out of the trial, mostly 
to stop and wish Schenck good luck. 
| Not a few have tried to tell the press 


Schenck May Win Own Case 

Its commonly agreed that Joe 
Schenck’s, like Moskowitz’s good 
showing on the stand, may win his 
own case for him, for he is expected | 
to speak freely and _ forthrightly, 
thus convincing the jury that neither | 
is the type to want to defraud any- 
body. 

Both look well, considering the 
ordeal in court. Schenck went to 
the Max Baer-Lou Nova fight with 
Berlin on Friday (4) at Madison 
Square Garden. 


Especialf¥ during the past week, 


nce nicnggap 0 gage — cially or otherwise befriended them } 
o , 

pein g nena through the years. 

Prosecutor Correa, an extremely 


able attorney, and fighting tooth and Cross-Examination 
nail to win his first case since his Prosecutor Correa in his cross- 
appointment to the job of U. S. At- examination of Moskowitz Monday 
torney, has been pouting more than | (7) and yesterday (Tuesday) at- 
ever at the few decisions against | tempted to show the many items 
him during the trial. which comprised parts of the return 
Moskowitz’s statements as to how 
the tax was computed, his references | not’ legitimate deductions, such as 
to Government acceptance and ap- transportation for friends, payment 
proval, and his general open and | to Schenck’s barber, hotel expenses 
truthful manner, have been winning | for alleged pleasure, cafe expenses, 
him much favorable comment from | flowers, etc., but the witness clung 
consistent courtroom observers, | tenaciously to his story that he had 
whose opinions sometimes reflect | not used John B. Codd’s weekly re- 
that of the jury. Even some of the| ports to him as a basis for the re- 
press, which is usually reluctant to; turn, but only the final year’s sum- 
opinionize on such matters, has de- | mary. 
clared that the Government's suit Moskowitz 
seemed to be more of a civil nature | reports filed by 
than a criminal one. 


depended mostly on 


Schenck in previous years, in which 


which the Government claims were | 


ground by clever phrasing of ques-| 
tions and demanding a yes or no) 


fused to allow him to explain items, 


He has known | 


how Schenck had aided them finan- | 


| Bardine, Una Mae 


| bitious layouts. 
| Stieffel, who assembles his layouts 


himself and for! 


Why the Government brought a/ estimates were taken, and on which | 


criminal suit in the first place is not | Governmental approval had been 
quite clear, although Government | secured... Judge Moscowitz asked 
sources say it was because the ex- the witness at one point if he had 
ecutive ‘deliberately sought to cheat!ever asked Schenck which of 
his Government and made false and | Schenck’s expenses constituted busi- 
misleading statements to revenue! ness and which pleasure. Moskowitz 
agents.’ replied 


During the week the most im- | Schenck could not have had actual 


that he had not, because | 


portant witness was Moskowitz, who figures either, and would have had | 


took the stand on Thursday (3) after to estimate. 
former Postmaster-General James A Rebuffs Prosecutor 
Farley and trade publisher Martin 
Quigley had testified as to the ex- 
cellence of Schenck’s and his east- 
ern rep’s characters. 


After cross-examination had been 


finished, defense counsel Corbin 


= and proved Correa wrong on his 

The 20th-Fox eastern representa- 
tive traced the course of his history 
from 1918 at $18 weekly, to his pres- 


entries in his books. Moskowitz had 
denied he owed Schenck any money, 
ent position at $1,000 weekly. He and Correa had purported to show 
stated that in making up Schenck’s | that $71,457 was owed as a result of 
income tax he always ‘estimated fig- | 3,000 shares of 20th-Fox stock pur- 
ures’ rather than secured actual ex- | chased by Schenck and placed in 
penditures, pointing out the impos- Moskowitz’s name. 

sibility of getting every item figured 
xactly, as to whether it was busi- 
ness or pleasure, since both were so 
closely interwoven as to make it an 
impossibility to secure an accurate 
estimate. 


Moskowitz then read from an 
agreement made Oct. 18, 1937, be- 
tween William Klein, N. Y. theatri- 
cal attorney, Schenck, and himself, 
in which he allowed his name to be 


placed on the books as the owner of 
Moskowitz’s Estimates the stock. since Schenck was pur 
In response to a question as to chasing it for Klein, who had lost 


whether actual figures could not| money in the Artcinema Corp. 
have been sent on from the Coast, Klien was not to lose any money 
and an accurate estimate made, the on the deal It was also revealed 
witness told the court that the Gov- | that Correa had been told all about 
rnment had been working on the the deal prior to his accusations of 
figures for two years, and had not, false entries. 

completed them yet. Consistently) The court then ptaced itself in an 
throughout, Moskowitz pointed out position by asking Mos- 
he planned no wrong and committed | kowitz if he had not been a ‘dummy’ 
none. Sometimes he said he may in the deal. Corbin immediately 
have taken a little more from the protested and the court was forced 
California estimate than was justi- to point out that by the 
fied, but this was more than bal- ‘dummy’ it had not meant anything 
anced by taking nothing in expenses which might refer to the intellectual 
from New York or London trips. ability of the defendant. 
Moskowitz cleared Schenck of any _— 

implication by declaring that all his . 

boss had to do with the tax was the Godfrey Bergman in N. Y. 
signing of his name when the tax Godfrey Bergman has arrived in 
was computed. In no way did’ New York from the Dutch West In- 
Schenck aid in the compilation and dies after a residence of some months 
in no manner, shape or form did he! in Curacao. He is seeking theatri- 
attempt to influence Moskowitz one cal bookings for international attrac- 
way cr another. No one else was | tions. 

ever told to attempt to defraud the Bergman 


awkward 


conducted a_ theatrical 


Government by Moskowitz, and no agency in Amsterdam, Holland, until | 


One tried to, the witness testified 1938, when he first came to the U. S 
Prosecutor Correa then launched with a singer then under contract 
@ verbal blitzkrieg on Moskowitz, in , to NBC, 
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 Slapsie Maxie at $1,250 


Slapsie Mexie Rosenbloom goes 
into Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. nitery, 
April 18, for two weeks at $1,250 
per. William Morris office agented 


| the third and center ring is white, 


| the former lightheavyweight champ, | 


| who's become a Hollywood ‘and Mi- 
amia nitery operator, into his first 
metropolitan nitery engagement. 
| However, he has previously appeared 
in vaude houses on Broadwey. 

Plus the two-week guarantee, 
L&E’s holds an option on Rosen- 
bloom for an_ indefinite period 
thereafter. 
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portion that they uncork the dumb- 
| dora routine, 


Helen Morgan's singing was ham- 


what indisposed. Also, she remained 
too far from the mike and many of 
(her lines were indistinguishable. 
| She’s using standard Morgan tunes, 
including ‘Man I Love,’ ‘My Bill,’ and 
‘Why Do I Love You.’ 

| Miss Faye almost ripped the roof 
Her shouting piano- 
ranging up and 


off the house. 
ruining routine, 
down the 52d street scale, knocked | 
’em off the shelf. Teeing off with a| 


ter,’ the gal races through a list of, 
stuff studded with her wisecracks 


! 
| 
a ‘Yes, My Darling Daugh-| 
| and jive talk. "Crowd barely let her’) gantua. There have been some tall | 


off. When her piano was removed, 
a roar and continued demands forced 
to haul the keyboard 
back for ‘more. 


Biz heavy. Wood. 








Baltimore, April 6. 


| 
| 


pered by the fact she seemed some- | the platforms are painted green and 


| tales about the gorilla’s ‘marriage’ to 
| Toto, alleged female obtained in Cuba, | Ot 8reatly changed, but there are 


| old and the other one is two years | 0Ut- 














R.-B. & B. Circus In Gala Dress 
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lowed even down to the sawdust., Geddes and Max Weldy. but when 
The track has blue sawdust, two! Miss Ardelty starts the girls on lad- 
rings are red while , ders and trapeze might as well come 
right down, She is essentially a 
or approximately So. balancing specialist, with a 1 
Down in the menagerie there are stand her best and 
as many or more changes, though the 
best result will not be fully viewed 
until the big top goes under canvas 
Animal cages are screened and don't 
appear to be on wheei Pylon-like 
arrangements of yellow connect the 
cages, which are painted blue, gen- 
eral scheme being a continuous or 
connected display. Over each cage 
in white are the names of each 
specie of beast and the country from 
which it came, Rear wall of each 
cage is a painted scene supposed to 
show animals’ natural habitat, while 
lights within cages are reflected on Hubert Castle took the center, too, 
the animals. with his wire routines. He tried a 
Sideshows Streamlined new stunt, described as a somersault- 

Freak part of the flower level at ing vault from a bar over the wire 
the Garden, which will correspond | but , i 


(really pink), 


head 
finishing stunt. 

Massamillinan Truzzi, the busy 
juggler of last year, is also present. 
Working on a board flooring in the 
center ring, he a 


clothed in gold. 


ppears as a caballero 
Truzzi is very good, 
but he’s on too long. as the last time 
at the Garden. Juggler was listed 
number eight, but was moved to 
fourth as the »r'mal arenas had not 
yet been taken down. The shyrettos 
also using the wooden ring floor 
soloed and scored, with their uni- 
cycle routine. 


} 
times anc 
] 


missed four i quit 
to the sides ‘ ‘ie : : aa 
e sideshow or menagerie on Something new in the aerial line was 


t j als ‘ 4% , en - | . 
our, 1S also production. Backs of | high diving into a net. The per- 
formers included two girls. and the 
j turn is a combination of ‘flyers 
are carried above each booth or| formed by Art Consello, who is on 
Wr ss ene sei There is to be a sort! the lot continuously, helping in a 
: ee ore gg with a moat to ; Supervisory way. A triple somer- 
eep 1e animals away from the! - $ of ora ee gle 
aiieaiion ar tee esas Pp | Sault to the net by Eddie Ward is a 
ee gene ,. ‘ r : Sa. née feature of the new turn. Adrianna 
‘ -e is also mnstairs j 
se alata yt ownstairs at the | and Charley and the Gregorios, girl 
a ut wi 2 nian ged. It is} member of which is a splendid per- 
a aly from the World's Fair, but| former, are in the same display. 
tardly comparable to Frank Buck's! Louisa and the Wolthings on high 
monkey mountain there. | trane ty 

~~ erate _ | traps are on early. 

main feature of the menagerie, : 

as for the past four years, is Gar- | Cristian! Family 

First of the equestrian acts is the 
featured Cristiani family. Routine is 


yellow and the names of the freaks 


Their air-conditioned cages adjoin | ¢W effects and trappings. Italian 
end to end and the big apes can peer turn is now dolled up a la Russe. 
at each other through bars, but that’s | Nearly all the feats are performed by 
as near as they ever will get, despite | the men, with Lucio the top perform- 
the new monk’s billing as ‘Mrs. Gar-|¢@?- His full-back twister from one 
gantua. Gargie is about 12 years | horse to another is the tyrn’s stand- 
The other principal] horse turn 


younger. Neither has yet matured.| 1S likewise carried over from last 


Brother Ford and Johnson, Mason.| The gorillas get top billing of the | Season, but is pretty and effective, 


Burns and Baskette, Bogash and| 
Carlisle, Deep | 
River Boys (5), Tracey's Kentuck- | 
ians (13); ‘You’ll Find Out.’ (RKO). 


Baltimore’s only house essaying | 
colored stage shows for a strictly | 
colored clientele, the Royal, located | 
in the heart of the local Harlem| 
has been playing some rather am- 
Operated by Sam | 


weekly through Eddie Sherman. 
house has built a big following and 
steady grosses. 

Current setup is headed by Una 
Mae Carlisle, brought to the front | 
by her recent composition of ‘Walk- | 
ing By The River.’ Featured with | 
her are the Deep River Boys’ quar- 
tet of radio and recording vocalists 
who knock out some rather tricky 
arrangements. 

Following a swingy and rather 
brassy opening by Tracey’s Ken- 
tuckians, local combo of five sax, 
five brass and three rhythm, Brother 


} 
' 


|Ford and Johnson sell some tricky 


took the witness back over re-direct, | 


accusation that Moskowitz had false | 


term | 


hoofery highlighted by one of the 
duo sitting on a chair and tapping 
out a very hectic session of legi' 
heel and toe stuff Makes a fast} 
starter and just right for a burley- 
type blackout enacted by Mason 
Burns and Baskette. 

After a rather slow and overlon; 
interlude by the orch, show take 
hold again with Bogash and Bardine 
offay entries who sell some knock- 
about to good returns. Lads work 
hard as formally attired stews. Build 
spot for Miss Carlisle, who open with 
fairish vocal of ‘Pappa’s In Bed 
With His Britches On,’ Seated at 
piano, where she belong: he de- 
livers a sock version of ‘St. Loui 
Blues’ on the ivories after which 


to self accompaniment, she ng 
‘Mean To Me’ and ‘Walking By The 
River.’ Is at her be when playin; 
the pi nda bit of a letdowr 
whe! 1) g gut with the vocal 


Another blackout, with Mason 
Burns and Baskette. and involving a 
corpse coming to life, is good for 
audience reaction here. Makes way 
for ‘Deep River Boys Quartet ac- 
companied by pianist do arrange- 
ments of ‘Cherokee,’ ‘I Was A Foo) 
To Let You Go, ‘Shadrach,’ ‘Li’) 
Liza’ and ‘Ut Azoi.. Accompanying 
clowning by tallest member of the 
outfit adds some laughs and contri- 
bution of the basso in ‘Li'l Liza’ alsc 
adds strength. 

Biz when caught Sun. (6) okay. 

Burm. 


Jules Buffano Opens 
Seattle Dance Hall 


Seattle, April 8. 
Jules Buffano. who was once em- 
cee at Chicago theatre (Chi) and 
Paramount theatre here. during the 
heyday of emcees, has opened a no- 
name dance hall, in the Senator 


show. Among the changes for the | Starting with ‘Evening in Central 
road is the elimination of the ‘con-| Park’ during the mauve decade, rigs 
cert,’ an obsolete aftermath that | Of those days drawing girls who are 
hasn’t meant anything for years. | }ookers around the track. It preludes 
That means the wild west interlude | Roberto de Vasconcellos, Vincenode 
is absent from this circus. Ponte de Barca, a Spaniard who is 
Some Acts As Lest Year , claimed to be ‘king of horsemen,’ 
ies af ts Gee: Geer teen Sed astride his prancer Belmonte. In the 
appeared last season are with the end te are the Aserveras-Konyot 
outfit, but some are so dolled up | Toure: Ella Bradna snd Tex Eim- 
thet they cote different It | lund. Deleted were the horse jumps, 


claimed that several South Ameri. | Pilled with this display. ane 
sebbe . ee aly Christianis top trick was skipped 


can acts are insert i 1e show 
but they 2nd agg se ged Be ‘? . d “if for some reason. Erica with a 10 
present ‘ unimportant ne and, Il horse hitch from a Roman stand 
. ’ € . ac > « . « . 
Because the initial saidiaaiiaiiate was rehearsed but absent. 
Monday (7) night was pine rage | Also missing opening night was the 
J ‘ as I c : . . 
ad > | liberty hors ; . i 
overtime, some turns were scratched, “arte : —— yp segs a ha ooes in 
a relief to the onlookers Per- | , erty ponies, 
ner however, alon rit as te’ 
formance started late and terminated baske tball oan ie " es egg 4 
, ' y : : aske play Ogs, J 
at 10 minutes past midnight, a ee Fe. = = 8 ’ vd got 
stretch of three hours and 35 min- ‘ain teead a enaiies cease pela 
utes. There was a dress rehearsal | l, é ais were taken away 
m : . — wi >j - , avie 
Sunday evening, which, because of 1 ag Aan ape age rn ae 
> niv nere ac ic 2“) y ; 
trappings which had to be tried out, ' . a ren wd thi ea on it 
eiIng with a mixed aerial display 


lasted until nearly seven o'clock . 
shang A pe made up of the Strudons, De Ocas 
Monday morning. ; cre 


Albert Powell and Walters  Per- 
forming elephants are far down or 
the bill. 


Most elaborate effect is the pag- 
eant, billed as being produced by . 
North and created, designed and Three sets were worked up 
costumed by Geddes. with ensem- and are standard with the big top 
bles by Albertina Rasch. It is by far | "¢Vet hard to take. 
the most ambitious parade yet in a The Concellos are stil] the top fly 
circus and its importance is marked 
by the fact that the procession is fifth : 
on the program instead of opening _ the ends are the Randolls 
the show. The spec is billed ‘oid | 22d Comets. Away down, too, are 
King Cole and Mother Goose.’ char- the ground acrobats, all standard cir- 
acters representing the fabled peo- cus turns—Yacopis, Ortans, Akimo- 


ing act with the show, but there are 
now six jn the turn, two being catch- 


ple of nursery rhymes. As each tos, Gauchos and Picchiani Next- 
mythical figure atop elephants, | -’-~.” ing is Deteros, high aerial turn 
horses or afoot, comes into view, the working on a revolving apparatus 
band strikes up the tune of the and catching all eyes. Los Navarrors’ 
rhymes Destin: welt mathe tn, turn wa ipposed to go on there. 
fore the elaborately gowned queer! too, but failed to shov For. the 
of hearts and the king Size and f e in many years the R © 
number of props were propabdly ae * 
never equalled and the claimed cost Chariots and running ‘races’ are 
of $200,000 for the new costumes °? . Pinale a production number, 
and effects probably is not exag oo gi climbing four webbings with 
gerated. ng, treamer garment 
Because the show virtual tart When they reach the top, flaps are 
with the wild animal acts of Alfred Pulled and turn into big Ameri- 
Court, and runways to the three Can flag: It is a stunt taken from 
Cages are in place, the spec could ne of Broadway’s revues of some 
hardly open the show. New effects Years back, but in the circus it is 


in the Court turns include glass | four times bigger. The effect about 
topped standards, within which are Completes the general idea of the 
lights turned on at the various SOW this season, that it’s a star- 
climaxes. Considerable time is con- Sa4ngled setup. That some circus 
sumed in dismantling the cages. but fixtures are out probably isn’t im- 
the trainers certainly perform ex- portant, and it shouldn’t to hard to 
ceptionally, if not the animals. Court 


pep up the last portions of the per- 
is supposed to alternate with Prince 


formance. 
Damoo of India. Others and alter- Staff appears to be the same as 


nates are May Kovar, Harry Kovar, heretofore. Pat Valda is sporting a 
Frederic Olsen and Joseph Walsh. White suit that looks nifty Fred 
but Court is credited with being head Bradna, the man with the whistle, 
man of the lot has a scarlet riding master’s coat, 


much more becoming than the docr- 
man’s outfit they put on him last sea- 


Elly Ardelty Stands Out 


The outstanding girl performer is 


ballroom and he’s offering $100 cash, Elly Ardelty, comedy high trap per-. °0n Some of the rigs on the riggers 
| prize for selection of suitable name. | former who attracted attention last and roughnecks are funny, but they 
It’s not a taxi dance, but at that! season. She is high over the center are different. Costumes are princi- 
its a dime a struggle. and so it) ring. For atmosphere there is an pally from Brooks, with Mahieu 
jmight be ‘Dimadance : j all-girl ae l ballet. designed bv’ Eave lso supplying the clothes 
> 
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AMERICA’S RADIO EDITORS VOTE: 


“ Fizdale Best Radio P. A. 





Billboard’s Annual Poll of Radio Editors — who should know — 
puts Fizdale at the top of the list for radio publicity. Fizdale 


led on both counts: BEST sERVICE and BEST COVERAGE. We're not 
going to add anything to this announcement. We'd rather let 
the jobs we're doing do the talking .<. 





TOM FIZDALE 


INCORPORATED 





Publicity and Public Relations 


485 Madison Avenue, New York 


CHICAGO: HOLLYWOOD: 
360 North Michigan Avenue 1509 North Vine Street 




















